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BLETAN 0 [ dirog xem. TOi ldy vat 4o bu tdi lau mﬁ«

hoi tran bu 16i. Bu t6i cudi, ckiri 10i: «bi s
mdy ! » Th& 1a té6i thich 1dm. Cha c¢in &n banh. |
~ Tich quay di dé lau nuwéc mit. Mo lnuang '_
bai, bao :
— Chic may nhé bu may l&m?
— Nhé !
— Sao may kbhong di véi bu may ? |
~ Bi lam sao duge? Bu t6i di xa lam. Tﬁt»' }
khong co tién. y
Mo tho dai. R6i Mo hoi vaa vo: 4
— Khong biét tao cé6 bai bu ohuw méy khong :
nhi?
Tich nghi ngoi mot chit réi bao: |
— Chéic ¢6. Vi bu chung ctia chi Mo voi toi |
chiang yéu chy Mo ti ndo. Bu chi yéu minb |
Au théi. | |
— U, con tao thi phai don Iuda ludn. . .. |
Nbung {ao bat cin! Tha hé danh. |
— BDirng cti 2. Toi thdy chi phai don, toi |
thuoag lam. 1
B¢ toi tam co chung véi chi. Coung ta lam |
cdy thi tir rdy chi khéng phai don nira. 1
Mo cam dong. Ay la lin din lién Mo duoc |
rghe m@t cAu nhw viy. Tich lai bdo: :
— Ma tir riy cbi Mo dirpg dn vung nita. Bu .'.
t6i bdo riing: An vgng x%u. 3
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‘NHUNG TRE KHON NAN 5

‘Nhwag thdy Tich lai si mit. Mo cho® nhé :

— A pnhupg ma khjng &n wvung.,. Vay la
lam co di.

Ha dra cai xuding, vira ri riu ndéi chuyén

TET Y

Ba 1y vira di dén dia veda mia thi diag lai

| Mat ba d6 brag léa. Ba nhé quit tria dén

teet mdHt cii, khé lic diu, lim bim :
— Hir | nhitrng quian n’o tao gah thét ! Ra nd
chiing con coi ai ra gi, N6 lai tréu mau ba. . .
Ba c¢3 lam ra binh tinh, goi:

, — M1 lai diy tao bdo.

Nghe ti€ng bi ran run. Mo biZt1a céd chuyén

- r0i. N6 1é lu#i nhin Tich, Tich ngacnhiéa nhin
- nd, nhue mudn hoi : ;

—Chj lai 161 thoi gi?

Mo lic diu. Thiy né chdm ding 1én, ba 1y
giue, giong ndéi da hoi gay gat:

— Mau lén chil Pa da: mdi, chi lai bo bd

‘chi vé&i tai bay gio.

- Mo larh bach phudon cai bung ra di lai truéc
mat ba, Nguwdi gi mi dang ghét ! Md1 trdng cai
mit, ba 1y di thdy lon méu lén dwoe rdi.- Ba
chdng mot tay léa hang, dirng doi Mo, mit
nhin nd trirog trirng nhw tcan nudt sdng.
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Ba chi vao modt bui mia, hit haim hoi .

— Pifra nao vira bé day ?

Mo ling tuog:

— Péau kia, a?

Ba |y cudi gén :

_ Hir! Cé lai con phdi hdi. CAi gdc hiy con
ird tro ra day.

Mo lam ra sirng sdt: _
— That con khéng bé, Con c¢b bé thi con chét.

— Cd dirng thé nita. ThE ch tré chui Ong!

Cii gdc nay méi bé. May khdng b2 thi chd ndo
véo day ?

Mo ¢d chdi:
— Con ¢4 bé& thl gi¢i ddnh con... Gidi bit

con hdc méu ra bing ciy mia dy.

Bily didm chin xudng dat, rit 1én nhur méjt
ngudi léa déag ngd ho :

— MAay con chdi | Cha me di!... khdng phai di
thi cdn ai? Hay la thing Tich ? Tich ! Tich diu
roi? Méi cdu lai day tdi bio.

Mit Tich chaag con mOt giot miu ndo. N6 tai
haa di, Tai Tich 0 &. Tich chay lai nhuw mét
ké liu linh xdng vao chi ch&t khéug the tranh.
Ba ly quat: |

— Co phai may bé khéng ?
— Khong g. |

— The thi 12 1dm sao ? Chi ¢6 hai dira chiing

may. Khong miy thl né- B&ra nao nhaa thi nhéan.

o

W
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CA M2 [Aa Tich cung vi cai:
~ _ Thit con khong biét.

