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The whole family broke out lau-

The blushing Didm remained

er

ghing
quiet, not knowing what to say
father's words r€iived in her o memory

from the depths of her subscan cious

floth Didm clearly snw again that atfernoon tinted
: Pat held herhand on the path to the
Didm well
Dat's

Ina
with an Autumn Sun
epring ; she hurried along with o few final sobs..
remembered every detml of thel aft€rmoan and each of
expreseions, his stolid face and Serious look when he undressed
her end carned her into the water

The chll Autumn Water made her press against Byt Who
carned her on hinshoulder into the middle of the stream. Thin
frightened and excied her as well. She had long forgot this
memory of her childhood but her fathes’s Words were €nough to
else would heve faded
truck

on

ctirup this distent remembrance, which
She Was o moved by the recallection that she wa

awny
speechless ar the past become 1eal

Diém reme bered everything — the golden canopy of hen-
\en. the blue, sinuous str€am. and all the thifting colore of that
afi€moon...

She even sa® again Dat lighting up when she rcphed
Whenl grow up Ill marry youl* And now she saw, ke s
that since then she had

Mondman who found the light again.

bee da

Lourd ta Brat im s warm and silent Way beyond w
Thus the 1€mate recollection which hed lam dormant for ve

war otill s€cr€1ly warkirgawm deep i herheare
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narq 13t dat chay theo
6 chan

tiéng, vi con kkéc mén
vat bhuna cinh chigu
cakhuon mat 1am K va a

Da', cdi quan o cho nano,

nhu song lai cadm aidc ménkh

mua Thu lam nang dm cham

én a1, ra gira g ong sudi,

Ry miem tho tho 3y d6, Diém da quén

ma chi mat lon nhéc nhé ¢
di .3ng va lac, xa loy, tuéng
stng lai
hen nhi n cioa qua kho.. D
bau tén vang dén khic sbn
mo h cia bude di tam sud

rang 1& caa Dt khi nang
Dat  « nhon len chdu I8y o
ahy mt nguer e chol

chot bidu

lar saa i frinic

avnh rang bude von Dal mét cach that tha thidt,

ma khong cat nahia 1. Th
e ddu nang
ding va chi phér cuge don t

3 quen khudy
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C3 dha nha phé 1&n cudsi. Dibm

ngirivi, do mat nhu g&c, khang

tra lisao. Nhong 1& Thee néi

lam trdi diy trong tdm hdn

nang, mot b3 niém 1 tigm thte ndi
D &m dat nhien nhé lai—

Mat cach rét ranh mach nhu
Chi budi chigu c6 néng Thy,
duang mon dua téi sudi, V3
thinh thodng lai  ndc lan mot
dit... Ditm nhé lai ting chi

hém d6, tung cir chi clia Dat, nhé ai

\ nhin nghiém khac cia Dat khi

bé nang xudng nuéc,.. Digm
 nang khi nuéc sudi lanh lanh
lay Dat va Dt cdng kénh nang
Lhien Diém vira sg vda thich.
khudy t¥ l8u the
a Thuc cong db lam cho t8t cd
g chirng nhue da ché, lac ndy

Whien nang nghet tha vi xie dong truée sy

iem nhé lai.. nhé lai 18t cd tr
ag xanh, 13! cA nhogg mau sdc
i... Dwém hinh dung cd nét mal
Lon nhén va ngdy ngd trd lan
hu Dt », va Diem chet higu
t nhin thay 4nh séng... Didm
dén na,, Didgm vBn cam thay
8m tham
| 1a chihy nigm thai tho Bu
lau An ngdm ngdm tac
inh cAm cia nang..

(CON NCAY

4

BAN D|CH PHAP VAN C
L.M. GERMAIN

-9-

Toute la famille éclata de rire,
Difm restait silencieuse et immobile,
Je visage rouge comme une Ecrevisse. Le
souvenir que les paroles de son phre
vennient de réveiller, remontait peu 3 peu de son inconscient.
O Diém se souvenait maintenant, et la sckne se diroulsit 3
nouvesu dans tous ses détails. Un bel oprds-midi ensoleil
on Automme. Dot la prend par ls main et I'entraine sur le
sentier qui méne au torrent, Elle s'empresse de le suivre, les
veux encore gonflén de larmes. Difm revoit tout avec précision :
le décor de cet aprés-midi. et les gestes de Bat: elle revoit
son visage impassible, ls gravité de eon regard pendant qu'il
la déshabihebille et qu’il la tient dans ses bras pour la porter
dans I'esu. Et cette segsation inexprimable qu'elle ressent
slors au contact de Bat : le fraicheur dc L'esu aqui
dans les bras da Dt, ob elle vient se blottir, 2 la fois crain-
tive et heurcuse. Depuis longtemps elle avait oublié ce souve-
nir-de son enfance. Et voild quiil & suffi de quelques mots
e son pire pour qu'elle tevive tout ce passé loigtain. qu'elle
croyait définitivement disparu.

