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* DICTATION FROM VIETNAM » FOR TRANSMIS.

SION ON THURSDAY 5th AUGUST 1965,
ONE [TEM
* Static * and « declinirg * are the torms mont descripti

of agriculture in Noith Viewam, after Il years of Communist

domination,

Economists report that the North Vieinamese people have
less 10 eat than they did before World War Il Stiet rationing
in effect for rice, meat, sugar and animal fat,

Yields of most crops have either remained static under
Communist rule or have declined since 1959, yields of essentially
all crops have trended downward, according to official data,

This conclusion it quoted from a 1965 United States
Department of Agiiculiure report entitled Agricultural Economy
of North Vietnam. It is based on an extensive study of official
Hanoi publications since 1959 and on othe: suurce, mate:
dating from 1953,

Inadequately trained cadres. low lewel of technology,
insufficient capital, and low level of competency in supporting
institutions are given as some of the reasons for North Vietnam's
shorcomings in food production.

Rather than appointing experienced, capable farmers
agricultural managers and administrators, the Hanoi regine has
insisted on naming * relible » Communists to top posts even if
they are ignowsnt of modem faming techniques or the rudiments
of economics. Members of the Communist Party have been
chosen from the least-educated groups to direct state and col.
lecuve farms.

Pushed by incompetent managers and hampsred by arbitrary
regulations from Hanoi, farmers have shovn a general lack of
eupport for the regime. They have. for exemple, resisted plan-
ung  crops new to them, especially * industnial » crops which
cannot be used 1o megt pressing needs for food.

“Resentment has increared anong the population as a whole
with the growing ewarencis that the regime is continuing 1o
export part of North Vietnem's precious rice harvesty.
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