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|~ Hoém #y (r&i vira rang ddng, vé Bdn ho Lé
E dd vac chai lwdi 101 qua béi 1y trdng céi ven
song Hoa d& xu8ng thuyén nan di dénh ca,
(Nguwdi tagoi Bdn la bac vé B8a vi Bdn co di
linh m3iy ndm.) |
 Biy gio nede thity trigu di xu8ng hét da, va
ctra bi&n Thai-binh ¢6 séng Hoa chay vae da
.+ tronén mot biildy rOéng ménh mong. Bay do
rai rdc ndi nhitag rudng ¢6i 1m ban rat rao
trong gié sé¢m. Dirng trén dé sdng Héa trong ra,
bidn ca chicon 1a mgt vach nwée, xa xa ldp
lodng trong xwoag mi duong tan dudi 4nh
~ mattrdi méi moc. T ngoai khoi bay vao mgt
dan ngdng theo hinh chit nhan. Yén ldng vang
. 1én nhirng ti€ng kén quang quic. Dan ngdng
| f'hq thdp xudngz, liéng hang chuc hang trim
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~ong chung quang bii. R3i luc sat mijt coi va
sip stra ddu, lai kéu rdng va hodng hdt cit
canh bay lén khong nhw ngo virc mét diéu gi,
do&n th#y mot vat gi n nup daudsé.

B8n dirng trong thuy&n dim dim ngdm biy
vial quen thude, nhue nhim dém. R8¢ cha cai
xudng vira stra soan mai chéo, vira mim cuedi
lan thdn néi mdt minh: « Sio ma chiing né
uhat d&n th€ dugc.Khong bidt ching né sg cai
¢i ma cir cudng cudng Jén th& I» Bude lai nit
chio & coc cheo xong, chd nglrng lén... Bdng
chi ngdy ngusi nhin... Trong swrong mu vira
yén !ing hién ra mot chiéc tam ban v&i mot
ngudi dieng diag lai dwong kho nhoe chéo
ngygee nuwéde, Thuyén lai gan. Bda whén thiy
ngudi ché thuyén khong phai 12 mét cha  lai
tim thuwdng, vi nguai dy vé miit Eho)‘i ngo,
tran. rong, mit siong, y phl,l‘:. lai tao nha qua, 4
khin nhiéu a0 lwong va quaﬂ lua bach. Ngu'én g
dy gio tay tro lén ngoi chia trén bo s&ng-
nghié¢m nhién hoi Bdn: ‘

— Chua ni la chiia méd, chui chai?

Bén giat minh kinh hdi. Giong ngudi méi -
dén thuc hét giong thiy doi nhit cha chli nfm
xwra. Thiycling qué dudng trong nhw ngur’.’n
nay. Bél gidc chd hodng bt vai chao :

— Lay lhay al | e
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THAY BQOl NHAT 3

Ngudi méi d€n mim cudi hoilai:
— Chy bigt 16i? .
Bdn ngo ngdc:
‘— Con tudng thily 1a thiy doi nhit.
Ngirdi ia van mim cudi dap :
'— Chinh 1512 mot thay doi Nhit
~ Mudn hiusao Bdn lai kinh bodng nhur thé,
td* phai bigt qua ch& d3 binh linh nudc ta ngéy
xura. Ngay xua, dwéi quydn chia Trinh, quén
- chiara tirng sw,sit chia ra tirng doan, tirng dinh.
R6idén déi, dén ngli. Bi gém ¢oé nhiéu ngii.
- Dirng d&ula mot vién doi trudng. Nha nuoc
~ khong m9 bink liph, chi cdn cir viao t& khai
cta cdc Iy tredng ma bit linh trong nhirng gia
dinh da dinh — nha ba anh em trai, phai mgt
ngudi téng ngl. RO giao cho cac vién 4o
trudng mot mdn'nguyét bong vA mét sS rudng
trich & cong di€n, bay moét tan &p niao do.
Vién d¢i 4y nhdn & dudi quyén minh mdt s8
linh nhit dinh, va cling bon ho sng nhwr mét
dai gia dinh. Th&i hoa bianh, cing nhau ciy
18y rudng, trir 18y théz. Thoi ckién tranh, vién
ddi-phat ti€n phat gao cho tinh ctia minh.
Bon nay phap nhi€u I4 nhitng dan em kém v&
trong lang, bi ly trudng ghi tén vao sd binh
dick vi khong c6 ti€n ddat 16t y. Ho thwong
khong c6 y tudng gi vé qube gia, vE viéc qudc
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phong, vé an'phan ngirdi dan \rong cong .
cudc chdng gitt A4t nirdc. He chi biét trén dia
ho ¢6 mét ngudi quyén bir;_lh‘ to tat khong gioi
han, ¢6 thé ra 1énh cho ho phéi lia ch8t, cé
th& danh d4p ho, khi hg khoéng vang 1o, ¢b
thd sai khi®n_ho bit ho hdu ha minh lrang' =
nhitng cdng viéc ritxa véi viée binh cach, -
thdi com, lam b&p. quét don, dap dit, tuwoi
vucrn, nghia la tat ca cac codpg vige cﬁi hon
gia nhan ddi v&i 6ng chii. Ho so bii y ciing
nhr diiy & sg h&i chli,mét dng chit hdng hach,
néu khong tan dc, vd ngodiy ra ho khong biét -
¢ ai nira. P6 12 mét pguyén nhin ciha loan_ -
kiéu binh, cudi thoi Hau-Le Cac vién dcu v
~ trén ho, cac vién quin, vién ldch, ra lenh
cho binh linh gi&tai 1a hon ho riim rdp vang
loi ngey,dli ngudi bi gigt 1a mét vién dai tudng
— ma ho khﬁng bi&t ring cé. Ho chicho do
ia ké thu c¢fa cac thdy déi, chii ho, nbirng
ngudi nudi s8ng bo c6 1hé thudng f:h:_it ho.
Chinh vi nhitng I8 d6 ma khi ngwoi lamil
‘nhan minh la m¢t thiy d¢i nbat. Bn s¢ muét
m3 hoi : Khdc ndo nhwr rét giip sén vay. Rét.
khde kon sén, c6 thé &n thit mém nhiin "clia
sén, nhung rét tur nhién cuén tron thén chiu
- ch&t, khong dam tréng cwr lai sén. Vi ring Sén
la Sén marét cki 1a RE&t. BSn than h\inh vam
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v, stre lue hon nguwdi, nhung khi nghe ngudi
nho nrhd, manh dé kia tu xung la thiy doi
Nbét thi tuw nhién Bon th#ly minh khéng con
dii can dam dirng thing thin nita, voi cii rap
ngay xudng vai chao, khim nﬁm. ‘