Ba ly nhidt mdt cai roi tre to tudng, cim lam
lim trong tay nhin vido mat chinz mA bao :

— N&n khdng dira pao nhéa thi tao dinh cé |

hai... Nim xudng day.

Tich khoe da 1én. Mo vdi nim xup xudng :

— Con chét dai, con lay bu, bu tha...

Ba Iy vut nhuw mwa, nhu gié :

—Tha! tha! tha!l tha cai nay! tai chdil., .
tdi chdi! tai chdi ! choi mai di...

Tich hoa caA mit. N6 mudn xdng vao giit ldy
roi nhung khong dim. N6 cudog quit. Con Mo
thi nghi®n chit ring. nim khdag gily giya.
| Thiy né gaa, ba Iy cing dién cudag ngudi. Ba
| qudt cd vao diu vdo ¢6 nb. N6 dau qué nén
| nhdm day. Th¥ 1A ba quing roi di, lin x4 vao,
tat dom d3p vao mat nd. N§ cidi gim mit xudag
a8 tranh. Ba cang tat d. MGm bi hdag hc thd.
Mép ba xui bot ra. Co I€ ba mudn cin duwoc nbd
| ‘biing ring thi mai ha., P&n lic ba ngirng tay
thi yém Mo da lom nhirng méau. Mit Mo loe
l0ét. Tir mii Mo, hai giong méu vaa ti ti chay.
Tich sy quia khdc bu hu. Bily cliag chot nhan
thiy minh di qua tay. Ba cbui thém miy ti€ng
rdi ldng vé. Tich raa riy, kéu khe kheé nhw

‘rénri:

- - . e . S,
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— Gidi 0i : chi chdy mau miii kia, chi Mo.LAm
thé nao biy gid, gidi ol !.
—. Tim cho tao ti gié.

— Tim dau bay gio ?
— Bi vé nha. Mau lén !

Tich ndm lay chdn nghinh . . kéo.

Tich liv dwoc g'é ra. Mo cadn lai, bit hai 16
miii. R8 Mo ngdi xudng 47t, nga diu tua vio
thdn mjt cav chudi. Tich van chwa hét so .

— Gidioi ! chi ¢4 1am sao kh&ng ? nhiéu m&u

qu:& | chi c61dm sao khong ?

Mo cuoi - |
— Em dirng so, chi khong viéc gi.

.
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— Bao nhiéu la mau!l..,

— Ké né, khong viéc gi. Cir ngéi xudng day.
Tich ngdi xudag canh Mo. Mo vira xoa ddu né
| via hoi:
| — Em phdi mot bits h&t hdn phai khong ?

— Em so qua. Em da bdo chj mai chi cha

‘pghe. An m¢t cay mfa thé ¢ bd gi khoag ?
‘Mo mim cudi :

— Chi ¢6 in dan?

Tich negac nhién :

— Tc€ sao chi nhan ?

Mo qrang tay 6m cd Tich, du y€m bao :

— Khonag nhdn, dé em ciing phdi don hay sao ?

Tich nhin Mo. Mo van mim cudi. Nu cudi
diu bift bao. Tich thdy mit heoi wvon wét. No
bat ra tiéng khoc :

— Chi o1

Piu noé gac vao vai Mo'.

Sau cai ngay Mo phai mot trdn don oan, ba
ly vda Au di ra tinh., Ba ra thim md6t ngudi chi
em ldy chdng lam thw ky nhid may rugu. Ba
cho ﬁp di theo dé xem phd phudng.

Tick vd& Mo duge budi me vidng nha, suéng
nhr mé& c& trong bung. Chitng thdy nhe ci
ogudi. Khong con bj cai nhin gudn gudn cha
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TP,

ba me nudi dé pingtriu trén tim nira. Chang

twroi cudi ldm,
Ra d&€n vudn, chung bong nhé lai truyén
bhom qua, , . |

— Chi Mo a cbi khdng bé ciAy mia thi ai bé

nhi?

— Nioai biét! Hém qua chi eir yéa tri la em bé?

—~ Khing d&i nao em dam bé. Hay la Au.

— Au n6 muBn in thi lai sai cbi, em minb

chit vé va réc vo, lién ra (ir t&, ding tin mom,

chit cin gi bé trom ?

— La qua! thé thi con ai?

— Nao biét ai ?2...

— Ma bé diu khong bé, lai bé ngay & diu vong,
— Thé méi ngn. Ldm bu vira ra la trong thay
lién. |

— Em titc qua. Em ma bi¢t d@a nao be thi
em nén chét,

Mo cudi ché nhao :

— B§ may thi nén ai?

Tich rim tay lai, phung ma, lrgn mit, hung
ho lam :

— Em danh that, danh vo dae, sat tai.

— Nhupg biét tbang nao ma danh ?

