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Minister's office delivered last Tuesday at the National Press
Center's weekly briefing ;
Gentlemen, Political and mili
ceeded one another during these last years in the Vietnamese
Highlands, have drawn the attention of political circles in the
country, as well as abroad, on the Montognards problem.

events which have suc-

Recenly, at the ceremony welcoming back 483 members of
the dissident Fulro gioup in Banmethuot on September 16,
Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky stressed that the Government's
Montagnard Policy is based on « National Unity and Collective
Progress in the Spirit of National Unification. This is a new
policy which is “most appropriate to the present situation of
the country,

In fact, under the Ngo regime, the Montagnard policy was
but a pragram which aimed ut solving the living problems of o
nuuber of Lowlanders who lived a poor life on the arid land of
the Central Delta. The paychologically, ill-planned work which
had been achicved on a partial and totalitarian basis had given
the Montagnards the impression that they were oppressed. This
work also provided good food for enemy propaganda against the
government, B

Meanwhile, the V.C., in their efforts to take over and
communize the South tried to solve the Montagnard problem
from a psychological, political and military angle. They made

use of all maneuvers to incite the Montagnards to commit such
crimes 74 looting and murders so that, through fear, they would
never go back 1o the national commnoity.

Under the auccessive regimes, following the Nov. 1, 1963
Revolution, the Montagnard policy only aimed at solving con-
hicts, soothing and calming down reactions hom the Montagnards
agamst the government.

Thus faced with the necessity of consolidating the civ
sphere to support the Armed Forces at the frenthme, and with
the thieat of dissension among the people, provoked by traitors
to the nationss the goveinment has, in time worked out a Mon.
tagnard policy_to answer propedy the needs taised by the
present situation of the country.
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Good salaries, fringe benefits and |
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tharg tin x5 Antara 1ir oay do 4.-
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