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LGi Cam Ta

Pugc huin luyén dé lam ky su co khi tai MIT, t6i tu coi minh nhu
mot chuyén vién “bu-lon con-tin.” P6i vdi tdi viéc ngdi viét sach that
12 xa la v6i nhitng hoat dong t6i thudng lam trong ddi song. Pén lic
toi dugc 65 tudi va quyét dinh vé huu nim 1996, tdi 6 ¥ mudn lam
mot viéc gi cho ngly thing vé huu caa t6i dugc ¥ nghia dong thoi
giup tri 6¢ toi khoi mic binh Alzheimer. Dy 4n viét sich da thanh tuyu
nhd su khuyén khich va gép stc cua nhiéu ban thin nhu Stan Tull,
Thai vinh Khiém, Don Sayenga, Chuck Hage, Phil Gehman, Nguyén
chi Thanh, Nguyén si Tuat, Frances Krebs, Nguyén xuin Phong, Lim
vin Bé, va Nguyén cong Thuan.

Stan, moOt con mot sich, ¢6 thi gid 1a doc sich, da viét xong cudn hodi
ky cta anh va tinh nguyén lam diéu dong vién cho du 4n niy. Anh
ban t6i nghi cudc doi toi kha tha vi dé viét thanh sach va anh da nhiéu
lan thic sing dém dé giai quyét gitp td6i nhiéu van dé khic mac. Dua
vao kinh nghiém viét sich cia minh, anh Khiém 13 ngudi da thuyét
phuc t6i c6 thé hoan tit mdt quyén sich. Anh da gieo hot gibng cho
sach t6i dugc trudng thanh. Don, Chuck va Phil nhiing ngudi ban
thin cung 16p tt thoi hoc & Lafayette College nhitng nam 1952-56,
san long gitp t6i mot cach vui vé va dang tin cidy. Khong c6 ban Thanh
toi sé khong sao rip va bao tri dugc mot hé thong PC tot véi tat ca
v
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phan ciing va phan mém can thiét cho viéc viét sich. Ngay nay, viét
sach c6 hinh anh di kém doi héi nhiéu kién thiic vé mdy PC va anh
Tuat 12 mot “Su” (guru) that ranh nghé di bao lan g& rdi ky thuat
giup toi. Frances, con gii cia 6ng ba Muelhberger, cip vo chong bao
trg chung t6i ra khoi trai ti nan Pendleton nam 1975, da cung mot
nhém ban gitp dinh béng 16i vin trong tic pham tiéng Anh cua toi.
Anh Phong ngudi ban va ddng nghiép vdi tdi 3 ESSO Sai gon, ngudi
Viét duy nhit tdt nghiép ti Oxford University, di mang lai cho toi
nhiéu cam hiing cho dé tai “Pong gip Tay.” Anh Lim Vin Bé ban
ddng mon College Le Myre de Vilers (My Tho) da gitp t6i b6 tic rat
nhiéu vé st liéu. Khi viét gin xong, may qua Troi gitp tdi duge anh
Thuan khéng quan cong rap nbi cic chuong thanh quyén sich véi
cich trinh bay that my thuat. Sau cung quyén sich dugc dén tay ban
doc nho nha xuit ban Nhin Anh cta anh Lé Han.

T6i cang khong quén cim on nhiing cyu nhan vién Trung Tam
Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé, Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé va nhiéu ho
hang cting ban hitu da quan tim dén du 4n va hd tro t6i khong ngiing
trong viéc déng gép nhiéu ¥ kién trung thuc va xay dung.

Sau cung va diéu nay rat quan trong, tdi mudn nhin day bay t6 tinh
thuong va cim on Marie, ngudi vo da chung sbng véi tdi 57 nim qua.
Chuing t6i luén ludn dong chia sé moi thing tram trong cudc doi va
chiing tdi ciu mong Troi tiép tuc ban An hué cho ching toi.

Khuong-Hiu Diéu
Cuu Kim Son
He 2017




Loi Phi LO

Cudc hanh trinh ky tha tur
Pong Bang S6ng Ciru Long T&i Vinh Cuu Kim Son

Bdi dung tam hay dinh ménh ma ba ndi toi da dat tén cho t6i la "chim”, noi
theo tiéng Han la “"diéu”. Lan tung cénh diu tién 1952 cua canh chim nay di
vuot Thdi Binh Duong bao la dé déi mai kinh su, nhung I5n sai canh sau cung,
cling trén trung duong &y, canh chim dg phai lao vao trong giéng bdo hiém
nguy dé trénh loai chim di.

Triét gia Anh Rudyard Kipling da noi: "Pdong la Pong, Ty la Tay, doi bén khdng
bao gio’ gap nhau.” Su’ thuc co phai muén doi nhu' vdy khong? Néu Pong va
Tay gap nhau thi sé ra sao?

Cudc doi toj, tu thud trung nién cho dén luc ldo nién la mot cudc hanh trinh,
khéng tim ma gép, cdi dap s6 cho cdi nhéan dinh ndy. Quyén séch ma quy ban
sap doc la cau chuyén ky thu vé Pong va Tdy cua mot cdu hoc tro sinh ra &
phuong Pong, Ion Ién ¢ phuong DBdng va phuong Tdy va s€ nam xudng &
phuong Tay.

T6i chua bao gio viét sach trong doi, thé sao & tudi 80 téi lai Iam viéc néy? Khi
con nguoi da séng tdi ngung cua'nhan sinh 130 lai tai tan” nhu’ cdu ngan nglr
Trung Hoa hay “cat bui cing trd vé vdi cat bui” nhu triét ly phuong T8y, con
nguoi thuong tim vé vdi qua khu.

Tur hon bén thép nién qua, roi xa qué cha dat té vi khéng thé séng vdi bao
qguyén coéng san, toi da dinh cu’ J thanh phdé Cuu Kim Son, noi toi dang an
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hudng tudi gia tai vung dét ma téi xem nhu qué huong tha hai, hay qué huong
mal méi...

CS nhitng budi hoang hén téi ngdi Idng 1€ cé don, trém tu’ noi goc vuon sau
nha, roi biét bao nhiéu su’ viéc trong qua khu' déng trao nhu’ song con trong
dau toi voi vé van hinh bong xa xua hién vé. Nhihg hoi tuéng do tao cho toi
tinh trang xuc dong vé ngan, toi nhd canh ¢l nguoi xua quay quat, nhung vi
khoi lugng ky niém, chuyén qua khua kha nhiéu, kha lau, kha xa, va hom nay
toi kha gia, khién toi lan Ion.

Mbi I3n nhu vy, toi phai ghi lai dé nhd, va khi ghi lai, mot I5n nia toi séng lai
VOi nhifthg noi vui budn cua qua khu' nhung co Idp /ang hon theo thoi g/an

khong gian, va nhu’'vdy, vo tinh cdc "neurons” trong oc toi budc phai lam viéc.

Au ciing I3 mot thé thao cho bé oc!

R&i cdc trang bai viét cu tur tur xéb chdng 1én nhau. Két gua nay d§ thuc déy
toi xép loai nhu’ng gl viét xong theo thu' tu’ nién dai, co khi tap trung thanh su
viéc, bién co, co khi thuc giuc toi pha/ tim hiéu thém qua sach vd bao chi dé
kiém soat lai tri nhd cua minh. Tu' viéc ghi chép chuyén doi, toi di trd thanh
nguoi ham doc sach, nghién cuu cac vén dé lién quan dén bai viét, nhut la boi
canh dat nuoc thoi toi da soéng. Chuyén doi toi da quyén vao thé gidi Pong
Tay. Nhithg bai viét xong gom lai da duoc vai tram trang. Toi trao bai viét cho
vai nguoi ba con va ban bé than thiét doc dé chia sé vdi téi nhiing ky niém hay
bién c6'ma ho ciing da phan nao co biét qua. Nhiéu nguoi da thuc giuc toi chia
Sé nhiing gi toi viét, khéng phai chi vdi vong than thudc, ma ca voi doc gia bon
phuong dudi hinh thic mét quyén sach.

Quyén sdch di duoc hinh thanh trong mét trang hudng nhu'véy. Nhung quyén
sach ban dang cam trong tay khéng phai la nhing to gidy roi ghi voi nhithg
cam nghi, ky niém thodng qua. Khi toi guyét dinh viét thanh sach, toi bat dau
dao sdu thém nhiihg mang téi cua ky uc bang nhing tim hiéu cin k€ gia pha,
su’ viée, viéng Google thuong xuyén hon dé tra cuu, trao doi vdi ban bé nhiéu
hon dé biét thém nhiihg vén dé ma toi mudn thau hiéu. Tu nguoi viét hoi ky,
toi da trd thanh mot nguoi nghién cuu «tdp su» luc ndo ma khong hay. Gio
day, voi tu’ cach mot cong dan Hoa Ky qua cai nhin hoa hap gilia Péng va Téy,
cong thém vdi nén van hda va gido duc téng hap tur Viét Nam, Phap, Hoa va
Hoa Ky ma téi da thu huong, t6i mudn viét lai cudc hanh trinh cua toi, khoi
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dau tur nép séng ém dém tur Vung Pong Bang Song Cu Long vdo nhiihg nam
1930 cho tdi Vung Vinh Cuu Kim Son van minh tan tién vao thé ky 21.

76/ d5 trdi qua nua doi nguoi séng tai A chéu, nhut 13 tai Viét Nam. T6i d&
s0ng qua ché do thudc dia Phap, cudc xam lang cua nguoi Nhat, va cudc quay
trd lai 18n nda cua quan vién chinh Phap gdy thém nhiing trén chién Ion nho
khac. Phan ndi bét trong nua cudc doi dau cua toi han la cudc chién tranh Viét
Nam co su’ can thiép cua Hoa Ky ma di hé van con la mot dé tai tranh cai bat
tan ngay trong gidi chuyén gia am tuong lan nhiing tang Iop quan chung khac
nhau.

