





Tieu-dan

Tho tir cua Xudn-Hwong truyén lai ciing nhiéu,
xem ra nhoi nhé tai tinh, twéng cing la mot giong
tho xudt-tinh tr nhién; ma dang la mét bdc tai-nir
o trong dam thi-xd.

Nhiwrng ¢6 khi chi nghe doc cau tho, mda khéng
hiéu hét sw-tich, thi tho-tir ciing nham nhi : co khi
nghe not truyén su-tich, ma khong thudc hét bai
tho, thi sw-tich ciing map-mo . Tham chi tam sao
thit ban, ciing c¢é bai thi thiéu, ciing co cau thi sai,
sie-tich da@ map mo, nén van tho lai cang lan lon,
liim nguwoi lai cho la giong tho di thoa, thé chang

an mit tiéng nguwot tai-niv ldm ru!

Nay téi luc xem cdc di-cao, ma xét thay tho (i
va sw-tich cua Xudn-Huwong kht truwde, phong tinh
¢0-luc con trugen sir xanh. Vay mai dien ra truyén
nay, chia lam 8 doan, goi la: Gial-nhan di madc.
d¢ ai xem ciing dwoc hiéu sw-tich, thi lai cang ro
g thoe hay; trude la lam mét truyén ki-niém nguwoi
tai-nit nirée Nam minh ; sau la ghi chép lay nhitng
bai vin tho hay, dé cho biét l6i van-chwong nom
nwée minh, ciing lam diéu tai tinh xuatl sao.

Nay kioh dan,

NaG.-H.-T1EN.
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DPOAN THU 1

Gai thanh-xuan nire tieng vdan tho,

Duyén hong diép bwe minh ép uong.

Khi thiéng trong gioi dat trung linh phu thae cho
nguoi ta, khéong kv con giai, con gai, doi nao ciing
¢o nguoi gidi. Nhwng vi nir hoe nwoe Nam ta khi
truée chwra m& mang ra, vay trong thanh-su Viét-
nam, chuwa thily miy nguoi héng-nhan noi iiéng.
Tuy vay, ma da c6 nguoi nao m@t thoi nire tiéng,
thi nghin ndm bia miéng hay con truveén.

Nuwoe Nam ta ngoai ba Trung, ba Triéu la bac
anh-hung liét-nir khong ké, lai con nhirng bac
phong-nha tai-tinh, ma hay giap phéai su nhan duyén
trac tr¢, nghi ciing hoai héng ngam cho chudt voc,
hoai bot loc echo ngau vay, nén moi to méat phan son,
dé doi khach dong tam, bat-ddic-dT7 phai dem vin
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tho ma bon cot cung nguwoi tri-ky ; do cling la mot
nguoi tai-nir, gian than gian doi, ma noi ti€ng vin-
tai thi-ba ¢ trong dam ntt-lueu.

Tai-nir 4y 1a ai ?

Sau nang Thi-Dém, truwée ba Thanh-Quan, lai
ndy ra mot vi fai-nir & phwong Khan-xuan, huyén
Vinh-thuan, Ha-néi, la Ho-xuan-Huwong. (1)

Nguyén & gin phuwong Khan-xuin ¢6 mét cai hod
to, tén 1a Ling-bac-hd, (san nha Lé doi 1a Tay-ho),
trong truyén ngay xuw4 la moét trai nai da, co con
curu-vi ho-tinh & ddy, thuong hay bién hién thiéng
liéng, Iuc thi héa lam my-ntr, nhon nho ¢ trén diu
ndi; lac thi tra hinh van-nhan, ngam vinh ¢ dudi
bong cdy ; ai ma khong bi€t gip phai thi tat méc tai
hai. Than Long-do méi tau Ngoc-hoang thwong-dé
Xin trir di. Ngoc-hoang sai l.ong-vuong dang nuwoec
song Nhi lén bat, thi nai &y sut xudng thanh dim,
tiee la Tay-ho, khong bi€t con ho-tinh bigén di
ddu mat.

Trén bo hé ¢6 chua Tran-ve doi Lé eo duc
twong dong, nang 6600 can dé tho dire Tran-thién
chan=vo dai-dé, cting la moét noi linh-tich, ngwoi
thi boi thé, ké thi cianu modng, thién-ha di lai 1é bai
cling nhiéu.

(1) Sau Kuﬁ_u-:HII‘EDg co ra ¢ thon Tién-thi, tifing Tién-tuc,
huyén Tho-xwong, biy gio* 12 phd Nba-tho, gdn dén Ly
Qudc-str.
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Khi 8y & phuong Khan-xudn ¢6 nha ho Ho, vo
la Ha-thi, nguyén t6 tich tir Nghé-an ra & ddy, nha
& trong xudng ho Tay, non xanh nuoéc biée, canh
chi thién nhién, tréng ra nhuw veé. That la.

Phét pho ngon tric trang ta,

Ti€ng chuéng Trdn-vo, canh ga Tho-xwong :
Tuyt mu khéi tod ngan swong,

Dip chdy An-thai, mat guwong Tay-ho.

Ho-thi hai vo cnong hi€m hoi, van thuong ra
cin dao o chia Tran-vo. Mot dém kia, Ha-thi ndm
mo mo mapng mang thay mot nguwoi cao nhon di
thudng, mat sang nhw guwong, da den twa sat, buéce
vao dira cho mot cai gwong tron, Ha-thi nhan 1ay
gior lén soi, thi thay trong gwong co6 bong pgoc-
tho, loe sang ruc lén. Ha-thi giat mioh tinh day, t

bdy gi¢ cam ddug ¢é thai, min kv sinh duoc dira

con gai. Khi dira bé iv moi sioh trong ban tay hay
con co vét tron tron nhwr vanh gwong soi trong lice
mong, cha me lay lam kv di, nhan theo tén lang
va nho diém lic mong moi dit tén la Xuan-Huong.