Cette résurrection du passé ls remusit su point qu'elle
respirait avec peine. Difm se souvensit... elle se souvenait de
tout, depuis le ciel doré jusqud ce bout de rividre bleue, et
de tous les enchantements inssisissables de cet sprés-midi de
baignade. Elle revoit encore comment le visage de Dot o"illu-
mine aprés ces quelques mots, prononcés en toute innocence :
«Quand je serar grande, je me marierai avec «'oncle> Pat !*
£t brusquement, comme un aveugle qui retrouve la vue, Didm
séolise. Elle comprensit enfin pourquoi depuis toujours elle
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The whole family broke
ghing. The blushing Diém
quiet, not knaWing what te
father's words revived in her

from the depths of her subscan cious.

In » flush Diém clearly saw again that atfernoon tinted
Bot held herhand on the path to the
Dizm well

with sn Autumn Sun *
he hurricd along with o few final sobs..
detail of thel sltermoon and each of Dat'®
his stolid face and Serious look whel he undresstd

sprin
remembered every

exprCssions,

her end camnied her into the water,

The chill Autumn Water made herpress sgainst Bet Who
carried her  on his shoulder into the middle of the stream. This
frightened and excited her as well. She had long forgot ths
memory of her childhood but her father’s Words were enough to
etirup thie diStent remtmbrance, which els¢ Would have faded
She Wae 50 moved by the recollection that she was struck

away
rpetchless se the

Didm reme.bered everything — the golden canopy of hea-

past became real

sAN pjcH cUa NHUT BAO
ANH NGO THE SAIGON POST

out lau-
remaincd
say. Her
 memory

(3 o
TiEu THUYET CUA CHU-TU
-9-
1C3 nha nha phé len cudi. Digm
13ng ngitdvi, db mat nhu gic, khang
biz trd 13isao. Nhang I&i ThGe néi
chot -lam 1rdi d3y trong tdm hdn
nang, mot by niém t tigm thoe ndi
{en : D 8m d6t nhitn nhé lai—Mot cach r8t ranh mach nhu
thiy hign hien truéc mat — Céi budi chigu ¢6 n&ng Thu,
Dal cam tay nang trén con dudng mon dva t&i sudi, vA
narg I3t dat chay theo Dat, thinh thoing lai ndc lan mt
liéng, vi con khéc méi cham dit... Digm nhé lei tang chi
1@ khung cinh chigu hdm d6, tung cir chi clia Dat, nhé ai
ca hhudn mat 1am IS va cai nhin nghiém khéc cia Dat khi
Da', c&i quan o cho nang, bé nang xudng nuéc... Di
nhy séng lai cam gisc ménh mong khi nuéc sudi lanh lanh
mua Thu 1am nang om cham lay Dat va Dot cdng kenh nang
|én vai, ra qira g ong sudi, khitn Diém via s¢ vira thich,
Ky niém thoi tho su do, Didm_da quén khuly t¥ l8u the
ma chi mat I nhc nhé ciia Thuc cong db lam cho tht cb
di .3ng xa léc, »a lo, tudng ching nhu da ché, lic nay
vt séng
hen nhi o coaqué kho... Diem nhé lai... nhé loi 18t cd tr
bau &1 vang dén khic song xanh, 13t cd nhosg mau sic
mo ho ciia budi di t3m sudi.. Didm hinh dung c nét mat
rang 1& coa Dt khi nang hon nhén va ngdy ngd trd l&i

en, the blue, einuous stream, and all the shilting col h 4

i the Blue, sinuous stream. and ell the <hilting colore of that | (319 1 08 B 0 28 {0 Ua Diem chot hid,

shiermoon... nhy mat nquén mu chat nhin thdy nh séng... Diém
he even sa® again Dot lighting up When she 1ephied : | chot hidu ter sao tir fruéc dén nay, Dibm vdn cdm thy

“When! grow up 1'll marry you!* And now she Saw,
hWndman who faund the light agoin, that since then she had
L een bourd to Bat i a warm and silent Way beyond words.

Thus the 1emote recollection which hed lain dormant for years.

= war sl eecietly w

orkirgaway deep in herheart...

like »

minh rans budc vén Dat mat cach that tha thidt, am tham
ma hhong cal nghia nn. Thi ia cai ki niém thai tho Su
macdau nang da quén hhudy tir lau An ngdm ngdm tac
dang va chi phéi cuge don tinh cdm clia nang..
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