Hon moi thu va doi vai moi nguds, chién tranh Viét Nam la mot trong nhihg
tham hoa Ion nhut trong thé ky 20, la cudc xung dot quén su’ huy diét dir doi
nhut trong dong su’ Viét dai ca 4.000 nam, va cing la cudc chién lau nhut tai
nudc ngoai déi vdi nguoi My tur ngay 15p quéc. Cudc chién ghé gdm &y di dé
lai trong tam tu' toi su’ cham tran kinh hoang vé mat van hoa va van minh cua
"Phuong Pong va phuong Tay khi doi bén gap nhau” ngay khi t6i con séng
trén manh dat cda t6'tién toi.

Khda 1du truoc khi nguoi My co mat trén chién truong Viét Nam, toi da roi Sai
Gon nam 1952 dé qua My du hoc vdi hoc béng Fulbright. Béy la Idn déu toi
dap chuyén bay tdi nudc My, ciing nhu khdi dau cho cudc hanh trinh "khi Bong
T8y gap nhau.” Viéc cu' trd In déu tai My d& lam thay déi manh mé doi toi.
Do bi troc goc béat ré khoi cach sinh séng theo truyén thong gia dinh nguoi A
chau, su’ khoi dau cudc séng cda tor trén dat My qua nhu con ac méng. Nhung
su’ kho khan to Ion nhut cua toi luc 8y chinh la noi nhd nha, tinh trang cé don
va bat dong ngon ngir boi kién thuc Anh nglr gua han hep cua minh. Tuy nhién,
toi da quyét tam bo cong suc ra hoc nén dat duoc két qua kha bat ngo. Tor
lién tuc chiém duoc hang déu trong Idp. Va téi ciing co thé ndi réng t6i dg hap
thu duoc nén gido duc xudt sac tu Lafayette College, ké dén la dai hoc MIT
tiéng tam, va sau chot la Columbia University. Xong giai doan sinh vién du hoc
toi co duoc viéc lam tai thanh phd New York. Nam 1958, toi thuc hién mot
qguyét dinh dang nhd, di du lich quanh thé gidi va vé tdi Sai Gon trong vong
thoi gian 90 ngay qua hdang hang khong Pan American World Airways.

Chuyén hoi huong nay doi voi toi qua la mot kinh nghiém séng thuc cua cédu
chuyén phiéu luu ky "Rip Van Winkle”. Nhitng nam thang di du hoc cua toi tai
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My nhu’ mot thoi ky huong thu "doi séng xa hoa”, xa cach mot nuoc Viét Nam
dang diéu linh trong chinh chién. Thuc té€ phid phang cua qué huong toi va dén
toc t6i da lam dau long toi khi toi thdy song than toi va ba con quyén thudc
déu cé mét tai phi truong Tén Son Nhdt dé mung don ngay toi trd vé.

Mot chuong sach hoan toan mdi vé ban than cudc doi toi bat dau khi toi phai
lo tdi mdy thur chuyén toi uu tién sau déy: 1ap gia dinh, mua mot ngdi nha, va
tao dung su’ nghiép ban than. Suét 17 nam lam viéc cét luc trong lénh vuc
phat trién céng ky nghé quéc gia tai Sai Gon, toi dg thi thé hét tai ndng minh
nham phuc vu dat nudc dang bi hdy hoai bdi loai chién tranh du kich dai dang
va cong khai xam luoc quén su’ cua cac luc luong chinh quy Béac Viét.

Ném 1966, lic 35 tudi, toi la nguoi tré tudi nhut gilt chuc Phu T8 Téng dy Vién
Kinh-T€ Tai-Chanh, trach nhiém diéu hanh mot ngén quy 167 800 triéu My kim

cho mot chuong trinh Hoa Ky tai tro’ dan su, va thém hang triéu My kim trong
Quy ngoai té so hiu Viét Nam. Nam 1966, cung voi vi Tong uy Vién Kinh-Té
Tai-Chanh Au Truong Thanh trong ndi cac Chinh phu Viét Nam Coéng Hoa,

chung toi da co co hdi gap Zéhg thong Hoa Ky Lyndon Johnson va 6ng cé van

Walt Rostow tai Toa Bach Oc. Cudc gap gé nham duyét lai nhiing kho khan

kinh té noi mot dat nudc binh dao bi anh hudng nang né vi chién tranh. Nhuhg
budn thay, su’ udc mo cua toi nhin thdy mot mién Nam duoc song trong thanh

binh va thinh vuong da khong trd thanh su thuc!

Phén con lai cua doi t6i danh ddu bang bién cé sup dé cia Sai Gon véo tay
céng san Béc Viét ngay 30 théng 4 nam 1975. Bién c6 do d§ ddy téi voi vé
phong vo cudc hanh trinh Ian thu hai dén nudc My, tuy nhién, 1dn nay trong
tinh trang bi kinh déng va kinh ngac. Viéc k€é tiép toi nhan thuc duoc la vo' toi
va toi déu con séng sot va duoc lanh lan khi vé toi Marine Camp Pendleton tai
California. Noi ddy, téi duoc nhiing ddng bao ti nan béu ra lam trudng trai dé
lo viéc sinh hoat cua hang ngan nguoi Viét dong tam cu’ va chung canh ngé.

Vao tudi doi 44, t6i da I1am canh mét qué huong, tang gia bai san, va biét bao
nhiéu thur khac ma toi da chat chiu ca do,

Sau khi rof trai tam cu’ Pendleton, téi d§ duong déu dé vuot qua bao thi cuc
nhoc cua mot nguoi ti nan, chi con lai chi phiéu du lich 150 My kim trong tui
va chiéc xach tay dung vai bé do quéan cd. Mot thoi ky mdi o dang cho “ngay
héi sinh cda con ung diéu”. Trong doi, t6i d& di gidp vong s6 phén, phai séng

iX




nhiing I3n théng trdm, déi thay tur sung tuc sang ban han rdi sung tuc. Déu
sao, toi cling ta On Trén da cho toi co hoi mot 1an nda tdi dat My chd khéng
phai noi nao khac. Toi hét suc trén quy su’ dac én dai ngo cho toi duoc séng
trén mot xur' so cua tu' do va co hoi, Toi khong bao gio tudng tuong tdi viéc lia
xa qué cha dat t6 cua minh, nhung néu phai & lai Viét Nam séng dudi mot ché
do cong san toan tri thi di nhién do khong phai mot lua chon cua toi va vo' toi,

Cudc doi tj nan cua t6i dg trai qua 22 ném budi du cuc nhoc, nhung ciing may
mén cho ¢ hai ching téi la du dé cd duoc mdt nép séng goi ghém, cho phép
chung toi an huong doi séng vé huu hai long, lanh manh va hanh phuc trong
trén 20 nam qua tai thanh phd Cuu Kim Son my miéu, trang Ié. Qua thuc, giai
doan thur hai nay trong doi toi cling la cudc do suc lan thu ba va lan chot cua
toi trong tan tudng "khi Pong phuong dung dé Tay phuong” vdy.

Cudc doi téi duoc chia cat thanh hai giai doan gén nhu’ bdng nhau ma méj giai
doan la mot trdan do suc quyét liét cua "Pong phuong dung do Tay phuong”.

Lan dau, qua viéc toi sang My an hoc roi trd vé Sai Gon lam viéc trong mot qué
huong Viét Nam 17 nam gidac gid voi su’tham du’'tai hai cua nguoi My thi duong
nhur cdu noi cua triet gia Rudyard Kipling co phan nao diung. Con lén sau, tu
nam 1975 tai My, qua nhiing no luc cén lao cua téi nham bao dam mot cudc
s6ng cd y nghia cling cho thdy phuong Béng va phuong Tdy ciing co thé sap
gén lai vdi nhau duoc! Téi cam thdy may man va hai long khi & vao tudi doi
nay ma con du suc "ngdi lai tinh s6” cho hai giai doan quan trong cua cudc doi
minh: chuyén di My dau tién nam 1952 vi chuyén trau doi hoc véan va chuyén
dén My sau cung dé thodt khdi Sai Gon vi mang séng, chua kip ndi o7 gid biét
Vdi dét t6 qué huong. Tém tu' toi triu ndng trong y nghi dén dau sé khéng con
bao gio thdy qué huong Viét Nam nida. Téi khdéng thé nao nén long dé gilt
nhiing giot 1€ khi nhin ra cua s6 phi co va nhin xubéng Sai Gon vdi nhiing séng
rach than quen, nha cua, phd xd than thuong khudt dan khoi tdm mat tu' t...

va mai méi...

Khi on lai tat ca nhiing ky niém theo I trinh dac biét qua thoi gian va khong
glan, doi vdi toi van con hap dan vi dong thoi con co thém mot cudc hanh trinh
ndi tai khac trong tam tri téi. B0 I3 su bién doi tiém tién cua téi trong tién trinh
thich nghi va hoi nhap ky thu vdi chanh sach “melting pot” cua nguoi My - mot
phong cach séng hiéu nhu trong cdi “ndi thdp cém” hop chung moi thi lai.
Hang trdm triéu nguoi co ngudn goc khac nhau vé chung toc, tin nguéng va
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van hoa da thanh cong trong hai thé ky qua, tao Idp duoc mot xa hdi séng
chung trong hoa binh va tién bo vdi nhilng thanh qua dac biét do su’ dong gop
no luc cua moi ngudy,

Du cho co thich hay khong thich, chanh sach "melting pot” ndy cua nudc My
da minh chung mot kinh nghiém ngoai hang va doc dao trong céng cudc lap
cu’ cua con nguol, Nhin lai lich su’ nudc My, truoc khi tao dung duoc sur thinh
vuong kinh té va stc manh quén su, nudc My dg cd suy tu thoi diém tuyén b6
déc Idp ngdy 4 thang 7 ném 1776 nhiing ly tudng tu do va dén chu tda ra khap
bén phuong troi. Nuoc My van tiép tuc thuc hién su’ mang do va tro thanh
ngon dudc soi duong cho hang triéu nguoi khap noi van xem nudc My nhu
mién dat hua dé tam trd, ti nan va phat trién tai néng cd nhén ciing nhu’ suc
manh t4p thé. Cudc di cur va I5p cu’ cda nguoi Viét ndi chung va cua chinh t6i
trén dat My la mot thi du tuyét voi cho su’ xac quyét nay.