— Thira thily, thiy v& day cé vnee giviy a ?

Nguoi la dap :

— Ranh viée quan ta d: choi. Chﬁa ni Ih
¢hua mé ? Ta mudn v6 nghi mot lat..

BOn lai vai thém mft vai v noi

— BAm thiy chuia nav 1a chia Bén. Nhu'ng
thiy khdng lén dugc dAu vi phai I¢i qua ba;
co6i bun 12y nay.

Ngam nghi mét 14t chi lai néi ¢

— Hay thiy mudn lén thi dé con cnng thiy
1€n.

Budng loi, chit bude xudng nuwde,~di lai
thuyén nguoi la, ghé vai dirng ché. Nguoi Kia
cling khoéng ngdn ngai, dwa hai cdnb-tay ra
voug l8y ¢d chia chdi. Bdn cdng ngudi fa trén
lrng nhe nhang nhir cOng mét dira tré, mau
le leo Ién mit d&. Lic dit xudng ddt, B6n méi
kip nh2n thdy nguoi dy di ddi ing chén va ¢
gidy lrng, khuit trong do dai, c6 deo chiée
ki€ém ngiin, tra trong vo kham sa cir. Chu lan
thin nghf thim : « Thady doi nhit nay hénla
giau lAm. Nhirng sao thily di choi lai kbéng cé

\
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linh theo hiu.» Nglﬁri la . chirng ciing doan

_“th8y y nghi 8y trong cip mit tb md cia chd
lai, néa néingay:
— Bon linh theo ta 5 lén san. Chua hay dua
ta v€ clilia... chuia chi?
— Bém thdy chia Bn: Méi thay di, con xiu
'~ din dudng. ¢
Bon dua nguwoi la xudng dé, di vong mot
thira rudng, qua cai cdng gach thip vao trong
chva. Swircu ra don tiép. D6 la mot nguai trac

Lt tudn, than thé cao lon, hai mit thao ldo,

ham n&, miéng réng, chan buéc manh bao,

ti€ng noi oang oang :

- — A di da phart!

Bon véi ti€n 1én n6i nhd véi sir cu miy cdn
Tirc thi nha sir goi ti€un 18y chi€u méi gidi pha
1én chiéc sdp & phong quan cwr va moi khach |
igoi. Nhung khach rét to mo, mudn di xem

~ R€ét ngay cac noi trong chua.- Chang cuing Bdn

!én chuia trén, chui qua gim bé tho Phat, ré
ra phia san chua, leo lén gac chuéng. Chang
14y lamla riing kbac hfin voi ciac chna chi@n
trong nude, & diy gac chudng lai & veon sau,
lién véi «hdn cungy the Phat. Chang ngd y dy
véi BOn thi BSn ké ring :