Nang dy tir thia nho cha da mat som, me thuwong
hay chiéu chudng yéu gidu. Canh nha lang diéng cé
thiy d6 day hoc tré con, nang iy thwong hay thi
thot sang choi, thay lii tré hoc liu la liu 16, vui lam,
nang Ay dung nghe l6m, hé nho dwoce cau nao, tdi

. .fr



o N S

. A 9 e ‘ .
vé lai bao be doc v&i me, roi doi me mua sach dé -

hoc, me ciing chiéu con, sang hom. sau, duwa con
sang nhap mon 6ng thiy. Thiy thdy nang &y 1a con

gali moi do bay tam tuoi, cling bado qua loa mét vai

chit Tam-ty-kinh cho d& choi nghich ma thoéi; thé
ma naog &y hoc duoc chir nao tap viét ngay ra chir
4y khong sai. Thiy méi cho hoc sach Minh-tam,
hoc dén dau cting nhé dén day.

Hoc trd thdly nang &y thong minh, thuwong hay
tinh nghich tréu gheo, m6l hom nang &y vira viet
tip xong, nim dwa phin diu hé thin thiu ngq,
khéong ngd ho hénh, mot anh hoc tro bé con chay
lai viét ngay mot chir vao trén mu rua, nang Ay
gidt minh tinh day, ngoi lén, anh hoc tro cudi dm
1én hoi :

— D0 bi€t ta viét chir gl

Nang ay noi :

— Chir (Thung) # chir chir gi.

Anh kia cai :

— Chir (Xuan) #% th& ma khong biét.

Nang dy moéi ngoi rang hang ra cho ma xem thi

nét ngang dut ra la chtr Thung # that.
Nang dv diu nhoi méing cac anh kia rang :
— Th& ma doi hoc, niim 14 (Xudn) # ma oghi

lai l1a (Thung) %, th€é ma khong biét,
Cac anh kia méi hiéu ra déu ngdn mit then.
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Nang dy thién-tu dmh-ngﬁ thang minh nhw v§y,
nhung me nang 8y nght rdg: Con gai boc hay chi
cling cha lam gi, biét chit lﬁm ngay sau chi viét thu
cho giai nhia; méi bit naog &y v& khéng cho hoc
uifa. Nhuog nang &y & oha vAo ham v& st hoc
hanh viin tho, eir hoc ng&m ngiim bao gi> khéng
bigt. Ngay qua thang lai, xuéin-xanh x&p xi téi tndn
cAp-ke, trong ra darg diéu tim thuéc, mit hoi ro
hoa, ma da hoi ngdm pgidm den, thoat trépg thi
khéng dep, ma lai c6 duyén thim.

Mot ngay kia, nang 8y oh&n di cho vé&, gép phai
giri mira, khi vé gan d&n cira, trrot chln ngd danh
oach mét cai, nim xoac céng re; nhitng hoc tro
" dirng cira trong thdy cudi Am ca lén, tung hé 1éu ho.
Nang dy then d6 mét tia tai, dirng day vdi vang
chira then doc ngay hai cau ring :

Gio tay véi thir gidi cao thép,
Xoac clng do xem d&i vdn dai.

Li hoc trd théy co ta tai doc wng khau nhi vay,
déun kink phuc bédo nhau rdang: « Chi a pay nam
triérc méi hoc bap be méy cdu, ma tho tir khlin-khi
sao gioi lam vAy? Ngay mai chiing ta thir 46 né
lam mét bai tho xem. »

Ngay hom sau, 1ii hoec tré6 nhan thay di vang,
mé&i ri nhau ra cra d& sim don tréu gheo co ta.



Ngiiyeén~ngoai trééc’ cira” ngd nha thay co-cai
gi€ngddt, gi€ng dy c6 béic doi’tdm van lam ciu d€.

xudng -m'}’lc nwoe, mach vwde trong ma tét, xung -
quanh ¢6°déi bangon ¢4 moc leo teo. Xuan-Huong '

thewong ra ‘ddy 18y nwée vé nha dé thm: gois Hom:

dy-nhdo nha hét nuoée, ra gi€ng mic nuwodc, - vira:
buée xudng cia gi€ng; thi thiy hai ba anh hoc tré -

chay lai, dirng trén hcr gléng, chén ngang d‘a‘u {:ﬁu

khéng cho lén. 3 INER (P05 5 80T 0
(o ta noi: | ¥ 385 2l 050 2060
'— Cac anh rd khéo tré coni | 23 vhgo M
Anh hoc tré kia néi: |
— Hém qua chi tai gio ngon the lam, vay c]:u 3

thir: vinh tho cai gi€ag nay, doc ngay chn chling b

toi nghe, thi ehing téi moéi cho'chi lén. -
Xuan-Huwong bit-dic di phai doc ugay mﬁt h&l

" tho nhuw san nav

Ngo ngay tham thﬁm tod nha ﬁnq, -

Gieng tot thanh thoi gigng la lung !

Ciu tring phau phau dbi van ghép,

Nwéc trong leo 180 mot dong thong.
- C0.ga lin phun leo quanh mép,

Ca digc le te lach gitra dong. -

-Gigéng dy thanh-tan-ai da bist,

. BB ai.ddm. thd na" giong- giéng 7
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Lii hoc tro nghe th&ly co ta doc xong bai tho,
bigt 14 cd ta c¢6 y n6i giéu li minh, minh thach cé
ta ma mioch lai méc hom, déu gidn ca ra khéng dam
dirng san lai chin ngang nira. Xuian-Hwong noi :

— B3 cac anh thir hoa di nao!

Ll hoc tro khong biét hoa ra lam sao, lién u té
chay mat. Xvan-Hwong méi dung dinh buwdc 1én
ganh nudce vé nha.

T baly Bio nang dy noi ti€ag van tho, ddo ap cac
can hoc-tro miy lin si nhuec, vi th€ cac cadu hoc-tro
ciing tirc, hay tim cach chue dé tréu gheo. Me nang
ay bi€t y khong dam cho ra khoi cua.