Bay gio, toi xin phép quy ban cung chia sé vdi téi cudc hanh trinh cua Ung
Diéu tir mot canh dong & ving Pdng Bang Séng Cuu Long dén ving Vinh Cuu
Kim Son, than phan thang tram cua mot nguoi Viét da trai qua hon 80 nam
trong hai thé gici Péng Va Tay.

T6i cdng muén nho nhu’ng trang gidy ndy dé tudng nhd dén song thén phu
méu téi nay di quéd vang, nhuhg ban be than thudc toi da vinh vién ra di hay
con séng & Viét Nam ma co nhiéu nguoi phai chiu canh déi doi kham kho. Toi
ciing bay to long cam on cua toi vdi nguoi vo' yéu quy luén bén canh toi trong
moi canh ngod thang tram trong sudt 56 nam qua va hém nay van tan tuy voi
ti trong tudi gia.

Sau hét, vdi tic gid cdc bai viét va cdc hinh anh trich dan trong quyén séch ma
chiing téi khdng lién lac duoc dé xin phép, chung toi thanh that tri on va xin
cao 16i. Cilng xin duoc ndi thém, tuy quyén sach cé mot gid ban, nhung ching
toi s€ han hanh tang tat ca cho Quy Xa Hoi cua Dong Chua Cuu Thé & 38 duong
Ky Bong Sai Gon.

Khuong-Hitu Diéu
Tiéu bang Vang mua Xudn 2017
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béng gap Tay

Quyén sach dudc k& bat dau véi mét ly lich réc rdi cta téi. T lau trudce khi toi ra ddi, ba
noi t6i da quyét dinh la ba t6i sé dat tén cac con theo th(r tu nhu sau: “Ngan, Bang, Ngan,
Can, Sirng, Ldm, Qui, Diéu.”

RO rang la ba ndi mudn ba tbi cé it nhit
tdm ngudi con. Sau nay doi khi vg t6i nodi
di dém la khi ma t6i cé bau lan th(r bay
va ciing la lIan cudi, ba da cd y sanh doi
dang cé du s6 con theo udc mudn cula
me chdng. T6i may man la ngudi con th(
tdm va cd tén “Qui Diéu” 1a tén mét loai
chim dai bang diing manh, tung canh
vuan cao chg khéng phai la loai qua hay
“ga tay” chay khap khiéng. Khi truéng
thanh, hinh anh oai phong ctia canh chim
dai bang nay la kim chi nam dé tdi séng
ddi minh.

Hai anh em sanh doi, 1931 "Cap Chim Qui”

T6i da@ may man thu hudng mot cai
tén mang moét y nghia huyén diéu
nhu vay, nhung cau chuyén ly lich o 3 -,
cla tOi trd thanh rdc r6i sau d6 vi | aly  “H L gl o\
trong dai gia dinh Khuong-Hilu cla EEEPae ==\ AP
t6i c6 Chl Bay, ngusi em trai cla ba e =20 ‘51
. N , i munmm[ 100k KHOA DINH TUONG (0
toi khong co con. Theo phong tuc i xHu sn KHOA NHl KHOK

Viét Nam, moi gia dinh phai cé con T v M 4m
trai d& ndi d6i tong dudng, lo viéc »
huong khoi va cliing gio moi nam. Do
do, ba toi quyét dinh cho t6i vé lam
con nubi cta Chi Bay. T6i ndi viéc
nay rac réi vi sau do toi phai goi ba
t6i la Bac Nam va goi Chu Thim Bay
la Ba Ma.

Noi toi sanh ra: Bénh Vién San Khoa My tho

Nhung su rac r6i khéng phai chi dirng

ndi day. Hai gia dinh déu khong mudn cho t6i biét t6i la con nudi. Mac dau t6i ra ddi & Binh
Vién San Khoa tinh My Tho, nhung trong gidy khai sanh thi ngi sanh, ngay sanh, va tén cha
me cua hai anh em song sanh ching téi thi lai khac nhau.

Khuang Hitu Diéu Khuong Hitu Qui
Sanh ngay 7 thang 10, 1931 Sanh ngay 19 thang 9, 1931
tai Lang Thiéng buc tai Lang Diéu Hoa
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Tinh Vinh Long Tinh My Tho
Cha: Khugng Hiru Bay Cha: Khuaong Hitu Lan
Me: Nguyen thi Nhi Me: Ngyén thi Vang

. - A

w-sm atramg with parents 10 hai hoe visn
Ba ma nudi cua toi (Chu Thim Bay ma toi goi la Ba Ma)
Chuyén di Nha Trang vdi ba ma nam 1940

Ba ndi va ba ma rudt cua toi Ba ma rudt cua toi
(ma téi phai goi la Bac Nam)

17
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Hinh dai gia dinh chup nhén dijp Tét tai vuon san thuong,
nha s6 59 Quai Gallienj, Mytho, 1944
TU trdi qua phai:
Ba t6i, Ma toi, chi Sau, Bac Nam, Chi Hai, Anh chi Nam, H6 con gai chi Hai, chi Bay

o

Ba Ma toi Ba toj, duong Hang duong My Tho
Viéc gia dinh xép d&t d€ tach rdi ly lich hai anh em sanh déi ching tdi trong gidy khai sanh

da to ra rat hiéu nghiém vi ngay nay, ngay & tudi 85, bay git toi van khong thé goi ngudi
cha rudt cta tdi la “ba” va ngudi chu téi la “chd”.

18
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NhG lai IUc t6i Ién ndm, céac chi toi tim cach du t6i kéu me rudt cua tdi bang *ma” nhung toi
khéng sao lam dugc. May chi toi cudi cung phai “hdi 16” toi bang nhirng thanh sb cb la hay
cac vat hap dan khac mai khi cac chi muén nghe toi goi nhu vay.

Trong nhitng nam dau, bdi I€ hai anh em song sanh ching t6i giong nhau nhu khudn ddc,
dé khoi k&u [am, gia dinh ghép hai tén anh em ching tdi lai va goi hai dra ching tdi bang
tén chung la “Qui-biéu”. Cho tdi ltc tdi du tri khén dé€ hi€u nhiing I5i don dai, tdi méi kham
phé ra su thuc vé ly lich ciia minh va vé viéc gia dinh sira ddi khai sanh. Ba va cht ti séng
va lam viéc véi nhau nhu cap bai trung do dé t6i cling song rat gan véi cac anh chi em cua
t6i. Qua that cach hanh x{r cia phudgng DBong that la huyén diéu.

Mdi ndm vao dip Tét, ba ma rudt téi mac quan do cd truyén dé chup hinh chung vdi con
chau.

~

A

-~

=

TU tréi qua phai:
bung hang sau: chi Bay, ti, Ba toi, chi Sau, chi Tu, nguoi anh song sanh vdi toi,
va Ma téi. Nhirng tré em d hang trudc la con chi Hai va chi Sau.
Hinh duoc chup tai nha may xay lda Khuong-Hiu va vuon trong cdy an trai cua ba toi.
My Tho 1948.

Trong gia dinh nguGi Viét xua, con cai cac ngudi vai em chiu dia vi thdp han con cai cla
nhirng ngudi vai cao han. Do la s6 phan kém may man, noi thua thiét dau tién téi phai cam
chiu. Ngoai ra, con cta cha me giau cling cé thanh thé han. Bac Nam (tdc cha rudt téi), la
nha kinh doanh gidi va giau cd nhit trong ho. Bac c6 du tién dé€ cuu mang cac em trai bi sa
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o thét thé, k& ludn ca ba toi.

Sanh ra trong thap nién 1930, thé hé cla t6i da phai song dudi ach cai tri cia ngoai bang.
K& tlr IUc so sanh cho dén 44 ndm sau, sudt qua nlra doi ngudi, t6i da la chifng nhan cla
mot chudi dai nhitng ché do dé hd hay su can thiép clia nudc ngoai nhu: ach cai tri ha khac
cla thuc dan Phap, cubc xam lang cla quan phiét Nhat, Phap tai chiém Viét Nam vdi vién
trg cia My, r6i sau cung su’ can thiép truc ti€p hao ton clia My theo chu thuyét “Domino.”

™ -

Cling cdn ndi thém 1a chinh Tdng Théng
Eisenhower da st dung danh tur nay trong cudc
hop bao ngay 7 thang 4, 1954. Ong giai thich la
néu con cd domino dau tién la Viét Nam bi danh
nga thi nhitng con cG sau nhu Lao, Cao Mién,
Thai lan, Ma Lai, Phi luat Tan, Nam Duadng, Mién
bién cling sé nga theo.

Tuy la mét thi€u nién s6ng trong mot qudc gia
thudc dia, nhung téi thuc su’ khéng hiéu rdé ngudi
Phap co mat tai xr t6i ra sao. Cac thong tin hay
sach gido khoa da bi ngoai bang va cong san co
y stra d6i nham phuc vu cho quyén Igi clia ho,
tdy ndo dan ban x{ va Ilra gat nhan dan. Gi&f s
hoc téi dudc day tra bai thudc Idng rang “t6 tién
ching ta la ngudi Gaulois c6 téc mau vang kim!”
HO6m nay, ngbi viét hoi ky trong thdi dai tin hoc
[, o = tai My, t6i thay nhu minh dang lac 16ng trong
Hinh thét xua tai tiém vang Khuong-Hitu c6 - M6t khu riing tin tdc va tai liéu. Nhd vao “IT,
anh Nam, chi Sau, chi Bay va cac con cia  Information Technology’s Google,” t6i tim dudc
chi Hai, chi Ba, anh Nam nhiéu dir kién vé lich st cia qué huang toi tUr
nhiéu ngudn doc lap khac nhau ma khong khé
nhoc chi. Toi thay say mé khi tra c(ru lich s clla nudc nha ma nhirng trang sau la d6i dong
todm tat lich s can dai cia dat nudc toi.