— Thuwa thay, vang nay thuoag khong duge
yén, bi giic b& qudy nhidu inén. Chang no di
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nhiing thiyen bdng to tréng & ngodi khoi tat
" vao.Dé la gifc Tav hay mo: doi khi gisic Cat-ba:
Ching né di d&n dau & 438t nha vét cia, chém
“giét lwong dan hiép chsc phu nir dén ddy. Dan *
khiip viing khéng ¢d cach ndo chng cu ndi,
nén hé thfy gifcsip dé€n 1a ho chay,mang theo
doge thue gi thi mang, khoag thi d& lai cho
chung cueép phé, chi c6t chay thoat 18y nguoi.
'Vi th& ma m3y lang chung v8n gép sirec dung
lén ngdi chia indv, va ciing vi th& ma gac
chudng chia nay khong & pbfa tam quan, lai #
¢ san hau cung, nghia 13 & phia gdn lang mae.
Gan duge hon ti nao hay ti 8y,phai khong thoa
thdy. Co tiéng chudng bdo ddng la dan gian
nghe th¥y lién ma bd chay cho kip. Day nay,
thiy trong xem; dirng ddy xay veé phia cae
lang, khong m¢t x6m nzo khu#t ci, tiéng
chudng khéng bi viréng vdp vao mdt vét gi
cao. Trén gac chudng, ngay dém lac nao ciing
c6 mot cha ti€u dirng canh.HE ban ngdy trong
thdy thuy&n bdng & bién sén véo, bé ban dém
' khong giding nghe th#y ti€ng séng v6 &m Am
vao man thuy&n,la thinh mét hdi chudng déng
da. Tire thi v& phia dan cur ti¥ng kéu hé «cod
gidic » ddy 1én, ngoadi dbng giai-gai, gia tré
cbay uia ca 1én phia nguoe, 40 4o nhu nwrée
vo dé. Thinh xong hdi chuéng rdi chu tién = |
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'cung chay n8t, chay voi tHt ca cdc sir céc ticn
_trong chiia. Nhwng thinh thodng ¢lng c6 mot
vi sir cu dao d& chdog lai dwge cuap.Con thiy
cac eu ké rﬁng m6t h3i c6 mot vi swr gidi vo tu
o day.. Nghl udng rirgn nhw tinh, danh bac
nhwr quy, chén ca thit ciy...
 Nguéi khdch la mim cwéi ndi @

— Thye 1a Lo-tri-Tham tai thé.
. B&n khong bi#t L6-tri-Tham 14 ai, ciing dip
li€u : « Vang. thwra chinh th8. » R3i k& tiép :

— Thwa thdy, ddn gian cdc ving nay déu
ghél vi su ﬁy, ¢ling dBu s¢ ngai, nhit ngoai
sue khbe 13 lang, ngai lai co phap thuat.cao
cudng nira. Nhung [ir ngay ngai tri dirge btpn
- cudp phéi khiép dim thi ai ndy d8a ton ngai
- 1én bgrc 4n-sw, ngai mudn thac gila cé ngay
- thire &y dem d&a ciing k& cA mon thit cly.
« Lin 8y bon gidc Tau kéo d&€n hon chuyc
thuyén bong, trén mbi chifc cé6 téi hon hai
chuc quan cu'a:ﬁrp, khi gi6i ddy. di. Chiing né
d&avao gifra dém. Lén mit dé, chiing bat hdng
sdng ruc mot goc gidi, roi kéo vao cdc lang
cadp pha. Trong khi 8y ,thi s cu di cho
thinh xong h8i chuéng bao dong va da xudng
An dwyi hiim kin x4y ngim dudi gic chudng
nay, 4y a. Ch¢ cho im liing sw ca ciing bon su
ong, s bas, va cac chi tifu 'méi & noi 4n nip

3
&
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mo ra, 1én 1én mit dé xem xét tinh hinh. Lic
bdy gir ngoun lira dudc cha giiic di-xa ldm,
nh#p nhé nhir 1 ma troitrong ddng lua. Tigng
kéu ti€ng goi mbi liec mét thém nhd. VE phia
dudi sdng thi mudri hai chiée thuyén béng x&p
bang ndm quay mili vao bd, ldi xde ra nhw
binh nan quat. Sir cu thi tp”a‘m ra lénh cho mot
chu tién ¢di quin 4o linxudng séng lai gin
div thuy&n tham thinh. M6t 14t sau chii tido
tr& vé bach véi s curfing ¢é nim s tén gidc
& lai canh thuy&n, nhung déa ngh say ca. Thi
ra, thea thay, ching né d& guen véi cai tinh
hén nhat eda ddp viing nay ldm rdi. Chung nd
chic mam 1fing ching ai dam bén méng dén
gin thuy&n chiing n6, d%n gin vi td mo thoi,
chur dﬁmg n6i d& danh voi. Vi th& trong khi
mét moi. chiing né binh tinh ngi mat gific
ngon lanh cho swéng mit, cher che pita ben
ddng dang khuan véc chia cai vé thuydn de
dugc khde khoin ma chéo ma nu (1). Ching
né ciing dd cin than dé lai m¢t tén dung canhb
trén mui. Nhwng chi m§t iat sau, tén ﬁy ciing

ngu khi ra ndt. » , ’

(1) Ny, mét 18i ché thoyén b 8n cia ngedi Tan, mii
¢héo qua lai di ngang trong nuéc. Nguwol Tau goi la hoa,
ta got la uy,
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Nguoi khach cuwdi va nhw n6éi mft wminh : 1

—Ey dé | tir tin qu4, cdy & sirc minh qoé -
thi bao gi& ciing sinh ca h#t cén.

Va BOn th8y nguoi dy 18y & thi ra mot vat
dai nhu chiéc dfia vA hiy hody ghi m#y giong
chir vio m¢t manh gidy, Chu t0 md ghé mét
nhin thi la chua ! cai diia nhon viét thanh chit
den. Chii hoi: ‘

— Bim, c4i but gi ma la thé, ll:lu'_a thay ?