— Theé méi lie.

— Hay ta ¢0 dioh ?
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— Phai ddy, ta ¢d dinh, Trim bdé dudc ciiog

‘bat duoc con &ch. V6 phic thing nao quen

mui ra bé nita, 12 om xwong.

Hai dia bé ban nbhau tim cho ndp, de lira
chop dira dn tr¢m mia. Ching ruc vao mdgt
dam dong rim gin ngay didy cho. ..

Ching chd lau qudé ma cha thiy gi. LA dong
bdc ra mdt mai ma' reroi. M3y con nhéing vo ve.
Mo bat dda pgap vat. Mat nd ga ga. Roi nd lan ra
nga. Con m@t minh Tich dgi. N6 nghi vo nghi
van. .. nd sinh ngd vue Mo. Khdéng chirng lai
chinh Mo bé trdm cdy mia dy, réi s¢ no6 gidn

" nén c¢d chdi. Chang thg&, dai gi ma Mo chiu bao

nhiéu roi don ??... N6 da toan ciing lan ra lam
maot -gide, thi bong c6 ti€ng gi sOt soat & phia
giau. Tim né thon {hét ddp. No ran caog doi
mit nhin. . miy canh tre & sat ddt lung lay,

- Mot cai ddu troc 10c 16 ra, Tich nin thd, co

khéng dong day. Cai diu lot hdn sang. Al ra
thé ddy... Tich nhan ra cédi mit véu vao cua
thing Nghinh bén hang x6m. Nghioh nhén
nhac phin nguwoe, nhin xudéi xem co ai {rong
vuon hay khong, RGi né chui cd ngudi sang.
Tich bim Mo m#y cai....

- Nghinh khom ngudi cho that thdp. Nhanh nhu
cai cat, va nhe nhom nhu meéo, né lai thang
vudén mia nhin ngwoc nhin xuéi ldn nita, roi
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vin mot cay ‘o, bé gay. CAy mia con ¢o mgt cai

vdO dinh vio cai gbc. Nghinh ¢ 1at, g'al qua,
khong dat ndi. Né cii xuérg més glé mém vio
cio. Gitia Itc 8y thi Mo va Tich da rén rén len
dwoc dén ding sau né. Céi diu Nghiuh dang
chiai xudng ma dit thi chdng 1én. Ctiog 16l
cLing ricg, Tich dap cko mdt (4, Ngh'nh xcai
ngudi ra... Mo ie-tai:

--Tniing ray g0i that! Bat ldy né troi lai,
dem ra diém cumw. Giia ban ngdy ban mit ma
dim vao vuwoén nha ngucdi la dan trom a?

Tich npdm )8y chap Nghinh viura kéo cho
Nghinh khérg ddy duoge, vira ming :

— Ai bdo mZy lam chi 6ng phai don oan. Ong
g0i tudn n6 déanh qué 1é qué giét cho ma chira di-

Nghinh ¢8 guwong, quay mit !ai. Nwée mét né
chira chan. N6 JAm baim van lay Tich :

— Téi lay anh. 16i trot dai. . . Avh dirng kéu
lén th¥, .,

— Téi khong dirng. Ai bio anh dn trom ?

— T6i lay anh, téi khong dam liy vé dé ao
déu, 10i ¢6 duge an tbi téi chét.

— “Thi' may ban. Piog nio cha vay?

— Ban ciing khong duge bin. Xwa nay i6i co
dam #n trém ctz ai bao gio daa ? Chang qua...

Mo chap hai tay vé sau dit, tén méi lén:

— Thé may ldy lam gi?

B - o




NBO'NG TRE KHON NAN B

— Tai danh lidu xin mot ciy vé dé mém em
t6i. Bu téi dm midy hom nay khdng céd sira.
Em t6i déi qua Téilay chi.

Tich tr-nhién bin-rda ngudi. N6 vut nhé lai
nhitng ngay em né khong duoc bua... Tayné
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{u ra lénh.— A lé hdp!. ..

ri-r&i. N6 d& budt chdn Nghinh xudng. Nghinh
nhdm diy, & té chay ra phia gidu. Mo bofng-
h8t keu :
' — BA&t 1dy ! bit 1dy! nd chay... bidt 18y cho
t6i véil. ..

Nhung Tich ngin né lai. . .

~ Théi, chi Mo ! tha ebo nd.
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NG chot trong thily cdy mia ndm daéi chin.
N6 nhit 1én. Mo nhin-nhé bio:

— P& trot gay thi chi em minh #a viy.

