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*DICTATION FROM VIETNAM « FOR TRANSMIS

SION ON SATURDAY 6th NOVEMBER 1965
ONE ITEM ;

In the course of a parliam+ntary speech on Tue:day Mr.

Paul Hasluck, the Australian Minister for External Affairs,
spoke at lengkh on the sitation in Vietnam.

He said that :

In South Vietnam the monsonn season will shortly be over
without the Viet Cong having made the gains they m ght have
expected when the weather favoured guerrilla operations. The
Viet Cong have suffered very heavy casualties. There is some
evidence that morale has been alfected, they are +esorting moe
« p2nly to terroriam in an attempt 10 bring unwilling recraits inte
their ranks, they are adopting brutal methods in taking food supp-
lies from the people Happily more and more of the South Vier.
namese peopl:- have been sulliciently freed from the imminent risk
of Viet Cong retaliation to aive nlomation about the movements
and intentions of the Communit lor The numbers of South
Vietnamese Govenement forces have nisen by some 40.000 mes
in recent months, The increase in United States forces announced
by President Johnson in August. has taken place and continues
The Australian battalion has been built wp 10 4 batalion group.
A combat division from the Republic of Korea, itself a vietin
of Communist aggression 15 years ago, but sow able 1o re -ase
forces to assist others is arriving in Viewam. Some roads have
been reopened through temitory where Viet-Cong forces are
strong.

The mobility of forces in Vietnarm has been improved o that
they can quickly respond to Viet Cong attacks. Vietn: me
Government forces and those of count-ies supporting them incly
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ding Australian 1roops have mounted npsrations by land and air
againat the Viet Cong war zones in which they are established
in strength,

It was an operation of this nature recently, an operation to
penetrate and drive out the Viet Cong from forest country which
they have occupied for years without challenge. that has broughi
Australian casualties.

There are signs of greater politicel stability in South Vier.
nam and the Vietnamese Gove, ;ment 15 developing programs such
as the recent dust:ibution of land to farmers, for the - economic
and social unproveuent of the lor of the people.

The Government, is most grateful to the skilled and devote.!
Australians who have gone to Vietnam and in dif iculs times
given great assistance 10 the people there, but it must be remen.
bered that Vietnam is a country which has known war and the
economic and social strains of war. for a long time.
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