. — Do la cai biit chi caa ngudi phuong tay
dem lai cho ta.

Bdn ching hién gi h&t, nhung s¢ hdi khong
dam hdi thém nira, nguoi khéch la nhu ké ti€p
cidu chuyén ciia Bon : 1

— Th& rdi bon sw 1én 1én thuyda tréi gidc
lai. . . Phai khong cha ¢hai ? |

— B’ﬁm thiy, khéng, ho khéng tréi, ho giét
sach, chfing d& sét lai mot m8ng nao. Giéttedn
b%ng dao nhon ma sw cy dai thira sin.

Nguwoi kbach la mim cudi néi ;

— Mo phat ! Sir ey hdn dea bon ho 1én Nat-

Ban. |
- — Thura th3y, d6 la s b#t ddec di ma ciing
la mdt cich gia thit cho nhiéu vi s trudc da
hi quan gifc b& giét hai. CAc nha sw bi giét
nhiu qua dén ndi chua pdy dd mot dao bo
- hoang khéng ai dam d&€n chuy tril nira, Roi mai
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san md&i c6 vi sir cp nghia hiép ay vé tu hanh.
Cu mo toan nhirng tay an swong ¢ vang nay
vao lam tlén Vi thé ma chuyén dy cu thanh
ng. Thtta thdy, vi phai thao ngh® méi cim
%1 con dao nhon ma dim vao c0 quan cudp
' dugec. Céc su ti€n thwong chi quen tang kinh
niém pbat thi troi con ga khéng ndi con gidt
duge ai’l Thue #ay, ngay con mdira linh, cbi
cim thanh pod }dn d& riang rgn cad ngudi. Thé
ma ba thang san, con chém .. chadi di dit
~ soén soet.
- Nguwoi kia lai mim cuéi :
— Tudng chi chém gic.
- — Thua thay, con chira danh m¢t trdn nao.
" Nhung chém chudi cling di th#y kho roi.Gip
giic chi viéc coi giiic nhir cdy chudi la chém
‘duge dit cd lién.

- Phai, ¢ 1€ ciing rira. Nhurng. v& sap bon
- gific bién khong béo thu ? %
— Thuwa thay, giét xong bon giik thuy’én. sir
cu li€n phéng hda 4t h&t ca mudi hai chiéc
thuyén béng. Ngon Iira bdc 1&én ngun ngut,
khi€n quan gidc trong thidy biét c6 bi&n phai
gnay gi& lai. Thanh thir ching né chwa cudp
" béc, tan pha degc miy may. Trong khi dy thi
sir cy dd cung mén do 14t dudng chay thiing
lén huyénbdo quan dem binh linh v& Gidc .
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- mAt hét thuy€n khéng trdn ra khoi dwge, ci
lan quét & quanh viag, roi miy hdm sau din -
~ din bi bdt rdo, chfing thoit mot m8ng. Tixr dé
chiing hi®u sao m¥y lang ching con khdng bi
cudp chéc niza.

Nguwéri khéach la ngét 1o hEn

— Giic ching né s¢ khéong ddm vEé ?

— Bim chiag nd vin v& nhwng chi téi
nhitng viing kbic ma trir hin viing ching con
1a, Chirng ching n6 n& phuc s cy; biét phép
s cu rdi. Nguoi ta con ddn réing thudng
thudng ching né yin dem qua cap hdu hi dén
déng s cy nita, ché rd c6 thirec khong. Chi biét
riing v& sau nhitng vi sir k& tiép thay su cu déu
14 nhitng ngudi vo nghé cao crong va déu giir
cho vung chiing ¢con dugc yén dn.

Nguoi kia tho dai nér :

— Tri an la cong viée cia tri€a dinh, thé ma -
lai & trong tay bon tu hdanh w?... Sau nay ta
s& khong dé nbir rira duge.

Bdn ngo ngac nhin ngudi khach la, khoag
hiéu sao ngudi dy lai thdt ra mét can néi la
lung nhw the&, Gitta lic d6 hon chuc chiéc

thuyén bdng tir khoi gi€ vao sdbng Hya.Bdn trd .

m#t hd miéng dirng ling hoi lau. RSi hodng
h&t bio nguwdi khach la: « Gide! Ché&t ca roi !
Gidc! « Cha vé 18y dii chudng nhung bi ngudi
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kia cdn 13i lién :

— Birng thinh chuéng ! B& miic ta xir tri.

B&n cang kinh ngac, mdt mé cang to, miéng
- b4 cang rong. Chu khoéng hidu. Ngudi kbach
diu chi xu8ng géc chudng d& ra de.

