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ONE ITEM

Asian leadens say the just concluded Southeast A
ministerial conference on economic development was significa
ecause it served 1o lay the groundwork for closer futuro economic
coopera:
Lactian Prime Minister Prince Souvenna Phouma told
newsmen April 8 that the mesting paved the way for next
i n in Mamla where more resulis con be expected,
Prime Minister said Japao because of its
economy was the most sui
economic development,

He pointed out that bocauso of sbundant resurc 4, the
countries of Asia should be sble 1o develop economically with
wenstance from indusuial countries,

In his sssessment of the conference,
Premler told a news conference th
heve cxpressed determination 10
through trank and cordial discy
table. Despite. divergent political v cws, he leels there fs
willingness among Sou'heast Aufan countiies 1o cooperate in the
economic and trade fields.

Tho Chrman of the Phlippine nstionsl economic
council, called the conference «g trumphant success and o
very valusble opportunity to get acquainied w th our neighbor's
Viewpoints 3.

- Alihough the Tokyo conference las ed
12id it was ignificant becauso 1 was the Hirst regional gathoring
ol i kind ever undenaken by Southeast Asian counros,

The Phl'ipplnn delegate md his  government wauld
to make next yea:'s Manila conforence ncher in s nce.

The Republic of Viemam's chief dzlu.-m d Japan
could play an important rols in the operstion of the proposed
economic promotion and development center,

vanced
ble counury to niiate discussions on

the Malaysion depury
st ths countiies of the aros
solve dev-lopment problems
ous aiound the conterence

ooly two daysy he
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