Trong lang cting nhiéu ngu¢i dén hoi,nhuwng nang
dy khong thuan ai ca. Nghi ring : L&y chdng cho
dang tdm chong, bo cong trang diém ma hong ring
den, nay minh dda khéng xinh gion gi hon ai, & nha
nh&t me nhi con, ra ngoai 1am ké lai gion hon ta;
nhwng da dinh duyén cam-sit cung ai, thi sdng giri
thit ch&t giri xwong, ciing phai kén nguoi cho xirng
dang. Udc gi quan-tir 1a chong, thuyén-quyén la vo,
anh-hung la con, md&i thye la lira doéi phan dep.
Néu ma nhdm phai chu vii-phu cuc kich, thi cha
hoai canh mai cho ¢t dau lam ru! Vay nén ai hoi
cling con ddn do khong 14y.

Mot hom, c6 ngudi cai-tong qua choi nha, y
mudn dom nom co ta. Nguyén nguoi cai-tbng
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ay tén la Coc, von la nguwoi hao-cwrong nhéat trong
tong noi, biét ti€ng nang &y tix thua nhd, nhén
héa vo som, moi d€n chue xem miit nﬂng qy dé
hoi -

Nang &y bigt ¥ 14n vao nha trong. Anh cai-tong
ngdi hdu truyén ba Ha-thi, tdng 10 may cau, réi tir
ra vé, Ngay hom sau, cho nguwdi dé€n danh ti€ng hoi
giam Xuan-Hwong.

Ha-thi hoi y. Xuan-Hirong khong thuﬁn Nhurng
anh cai-tong cav minh 14 tay hao ma lai 1a nba
phu-ho, nhitng nguoi hang tong d&n nho va qui-
phuc rét nhiéu, bao ai ciing phai sg. Vay cir sai
ngwoi dén hoi bao rdng n€u khong nghe thi sau
nay ciling khéng thé 18y ai dwoe, ma lai sinh truyén
16i théi. Ha-thi so via anh cai-tong, thdy anh ta
sai ngwodi dén ¢d hoi ép ldy, ma ¥y con minh thi
khong thuan, so roi anh ta sinh su no Kkia
chang. '

Mot hom, Ha-thi nhan thong tha khuvén bao
Xuan-Hwong réng :

— Con oi ! Nay con di nhon tu6i, ma ai hoi con
cling cw ray nay ra th€ nay, thi me bi€t nghi sao ?

Xuan-Huong thua :

— Thwa lay me, con khéng phai la khong nghe
nhoi me. Nhwrng con xem ra nhirng ngudi dua moi
manh dé&n hdi di chic dau la ngudi dep déi phai

L e i N s A -n;.w.qr.&:;.‘aﬁi
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lita v&i con. Néu ham duyén ra ma gip phdi anh
chang ngu xuan, thi hoai cA mét doi con. Vay con
xin ¢t mét niém giir phép khué-mén, & nha hiu
‘me, con nhu viéc nhan duyén thi vQi gi.

"Ha-thi noi :

— Con oi ! Nhirng nguoi trwéc kia ma dua tin
dén hoi, du con khong thuan ma tir khuwac di ciing
khong sao. Nhirng méi rdi co anh tdag kia la nguai
bao-phu trong hang tong nha, da déi ba lin dén
hoi, y mudn ép tinh. N&€u con cir khing khidng mai,
thi so rdng b& mit ngudi ta, sau nay bi€t iin & lam
sao cho khoi sinh truyén dwoc?

Xudn-Huong thua:

Thuwa lay me, con thi&t tudng lam than gai nbhu
hat mua dao, hat sa xudng gi€ng, hat vao vurdn hoa;
diu cha me diit ddu con phai ngoi day, con dam dau
dau cao ria 16ng, dé phién long me. Nhung con chi
nghi mot diéun réng gai thanh-tda ma sanh giai choc-
phu, thi ching qua dem h6ng-nhan ma khoe vai
xam, con nght ti phan con lim, me oi !

Xvapn-Hwong noi réi khéc rung rirc, me khuyén
d6 mii méi thoi. Me tuy bi&t con khong biing long,
nhirng bé ngoai vin so thanh-th& anh cai-tong,
khong dam noi tir chdi hin, van cir lin lita xin khit
nim ba bita nira thang dé dbé bdo con rdi sé xio
nhin nhoi.
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Vi vdy Xudn-Hueong vin ¢t cim cung & nha, sém
khuya hdn me, thing ngay thdm thodt, di ngoai doi
tdim xudn-xanh, nhwng kh6éng ai dam dwa tin dén
héi dam gi nira.

Mot ngay kia, gip ti€t Thanh-minh; theo théi
thworng nha nao cling ldam banh tréi-nwée, nang ay
nh4n ngdi ngam nghia dia banh, cAm hirng ma vinh
ring:

Thén em thi trdng phdn em tron,
Bidy ndi ba cbim méy nwde non -

.- Rdn ndt mic dda tay ké ndn.
Ma em van gitr tdm 1ong son.

Nang 4y vinh xong méi nghi 1an thin than minh,
mot dén m6t bong som khuya hiu me & chdn thim-
khué, diu gaitho vung dai,ddu dam khoe tai, nhurng
tha giong viin tho, hd dé miy nguédi tri-ky, nén tir
xua d€n pay, chi thy nhirng ngudi mdi manh ép
udng, ughi sr nhan duyén ciing di chan hon com
n€p nat, Vay cir tho thin thiau ngay, kbi thong tha
lai xem sach vinh tho dé tiéu-khién. Mot hom ngdi
trong budng hoc, ngam nghia birc tranh song tién
t0-nir, nhan vinh mét bai.
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Tho ring:

Ho6i bao nhiéun tu6i hdi c6 minh ?
Chj ciing xinh, ma em cling xinh.
B6i lira nhw in to gidy trang.
Nghin ndm con mai cai xudn xanh.
Sidu-mai (1) chi ddm tinh gidng giod,
B6-1iéu thoi danh phdn moéng manh.
Con thu vui kia sao chdng vé ?
Trach ngwdt tho vé khéo vo tinh!

Nang 8y dang buén buc ngdm vinh mét minh,
swe lai thdy & nha ngoai anh cai-tong dwa tin
dé€n hoéi. Ha-thi khong bi€t tir chdi th€ nao duge,
bat-dic-di phai nhén nhoi, rdi dinh ngdy idn hoi.