Lén téi dé, BOn di thiy diy thuydn diun
thanh hing & ngoai b3i ¢di, va theo sau mot
ngwdi mic 40 vin kién dd théu kim tuyén mét
- bon 40 nAu nainit gon gang, vac guom vac
ddo vae cung kéo t1a 1én b). Cha kinh hai sdc
vQi ngudi khach la 18n vai, roi cong chay tudt
xu8ng ddng. Bon quén linh dudi theo, nhung
khoé lé6ng dudi kip, vi Bén chay nhanh nhw
© gi6. M4i luc ngudi la bio chang : « Khéng se,
d6 la binh linh cta ta», chang moi dirng lai
d& ngac nhiéu thy bon theo sau lay phuc ca
- xudng dit. Ngwroi la gio tay gat va 1a hiéa bao
ding ddy. R6i ra lénh cho Béa :

— Bay gi¢ chu lai cong ta vé ghe, nghe!

Lén thuy8n ngwoi y hodi tén ho gqué quain
" B8n, va truyén moét ngudi trong bon tuytong
ghi chép vac m%ﬁqnjé‘n ba. Dean chang néi:

— Chu Bdn ho Lé, ngay sau néu ta lam nén
thl ta s€ cfit nhfic chi 1én quyén cao chirc

trong, Vay chu wng chirc chi ?

- BOn ngdm nghi, twdng d&n céi cai oai quyén
ma cba cho 13 v6 bhan cua cic thay di nhat,
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lién ddp:
— Thua thiy, con chi thich lAm thdy dai,

nhit,

Ngudi khdach mim cudi ¢ .t

— Cht khéng mudn lam to hun? Lam qnan
trong tri¢u chiing han? - |

— Khkong, con chi thich lhm thﬁy dol nhil
~ Nguoi kia vAn mim cudf; néi: - P4

— Rita thi dage ! Chd s& lam thiy doi nh&t.

Hai bén tir gid nhan. I‘l‘ﬁng thuy&n bdng
chay khudtra khoi,va B8n tré vé chide ﬂmth
nan ddnh ca cGa minh,

]
L] .

N#m ndm sau. Chta Nguyén dl d'et diort
nba Tay-son va 160 ng6i Hoang-DE th8ng nlige
nuéc Viét-Nam. Trong Nam, ngoai Bic dau
ddy d3 binh dinh, dan cwr di bAl diu an cu
lac nghiép.

Nhung chit vé B8n ho L& ?ﬁ-u s6ng cai doi
riéng ctia ¢chit nhw xwa, do dﬁn chailuéi.

Chi khdéng thay cé gi tha
si thay d81 twr nhién : sinh thém hai déra con,

mot trai, mot gai. Tuy lang dd c6 mo héi trong
vai ngay d& mung thanh chda méi ra d<i, chu
ciing chi d& y toi nhitng cudc vui, chéo hat;-

1. ngoai nhitng |
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miia r3i, leo gidy. .
Sédng hém Hy, chi van vac chai luéi xudng
thuyén di danh c4 nhr moi ngay vd chu vui

thi cé@t cao giong hat di hat lai mal"biu veé,
Truong-Chi :

Ngay zwa cé anh Tr-m:rnq-(,‘h!

Ngwoi-tht rdat 2du hdt thi rat hay.

Cé 1an chu ngirng lai & cdu 4y d& & phac
hoa ra hinh thu anh Truong-Chi ma chi dem
. long theong hai. Chu thi chu 'hdl't khéong hay
IAm, nhung chi ciing khéng xHa [dm nhw anh
Truong-Chi. Chi nhé ngay di linh dd nhi&u
¢d hang qua, hang banh say mé chi, ho khong
say me v€ giong hat ma say mé vé vé dep trai
cia chi. C8 nhién d6 khong phai la nhitng
con quan thira trdng. Va chd mim cuwdi tiép :

My-nwong & chdn (du tdy,

Con quan thira twdng ngdy rdy cam cung,

Truong-Chi vdn & ven sbng

Chéo dod ngang gioc dém débng dai ddu. . .

Dém thanh chdng hdt mot ecdu
Gid dua thoang thodng téildu My-nwong.

My-nwong nghe hdt thi thwong,

Hb tréng thdy mdt anh chuwong lai ché.

Bdn vira hat vira bt ddu chéo thuyén xudi

.

giong nudc. Bdng trén mﬁt dé c6 ti€ng hot -

hoang goi durt lai :
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— Béc vé Bdn ! _
Chd ngirng chéo, hdi:
— Goitoia? '

- - Ngudi kia vira thd h8n hén vira ndi :

— Phai., Ongly... cho mé&i bac... ra dinh,
cO viée quan., | | |

B&n giat minh, héi lai :

— Ra dinh ? C6 viéc quan | 4

Chi khong hién la vige gi, nhwang c¢hi doan

. chic chiiu 14 mot vi¢c dir Léu nay chi khdng

dinh dang vao mét viée gi trong lang troug |
x6m, chi nbiin nha lam cai ngh8 chai ludi cia
minh. Va tuy ¢4 duoc chiit thir vi san khi mén
linh, ché vAn khong hé ra dinh bao gid. Cht
mong ngudi ta d2 chd yén thin, vad chd vin
durgc nhir long wée nguyén. Sao bay gio Ong
1y lai goi cbhi ra dinh, ma lai ra dinh cé vié¢e

- quan. Chi biin khodn nghT nggi va hoéi thém :

— Quan co trat doi 16i, phai khoéng ?
— Toi khong bi&t. Oag 1y sai téi dén ngay
ding bac d8 moi bac chéc nira ra dinh, vi bigt

~ bac di ngh® so'm lim, D&a nha thi bic di ra
~ b&n rdi. Toi phai hjc tdc chay ra day.

