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DICTATION FROM VIETNAM FOR TRANSMISSION
ON TUESDAY 24th. JANUARY 1967
ONE ITEM

The United States Ambassador to Scuth Viet Nam said
two weeks ago he cxpects the conventional military war in
Viat Nam « to achieve very sensational 1 " .

Haenry Cabot Lodge alio suid he expects the percentage
rate of American casuslties to go down duriog the coming
year

In an interview on a Colombia Broadcasting System television
network program « Lodge in Viet Nam, * the Ambassador
dismissed recent ements by North Vietnamese officials as
public opinion pl

o was asked whether he thought the North Vietnamess
had. during the past week, sought to indicate flexibility in theu
vontion on what could lead to pesce negor s.

“Woll, they play on our public epinion all the time ®, he
ad, *and they arc slways trying to get us to scale down the
positions of strength which we have won by the sacrifice of
our troops and by our other programs without having to pay
saythiag for . And they keep that up all the time. »

o o question of whether » suspension of Amarican bom-
bing of North Viet Nam would produce & pesceful gesture by
the  Communists, he sard ¢ whan you have got troops in the
field, 1 think you owe jt to them to do what you can to interfere
with the enemy’s lines of communication. *

« When you suipend the bombing *, he said, * the person
who pays for it 1 the Amccican soldier... he gets killed of he
gots wounde

Lodge’s prediction of war gaias by rhe American, South
Viewcamese and Allied forces 1n 1967 came 1o respoase to a
question about how loog it would take to o pacify » the
Couatry.

* | would expect the percentage rate of American casualties
to go down in 67, * he said, « | woulc expect the coaventionai
wilitary wat to achieve very sensationl results 10 67. »

Lodge said the muitary gains would provide < the shicld
behind wnich these pacitication operaticas can take place. He
sd, « | would think thet within two years the pacibication
tang_should show soma very big results.

he recent statements by Notth Vie:namese officials 1a-
cluded one, two weeks ago by Premiar Phas Vaa Dong that
Hanoi's tour-point demands should not be conmdersd prior
conditions for peace talks. And 16 Paris two woeks &40, North
Viet Nam's delegate-general 1o Pania scid 1f American bombing
of his counury stopped, Hanor would be williog to cousider
Ameican pesce proposals.
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