Ha-thi thong dong lai s& bao Xudn-Huwong rédng :

— Nay pguoi ta dd ¢& tinh d&€n hoi, me ciing dé
noéi 1dn lira mai khong xong. Va anh ta la tay hao-
trudng, giau c6 chdng kém gi ai, khi xwa kén 1dy
con dong, bay gi kén 12y no long thi théi. N€u con
ma lam d& truyén ra, thi phién long me lam,
con oi!

(1) Latho kinh Thi vinb con gai qua thi vi nhw hoa mai da
ket qua.
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Xuan-Hwong thua:

— T'hwa lay me, con nk¢ on me sinh ¢c6 mét con,
ké tir khi nang nin tritng nudc dén gid, cong on
cha me dudong-duc sinh-thanh,néi sao cho xiét! Con
nhitng mong ring con khén nhéon lén, dé hoa la
bao dap dire cu-lao duoc chiit ndo chang. Ngo dau
nhan duyén ép udng, dé cho ban 16ng me lo phién,
con xin cam chiu la bat-hi€u. Vay con chi xin me
cho con sdm kbuya hde me, quyét rang con khéng
|4y ai, dAu cho ké kia giau tAm van nghin tir thi cé
lam gi?

Ha-thi thdy eon néi nbu vay,khéng bi€t nghi sao,
ma minh tréot da dinh ngay cho nguoi ta dn hoi,
s¢ roi nhd viéc ra thi lam th€ nao. Tir bdy gio Ha-
thi cang nghi cang lo, phién ndo @ é. Xuan-Huong
bi€t y méi ti té khuyén me réing:

— Me oi ! Xin me cho phiép, viéc do cung chédng
kho6 chi ma ngai.

Ha-thi noi :

-Con oi! Nguwsi ta d3 dinh ngay dwa 1€ dén
hoi, ma me tr6t d2 phan nhdi, thoi con cir nghe
nhoi me, thi me méi yén tidm, khong thi nay mai
nguoi ta dwa 1€ d&n noi thi lam th€ nao ?

Xuin-Huwong thua :

— Thuwa lay me, n€u ngudi ta da cod ép tinh nhu

vay, thi con ciing xin chiéu long me khong dam noi
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Tai phdan bac khdc chang tong Coe,
Gié ngon tho, giéu cdu chiéu Hivm.

Khi cuéi vE roi, Xuan-Hwong bue minh tai phén,
gifin gidi trim chiéu, anh tong Céc ta ciing khong
theé chidu dii th€ nao cho ém long duoc.

Nguyén anh tong Coc ¢6 tinh mau mé co bac.
Xuan-Hwrong tir khi vé di can gian do6iba ldn khéong
nghe. Anh ta lai nhian tirc vé c6 ta con hom minh
udn éo, hé tdi dé€n thi nich chit clra budng lai. Vay
anh ta dém nao ciing cir di cd dém, h&t cudc xoc-
dia no, lai sang song xdc-dia kia, sang ngay vé lai
ndm ngG mé mét. Mot hém, thiy 18i bac rén, anh
ta cir theo mai, da tay lén duwoc ba nghin quan, sau
thua mot vai ti€ng anh ta lang ra ban dén nam. Vira
hut dirge vai di€u, nha cai cir goi x6i: « Ban chin |
nao 6ng cai, ban chin ! » Tdng Coc lam thinh, sau
ti€ng bac nao nha-cai cling goi x6i, anh ta tirc minh,
chdm day : « (7, déit ». M& ra, thua; tong Céc cay,
danh dudi miy tiéng nita lai thua luon, da hét ca tién
dwoc, lai hut mit lung nha, bung bio da ring ta
hiy nghi, doi ti€ng ndo thue chic, m& mot tiéng ré
to, 14y lai cd v&n minh moi duwge. Mét luc lau thay
tiéng bac di vao khuon, tong Coc bao : « Thong
tha hiv md&, nha-cai co thira lé, mua choi ».
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— « U thira 1€, ba nghiu » — Anh tong Coc, voi
ving nadi to « diit » séin tay 40, m& « sip ba ». Tong
Coc giat minh tinh diy, mé mit trong thdy_‘(uft,nf
Huong dirng o bén canh.

Xuin-Hwong hoi ring: |

— Chang vira rdi n6i lam nham gi vay ?

Tong Coc noi :

- Sang roi a ! Nang di dau ma déa day ?

Xuan-Huong thua :

— Thiép khdng ngir chang chi mé man vé co
bac, khong bi€t ngay dém 14 dau, minh pfim & nha
ma con twdng 1a dwong cude dn thua, th& thi thiép
con mong nhd vao dau nuora ?

Tong Coe biy gio méi bidt 1a minh ndm mo. Vi
dém hom truede anh ta thua canh bac to, phai viét
gan mit cd rndng nuwong, vy khi vé hidy con mé
man, roi lo nghi ti€c cua thanh bénh, mét ngay maot
véu din di, thudc thang mii ciing khéng khoi, mot
hom tu nhién ngat di ma chét. Xuan-Huwong than
khdc, ¢6 tho nhuw sau nay:

Héi chang 6' ! héi chang 61 !

Thigp bén dayén chang co th& théi.
Noung noc dirt dudi tir day nhé,
Nghin vang khon chugc ddu béi vai.

Xvan-Huong tw khi Tong Coe mil roi, nghi minh
duyén phan chfing ra gi, di phai chiéu long me
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bude chian ra di 18y chong, ngd dau tmilg may
thang gioi, duyén chwa bén duyén, ma da mang
ti€ng la hoéng-nhan phan bac. Vay lai vé nha
nudi me, dé cho tron chir hi€u l1a hon. Me l1a Ha thi
khi .bdy gio dd y&u, khong dwoe miy nim roi
cling d€n cdi 1én tién. Xudo-Hwong tang me xong,
cac bac tong, 1y lim ngwoi lai dwa tin d€n hoi,
Xuadn-Hwong thdy th€ lai cang bwc minh phién
nfo, gian ring tr xwa dén nay chira thily ai la
viin-nhan tai-tir, ma chi thdy eo 6¢ nhircg nguoi
tong, 1¥ dwa hoi; vay moi ta tinh mot bai tho riieg :

Tiéng ga vang vang gay trén bom,

0an hén tréong ra khdap moi chom!