B6n ngin ngai 4p thuyén vdo bd, cim sio,
Va budn phién lo ling n6i [Am bim : « Co vige
gquan | -Quéi | Khong bidt viée gi th€ ndy ? »
Roi li€u hoi ngudi dén tim minh :
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— The t6i di nghé&, truwa v& ra dinh cé duwge
khong ?

Chi 1o m& nghi dén be trﬁn |

— 01 ﬁh;)qg duge. ]..png sdp hop r&i ma ! %

— SEP hop ? Nhung moi khi lapg hqp thi cb :
cidn moi toi dan ?

— Thi bac cir ra dinh xem sac nao | Ch:_;g 1y
khin khoidn cho méi béc, thi t4t nhién I phai
cidn c6 mit béc & dinh Chif. " i |

Bén d3 vit chai luwéilén con sao, vic vai,
roi thuyén burge 1én mit dé. Chi con hoi thém
mot cAu :

— Thé anh cé bidl mang thang 1a vige gi
khéng? |

— Nghe dau ¢o viéc dén quan

BOn thﬁy bot lo : |

— Dén t;uan ? Chicé vié: dtfm gquanihoéi ?
Nhu'ng sao don quan lai cdin dén h'n 2. Ho¥n

Ch1 lai ngom ngop so !

— Hay guan v& bit t6i ra linh khoa nita ?

— Khéng, chiic khong phal thé Béc dirng
ngai.

V& t6i nha, Bdn di sira soan liEn, tuy con
som Jim. Chinh chn ciing dd nghe tiéng md
'rao m&i quan vién, dﬁng budi t1 wa radinh Lop
viéc lang. |

Chu mic frum ra ngoai quin nén céi qian
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vai tring, va phi ra ngoai c4i 40 canh nhugm
vO 80 mot c_hiék; 4o lwong bac mau, quin roi
lén dﬁu'mﬁy vong khiin nhiéu tgm giang Jda cii
va 56 chan vao doi gidy da lou dé lau kaoung
dung dd méc trﬁﬂg Thim v npﬁu: nghia chu,
va quén ca ndi léng lo W- mim cudi gat gu

~ khen:

— Tréng thay méy ra phétlﬁm !

Chﬁ thi cha khang cudi dwrge nita. Chua chi
mong cho chéng ra dinh d2 bist dich xem cb

viéc gi lién can dén cha.

~ Nhung khi ra d&n dink, chi vin chﬁng bikt
gi hon. Ngwai ta doc va giang cho chi hay
rang sang mai quan ddu tinh va cic quan
phi huyén s& v& dinh lang tuyén mét bin

~ chién chi cida dirc Dai-Nam Hoang-DE€. Ta sic

€6 noi thém rdag than bao ky ly, trong s§ d4
‘phai c6 miit vé binh Lé-vin-B&n, s& bay huong
an & dinh d& bai ti€p chifu cbi. Bén khong
~ hilu chi&u chi 1A gi, nhung 1dy lam la mot
di€u, 14 sao trong to sitc chi néi rd ¢6 mot téa
minh,

Chd bén khodn dem y nghi dy ra ban voi
bang xém, lang gi€ng thi aiaicing co 4clam
doa dam chi.Ho d&u n4i phen nay ¢o6 khi cha
s€ mat dau, bay it nh#t cling bi bit di thu
Cao-bing,Lung-son chi do.Viéc sﬁp xayra cho

7
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chi chi ¢6 thé 1a vide dcr. chir con 13 vié> hay :
" sao dwge. Vi chi d& 1dm nén cong cAn gi ma
bao réng tridu- dinh v& ban thudng cho chll

~Co ngudi hoi chd ;
— Vay trong thoi di linh, bic v¢ c¢6 ldm nén

cdﬁg trang gi khong ?

BOn con dweong ng&m nght ¢d nhé lq'u. thl: =

mot nguwoi khac da noi ti€p : |
— Cong trang ma lam gi ? Bac di linh la dl‘
linh véi triéa mr&c, triéa nay la tr:éu vun
khac co ma. ' ,
Béa chiing hidn tridu nao véi fridu nao.
cang thdy cau chuyén trd nén r3i ren kho chiu.
Sudt dém hdm Zy Bdn ddng chgp mit la -
giat minh thirc day. Vi zhd luén ludn mo thiy
nyinh bi tréi, bi gong, bi gidi ra phap trwéng.
Vo chu thily chi ch8c chdc lai thé dai hay kéu
khd thi ¢ tim l&i an di chi | k
'— Théy ns cir yén tAm : mina chiing lam gi
nén toi thi chfing ai lam gi minh.

Chu gat :
— The sao trong to surc lai ¢6 riéng mjt tén

[y

- tao
— Co tén thi di sao ?.. C6 tén thi dé lh co

toi o ?