Ngudi Phap dén Viét Nam

Ngusi Phap bdt dau dé y téi V|et Nam tir ndm 1658 qua hoat déng cla Les Missions
Etrangeres de Paris (M.E.P), nay ddi t&n thanh Séminaires des Missions Etrangéres. T6 chirc
nay dudc thanh 1ap bdi cd quan Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith (Thanh
BO Truyén ba D(rc tin) & La Ma trong nam 1658 theo su’ van dong cua linh muc Dong tén
Alexandre de Rhodes. T8 chifc nay khéng phai Ia mdt dong tu nhung 1a mét su' tap hop cla
nhirng linh muc triéu va gido dan mudn cb vd cong trinh truyén gido xr ngudi.

Nhifng linh muc dugc gdi qua Viét Nam véi muc dich rd rét 1a truyén dao dé ngudi Viét don
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nhan niém tin Cong gido. Khi da dat chan tai Viét Nam, cac nha truyén giao dy c6 thich nghi
v3i phong tuc cta Viét Nam va |ap ra hang tu si ngudi Viét trong khi van duy tri lién lac mat
thiét vai toa thanh Vatican.

Lgi dung sy kién Trieu Dinh Hué da buc hai cac nha truyen glao thudc Les Missions
Etrangeres de Paris vao giifa thé ky XIX, chanh phu Phéap cé ¢ dé can thiép quan sU’ vao
Viét Nam. Trong cudc xam chiém Viét Nam do Napoléon III chu xudng, Phap con cé su trg
gilp cua Tay ban Nha bdi I&é hoang hau Eugénie la nguGi Tay ban Nha rat mo dao va rat
anh huéng dén quyét dinh ctia Napoléon, nhdt la sau khi gidam muc nguGi Tay Ban Nha la
Diaz Sanjurjo bi x(r tram tai Nam Dinh vao thang 4 ndm 1857.

Ngay 1 thang 9 ndm 1858, Lién quan Phap-Tay Ban Nha do phd do doc Rigault de Genouilly
chi huy véi su trg gilp cla dai ta nguGi Tay Ban Nha Bernard Ruis Lanzarote tan cong ba
Ndng, tuy cd chiém dugc mét phan, nhung bi quan Viét anh diing chan lai. Khdng lam chu
dugc Pa Nang, Rigault de Genouilly kéo quan vao Nam, danh chiém Gia Dinh (Sai Gon)
ngay 18 thang 2 nam 1859, ma& dau cho cudc xam chiém Nam ky (Cochinchine) gém 3 tinh
mién Dong la Bién Hoa, Gia Dinh, Binh Tudng (sinh quan cua t6i) va 3 tinh mién Tay la Vinh
Long (qué ndi cua t6i), An Giang va Ha Tién.

Han mot thé ky sau, vao ngay 19 thang 6 ndm
1988, Duc Giao Hoang John-Paul II phong
thanh cho 117 vi tir vi dao & Viét Nam trong dé
¢ linh muc thuéc M.E.P, 11 linh muc dong
Dominican, 37 linh muc Viét va 59 gido dan.

Thanh lap Lién Bang Pong Ducng

Sau khi danh bai Trung hoa trong cudc chién
Trung-Phap (Sino-French War 1884-1885) va
chiém dugc Bac ky cling nhu dep yén cac cudc
nbi ddy, Phap thanh I&p Lién Bang Déng Ducng
theo nghi dinh ngay 17-10-1887 cuia téng théng
Phap la Jules Ferry. Luc dau chi gom Trung ky,
Bac ky va Nam ky xem nhu' 3 don vi ngang hang
trong Lién Bang Dong Dudng, Phap con chiém
thém hai vudgng quéc Cao Mién va Lao lam
thudc dia. Sau cudc chién Phap-Xiém (Franco- |
Siamese War), vuong qudc Lao va Cao Mién Cochmehina
cling bi sat nhap vao Lién Bang Pong Duadng.
NguGi Phap gilt vua cla cac nudc dé tai vi
nhung trén thuc t€ chi la hu vi bdi tat ca quyén
hanh déu nam trong tay thuc dan Phap.

bodia
1867 ~1862-6

o

Ban do Lién Bang Bong Duong trong Thé
Chién Thu' Hai
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Pirng dau Lién Bang Pdng Duang la vién Toan Quyén (Gouverneur général) do Tdng Théng
Phap b6 nhiém, phd Toan Quyén dat tai Sai Gon (dinh Norodom, tic Dinh D0c Lap sau nay.)

Nam ky goi la Cochinchine tir phia dudi Binh Thuan t8i Ca Mau la dat thudc dia, dirng dau
la Th&ng Dbc (Gouverneur), do ngudi Phap truc tiép cai tri, td chirc hanh chanh tai Nam Ky
giéng nhu' t chirc hanh chanh cta Phép. Trung Ky goi la Annam, tir Thanh Héa vao tdi Binh
Thuan. Trén nguyén tac 1a 1&nh thé do Triéu dinh nha Nguyén cai tri, nhung trong thuc té,
quyén hanh van nam trong tay Vién Kham

S

Bac Ky goi la Tonkin, tir Thanh Héa tré ra, *.
goi la x&r bao hd, dirng dau do Thong S cai
tri. Hai chirc danh Kham S va Théng Srtuy £
c6 khac nhau trong ti€ng Viét nhung giong
nhau trong tiéng Phap (Résident Supérieur),
quyén hanh ciling gidng nhau va déu truc ¢
thuéc vién Toan Quyén Dong Duang. NOi ik
tém lai, ngudi Phap truc tri Nam ky, bao ho
truc ti€p & Bac ky va bao hd gian ti€p &
Trung ky (vi gan véi Triéu Dinh Hué).

Linh Phdp dién binh

Song trong thai thudc dia, viéc hoc hanh cua ! s e
naav 14 Juillet o Sai aon

t6i hoan toan Ié thudc vao hé thdng gido duc
cua Phap. Hau qua la toi thudc st ky va dia du’ Phap hon la nguGi Phap binh thudng, nhung
khdng biét gi vé chinh xr sG cla t6i. Toi chi biét sG qua vé chiéu dai 4.909 cay s6 cua con
song Mekong chay tUr Cao nguyén Tay Tang qua tinh Van Nam bén Tau, Mién Dién, Lao,
Thai Lan, Cao Mién, va Viét Nam. Ngudc lai, ti cd thé vé thudc long nhiing chi tiét cua séng
Loire dai 1.000 cay s6 va nhg gan hét tén cac lau dai ndm ven song. Buong nhién, ky niém
tlrc cudi va khd quén nhit thdi the au cla t6i van la doc cau t6i hoc thudc long trong 16p
lich str: “Nos ancétres les Gaulois ont des cheveux blonds” nghia Ia “té tién ching ta ngudi
Gaulois c6 toc mau vang kim!”
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P& phd truang stic manh quan su' cua minh ciing nhu “hu doa” dan ban xur, mdi ndm ngudi
Phép t6 chirc mot cudc dién hanh ngoan muc. T6i lubn trong chd cudc duyét binh ngay 14
Juillet ma ngudi Phap goi la “Jour de la Bastille” dé dugc xem nhiing loai khi gidi t6i tan
nhdt va linh Lé duang ndi tiéng di dién hanh. Khdng gi thich badng dugc thdy ho di déu budc
va nhip nhang. D6 ciling la dip dau tién toi nhin thay ngudi linh Sénégalais mat gach cua
quan doi thuc dan Phap. Sung dai bac loai 75 ly cung véi chién xa va xe 16i nugc ludn ludn
la nhitng don vi di boc dudi doan dién binh.

Viét Nam trong Thé Chién Thir Hai

Ngay 3 thang 9 ndm 1939, Anh va Phap tuyén chién véi Blc. Thé Chién thir hai bung n6
gilra phe Dong Minh va phe Truc (gém Duc, Y va Nhat). Tuy bién c6 trong dai nay xay ra
lic ban dau bén trdi Tay, nhung cling anh hudng nhiéu dén Viét Nam. Bdi I€ Phap yéu thé,
phai ky hoa udc dinh chién véi Bdc sau 9 thang chién dau, bi Bdc chiém dong dén 3/5 lanh
thd (mién Tay Bic) va chanh pha Phap do Théng ché Pétain 1anh dao phai ddi vé déng do
& Vichy (mién Nam nudc Phap), trong khi thiéu tuéng Charles de Gaulle chay qua London
|én dai phat thanh hd hao dan thudc dia tiép tuc chién ddu. D€ c6 thé duy tri quyén cai tri
G bong Duadng, chanh phu Pétain (con goi la chanh phu Vichy) phai ky véi Nhat hoa udc
ngay 30 thang 8 nam 1940 theo dé Nhat nhin nhan chu quyén cta Phap tai Bong Dudng
nhung ngudc lai Phap phai chdp nhan nhiéu ddc quyén quan su’ cho Nhét tai Bac ky nhu
cho quan Nhat sir dung céc phi trudng, cho quan Nhat c6 thé di ngang qua Bic ky dé tiép
t€ cho quan Nhat déng 6 Hoa Nam. Nam 1941, Phap lai ky hiép dinh kinh t€ véi Nhat theo
dé Phap phai cung cap cho Nhat 700 000 tan gao va cao su phan I&n san xuat & Viét Nam.
TU day, nude Viét Nam phai bi mét cd hai trong: vira bi Phdp boc 16t va vira bi Nhat ap burc.

Une flamme sacrée Tu as lutté sans cesse
Monte du sol m_ﬂal, Pour le salut commun ;
Et la France enivree J On parle avec tendresse

Te salue, Marechal ! 1 Du héros de Verdun..
Tous tes enfants qui t'aiment : En nous donnant ta vie,

Et vénérent tes ans, Ton génie et ta foi,

A ton appel supréme Tu sauves la patrie
Ont répondu : Présent. Une seconde fois.

Maréchal, nous veila ! R
Devant toi, le sauveur de la France, E
Nous jurons, nous tes gars, F
De servir et de suivre tes pas, R
Maréchal, nous voila ! A
Tu nous a redonné I'espérance, I
La Patrie renaitra Maréchal, Maréchal,
Nous voila !