Mo tham khéng khua, ma cing coc,

Chuoéng sdu ckdng danh, cé sao om ?

Truwéc nghe nhirng tiéng thém rdu ri !

Sau gian vi duyén dé mom mom !

‘Tai-tr, van-nhaa ai do ta ?

Thén nay ddu da chiu gia tom.

Bai tho 4y dwa ra, phan san voi chi em nhiéu
nguwoi truyén tung. Xuan-Hwong bfia lin riiog bé ai
hoa dwoe thi s€ nhan ahoi hoéi. Cac bac tong, 1y
déu lac dau chiu tho ca; tir by gio khong bac nao
dam thap tho nhin tin pira.

(iin trén phd hang Pudong ¢o6 chd khaeh nghe
tigng Xudn-Hwong, ciling di lai choi, chwe mudn ga
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oam nhan tinh. Xaan-Huwong nghi minh dau lai ¢o
ting tui nham vay, n€a tham viang ma ldy thiing ngb.,
nhoi iin, ti€ng noi xi-x6 kho nghe, minh phai liéu
cachk lich sy ma khuwoc di méi dwoc. Mot hom cha
ta lai choi. Xuan-Hwong hoi :

— Chu & bén Tau veé tinh nao, ma ho la gi ?

Chu khach dap:

— Cai ngd ngwoi Cang-tong, thoc dé Han-toc ; Iy
cac chn sudng co lo bo!

Xuan-Hwong uéi :

— Chu !a Han-téc thi hdn hay chit, hé cha d&i
dwoe can nay thi toi moilay .

Chu khach twong 1a cia d6i chir ma dé ddi lién
gat ddau ngay.

Xuan-Hwong maéi viét ra mot cau nhw sau nav .

Chdn di hai han, tay ban banh dwéng ; miéng hat
liu lwrdng, ngdy ngd, ngdy ngd. !

Chi khach thay cau doira cé chir, Han, Duong,
Ngo, la tén cac triéu nwéoc minh, con nhirng chir
khac khong hiéu la gi h&t, méi bao riing :

— Chao cai ¢d, ngd ti dé, té mai toi 1o

Cha khach veé roi. Swe dau lai ¢é nguoi dra mot
phong thuw Iai, Xuan-Hwong nhan thuw mé ra xem
thi thily co mot cau doi rang :

Ngwoi Co lai con deo thoi Nguyét !
Bu6og Xuda chi dé lanh mui Huong ?
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Chiéu Hb nghe rdi, tire 14m vi tén minh la HO
ma c6 ta lai bdo hang hiam la gi cha co ta, liéu cau
léu dap hoa lai ring :

Nay 6ng tinh, ndy dnqg say,

Nay ong gheo nguyét gitra ban ngay '
Hang hdm vi bang khéng ai mé,

Sao c6 hdm con bdng chdc tay ?

Xuin-Huwong byt cuwdi, ma ring :

— RS that ! Cu nay moi l1eu ITnh chir !

Chiéu Ho6 dap :

U, ciing liu linh choi dily, sao chi dam doa
t& 1a hang thim, dé thuwong ngu'cn ta khong dam
mo hay sao ?

Xuan-Huwong biét 6ug @y say ruou, lién goi con
phai pha nuwéc ché lién moi 6ng Ay soi, mabi
tinh rwou gié ra vé. Tir d6 chiéu HO mai bidt
Xuan-Hwong la giol, thueoog thuong di lai choi boi,
ban luan van tho thue la twong dic. Mot hom
Xuin-Hwong hen chiéu HO cho vay nédm quan tién.
Chiéu HO® ir nhoi cho vay, sau dwra dé€n cho vay
c¢6 ba quan. Xuan-Huwong moi viét tho lai trach.

Tho rang :
Sao noi rang nam, lai c6 ba ?
Traech nguéi quan-tt hen sai ra!
Bao gior thong tha 18n choi nguyét,
Nhor hai cho xin nam l4 da.
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Chiéu Ho noéi:
— U, tha ho, chi doc lén.
Xuan-Huwong lién doc rang:

Nhirng bdy lau nay ludng nhan nhe,
Nhan nhe toan nhirng sy gun ghe.
Gun ghé nhuwng vin con chwa dam,
Chwa dam cho nén phdi rut re.

Chiéu HO thdy ba vdn dén tir van ca, khéng biét
hoa sao cho thoat, khong nhé minh lai ¢hiu thua,
méi tang bi dap hoa lai réng:

Hoi, hoi cd bay. té bdo nhe !

Bédo nhe, khdng dwgc gay ong ghe.
. Ong ghé chdng vor, 6ng ghé mai,

Ghé mai, roi ldu cing phai re.

Xuan-Huong but cwdi ma noi rang :

— Ong vé ghe ba v & nha y!

Chién-HO6 cuoi nhat réi gid ra vé.

Xuan-Huong tir ddy lai cang ndi ti€ng, vin-nhan
mic-khach tho tir xwdng hoa dilai ciing nbiéu,
nhiéu ngudi mon men dén choi, nang 4y lai tha ra
cho mét bai tho, hé tit ngéc khong boa duoc, thi
nang 4y khéng them ra ti€p, réi dirng tung hirng
lai cut. |

Mét hé6m nhdn mua nong nuc, Xuan-Huong ra
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Céc cau hoc tré nghe thdy nang dy doc bai tho
Irén nay, ciun thi mudn vao hoa lai, cau thi bao thoi
dirng vao, khong thé d8i dap duoc kip m8m chi ta
dau, lién ri nhaun thao lui di vé.

Xuan-Hrong gié vao nha trong, tdm goi vira
xong, lai thdy c6 miy nguwdi khach tri-ky dén choi,
Xuvan-Huong bay ra cudc tho xwong hoa lam vui.
Puong lic hoa tho udng rwou, lai thay con-nhai
chay vao thwa rédng :
~ — Thua co, ¢6 caun vién hom trudc lai choi.

BOAN THU III

Tém khau giau dé tho gheo khach,
Vinh qua mit nqu y tréu nquoi.