Tich lic diu. N6 ¢6 vé budn-budn. Rbi bong
n6 chay ra b gidu, goi Nghinh.Nghinh gid didc.
Tich lao cdy mia sang bén vudn nha Nghioh,
va bio:

~ Cha may diy. Pem vé ma mdém ‘em.

Tich nhin Mo. Mo cwdi dé td ¥ khong phan-
doi. Tich th¢ dai bubén-ba:

—~ Toi nghiép ! Nha né cling nghéo y nhw nba |

em xira...
Mo nghi dén mdt di€u thi€t-thuc hon:

—~ Ta di 18y thép dio cai gdc mia di, 1Hp it
Ién tir t&, kéo d&a lic bu vé lai duoc dn lwoa diy.

Au bit anh canh-dién vac giao @i chit cho
Au mét cai canh fre. Cir giong-gidng cai canh
cAu |1a duoc. Au hi-hody ngdi vot cho thit nhiin
roi nd di ldy mot cai gidy rit quin, bude cAn
thin vdo diu cdnh tre dy.N6 quit thir 1én khéng
kbi c6 ti#ng 'kéu lach-tdch. Au blo : cai vat la
cla Au 13 roi dién. Con Au 13 6ng chi xide.

Héom ra tinh, Au deoc di xem xidc véi  di
va me. Lim trd la ldm. Au k& chuyén lai
cho moi ngwdi nghe, kbhdng bit chan. Ngay

':-Juh

gl
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wdt cai diroc nghe kéa tay, trdng tay da tbish
roi. Lai ¢dn duoc xem dua thir. C6 hai thing
bé chi vira bing Au, ma thianh ldm : ching né di
biing tay, udn ciu ,vdng, tung ba bdn con giao
|éa roi lai bdt 1y mi ching coa ndo roi xudng
‘d4t, nha y toanh-toach nhwr chiau-chiu, hoi: I1dn
ngudi di véo-yéo. CO nhirng ngudi dan dng rit
khoé, m{t ngudi mang dwge tdm, chin ngudi.
Lai c6 ca mot ¢d con gai di giay thép, rdi lai
dirng ‘trén minh m§t coa ngwa phi nudc dai
tay giy dan, mdm hat. .. Au thich mé, thich
min. Nhung ciing chwa thich bing lic duoe
‘xem O6ng chi xi¥c, mic 4o vang, di gidy ldy Ong
ded diy nguc mé-day, cim céi roi dién day hd
bao, gdu, sw-lir lam trd...

Hom nay, Au ciing bit chuéc lam tro xiéc
choi. Cairoi dién vira méi 1am xong. Au cho la
tAm-tam dwoc. Bay gid Au ditim cai 40 kép
1dn trai ra; cai 16t miu vang gidng cai 4o cna
6og cha xiéc. Tréi néng nhu thiéu, nbw dét. Méc
cai 40 kép diy céin-com Ay vao thi khé ma con
thé duoc. An ngdt ngudi, MO héi chiy dim-dia.
Nhuog chi ¢6 mot cdi 40 ndy miu vang, nén Au
ciing khong 13y su néng-bire lam pgai. Cai viée
ao th& 1A xong. Lai con phai xoay cach gi cho
ra doi gifly tiy Ong? Au pghi m&i tim ra mot ka:
N6 liy hai cii mo bd vio Ong chén, rdi liy
gidy chudi quiin. Th& IA oai lim rdi.



16 SACH HOA MAI

Au vac roi di tim con mue, Con ché niy ¢é
bd 16ng dai den trai trui. Cho ndé 1am coa giu.
Muc dang ndm cudn kboanh ngl & trdi nha,
nghe tiéng Au ra né giat minh. Vira 'mé mit,
thdy cai roi, né vji-vang cip dubdi chay biét.
Aududi theo. Nhwng no tot sang hang x6m mit,
Au dinh di tim con méo viy. Au goi né Ia con
b4do. Méo véi bde qua iA gidng nhau.

Méo davg lim-rim mét {roag x4 b&p. B&i né
chua bao gi¢ bj dank nén trong thdy roi ciing
khong bi&t so. N6 khéng nhdc-ubich. Psi mit
vang loé cia né m& ra roi lai nhdm vao. N6 binh
tinh 1&m. Th& cho nén méi khd! Aa lai gin,
tém dwoe. Au 6m né lén nha. Con vitqua tin
caa, chi ru ra, khing hé phaa-ddi. Gidng bio
nady hién thit! khong kho bio nhw anh giu..,
¢ch6! Au dinh ring: con mgr& da chay trdn,
thi trua nay dirng in com. Cui ¢6 con méo ar
thoi. Méo nd ngoan,

Au thd méo xudng dit. RSi cim ngaog ciy roi
di¢n, Au mim cudi cii chio nhitag khaa-gia vé
hiah, R0i Au uda ngre ra. Hai mit Aa quie
lén. M6m Au ra lénh cho con béo : -.