- Loi giai cta thim vé lam cho chbng baot lo

doi chuil.
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= Va lai nhigu khi tring téntrﬁug ho chir:
bigt dau Lé-vin-Bdn Xy lai khbng la Lé-viin

Bdn khac. ‘
- — U, biét dau nhi, bu mhy nhi? -

Bdn thdy virng da, ngdi dfy hiit di€a thude

~ 140. R&i chi thé khéi, suy nghf : « Nhurng
ma lang minh lam gi ¢6 hai Lé&vi#n-B8n. Noi

rd Lé-viin-Bdn lang nay thi dich 12 minh r3il»

Va chd run 1én biin bat bdo vg:

— bi:h tae rdi, bu may a... Hay trda ?

Chu’ truong dén nhitng bai céi rdm rap
ménh raéng : « Brong dém dinh thuy&n vao
An & do thi ¢6 thanh tim thiy !» |

— U, phéi d4y, bu may a, hay tao di tr8n ?

— Thay may rd Hin thiin 1 Vide gi ma tién?
Pén bi&t ¢6 toi cling chd nén trdn, vi tdi cAng
ning thém, nita minh cbic chin ring minh
xwa pay chi lrong thién lam idn thY ai ngudi
ta lam t¢i minh co chit ! |

— Biét dau dﬁyl

BOn trda loi vén tﬁt va nghi dén nhirng
chuyén thil héin, t8 c4o, chiéu xung, « Bi&t dan-
lai khéng ¢6 dira ©wé (8 cdo man ring minh
lam gitic. » Nhitng chuyén gific Tau, gige Cat
ba cudp phd dan gian lai 1én vén trong oc
cha. Chi m¢t thdng cudp 8y né khai man tén
chii ra 12 chid di ta mot géng, m#t diu ciing
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~  chua biét chirng. Ché ¢8 nhé ngpwee mii lén
thoi gua khir. Phdi, m4§t lda dd 14n Jim, hinh

nhir chi 6 k& v&i mot ngwdi khéch la ring su
cu chia Bé€n l4p mun giét chét siu tén gidc
canh thuyén... f

— Bich rdi, bu may a. RB tac di va mém va
miéng.

Thim vé cﬁng dém lo, lhong tha hoi lai:

— Minh v§ mom va mléng bao gidr ?

— DP4i lau, Nbung dich réi! ~

Va chu thuat qua cdu chuyén cho v¢ nghe,
Thim vé bat eurdri bdo chii: |

— K& cdu chuyén Hy thi t6i tinh gi. Khéng
minh nghe t6i, minh cir vitng tam.

Chu ciing nghe 101 vo ¢§ vitng tam ngdi bat
vit thudc lao cho dén sang.

3 . ;

B =

i
-

Sédng hém %y, chd chéng com nudc gi,

~ danb bd v phue hom trudc thiEt théa di
- ra dinh. Ai gip chi, ciing kinh ngac bao

cho chu biét ring ché gia di dén muoi

- tudi. Ma chd gia di thwe. M&t sdn hodim vao,

ma hoép bin xudng, rdu ria phd cd ra.
Nhung bay gi¢. chu khong biéin khodn lo ling
nita, Chii G danh pauc tong sd phan r6i. Du

w
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xay ra sw gi, chu cﬁng cam chiu, iU l.{'jl thi a ;-
{0, mét ddu thi m#t dan, chu con biét lam thé f.'
nao ! Ti€ng c& bay phdn phat, ti€ng lrﬁnm 3 :
ti€ng chiéng, tiéng dan ba tré con reo ‘mung, |
1 lrgt ngodi dwong nhw di xem hoi, Cha, %<3
khdng lru v dén gi _hét chu nhw cai xac |
khéng hon tirddn dén mot noi dinh ménh. |

Ra dinh, chu th3y & gian’ giita mét c¢ai
hwong 4n khoi trim nghi ngit. Hai bén, tan, - S8
qdat, bat birn bay ra hai bhang. Truéc 4n, |
chiu hoa gidi gioc ra san, tof tan dbn% dinh. % |
‘Thén hao ky 1§ da déng d1 ca. Ho'duwong ban
tan v& chu, chu chic th€, vi ngoai chi ra,
nguoi ta con ban tan dén m.‘)t ai, d&n mot viée
oi kkédc nira ? ;

Bdng tiéng loa thét 1én & diu lang: « Quan o
da vé toinoi !» Bonthdn hao ky ly sing sinh Bl |
trong 4o thyng lam, d3u d9i mil t&. chan di hla 5
réng, luc tuc theo nbhan ra dén. Vé B8n chan
tay biin riin, viu chit 13y cgt dinh, va nhé lic
16n x6n, dirog ¥ & d6. VA cfing khong ai lwn §
dén chu, va nguwdi ta A5 quén bing sy ky diecd
tén chi trong té sire clia quan hdm trirée.

Tiéng trong, tiéng chiéng, tiéng nbac bat Am
mot liic mét ¢&n. RGi vOng cac quan ti€a vdo
san dinh. Haitén linh méc 40 ndn bung mot =
hom sic va m¢@t hom trao pbuc dit lén m ¢t céi

G - — - =
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an thw ké trude hu'orng an. 2 |
- Cac gquan bwéce vao chign lay tAm Iay. hmg S
. hé :« Thdnh hodng van tu€, van van tu€.» réi .