Quand ta voix nous répéte, La guerre est inhumaine,

ftﬁn de nous unir . Quel triste épouvantail !
Frangais, levons la téte, N'écoutons plus la haine,

Regardons l'avenir! " Exaltons le travail,

Nous hrandi_ssant la toile Et gardons confiance

Du drapeau immortel, Dans un nouveau destin,

Dans I'or de tes étoiles, Car Pétain, c'est la France !

Nous voyons luire un ciel. La France, c'est Pétain !!

Bai hat, ‘Maréchal, nous voila!’ da thay thé bai 'Marseillaise’ lam qudc ca Phap.
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"Théng ché o, chung toi déy! Pang sau dng, nguoi cuu nguy nudc Phap. Chung téi nguyén thé,
chung toi nhifng con cai éng, chung toi sé€ phuc vu va di theo buoc chan ong. Bat nuoc sé hoi sanh.
Thong ché di, thong ché di, chung toi déy!”

Trong hoan canh ay, viéc hoc cua toi bi xao tron bdi nhitng bién dong chanh tri da lam cho
hé théng gido duc bi cac gidi cam quyén thay phién nhau sira doi. TU hé théng gido duc
Phap dung mau tu La tinh, t6i phai quay sang chuadng trinh gido duc cua Nhat dung chir
Kanji pha chir nho. Sau ngay Nhat bai tran toi lai tr@ vé hé thong thuc dan Phap nhu trudc
dé. Sinh ngilf phu t6i chon |a ti€éng Viét, chuyén qua ti€ng Nhét rdi lai quay vé tiéng Viét.
TU nam 1940 tGi 1944, moi sang, t6i phai hat bai qudc ca Phap La Marseillaise va cung luc
chao kinh 14 cd Phap treo ngay gilta san cla trudng ti€u hoc cong lap tai My Tho. Sau b6n
ndm chao cd nhu vdy & budi thiéu thdi, cho dén nay, toi van con thudc ndm ldng bai hat
do. T

HOm nay sinh s6ng trén “dat nudc cua con ngudi tu do va qué
huang clda con ngudi oai hung (the land of the free and the home
of the brave) t6i thdy mac c¢& vi khdng nhé dugc tat ca ISi ca cla
bai “the Star Spangled Banner.”

Ldc Thé& Chién méi bung nd, Hoa ky tuyén bé ding trung 1ap, nhung
sau khi bi Nhat tan cong Tran Chau Cang (Pearl Harbor, Honolulu),
Hoa Ky tuyén chién v&i Nhat ngay 8-12-1941.

Trong bdi canh &y, Téng thdng Roosevelt mudn thay ddi lich sur Viét
Nam v@i chanh sach tra lai doc Iap cho tat ca cac thudc dia trén thé
gidi. Ngay 14 thang 8 nam 1941, 6ng cung v&i Thu Tudng Anh Winston S. Churchill ky ban
Tuyén Ngbn Hién Chuong bDai
Tay Dudng theo do Anh va My
cam két ton trong quyén tu
quyét chanh tri cia cac dan toc
va mong mudn cac dé qudc trao
tra doc |1ap cho cac thudc dia.

76ng théng Roosevelt

Thang giéng nam 1944, trong la
| thu Oong viét cho Ngoai Trudng
" Cordell Hull 6ng phat biéu:
“Nudc Phap da lam chu xu’ nay
trong gan mot tram nam, va dan
téc do d& bi khén khé hon sau
ngay nguoi Phap tdi... Phap da
vat chanh nuGc nay trong gan
mot tram nam. Dan chung &

Ngay 12 thang Giéng, 1945, Dong Duong xung déng dupc
US Task Force 38 ddi bom Sai Gon huong cai gi tot dep hon. Chién
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thdng cua Pdng Minh sé dem lai su tan r§ cua Pé Qubc Phdp. (Franklin Roosevelt
Conversation with Charles Taussig on French Rule in Indochina, March 15, 1945, from Major
Problems in American Foreign Policy, Volume II: Since 1914, 4™ edition, edited by Thomas
G. Paterson and Dennis Merrill (Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath and Company, 1995, p. 190.)
Nhung dé chi la su Ilra di hao nhoang. Mdc dau Roosevelt da nhéc di nhac lai chanh séch
ngoai giao nay tai cac budi hop quéc t&, nhung trong thuc t&, 6ng van duy tri méi giao hao
vGi cac dong minh nhu da hgp tac vdi Anh va Phap trong cac cudc can thiép quan su va
kinh t& & viing Dong Nam A.

P& ngin chan chanh

sach banh trudng lanh

thd clia Nhat vai chanh

sach Dai Bong A, MY gia

tang ap luc chanh tri va

quan su dé Nhét cang

il (@ | ngay cang lo sg thém.

two Jima W Lac dé Viét Nam da

Okinavea Mariana Istands nam gon trong tam

At oanh kich ctia chién dau

- P ATorer s va oanh tac cd My cat

indolCHETe Marshall Istands canh tir Ham Déi Tha

Bay do Pho Dé bDdc

SRR William F. “Bull” Halsey

chi huy va sau nay phi

""’;%‘_”ii Solomon Islands CS)' B-24s va B-25s d%n

, et tur Clark Air Field bén

dﬂiiﬁﬁ Phi-ludt-Tan. Ngay 12

DE qubc Nhat 1942 méu do thang ging, nam 1945,

Halsey ra Iénh oanh tac

Sai Gon. Nam tram chién dau va oanh tac c¢d déi bom xudng thanh phé nay danh chim bén

chiéc tau chd hang va hai chiéc chd dau. Cac bdn chira ddu ndam doc b sdng nd tung.

Nhitng cdt khéi den cao ca dam bay Ién trén trdi. Tong cdng co 14 chién ham Nhat va 35

tau dan su’ bi pha hay. Pay la s6 tau cao nhirt bi Hai Quan Hoa Ky danh chim ndi mot ngay
trong ca thé chién.

Caroline Isfands
Malaya Palauls, e

Dutch East Indies

Ngay 9 thang 3, 1945, Nhat cham dirt nén cai tri kéo dai gan mot tram nam cua
Phap tai Pong Ducng.

Gan nlra dém ngay 9 thang 3, linh Nhat dot nhap dinh toan quyén va bat Pho Dé Déc Phap
Decoux. Cung thdi diém dd, Nhat dot kich mét s6 nai khac nén kiém soét dugc nhiéu cd sé
hanh chanh quan trong, cdc nha may dién nudc, va dai phat thanh. Toan thé linh Phap
trong thanh phd Ha NGi bi tan cong bat ngd nén khong kip tré tay. Nhiéu trung doan dau
hang mot Iic ma khong chdng cu gi ca. Ngugc lai cd nhiéu dan vi chién dau mét cach anh
dling mdc dau bi bao vay bdi s6 linh Nhat déng dao han. Ca ngan ngudi Phap bi bat lam tu
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|

Linh Nhat tién vdo Sai Gon trong Thé Chién Thu' Hai

binh. T6i bi mot ci s6c manh liét khi [an dau tién trong ddi chirng ki€n canh ngudi Nhat
kiém soat mot thudc dia cia Phap. Tai My Tho, tdi thdy mdt ngudi linh Phap bi hién binh
Nhat cdi tran roi trdi vao mot cai cot dudi bau trdi nang chdy mién nhiét ddi. Day dang la
moét man chién tranh tdm ly do ngudi Nhat dan dung dé cho ai ndy déu thay la ché do cai

tri clla ngudi da trdng & A chau da hét thai.

Chién thuyén Amiral Charner bi phi co Nhat danh chim
d My Tho ngay 10 thang ba 1945

Toi lay lam khodi chi
nhin phi cd Nhat lao
xudng va oanh tac chiéc
tau chién nay gilra ban
ngay trén song
Mekong. Khdng khac gi
nhu trong mot cudn
phim.

Cung luc dé, dé déng
tron vai tro clua ké di
giai phong, ngudi Nhat
cing c6 quyén luc cla
minh & Viét Nam nén
cho thanh [3p mot
chanh phu goi la “doc
lap”. Ngay 19 thang ba,
1945. Bao bai tuyén bo
sé dich than cdm quyén
theo tinh than «Dan vi

Qui». Ong chon Ngd Binh Diém Iam tha tudng nhung bi ngudi Nhat chdng déi. Sau cung,
giao su (str gia) Tran Trong Kim dudc Uy nhiém thanh l1ap chanh phu ngay
17/04/1945 gom cac tri thirc va chuyén gia tan hoc v@i thanh phan nhu sau :
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Tha Tudng : Tran Trong Kim (gido su)

- BO Trudng Ngoai Giao : Tran Van Chuong (luat su)

- BO Trudng NGi Vu : Tran Binh Nam (bac si)

- BO Trudng Kinh T€ : H6 Ta Khanh (bac si)

- B6 Trudng Tai Chanh : Vi Van Hién ( luat su)

- BO Trudng Ti€p T€ : Nguyén Hitru Thi (bac si)

- BO Trudng G. Duc va My Thuat : Hoang Xuan Han (ky su)
- BO Trudng Tu Phap : Trinh Dinh Thao (luat su)

- BO Trudng Thanh Nién : Phan Anh (luét su)

- BO Trudng Giao Théng Cong Chanh : Luu Van Lang (ky su)
- BO Trudng Y T€ Clru T€ : Vi Ngoc Anh (bac si)

bay la chanh pha dau tién cua Viét Nam t6 chirc theo cd cau cla Tay Phuong, moi vi bd
trudng trach nhiém moi bd chuyén nganh. Va khi bat dau hoat déng ngay 4 thang 5, 1945,
viéc dau tién 13 chanh phu déi quéc hiéu mdi 1a Viét Nam, khdng dung cac danh xung cii
nhu An nam, Dai Nam, Pai Viét, chon qudc ky Viét Nam la nén vang, ba soc do theo hinh
qué ly. Tuy ngan ngui (chi hon 3 thang tur 17 thang tu' dén 23 thang 8), nhung chanh phu
Tran Trong Kim d& phai td chlc nan cffu déi ndam At Du, va dat nén tang cho chanh séach
giao duc theo tan hoc, chu tam khoa hoc ky thuat, dung chir quéc ngit thay cho chit Phap
va ap dung chuong trinh Trung Ti€u hoc ti€ng Viét (con goi la chuong trinh Hoang Xuén
Han). Biém tiéu cuc 1a chanh pha ndy khdng cé B6 Quéc Phong vi Nhat mudn kiém sodt luc
lugng quan su cua Viét Nam, sg chanh phu nady theo Bong Minh tan cong Nhat. B4 la diéu
that thé& cla Viét Nam vi sau khi Nhat dau hang, dat nudc khdng ¢ Iuc lugng dé phong tha,
bao vé& an ninh qudc gia va Ia co hdi d& dang Cong San Viét Nam dé dang khuynh dao,
khung b6 nhitng thanh phan khdng theo cdng san. Nhirng hinh anh giét nguGi d@ man nhu
m& bung roi don trdu thd xuéng sdng la hinh anh kinh hoang cta dan Mién Nam trong thdi
ky Viét Minh ndi day.