-- A-18! hdp! Au thic ba bda lwot. Méo,
khong thém d& y, N6 diém-nhién ngoili¢m chin.
Au ludng méo khong hita ti€ag tiy. Au danh
dung tiéng ta cho noé hi*u:
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—Pi! di ngay, khéng chét gio! Bi !
Méo via khdng vAng 1énh. N6 chdm dai nhim
_ mdt vao rdi lai m& ra meo-meo khé nhiwr bdo Au:

— Lam trd gl tb&€? Budn cuwdi ldm !

C4i m#t nd khinh-khiah, c6 vé khdng thém
chdp véi thiing bé con. Au ndi hung. N6 tron
‘mit cho di¥-dgi thém chiut nita, nhin thang vao
mit méo ma quat:

— Bi! C6 di khong nao ? bi !

Méo vaa gan. Aa quit manh cho mdt cai.
Méo nhiy vot ra tdn cira, lach minh chay mit,
Au vira dudi vira gao 1én d& chiri. Méo leo lén
néc nhia. O trén dy, chic chin dwoc yén-dn rdi
- nd lai vong cai Iwag 1én, rut ¢d lai, binh-1inh
ngdi méo-meo nhwr tréu tirc Au, Au lai cang gao
lén.

Mo va Tich dang 1dm c0 ngodi virdn. nghe
tidag A4, chay v€. Tring th@ly Au, chiag cudi
lin-10n nhw bi cit vdo nach. Au tron mit, toan
ming chiing. Nhung chot nghi ra di¢u gi, Aureo

— A ha! day rdi !

Au chay lai nim 18y Mo :

— MAy to friagdrgc th® nay thi lam géiu-

R3i Au lai quay sang Tich :

— Con may ldm béo nhé.

Mo va Tich chira hidu gi, thi Au dd lai b3o:
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— Con tao lam chi xi&c. . . Nao, bay gi¢ lam

tro gdu truoc.

N6 ndm 18y cim Mo ma kéo ra gira sén, . .

— Gid v& may kéu di chir. . . ""'

Mo {oét mdira cudi. Au bdo :

— U7, cit nhe riing ra th&, trong méi dir. Nhung
phai kéu lén nira.

— Kéua thé ndo ?

— Kéut hup! hup!

Mo ngwoag nghia, kéu: hup! hup! Au tron
mit, tat cho Mo miy cai, quat :

—Im !’

Mo tire qué, hit tay Au ra, cu:

— Thé sao bao ngudi ta kéu ?

Au cau mit lai ¢

— Ay! may khéong bidt. Thi gid vé thd ma

lai. .. Giu nhe ring ra chuc cdn, thl 6ng cha
xiéc danh chir lai! . ..

—A. thé hé& . . . |

Va Mo lai nhe riing ra cudi. Au nhic :

— Kéu lén chu, . . .

Mo kéa : hup ! hup! Nbung lin pay né. cdn-
tban gio sfin tay lén d& d&. Au x6ng lai, tron mat
lén doa nat. Mo lai lam ra huc-h#c. Au nim
ldy cim Mo, chue tat. Nawng Mo véi chdp
ban tay Au, &n vao mdm c#n. Au dan qua
thét 1én. Ban tay Au c6 in miy ndt ring. Au
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v¥a chiti vira hu-hu khé:. Nhwag Mo bao :

— Khoéng 1&8 khée. Giu thi phdi cdn chu
lai . . . khéc thi chd cheoi véi nita. Ung cha
xiéc gi ma lai khéc?

Tich 6m 18y gdc caun, curdi sing-sic. Au dang
khée, ciling bat cuwdi. Madn chiri then, né
gio roi vyt Tich. Tich 6m diu ehay ra vuédn.
Mo ciing chay. Au liing-ting voéi déi gidy tdy
dng khoéng dudi dugc. N6 chi reo theo, doa:

— B3 d8u! dé&n lGc bu vé, 6ng méch bu cho

ching miy. Bu di viong, & nha chiing may cdn
ong. .