Nguyvén cdu vién ay la con quan 1én, cling da chuce
khai §m, d& nhdp nhdm ra lam quan ; 4n miic dai
di€m, choi boi xanh xdi, khoug kém gi tay tu Xuit,
kbap c& ké cho ai ciing bi€t ti€ng cauta; lin trirde di
¢6 d€n choi, Xuan-Hoong vin ghét mit khéng mudn
ra tié¢p, hom &y lai d€n, Xudo-Heong duong ti€p
khach ¢ nbha trong, méi tém mét mi€ng gifiu, bd
doi qua cau thich hai cau tho & ngoai vd, réi lai
sal con-nhai bung coi gidu ra, din ring: «May ra
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md&i cdu xoi . ... .» Con-ohai bung gidu ra nha
ngoai roi dirng chap tay thua riing:

— Thwra ciu, mdi cdu xoi gilu.

Céu vién ta cdm I3y mi&ng cau ngdm nghia, thiy
dé hai cdn rdng: |

Maoh tinh vi xé lam déi dwerc,
Minh d& trong nha, mdnh dé ra.

Cau ta biét ring Xudn-Huong néi 1&m khong ddm
an gidu,bung bdo da ring minh dd x6 ma lai gip xé
homn, lién lGi thdi ra vé, trong bung vin khao-khat
~mudn giap mit Xudn-Hueoong. Mot hém, cdu vién
in mic cuwe sang ding dinb lai d&n choi nba, chic
bdin hém nay th€ nao ciing duogc ti€p giai-nhan d&
trd truyén méy cdu cho théa; khi d&€n noi, lai thiy
con-nhai ra néi: « C6 toi vira di choi viog, dé&n
chiéu moi cau lai choi.» Cdu vién cau mit lai gid
ra vé, c6 y trach c6 ta la hom minh.

Khi Xude-Hwong vé, con-nhai thuat truyén lai
nhw vy Xuan-Hwong néi.

— D8 1in sau, ta tha cho miy cdu, xem ¢6 dap
hoa lai duge, thi ta s& ra ti€p; khong thi cha hoai
hoi ma truyén nhdm véi cac cdu t8t ma ré-chi dy.

Qua trwa vé chi®u, lai thdy cdu vién quéin éo
banh bao, to mo d€nchoi, ngdi gh® trudngdoi & nha
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ngoai. Xuan-Hwrong & nha trong sai con-nhai dem
chap gifin ra méi, chir khong ra ti€p. Cau vién tréng

thdy mi€ng cau lai co thich chi¥, bdn cdu nhw san
nay :

Qua cau nho nho, mi&ng gidu héi,
Nay cua Xuan-Hwong mdéi quét roi.
C6 phdi duyén nhau, thi thim lai,
Burng xanh nhwr la, bac nhw véi.

C4du vién xem xong, méi bi€t riang co ta co v
trach minh bac tinh, nén chi noi thoai thac mai,
khong chiu ra ti€p, nghi ciing bén mit, nhung

khong bi&t dap hoa lai th& nao, phai gid ra vé.
Xuﬁu-.lecrng'bﬁn con-nhai riang :

— Ta van biét cac cau chi t&t bo th& théi, chir ¢6
méy cadu dm dwoc nhw caun chiéu Ho.

Khi nhan, Xudan-Hwong thuwong di dao qua canh
hé Tay, ghé choi chiia Tradn-quoc. Nguyén chua Ay
o canh bo hé Tay, xung quanh nwoe hé bao boc,
mia hé d€a thi hoa sen ngao ngat; cac triéu vua
Lé khi trwée van thwrong ngwr ra choi chua dé hong
mat ; gdn didy lai c6 cung Thai-hoa cta nha Ly khi
xwra, vin-phdan di lai du thuwong cling nhiéun, nhung
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by gior thi canh chuie sim u#t véing vé, Xuan-Huong
qua choi c6 dé bai hoai-co ring :

Ngoai ctra banh-cung cb dai-ddu,
Tranh niém co-qudoc nghi ma dau.
Mot toa sen téa hoi hwong ngw,
Niam thic may phong n&p 4o chiu.
Song lép phé-hwrng coi vdn ron,
Chudéag héi kim-c6 ldng cang mau.
Ngwdi xwa canh ci ddu dau ta,
Khéo ngdn ngo thay, li troc dédu !

Xuan-Huwong dé tho vira xong, gidi da chiéu hom,
moi gio bwoe ra vé, got sen lirng thirng, dao qua
bo ho6. Suc dau ¢6 ndm ba thiy khoa moi dit diu
nhau di choi, vira thay hut bong hong & chus
buéc ra, voi vang bwéc dao lén theo sau, bap be
n6i ndm ba cau chir va hoc doi thad m#y cau tho dé
tréu gheo, van twong chi con gai 8y la ai kia, chir
khong biét 1a Xuan-Huong, cit theo sau bon cot mai.

Chi ta tirc minh méi dirng lai doc gion cho b&n
ciu rang :

Khéo ! khéo ! di ddu la ngdn ngo ?
Lai day cho chi day lam tho.

Ong non ngtra noc tram hoa rira,
Dé con budn sirng hic gidu thua.
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Cae thay khéa kia: nghe giong tho biét la Xuan-.
Huong, th& rd. la ‘minh davh trdng qua cira nha
sfm, moi bdm nhau lui lai, dé cho Xuan-Hu'crng
di trwoe. |

Xuan-Huwong vE toi nha, nghe th&y bén lang d:eng
¢6 ti€ng ngudi khoe, hdi ra méi bidt 1a ngirdi chi
em ban khoe chdng. Nguyén khinhd.chita ld ban
choi voi Xuan-Hwong, san:di ldy ¢hong.: chong
duoe bo lam Tri—huyen khong bao:ldu chéngchét,
chi ta lai v& & nha, chiéu nao ciing thwong chong
than khoc. Xuan-Huong nghe ti€ng khéc moi Viet
mot bﬂl thu:r du'a sang khuyén do

Tho' rﬁng § o X - 59 inbug minn  isi
- Vang véng tai aghe ”tréng khéc chﬁng, WO BUEAN
Nin di, kéo then W.‘n non sfmg S BaUC
Al Ve nhﬁrl nhi th’m em uhé:

Xﬁu mau thi hhem Iméng dmh chung

Chl ta dugce tho, ti by gio cung khf)ng da;m
khoc niray hiing ngay chi ta via di lai sang choi voi -
Xuan-Hwong, sau lai 18y chéng ‘la:thdy lang thude,
moi dwge chut con giai khong bao laa lai hoa; chi
ta thwong minh ham duyén bac phén, dén ndi 14y
thiy lang ma ciing chét, ngay dém thwong khéc ti
ti, Xuan-Huong thwong sang choi khuvén gidi méii.
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chi ta vin khéong mnghe. Sau Xuan-Hwong méi viét
bon mot bai tho dwa cho chita nhuwr san nay:

Viing vdng tai nghe tidng khéc gi,
Thuwong chéng nén ubi khéc i ti!
Ngot bii, thisp nhé¢ mui cam-thdo,
Cay ddng, chang 6i ! vi qué-chi.
Thach-nh@l trdn-bi sao dé lai?

- Qui-than lién-nbyc tdm mang di.

~ Dao c#u thiép bi&t trae ai nbi ?

~ Sinh k¥ chang 0i ! té tdc qui.

Chi ta tir khi dwge tho Xuan-Hwong, méi nghi
lai ngdm ngdm, cang 14y lam thwong dau lam,
nhung cling né€ nhoi Xuan-Hwong khuyén dé, trong
bung nght cling nguoi ngudi din.

Truwéde nha Xuln-Huwong c6 cai vudo canh, trong
virdn ¢6 mot cdy mit méi béi qua, khach lai choi
b&i thudng hay ra vaedn xem canh, thdy qua mit
xinh ai cling man mo, ngudi no ndi ring: « Chi
cho t6i quai mit nay nhé. » Ngu&i kia hen ring :
« Chi dé daoh cho 16i. »

Xuadn-Hwong nai :

— Cac ngai cé6 buag yéu thi em xin vang. nhung
xin cac ngai thu dé mot bai tho qud mit, xem the
ai bay thi em xin higp.
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Cac nguoi khach thiy Xuan-Hwong néi vay, ai
cling ding ngdn ngdm nghi d& vinh the, moét hdi
lau chua thﬁy ai doc dwoce cau pao hay. Xuan-
Huwong moi doc 1én mot bai riang :

- Than eém nhw qua mit {rén cay,
V4 n6 xu xi mii né day.
Quan-tr '¢c6 yéu thi déng no,

Xin dirng man mo nhyra ra tay.

Cac nguoi khach déu vo tay cwoi Am 1én, roi
tay no xoa tay kia hinh nhw s¢ nhya mit dinh
vao lay. Tir bay gio cac nguwoi khach noi lang,
xuong tinh m#y cau réi ru nhau ra vé.

Mot lat, lai thay c6 hai 6ng cir moi dén choi.

" DPOAN THU 1V

Bi nguot tuc doc tho néi lorm,

Nghe don xdng mang tiéng chira hoang.

Xuan-Hwong tir khinoi ti€ng, tha ti€p khach khira
ciing nhiéu, vao khi truyén tro y tir, xwéng hoa
van tho, cling mudn thu xem c¢6 ai la bac tai-hoa
dich dang, nhung bay lau chira gip ai 1a khach tri-

am. Hom &y ca ngay nhirng ti€p khach, chitu tdi lai
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c6 hai ong ctr moi d€n choi, Xuan-Hwong mirng voi
vang ra ti€p, lai thdy cé6 Ong cir vO ngudi dudng
trong dén, ba 6ng cung ngodi choi. Hai 6ng cir noi
truyén véi nhau thinh thoéng lai pha cau chit.

Ong Giap noéi :

— Bai-huynh lau nay co giai cit gi khéong?

Ong At noi :

— T6i c6 tap vinh may bai, nhung ciing vi dinh
thao, xin dai-huynh phit chinh cho .

Ong Giap noi :

-— Khoéng dam, t6i dau dam lam bit lam vay.

Ong cir vO ta thdy hai 6ng kia ng6i néi truyén

chit nghia viin tho véi nhau, ma minh cir ng6i nin
thit, trong bung tirc 1dm, méi néi 1én ring :

— Cac quang bang tho chitr cia minh mién chi,
tui nghe chi Xuidn-Hwong ndy ciing tai tho, xin cac
quang ra mdc bai, cho chi ta miing ném thi choi.

Hai 6ng kia noi :

— Phai, xin dai-nhan ménh dé cho.

Ong ctr vO ng6i nghi ngin ngo mii, khong biét
ra bai tho gi. Xuan-Hwong ng6i hdu nuwéc lau
khong thdy Ong dv bao diu bai, méi tam tim
cuoi, thea rang: |

— Bdm quan lé&n, day vinh tho gi, xin pgai
phan bio ?

Tl .:.T-m.nu-.*mu:;m

.

R e i 0 B RS T TSl



Ong cit v noi :

— U, hiy thong tha, dé ta nghi xem vinh cai
mo thu.

Ong ay lai ngoi nghi ngan mot hoi, Xuan-Huong
lai thuc, ong ay ling ting khoéng biét bao sao,
khong nhé minh lai ra nom, méi cau lén bao ring:

— Dwong-vac tho!

Xuan-Hwong thay 6ng ay c¢o y tire minh, twong
ring ong iy phat ban ma no6i lam vay, khong dam
noi gi ca, cir ngdi ling im.

Ong ctr vO lai néi ring :

— D3du bai tho ra réi dé. phai doc 1rng khiu
lieng thi méi giodi. '

- Xudn-Huong noi:

— Bam quan lén, xin ngai han vin cho.

Ong ctr vO ngdi trong ngo trong ngan, sue trong
thily & tredre an c¢6 cai dén, lién bao ring:

— Duworng-vat tho, ma ldy vang Béng !

Xuan-Huong theo nhoi lién doe 1én réng :

- Bac me sinh ra vdn chdng heén.
Toi tuy khong mat sang hon deén.
Pdu d6i nén da loe chép do,
Lung deo bi dan ra thao den.
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Xuan-Hueong tir khi mang ti€ng nbw vay, pham
nhitng ngudi khéich d&€n choi nham ohi, nang Ay
cling khong ra thu-ti€p chi nitra.

