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* DICTATION FROM VIETNAM » FOR TRANSMI.
SION ON WEDNESDAY 25th AUGUST 1965,

ONE ITEM

Viet Cong-controlled Rung Cham ares, the artery, sup-
plyiog combat potential to guenilla units operating in the Il
tacucal zone and a Viet Cong main hospital treating all wounded
gueriillas have been deswoyed recently by 7th lofantry
Division men.

The indigo-forested ares wan controlled by Viet Cong
guerrillas two years sgo. It was a * boggy swamp > huadreds o
square kilometers wide in the Thap Muoi marshy plain. It was
located near km.. Tuong and Moc Hoa provincial border, sbout
Sauth-East of Tuyen Nhon district and sbout 30
kilometers from My Tho province capital.

ong since considered as a « dead land », Rung Cham
area was cromed only by two paths and offered no resources 1o
be exploited besides 11s two-meter tall indigo plants, The impene-
trable area thus has been uninhabited.

Profiting from these naural ohetacles, the Communist

Viet Cong then occupied Rung Cham area and transformed it
1040 an important stronghold and a rear base to support their
units operating in the |1 tactical zone. They carefully used indigo
plants 1o camoullage their thatched houses to that the government
planes could not detect them.

One day, o govemment plane (lying over that ares during
o night mission, took o picture of the area with a modern photo-
graph machine equpped with infrared rays. The picture
showed five suspected beams of light in the midst of the marshy
area. Thi arscted the avtention of 7th Infaatry  Divion
Command which then ordered the wse of modein machines to
detect any nones showing any activity or any inhabitants hving
i the ara. Thanks to vhose machines, the government patrol
planes could detect the  presences of Vier Coog 1a the
Rung Cham arca.
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