]
. L]

Em Nghinh di tuét luéa miy hém réi con be
top ha1 di. B¥ nd nhe-thdn. Da né t mdn
xanh trong, dia ddi ra miu sam. Pd mit no
sin nha 16 déo, l&-dé. N6 khong con budn
khéc, Ma cé khoc, tidng ciling bii hai, nghe
ahw tidng méo. Nghinh thuwong em quéa. Nhiwrng
biét 1Am sao dwge. Me né vda con sBt li bi.
Mat chi h3c¢ hic nhu mil ngudi nga nwée,
Hai ham rang véu [én. Mol thi x4m ngoach,
ma hdm xudng, da vaog nhwr nghé. Hai mat
lic thi dé pgiu bpgla, ldc lai ngo ngidc mit
h#t cA tinh thia, tréng cir l0ng léo nhu chue
thut vio trong din mit. Chén tay chi con
nguyén ti xwong boc ti da, cho c6 1y dao déo
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bdy ngay (lirg khérg Cwoc bang n¥im xu thit.
Chao 6il rgwoi ndy ma sorg duge thi ciirg cbi
la s chuva chét vay. . .

Sidng hém nay, con bé con dapg nam lim
dim bong khéc thét lén. Chdn fay né co rim
lai. Nhitng mat loag 1én sdng soc, Phan, nuéc
tiéa vung vai ca ra giwdng. Khdp ngudi no eir
giat, giat. . . Rdt nhanh, nhr m6t con ga giay

- ch&t. Nghinh so qua, liu cd [udi. No vira khée,
vita g0i me. Nhung me né van . hi dé mat ra,
rén bir hit. N6 lién chay di tim chéd né, cha
ndé da ganh bang thué cbo nguoi ta di ra tinh
tir sang tinh suong r6i- Thim né bin con nho
khiéong dén dwoc Nghinh thdt vong trd veé.
Bén nba thiem né d3 chét tir bao giér‘ R
Nguoi ta cho con bé m¢dt maoh chi€u rach.
Ngudi ta ¢0 bé cho né dugc kin déde chirng
nao hay chirng dy. MOt ngudi dan 6ng vac né
di Y01 mot cai o ai. Nghinh l1éo déo iheo san,
vira di voa xut xit. Bén tha ma, nguwoi ta déo
m¢t eai hd néng bén canh md cua bd Nghinh,
Ngudi ta bo xéc con bé xudng réi ldp di, in
nhw nhitng Idac Nghinh choi dua bo nhitng con
brom-buém chét vio mot cai vo diém réi dem
thén., Mot ram dat con con thém védo dam
barg 'rim nim khéc, lé té, x8u xi, re rang
nhu déi phfing ké pdm {roog dy. Budn thay




%

99 SACH BOA MAI

cho cai sdng va cai chét cha con nha nghéo! . .

Chéa xong con bé. may ngudi hang x6m
pghi thuong bai me Nghinh, ban nhau khiéng
chi d&n nha thwong. Chj qua khdi dwoc thi
phiic cho me, con nha chj. Ma chi cé6 ch&t thi
dd c¢6 nha thwong chén hd. Nbur vay, sé ching
hé lay gi dén hang x6m nir2, va gon ca viéc cho
Nghinh. M7 bdy, tAm tu6i dida, Nghinh biét
lo liéu vide nha ra sao?. ..

Thé la yén duoc viéc em va me. Nhung con
chinh Nghinh. Troog nha, ngoai vudn, con i
gl in dueoe, Nghinh d4 iAn h&t ¢ad. Bay gi¢ thi
that khing con gi. Ngay dén ohitng qua svng
xanh, ladc lén aa vao kbo chiu nha cdo rudt,
ciing khong coa cé ma dAn nira. Nghiah rii ri ca
pgudi. N6 cht nghi dén vaeon mia nbha ba ly
Nhirng cay mia pgot va mén bi€ bao!. ..
Nhung Tich va Mo Jlai dapg néi chuyén va
cudi khie khich véi nhau ngoai vadn. Nghi
pgoi mot chit, Nghinh danh li€u chdng tay bo
lai sat chd gidu n6 xé ra hom no dé chui sang
vaon ba 1y, 16 cai dia ra goi Tich:

— Tich oi !

— Gi thé ho, Nghinh ?

— Chiung may c6 dn gi ma cuoi thé?

— A, chung té vira dn leon, may c6 dn thi
sang day-
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Ngbinh khéng hiéu, nhin Tich xem Tich néi
that hay né' gidi :

— An lwon al

Mo bat cuoi :

— 7, &n lwon. May cé in khong?

/

r'

— Cho may nam com,

Nghinh thi thim hoi -

— Bu cbung may cé nha khéng? Tao chui
sang nhé?

— U, chui sang. Bu tao di choi roi.

Nghinb |am 1ét nhin khap vuedn mot thoang.
roi chui sang. No lai ngdi canh Tich. Mai né
tim pgay m¢t thirc &#n, Thiy Mo va Tich<¢ bipg
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¢6 gi. n6 vd cang thdt vong. N6 ngap chay ca
nurde mat, va hoi Tich

~ Chiing mayv ngdi choi khéng thdi, didy a?
Tao tudng ¢b gi an.