Mot ngay kia, suc ¢6 6ng quan vao choi. Xuép-
Huong & nha trong ngdn ngir, khong nhé minh lai
khong ra thu-ti€p quan lén, méi nghé tréng thidy
6ng 8y hinh dung thdp bé, nhon nhoén nbu dan ba,
Xuidn-Huong nghi thiim réing khéng bidt 6ng nay do
dat gi hay vi c& gi, ma hiph dang th€ ma lam duoc
nén quan, vy thi ta thir ra ti€p xem o6ng 8y nham
chirc gi, mé&i diang dinh bwéc ra chao moi, thung
dung hoéi rang :

— Thua baim quan lén, ngai trong nham déu ta?
Nay t6i méi duwoc hdu ngai, chwa rd.

Ong 4y noi:

— Ta day 1a chwc Noi-giam, thudng phai ra vao
coi s6¢ noi cung cam, vay it khi ra choi duoc.

Xuidn-Huwong nghe néi, biét rd 6ng ay la quan
Thi, mé&i héi bon réng:

— Ngay xwa ong Bai-céng thdly my-nir cung nha
Tip, mudn luu & choi ma khéng dwoc; nay ngai
ciing la 6ng Bai-c6ng, ma lai dwgc géin gan céc chi
cung-tin, thi swéng mét bi€tla chirng nao!

Quan Thi néi :

—Ta conxuéntinh chi nita, ma mong gin cacchi;
ta chi thich nghe giong tho ném clia chi méilai day.
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Xuan-Huoong noi :

— Vay t6i xin tdng quan lén bai tho nay, xin
quan lon dirng gién, nhe.

Quan Thi gat ddu, Xuan-Huwong lién doc riing:

Mwdd hai ba muy ghét chi nhau,

Pem cé&i xuén tinh vdt bo dau ?

Ric rich thay cha con chudt phat,

Vo ve bét me cai ong bdu.

Do ai do, biet vong hay chéc ?

Con ké nao, hay cudng véi ddu ?

Théi thé thoi théi, thél cung dwge.

Nghin ndm cang khoi tidng prong dau. ()

Quan Thi bat cudi va néi ring :

— Gia ma chi dugc nhw ta, thi chi can gi d&n
noi deo ti¥ng lam vay !

Xuan-Hwong dap : ' |

— Quan lon day thé& thi toi cling di tu cho ranh
no doi.

Khi bdy gi¢ Xuan-Hwong tudi dd dirng béng,
nghi dd chan ca sy doi, mude tim noi am thanh
cinh viing, dé ban cung sw vdi cho tron ki&p tu
hanh, vAy ma&i nay di chta no dé nghe cdu kioh ké;
mai véin canh kia d& d€ vinh vin tho; m¢t hom yua
choi chtia QuéAn-sir & thon An-tap, huyén Tho-xuwong,

— — = —

(1) Neong dia la noi giai gai hen nhau; 1a noi dam bén
nuwde Trinh.
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- (bay gio 1a ph8 Tho-nhudém) thidy phong canh ving
"l teo, moi dé mot bai riang :
~ Quéan sir sao ma canb véng teo ?

Hoi tham sw cu ddao noi neo ?
: - Chdy kénh tiéu dé sudng khong dam,
s Chang hat vai ldn d&ém lai deo.
; Sang banh khéng ké khua tang mit,

Trwa trat nao ai moc ké réu.

Cha ki8p dwdng tu sao lat 1éo ?

Canh bu6n thém pngdn ng tinh deo !

Xvan-Huwong dé xong, lai di 1én choi chua Thay.

L Y o —

POAN THU V

Choi cho Giol toan duong qui phat,
Qua déo Ngang van canh cé hwong.

Nguyén chiia Thiy & vé nai Sai-son phtt Quéc-uyv,
tinh Son-tdy, chiia & bén swén nui, tréng xudng ho
sen, trén nuilai c6 hang Thanh-héa, trong hang
hdy con vét dau v&t cban in vao bén thach-bich,
twong truyén d6 la noi 6ng Tur-dao-Hanh giai thi.
Xung quanh nui lai co6 am Huworng-hai, vién B6-mang,
déu la di-tich 6ng Dao-Hanh dwng ra khi trudoec,
canh chi thwc 1a u nbha. Trét vot trén dinh nui da
lai ¢6 mo6t chd dit khéng, vudng nhw ban co, tuc
goi 1a cho Giol.
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- Khi Xuédn-Huong 1én d€n chua Thay, vao chao
ba swr-cu. Su-cu thily c6 ta nguoi tudn-nha co long
yéu-mé&n, mé&i hoi ring :

— Chiang hay c¢6 & dau ta?

Xuan-Huwong noi:

— Bach lay sw gia, con qué & Ha-ndi, vi cha me
mét soém, s6 phdn long dong ; nay con mudn y qui
ctra phét, dé hoc dao tu hanh, cho dwgc nhe qua
ki€p than sau nay la may ldm.

Su-cu noi:

— Nam-mo6 a di da pbat! Nha chua tir bi quang-
dai, hé ai di co long y qui, thi nha chua ciing
sam-hdi pha-do eho ca. Nay tieu-nir di quy&t long
cat doan trdn duyén, thi su-gia ciing xin ving,
nhlmg chi e ring nha chiia niau song dwra mudi, cha
biét tiéu-ntt ¢c6 kham duwoc ching ? S

Xuan-Huong néi

— Bach lay su-gia, con tui thian con la phan gai,
nhan duyén nh& nhang, ba chim bay no6i, diy doa
bé trin, nghi ciing dd 1im diéu khd 3i. Viy con
muodn thoat vong an-ai, ma theo dao tir-bi, may ra
nh¢ giot nwée canh dwong, rira sach no tién-oan
tuc-trai, thi than con cha nhe nhang lam ru? Mong
nhd sw-gia ra tay t&do, ciru cho con khoi ki€p
trdm-ludn, di ring dwa mudi chay long, con ciing
xin kham chiu, chi cu cho tron qua phuc 1a hﬂ'n{ |