Nhung tinh hinh chanh tri va quén su ciing bién chuyén nhanh chdng tai Viét Nam sau khi
Paris dugc giadi phdng. My doi hai trai bom nguyén tir & Hiroshima va Nagasaki, Hoang dé
Hirohito phai tuyén bo Nhat dau hang ngay 15 thang 8, 1945, quan doi Nhat tai Dong Ducng
budng sung. Ngay 28 thang 8 vi Chi Huy Tdi Cao Quan D6i Bong Minh (Supreme Commander
of the Allied Powers) dam nhan trach nhiém cai tri nuGc Nhat. Lé dau hang dién ra ngay 2
thang 9 ndm 1945 trén chiém ham Missouri clia My.

Thanh lap Chanh Pha Viét Nam Dan Chu Cong Hoa
Ngay 19 thang 8 nam 1945, Viét Minh cudp chinh quyén tai Ha NOi va sau do kéu goi dan
chiing Téng khdi nghia, yéu cau Bao Dai thodi vi. Ngay 25 thang 8 ndm 1945, Bao Pai thodi

vi, trao &n kiém cho Tran Huy Liéu, dai dién cho Viét Minh dé& trg vé 1a mdt cong dan.

Ngay 2 thang 9,1945, trong khi Nhat ky két van kién dau hang thi tai bai Cot CG (Rond point
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Puginier, vira dugc déi tén 1a Céng Vién Ba Dinh), H6 Chi Minh doc ban «Tuyén Ngén Ddc
Lap» cd doan ma dau nhu sau :“ 78t ca moi nguoi déu sinh ra co quyén binh dang. Tao héa
cho ho nhiing quyén khéng ai cé thé xdm pham duoc; trong nhithg quyén 8y, cd quyén
duoc séng, quyén tu’ do va quyén muu cau hanh phuc'.

Hoang dé Bao Dai Hoang hdu Nam Phuong
Ban chat gian d6i dao van cia HG6 Chi Minh da hién rd bdi I€ cau ndi bat hu ay da dugc ghi
trong ban Tuyén ngon Boc lap nam 1776 cla nudc My. Sau dé, H6 Chi Minh cong b6 danh
sach chanh phu Cong San d4u tién nhu sau:

Cha tich kiém B0 Trudng Ngoai Giao : H6 Chi Minh

- BO Trudng NGi Vu : VO Nguyén Giap

- BO Trudng Tuyén Truyén : Tran Huy Li€u

- BO Trudng Qubc Phong : Chu Van Tan

- BO Trudng Thanh Nién : Dudng Birc Hién

- BS Trudng Kinh T& : Nguyén Manh Ha

- BO Trudng Clru T€ Xa Hoi : Nguyén Van To

- BO Trudng Tu Phap : Vi Trong Khanh

- B6 Trudng Cong Chanh Giao Thong : Dao Trong Kim
- BO Trudng Lao BOng : LE Van Hién

- B6 Trudng Y T€ Vé Sinh : Pham Ngoc Thach

- BO TrudngTai Chanh : Pham Van Bong

- BO Trudng Gido Duc : Vi Dinh Hoe )

- BO Trudng khéng bd nao : Cu Huy Can, Nguyén Van Xuan.

Chéanh phi ndy da s8 1a dang vién Cng San. BE xoa diu dan ching, H6 Chi Minh bd nhiém
Bao Dai la cd van, mot chirc vi bu nhin.

Ngay 28 thang 2, 1946, H6 Chi Minh gdi cho Truman birc dién tin yéu cau nudc My ung ho
Viét Nam trong c6 gang gianh doc lap, nhung bic dién tin khong hé dugdc hoi am.
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Mé dau birc dién tin H6 Chi Minh guri Tong Théng Truman ghi nhu sau:

"Do dd, téi khdn khodn gui 107 kéu goi tdi cd nhan ngdi va tdi dén ching My can thiép mét
cach cép bach dé ung hé nén déc I3p cda ching téi va gilp viéc thuong luong duoc theo
ding Nguyén Tac Pai Tdy Duong va Hién Chuong San Francisco hon.”

Trudc do, vao ngay 16 thang 2, 1945, H6 Chi Minh da viét mot 14 tha cho Tdng Théng
Truman yéu cau My gitp dé Viét Nam |3y lai nén doc |ap. Doan két |4 tha ghi: “We ask what
has been graciously granted to the Philippines. Like the Philippines our goal is full
independence and full cooperation with the UNITED STATES. We will do our best to make
this independence and cooperation profitable to the whole world.

I am dear Mr. PRESIDENT,
Respectfully Yours,

YIET-NAM DAN CHG CHNG Hda : \/ }’)a -2732 5 7

cafsn Pnd rix THI HANOI FEBRUARY 28 I946

BO NGOAal GIaO = FX
s TELEGRAM AR 1 Fes

PRESIDENT HCOCHIUINE VIETNAM DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC HANOI

TO THE PRESIPDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF ANERICA VWASHINGTON D.C.

ON BEHALF OF VIETHAM GCOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE I 3EG TO IRSORM YOU

THAT IN COURSE OF CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN VIETNAM GOVERNMENT AND FRENCH
EPRESENTATIVES THE FLATTER REQUIRE THE SECESSION .O? COCHINCHINA AND THE
RETURN OF FRENCH TROOPS IN HANOI STOP MEANTHILE FRERCH POPUIATION AND
TROOPS ARE MAXING ACTIVE PREPARATIONS FOR A COUP DE IAIN 1IN HANOI AND
FOR MILLTARY AGCRESSION STOP I THEREFORE MOST EARNSSTLY APPEAL TO YOU
PERSONALLY AND 0 THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO INTERFERE URGERTLY IN SUPPORT
OF OUR INDEPENDENCE AND HELP MAKING THE NEGOTIATIONS MORE IR KEEPING WITH
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ATIANTIC AND SAN FRANCISCO CHARTERS

RESPECTFULLY
HOCHIMIKNH

ot

Ho Chi Minh™ Chdng t6i mong muén nhan duoc nhifng gi Phi-luét-Tan d& duoc may man
hutng. Ciing gidng nhu’ Phi-lugt-Tan muc dich cua chung toi la Idy lai nén doc Idp va cong
tdc toan dién vdi HOP CHUNG QUOC. Chiing t6i s€ cd gang hét sicc minh dé nén déc 1dp va
su’cdng tac nady dem lai loi ich cho toan cau. “Toi kinh chao ngai”.

HO Chi Minh” [La tha nay mai t6i 1972 méi dudc gidi mat.]
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HS Chi Minh, va V& Nguyén Gidp (do complet tréng)
Va7 nhan vién My thudc Office of Strategic Services

Hitler v Paris Phap khoc

A TS
Phap vé Viét Nam
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Phdp tai chiém Viét Nam vdi khi gidi do My cung cép tu’ xe tank tdi luong thuc
Phap trd lai Viét Nam

Sau khi Téng Théng Roosevelt qua d&i, Truman thay thé. Téng th6ng Truman khdng tiép
tuc chanh sach trao tra chu quyén cho cac thudc dia cua Roosevelt va bi De Gaulle thau cay
:"Hay giup tbi chi€ém lai Viét Nam va t6i s€ giup 6ng cam chan Cong san ¢ Chau Au.” Mot
lan nira Viét Nam lai chiu s6 phan con ¢G thi trén ban cd tuéng gitta Phap va My. Quan Phap
da stra soan san dé néi got quan Anh trd lai thudc dia cii khi linh Anh rat khéi mién Nam.
Ngudi Phap bo ra mét ndm thuong lugng vai Viét Nam dé x&p dat méi lién hé méi gitra hai
nudc. Nhung moi viéc da an bai. V3i su l1anh dao cua Charles de Gaulle, nudc Phap quyét
tam khong chiu bé mat vién “bao ngoc” cua d€ qudc minh.

Sau khi Burc chiém Phap, Tudng Charles De Gaulle luu vong qua Anh ri qua Algérie thanh
Iap Uy Ban Giai Phdng Qudc Gia Phap (Comité francais de la Libération nationale) lanh dao
cudc khang chién chGng DBurc va ca Pétain. Thang 8 ndm 1944, khi tudng Leclerc giai phong
Paris khdi tay Birc, ché dd Pétain sup dd, De Gaulle vé Phap Iap chanh pht 1am thdi.

pe. = £ ' Sau khi Nhat dau hang va

- ,{s bi giai giGi tai Viét Nam,

| ngay 15 thang 8, De Gaulle
- ctr Leclerc 1am téng chi huy
quan d6i Phap & Dong
Dudng, dugc hG trg bdi
Luc lugng CEFEO, (Corps
Expéditionnaire  Francais
en Extréme-Orient) dugc
thanh 18p ndm 1945 dé cru
nguy doi quan Phap &
Dbong Duadng khi chién dau
chong linh Nhét. Luc lugng
CEFEO dugc bd xung bang
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quan linh 1ay tir doi quan Forces Francaises Libres thgi Thé Chién Th( Hai va tir cac nudc
thudc dia trong Lién Hiép Phap (Union Frangalse) va doan linh Lé duong. Toan thé cip chi
huy ldy tUr mau qudc hay la linh tinh nguyen thudc cac don vi nhdy du. Ngusi Phap da san
sang trd lai Viét Nam theo sat got doan quan chiém déng Anh.