Mo cudi khanh khach, ba ldy dau Tich vin
sudng, roi lat vat sau 4o nd lén, chi vio nhitng
vét 14dn & lung né ma bdo:

— GO luon. Luwoa day nay. An di.

— Ching may lai phai don? Sao thé?

— ﬁy né bat tao 1am gdu, tao cin tay ndé; né
dau vé mach Lu. Bu tao daoh thing Tich véi
tao.

Ciu chuyén chiang c¢6 gi ly tha. Nghinh lai

ngap:
— Ching ¢6 gi dn nhi? Tao déi guaa.

Tich swe nhé. hoi :

— A, em may v&i bu may khoi chu'a?

. — Em tae chét r6i. Bu tao di nba thirong.

— Thé miy & oha c6 mdt minh 4 ?

— C6 mét minh, '

— Sao khéng thoi com ma an ?

— Gao dau ma thoi ? Tao nhin com déa b got
mdt thang nay roi. |

— Noin com thi may an gi?

— An ba ling nhédng. .. Cam Kkigc, rau riéc,
sung si€c. .. V& duoc gidng gi én gidng ay,
nhupg hém nay thi hét sach sinh sanh moi
giéng. B6i bo lién-nhan di dy .. .

i
&
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N6 ngirng lai d& ngép, réi bao :

— Thoi, tao di vé. Tudng cb gi dn kia chi! . .

Tich thuwong hai:

— Chi Mo a, hay la ta danh li€u cho Nghinh
cidy mia ? |

Mo gin nhu tru tréo lén:
~ — Théi di éng! t4i xin chju... Cho d& ma
héc méo mii ra 8y a?

Tich cudi guong:

— Th¥ lam sao by gi ?

— LAm sao? Ké xic né chir c’n lam sao ?

— Ngd né ch&t déi thi phai toi.

—Ai lam n6 ch& ma phdi toi ? Minh thuong-
né thi duoe khd d&n ngay thin minh.

Tieh chép miéng, mdt 4u siu, budn ba. . ..

Chitu hom #y. lira lic ba me nu’i ugd, Tich

chui gidu sang nhi Nghinh. Tay né ¢t ri mot

goi gi, Nghinh dang nam ep trén mdt c4i chong
tre, da bung gin dinh lwng, Tich boi:

— May d3a chén gi chua?

Nehinh khé lic dia. Tich dit cai goi lén
bung Nghinh : '

— Cho may nim com-

Nghinh v0 ngay lay, nhom day. hoi :

— May dn c¢dp cha bu miy, hd?

— Khéng: Tao miy chi Mo b2n nhau dé ciru
may. Chi Mo hét thiat nhi€a com ché. BZn lac
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dem d0 cho chd #a, tao b4t lai, nim, gifu di
dé dem sang cho may, |

~ Tich néi chira h&t cia, thi Nghinh di ngém
pgodm nhai. N6 dubi céi ¢6 nglag ra d& pudt.
vd nudt chuwa tréi han di lai tdng moOt midng
kbac thit tovio mém. Tich nhinné dn mim eudi.

Au tire 14m  An choi mét-minh mii cling badn.

Lim lic Au ciing mu8a choi véi Tich va Mo.
Nhung Tich vd Mo nhit dinh khong choi véi
Au., Ching bio, Choi véi f{u, Au hay bit nat,
ma gia bit nat khéng dwoe 12 lai v& khéc khée,
m&u m&u bay chuy¢n ra ma mich bu; di vay
thi cir cho chei mét minh. . . Tuy vdy, nha la
nha cna f{u, viedn 12 vadn ctia Au, An mudn
ngdi dau thi ngdi, A1 m1dn dirag dia thi dirag,
da nao cim duoe ? Kadng choi véi f{u, Ay

cliog cir d2n bdn ngdi, da lam gi duge nhau ? |

Thi di bdn! Ngdi thi ai c¢im dwoc? Nhuwag
ngdi tro diy mot miab, Tich vA Mo ra hiéu

cho nhau e 1& di thilai cAng thém bwe. Nhitag

lac 4y, cau tiét 1én Au thuwdng chdag dit vao
mit Tich v4 Mo v6 phéa phet ma blo:

— Tao phéa vio mit ching may... Tao
khdng thém choi véi nhtrag quin mat met. ..
Tao phéa vdo mit cho diy pay, é... &, , .
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Tich vAa Mo tire 1im. Tac thi e¢d cidn riog ma
nhin. Bdng dén Au, thi phai biét!... Ching
nhin. Nhung ching eang ghét Au.