-

truyén cho goi Lé-viin-B8n vao quy trirdc 4n. =8

Bénkhong con h8a via nao nita, sg hii lam d
theo loicac quan nhwr ¢6 ddu theo 1&i ho hhng e -
vao l;y treée ban tho nha chéng vay. s ifl

Mot 0ng quan, hai tay cim m{t t& gidy vaog 2 j
rongmo ra. Bdn th#y cé6 ddy nhirng déu &n- |

son dd chst hinh vnéng Ong quan dong dac -
doc nhitng cau chirnho,cudi citng cé hai ti€ng i
Kham-tai. Bda chiing hidn 18y m¢t chix. Nguoi
ta bdo B8n lay tam lay va tung bd : Thinh
Hoang van tu€. Thi Bn ciing lam theo vd cling '35
- batchwéce ede quan ndi:« Thanh Heang van i
tu&, van van tué.» Chirng 6og quan vira tuyén o
sic doan bi€t rﬁng B6n chua hléu gi hét, neén 1
ngai giAngpghia: = - 3 e
« Trong khi Hodng-thugng con gian trudn 'E
LA-v%0-B3a di td rala mot téi tryng thanh can y
dam vadic lyec, nén nay lén ngdi biu ving
ménh Troi th¥ng iri mudn dan. Ngai nhé déa
cong pho gid clia y, xudng chifu cho y chire
tede Nhit phim doi trirdag, va cdp cho ynim & [ |
mruroi miu cong dién gitkldm tr sdn. Y s& dur %
bin voicac quan ban hat v& cac vigée tri an
hang tinh, va thang thang theo phadm trit dén

-
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ctdu lay Thanh-hoang taivong cung. tinh ly.»
DPoan m & bomtrdo phuc 18y mii 40, xiém,
hia dwa cho B8n va truyén Bdn déng vao Bdn
vin chira hidu rd su tinh, nhu'ng bigt chie rﬁnﬂ
khﬁng phai 1a mot tin dit nita, hon hé di vao
 budng gidi v8 valoay hoay miivai bon ky ly
méi lam xong cai cOng viéc khé khidn. Moi
nguoi con mai kinh ngac khéng ai kip hdi Bon
hay mirng BSn mot cau. |
Mgt 14t san, B8n ruc r& trong phidm pbuc
-m&i budc ra. Cac quan vai chao. BSn sung
_ swéng vai lai R6i BOn theo 16 vao trirée 4n lay
tam lay nika, tung ho « van ta& » mot ldn nira.
‘Th¥ 14 18 tit,
Quan lBug-dbc vii curoi bﬁo Bon :
- — T nay quan l&n la ban déng lién, 13 ban
‘ddng lhanh voi ching toi rdi d6.
"BOn cbiing hidu dong ligu, ddng thanh
la gi, ciing « gia » mot ting se sé.
Quan tuiin phi héi do Bdn :
- — Chiéing hay quan lén thec giup Hoang
- tfmqmg vao dip nao ?
BOn hoi ldpg ting, ngdp ngirng daip
| — Bam quan 16n, chung_{6i cfmg can coé gi
dau,... chang qua...
BOn khong bi&t ndi sao cho lon cédu, vi thue
rac hi ciing chfing nbé rdng minh di lam
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nén cong trang gi. Nhung ai nfy déu chu la”
chi nhin minh.C6é mt ditu ma cac quan déo -

Ify lam tirc cwdi nhung khong ai dam nhéch
‘ mép, s pham {¢i bat kinh voi phﬁm tude

triéu dinh, la cai chircla lang « Chanh nhit 3

.

phdm d¢i trudng » cha Bén.

Bdn thi khong thdy tirc cuoi, nhtrng vﬁn e

khong hiéu. Chi 1o m& nhé lai rdng cé6 m 6t
lin minh ngd véimét ngudi khach long uée

ao dugc lam thay ddi nh&t. « Hay chinh nguoi-_ L

dy di chay chot cho minh céi chie nay 2 _
Bén b& ngs tu hoi. Quan chanh nh#t phﬁm,*

doi trudng ngdy nay cé bidt dau rfing nguwdi

khich la ndm xwa Hy chinh la dirc Gia-Long.
~ Nhung biit dia tir hai ba thdang san tr& di
thi céc quan tinh Hai-Daong di h#t tire cuoi,
vA quan Chanh-nhit-phim dél-tru&ng cua‘
chiing ta ¢6 18 ciing A5 h&t bd ngd. fo il
Vi thang thing, cir ngdy mong m@l trong
khi cac quan tinh con duong yén gide dieg
thi ba hoi trdng 1on & vong cung bﬁng déng
dac uy nghi dinh thirc cdc ngai diy. Do la
ba hoi tréng cua quan Chanh-nhﬁ‘t-phhm
doi-tredng B8n ho Lé. Sang mdng mot thang
nao ngai cling nh& dén cong viée cua ngai,.
Ngdi ddy tir diu canh tw, thdi com in, roi xép
mii 40, xiém hia vao tay nai ndu, véc vai cude

.
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