Nh& Anh va My trg gilip, Leclerc tuyén b8 trong budi hop béo tai Sai Gon ngay 5 thang 2
nam 1946 la da hoan tat viéc tai chifm Nam Ky va mién nam cua Trung Ky.

Sau khi lam chu trd lai dat Nam ky, ngay 4 thang 2 nam 1946, Cao Uy Phap tai Dong Duang

la d6 doc d’Argenlieu thanh Iap HOi dong Tu van Nam ky (Conseil Consultatif de Cochinchine)

gom bdn than hao Phap, tém than hao Viét Nam dé gilp Phép trong cong cudc cai tri cling

v3i mot chanh phu goi la Cong Hoa Nam Ky do bac si Nguyén Van Thinh lam Tha tudng.

Chinh phti ra mat dan chiing vao sang ngay 2 thang 6 nam 1946 truéc Nha Tho Dirc Ba Sai

Gon vdi thanh phan nhu sau: )

. Thu tuGng kiém Noi vu: Bac si Nguyén Van Thinh

. Phé thu tudng kiém Quobc Phong : Dai td Nguyen Van Xuan

. Téng trudng Tu phap: Tran Van Ty

. Téng trudng Van Tai: Luu Van Lang (khdng nhén) thay thé béi Luang Van My (6ng
ngoai cua Marie)

. Téng trudng Y TE, Lao Hdng va Xa hdi : Bac si Khuong Hiiu Long (Bac Tu cla t6i)

Téng trudng Tai chanh: Nguyén Thanh Lap

Téng trudng Canh Nong, Thudng Mai va Ky Nghé : Ung Bao Toan

T6ng trudng Gido duc: Nguyen Thanh Giung

Th{r trudng An ninh toan quéc : Nguyen Van Tam

. Th trudng An Ninh Sai Gon - Chg Lén: Nguyén Tan Cudng.

HOi Dong Tu Van Nam Ky gom cé:

. Joseph Béziat (luat su)

William Bazé (chu don dién)

Clogne (dugc si)

Gressier (chu d6n dién)

Nguyén Van Thinh (bac si)

Tran Van Phat (y si)

Tran Thién Vang (nghiép chu)

L€ Van Dinh (dién chu)

Nguyen Thanh Lap (Chu tich Viét Nam Ngan Hang)
Nguyen Tan Cudng (nghiép chu)

. Nguyén Van Thach (dugc si)

. H6 Van Trung (H6 Biéu Chanh) déc pha s

Trong khi d6 nhitng ngudi bao hoang c6 thudng lugng vGi Phap vé chu quyén dat nudc.
Theo Thoa udc Vinh Ha Long ngay 5 thang 6 nam 1948 ky két gilta Cao uy Bollaert va
Tha Tudng Nguyen Van Xuan thi Phap thira nhan nudc Viét Nam doc lap nhung cé diéu
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kién han ché& vé ngoai giao, vén hda, quan su, tai chanh va ky thuét. Diém dic biét Ia thoa
udc cdng nhan ba khu vuc Bac ky, Trung ky, Nam ky tir nay dat dudi quyén diéu hanh cua
mot chanh phu trung uang. DE& xdc tién viéc trao tra ddc 1ap hoan toan cho Viét Nam, trudc
dd, ngay 26 Thang Ba, 1948, Bao Dai tuyén bo thanh |ap chinh phu trung uong cua Quéc
gia Viét Nam. Nam nguGi dugc dé cr lam thu tudng ldc bay giG la Ngb Binh Diém, L& Van
Hoach, Tran Van Hiiu, Khuong H{tru Long, va Nguyéen Van Xuan nhung Ngd Dinh Diém,
Khuang Hitu Long, va Lé Van Hoach khudc tur vi khong tan thanh nghi dinh thu cia Thoa
udc Vinh Ha Long. Bac Si Kerong Hiru Long dé nghi véi Bao Dai va toan quyén Phap cho
Tran Vin Hitu, nhung sau cling Bdo Dai Gy nhiém 6ng Nguyén V&n Xuan thanh 18p tan
chanh ph.

Ngay 01 thdng 06 nd&m 1948, 6ng Nguyé&n Van Xuan cdng bd danh sach Chinh Phi Quéc
Gia Lam Thdi Viét Nam nhu sau: )

. Chu tich H6i Dong kiém Téng Trudng Qudc phong: Nguyen Van Xuén
. Qudc vu khanh, phdé Chu tich Téng trdn Nam Viét: Tran Van Hitu
Quéc vu khanh, Téng trén Trung Viét: Phan Van Gido

Quéc vu khanh, T6ng trén Bac Viét: Nghiém Xuan Thién

Quoc vu khanh, tung B6 Qudc phong: Tran Quang Vinh

Tong trudng L& Nghi, Quéc Gia Giao duc: Nguyen Khoa Toan

Tong Trudng Noi Vu: Nguyen HC{ru Tri (khdng nhan)

Tong trudng Tu Phap: Nguyén Khic vé

T6ng trudng Kinh t&, Tai chanh: Nguyen Trung Vinh

Téng trudng COng chanh & K& hoach: Nguyén Van Ty

Téng trudng Thdng Tin, Bdo chi va Tuyén truyén: Phan Huy Dan
Téng trudng Canh ndng: Tran Thién Vang

Th( trudng tung Dinh Chu tich: Binh Xuan Quang

Th{r trudng tung Bé Giao du: Ha Xuan T€

Th trudng NGi Vu: Do Quang Giai

. Th truéng BO Lao dong: Ngo Qubc Con

. Th trudng NGi An: Lé Cong BO

HOm sau, Thu tudng ban hanh «Phap quy lam thgi» (Statut provisoire) theo dé qudc ky
nén vang ba soc do & gilta, va qudc ca la «Tiéng goi thanh nién » cua Luu Hiru Phudc, Viét
Nam chia Iam 3 phan goi 1a Nam Viét, Trung Viét, Bac Viét, moi phan do mét Téng tran
ddng dau.

Mt tuan I€ sau khi chanh pha Nguyén Vén Xuan dugc thanh Iap, H6 Chi Minh tuyén bd
phan d6i chanh pha Nguyén Van Xuan la bu nhin.

Trong khi tai Sai Gon, tir 1948 dén 1954, cac chanh phu «qudc gia» than Phap dudi su lanh
dao cla Bao Dai (hoang d€ roi tré thanh quéc trudng tir 1950) lan Iugt thay dai, nhu cac
chdnh pht diéu khién bdi cac thd tuéng Nguyén Phan Long, Tran Van Hitu, Nguyén Van
Tam, Blru Loc, thi HO6 Chi Minh va dang Cong San leo thang chién tranh chdng Phap va phe
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qudc gia dudi danh nghia Viét Minh. TUr 1950 dén 1954, véi su trg gilip khdng 16 cia Trung
Cong va khéi Lién s6, quan dbi Cong San Viét Minh da thang Phap nhiéu tran danh 16n ma
Dién Bién Phu la chién thdng oanh liét cGa Viét Minh da khi€n Phap phai bubng sing, chdm
ddt chanh sach d6 ho Phap tai Viét Nam gan 100 ndm (1862-1954)

; T 2 MRS e - 2
otherd (Y akmwio, s
3= French Uhion troops i

Hang Khéng méu Ham USS Belleau Wood Quén linh thudc Lién Hiép Phap chuyén cho
Phap 1953.

Tudng cling can ndi thém la ngudi My da giup cho Phap, khdng phai chi trong giai doan tai
chiém Viét Nam ndm 1946 ma ca trong giai doan chién tranh chGng Viét Minh tuir 1950. Quan
cu MY téi Viét Nam [an ddu vao ngay 30 thang 6, 1950. Téng Théng Truman guri doan cd
van quén su My (Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) dén Sai gon dé hd trg ngudi
Phap vao thang 9.

Su’' Poan 2 Thiét Gidp Phap

= -

Phi co USAF C-119 mang déu hiéu cua Phap va do phi céng cua CIA ldi trén khdng phan Dién Bién
Phu 1954,

Trong tran danh Dién Bién Phu c6 hai phi cong My da thiét mang. Nhitng thong tin nay
dugc giai mat va cong bé hon 50 ndm sau ngay bi€n cd xay ra trong dip ngay Ié 6ng Dai sU
Phap truy tang huan chuong Légion d'honneur tai Hoa Thinh BD6n nam 2005.
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Sau cudc chién tam ndm (1946-1954) thudng dudc goi la Chién Tranh Péng Duong I véi
phi tén vién trg My I1&n tGi 2,5 ty My kim [tién ndm 1954] nguGi Phap da bai tran & Dién
Bién Phu va mat luén thudc dia cia ho & A Chau. Lién Bang Déng Ducng da tan ra.

Sau cudc chién, Hiép dinh Genéve ky ngay 20 thang thang 7, 1954, tam thdgi chia doi Viét
Nam & vi tuyén 17 dé& tranh khdng cho H6 Chi Minh chiém ca nudc. Mién Bic trao cho Viét
Minh v@i tén nudc la Cong Hoa Dan Chu Viét Nam do HO Chi Minh lanh dao. Mién Nam cd
Hoang D& Bao bai dirng dau vdi tén nudc la Qubc Gia Viét Nam.

Mot ndm sau, Bao Dai bi Thi tudng Ngo6 Dinh Diém truat phé va Viét Nam Cong Hoa ra ddi.
Viéc 6ng Diém tir chdi khéng thuong lugng véi mién Bac dé€ t6 chirc bau cir vao ndm 1956
nhu HGi Nghi Geneve an dinh da khdi dau cho cudc chién ma cong san goi la Chién tranh
chdong My Nguy, mién Nam goi la Chién tranh xam lugc cia Cong San va Tay phuadng goi la
Chién tranh Béng Duong II (1960-1975)

%k %k k

Trong nhitng nam thao au, toi da sng qua nhitng con 16¢ chanh tri 8 Bong Duang thai thudc
Phap. Khdi dau la cudc khing hoang tai chanh 1929-39. Sau do t6i lubn séng trong su’ kinh
hoang cua Thé Chién Th(r Hai khi Hitler xam lang Phap. Tur 1952 tdi 1958, t6i rdi Viét Nam
du hoc & Hoa Ky.