Nhitng budi trira ning khong phai lam gi,
Tich vd Mo hay ra ngéi bd gidu néi chayén
véi Nghinh' Ba dira rdt thdn nhau, Khéng bitt
chéing ban bac céi g, mi hoi thiy bing Au la
nhiy mat ra hiéu cho nhau khéng néi nira.
Au to mo mudn bidt. Aa ¢3 dinh nghe trom.
Dinh mii, mot hdm Aa m&i bi8t rang ching
c6 mot td chim. Chiang nhdt-dinh chi ba dira

. bi#t v&i nhan d% choi chuag, khing cho Aa
bigt md Auphi. Au thizh choi chim lim+ Aa
van lay chaag: Ci cho Au bi¥t ; Au hfa s@
*khdng pha, chi xem mdt cai thdi, rdi Au s8

nudi chung chim véi chiang. Cao Aua xem, tir
riy gid di; Au ¢ qui banh gi, bdn dua déu
an chung... Nhwog ching ndé biet au réi. Au chi
leo 180 cai 10 mdn. Q14 biah cla Aa, dirag ¢6
%n vao md ch&t. Lidc Aa tire, Au lai gid mil,
doi lai ngay ; khdng co ma gia thi deoc vai eii
tat. Con t6 chim, khong cho Au bidt thi can
ddy, chir cho Aa biét thi 38 deos faa tdnh: Au
hoi tire ching 1a Aa pha. Viy ching nhit dinh
khong bio Au, muda lam gi ciing mic.

~ -
Au tdc lam. Va Aa qua quydt s€¢ tim cho
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bing dugc dé ph4 cho chét hét. Nhuvng vuén
rong thé, biét & dia ma tim ?

Au nghi ra modt k& Loi dung lic Ngh'nh
¢c6 mot minh & chd ching vaa thudag hdi hop,
Au bdo Nghinh :

Ba tréi méi diva vao mot gdc cdy xoan.

— Tieh véi Mo ching no bio tao rdng:
Ching nd khong choi véi may nira.

— Sao vay ?

— Khéng biét. Ching nbé bio ring: miy 6.

— Tao cin gi choi véi ching no.

— 1", cin chd gi!tao choi v&di may; tao cho
may qua mo day nay, dn di.
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quiin 40, né vira khua pbai mdt to ong vaog
giiu kis tropg long 0.1 may...

Cai doc k& cua thiog Nghinh 1dm hai
hai ban ré. Ba ly thdy con sung vii ca mat
thi hoang so¢. Ba cudng cudng chay chira.
- Khi Au da d& budt roi, ba méi hdi diu dudi.
Au bio me 1fing; Tich va Mo dd hua nhan
véi Nghinh xui dai Av. Ba gian 1im. Ba 16i
bai dia coa ra darh cho mét iran thua
song thi®a chét roi dem chéi moi daa v. o mot
géc xoar ngodi vuon. Hai cdy xoan kha xa
nbau, nén Tich va Mo chang thé chuyén tro
cung nhau...

Tich nhin lai phia Mo thi thdy Mo da
nhin xudng, lua vao goc cidy, ha hdoc mom ra
ngti. Tich toi budn cudi. Tich ciling mudn
biat chiée Mo. pgbi >udng, ¢d ngu cho do
buc nhung khéng sao ugi duwoc. Trong co
Tich, c¢ir c6 gi dua lép, nghen ngao. Tich
‘h#dy minh ¢é 1€ cOn khd hon con chd. Nguoi
1a mudn dap lic pao thi ddp. Ma nao c6 phai
16i minh cho caml..

BOng c¢6 ban tay ai bit chiat ‘hai médt no,
No dapg tic nén nd git :
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m¢t ngudi pho Ay ve gia tién ba 1y va dem may
di sSai-gon,

— Thit ba?

— That.

— Tich borg reo 1én nhwr hoa dai :

Tré.: oi |l thich qua l. ch; Mo oi | chi MD' ol !
day ! day! chi Mo cril em sap dwoc di {Sai-gon.

Mo gidat mich mé mit ra, ngo ngac, mém
- S

— Cai gi theé?

— Em sip dugce di v4i bu em r6i. A ha . ..

HET

Cac ban dén coi:

Pau duong x0 cho

(s€ in ra mdt {ap sau)
dé biét Tich di Sai-gén vé&i b3, me onhu
thé nio? Trecng Bdu dwong x6 cho, cac
ban s& thay Tich s3pg véi nhitog iré khdn
ran cua phd phudng, dudi ban tay fan-nhan
cia moQt tén &n may co ti€a cho vay bpog lai.

Nhitng tranh trong sich Hoa-Mai déa khéic & :

FLAMBEAU
Nha Flambeau nhan khae
du céec viée
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