Suy gam lai, t6i @& nhan ra r&ng ngudi My vao Viét Nam vi quyén Igi riéng ctia ho nhiéu hon
|a d€ truyén ba dan chu tai Viét Nam. Ho mudn cdm chan Trung Cong. Bay gi& tdi hiéu tai
sao, trong cudc chién du kich, ho lai xay cdn cr khéng I6 & vinh Cam Ranh vdi san bay du
I6n cho cac may bay B-52 va Boeing 747 dap trong nhirng nam dau cua thap nién 1960.
Nhu da ndi trudc day, that 1a bat hanh cho ca My lan Viét Nam 1a sau khi Téng Théng
Roosevelt qua d&i, Tdng Thdng Truman da quyét dinh chi hang ty My kim dé gitp Phap 13y
lai POng Dudng theo chu thuyét Domino. Hau qua la Hoa Ky da phai tra gia: 58,209 tur
vong, 153,303 thuong binh clng vdi hang ty My kim tién thué cla ngudi dan dé chi cho
chién tranh trong ba thap nién.

Phan dau cua cudc hanh trinh 85 ndm khi "Bong gdp Tay" cua téi tir Péng Bang Song Ciru
Long tdi vung vinh San Francisco qua la chuoi dai mét thé ky lich sir can dai cia Viét Nam
v3i qua nhiéu bién c6 trong dai ma t6i cd tom Iludc trong vai muai trang nhu trén. TGi xin
phép sé& trd lai cac thap nién 1930 va 1940 thudc tudi x&p xi 20 cla téi.
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Con ngudi la tdng hgp cac kinh nghiém minh da trai qua trong cudc ddi. Riéng véi tdi, du
nhitng bién c6 sdng gid cua lich sir da gay dau thudng tang tdc trén dat nudc, nhung khi
bao ddng qua rdi, tudi tré cta téi c6 nhitng giai doan s8ng an binh va vui tuci tai Ddng Bang
Séng Clru Long va da dé lai nai téi nhiéu diu &n t6t. Trong chuong nay, tdi xin k€ lai nhitng
sinh hoat cua tdi trong budi thiéu thdi dé ciing cac ban cé mét khai niém vé cudc séng va
dan cu & vung dat nay trong thap nién 1930-1940.

Cudc Nam Tién

Mién Nam 1& d&t cdng cu’ cla nhidu dan téc da sinh séng trong ving Dong Nam A tir thdi
cd.

PE hiéu rd ban chit dan tdc Viét Nam va cach sinh sng clia cu’ dan ving Podng Bang Séng
Clru Long, t6i xin mugn doan két cla Léonard Aurousseau, giao su Trudng Vien Dong Bac
CG trong bai nghién cltu vé tién trinh cudc di dan vi dai cla ngudi Viét tir séng Duong T
dén Vinh Xiém La:

«Nhing yéu té, nhiing suic manh cd thé tiéu diét duoc mét nudc mdi thanh 18p déu vé hiéu
trudc suc song manh liét cua nguoi Viét,

Dan tdc Viét chiém cac dong bang Bac Viét ngay tur cudi thé ky thur II1 trudc Cong Nguyén.
X& hoi Viét Nam trd nén thinh vuong tai ddy. Lan lan cdc lan song di dan tiép tuc tran lan
méi xubéng phia Nam dé tdi mot dia diém xa nhat trén duong banh trudng ma nguoi Bach
Viét khdi tur thé ky 1V truoc Cong Nguyén. Nguoi Viét tdi Trung Viét ngay cudi thé ky sau;
g ddy dén téc Chiém Thanh chan ho lai mot thoi gian khad l1au. Nhung nguoi Viét van gilt
duoc mot da banh trudng nhu’ mot suc manh dm i va sau nhiéu nam chinh chién, ho da
thang duoc déi phuong Chiém tdc vao ndm 1471 dé tién méai vé phia Nam, tdi Qui Nhon
vao cudi thé ky XV, tdi Song Cau 1611, Phan Rang 1653, Phan Thiét 1697, tdi Sai Gon 1698,
tdi Ha Tién 1714. Cudi cung trong nua dau thé ky XVIII, nguoi Viét da hoan thanh cudc
banh trudng cua dén toc va chiém tron dat Nam Ky hién thoi.» (Nam Tién VN/Nguyéen Dang
Thuc trong Dong Su’ Viét, s6 17 (2005) tr.70 in lai tUr 74p San Su’ Dia, s6 19-20, (1970).

Trong cong cudc Nam Tién, cudc ddu tranh gilra Viét Nam v&i Chiém Thanh that lau dai va
gay go hon ca. Nudc ndy xua kia tén la Ld&m Ap, dén thé ky th(r IX, thi dbi tén 1a Chiém
Thanh la vung duyén hai mién Trung Viét Nam bay giG. Chiém Thanh thuGng mang quan
danh pha ngudi Viét, nhung mai Ian thua tran, hay cau hon, Chiém Thanh phai cat dat dang
cho triéu dinh Viét Nam (nhu truSng hgp Ché Man phai dang Chau O, Chau Ly tlrc ving
Quang Tri, Thira Thién ngay nay) d€ xin cudi Huyén Tran Cong Chua. Ndm 1697, chla
Nguyeén lay dat Phan Ri, Phan Rang |ap thanh phu Binh Thuan, tir dé nudc Chiém Thanh
bién mat.
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Pdi véi Cao Mién, cong cudc Nam Tién dé dang hon vi ndi chién 1am vuong qudc Chan Lap
suy yéu, thudng bi Xiém (dén 1939 mdi déi |a Thai Lan) danh chiém d&t nén vua Chan Lap
chay sang cau clru Viét Nam va cat dat dang cho Viét Nam. Tudng cling nén biét la Cao
Mién dudc thanh Iap vao thé ky thir VI khi Vuong quéc Phu Nam tan ra (bao gom vung dat
bao la trai dai tur luu vuc séng Clru Long dén s6ng Ménam, xudng tan cac hai dao Ma Lai).
TU thé ky th(r IX, nén van hdoa Khd-Me lay lirng thé gidi véi cac cong trinh Angkor, ché ngu
vliing Bdng Nam A.

Cudc di dan ngudi Viét tr mién Thuan Quang vao mién Nam bdt dau tir ndm 1620 khi vua
Mién la Chei Chetta II cau hén vgi Cong Chua Ngoc Van, con clia chua Sai Nguyen Phuc
Nguyén. Chiia Nguyén Igi dung cd hdi ndy dua quén lén Chan Lap dé mang vé nhiing tiép
liéu can thiét (trau bo, voi, lia gao) va dua ngudi Viét vao lap nghiép tai mién luu vuc song
Clu Long, trén danh nghia la dat cla Mién, nhung thuc té€ xem nhu vo chu bdi I€ tir nhiéu
thé ky, vi su’ suy yéu ndi bo, vi chién tranh lién mién vdi Xiém, vung dat nay hoan toan
hoang vu khong cé gudng may cai tri cia Chan Lap.

Sau nhirng dot di dan tu nguyén va cuGng bach clia ngudi Viét, vao ndam 1679 c6 3000 binh
si nguGi Trung Hoa (nguGi Minh, ch6ng d6i nha Man Thanh), di cu sang Viét Nam. Chua
Nguyén cho di khai khdn dat & viing Cu lao Phé (Bién Hoa) va Cao Lanh. Sau d6, ndm 1681
Mac Clru cling nguGi Minh dén vung Ha Tién.

Rong ra sudt gan 700 ndm, 1anh thd nudc Viét d8 md rong thém gép ba [an tinh tir dia ban
trung tdm Dong Bang Song Hong cho tdi bién cuong ngay hom nay.

Nhu vay, su thanh Iap mién Nam la do su’ cOng cu’ cia ngudi Viét tir ving Thuan
Quang di cu vao Nam lap nghiép cuing véi ngudi Trung Hoa (da so la ngu'ai Triéu
chau) va ngudi ban dia la dan Mélanésien, Polynésien cliia vuang quoc Phu Nam
cil.

Cubc Nam Tién clia ngudi Viét Nam cd thé dugc so sanh vdi cudc Tay Tién clia ngudi My di
sang mién b bién Thai Binh Dugng.

D6i v8i nguGi My, cau «Go West, young man» (Cac ban tré, hdy di vé mién Tay) dudc coi
la 10i kéu goi dan My di dan vé mién Tay cua nudc ho vdi udc mong tim dudc nhirng vung
dat mau md dé 1ap nghiép va thoat ly nép sdng cuc nhoc va nghéo khé hién tai cia minh.
Ngoai ra, cudc di cu’ ndy bi€u td ban cht dc thu cla ngudi My Ia dc phiéu luu, tim toi vi
dai, quyén thé. Tuong tu nhu vay, mot trong nhirng déng Iuc chanh ctia cudéc Nam Tién la
nhirng vu nudc lut thudng xuyén va bat tri do sdng Hong & mién Bac gay ra. Thém vao do,
nhitng cudc tranh chdp va bt én chanh tri trong nudc cling thic ddy ngudi dan di tim mot
cudc séng tot dep hon tai mién Nam. Cu6c Nam Tién ciling chirng to6 ban chat hao hung,
khong bi dong hda khi gap mét van hdéa mdi va dac biét da tao cho ngudi dan Viét mét y
chi kién cudng, chdp nhan gian khd di tim d&t mdi khi bi 4p birc nhu hai cudc di cu’ 1954 va
1975.
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Ban dd dién tién cudc Nam Tién tir Bac xudng Nam, 1069-1757
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Cudc di dan tuan tu xuéng mién Nam dua tdi viéc hoa hgp gilta cac nén van hoa, ching toc
va nhan sinh quan. Diéu nady cling dem lai su’ bién déi trong 16i nhin va sic thai cia ngudi
dan mién Nam. M6t cach tong quat, ngudi Nam cdi md, thodi mai va phéng khoang hon
dan mién Bdc. N&i cho cling, khi vao Nam, ngudi ta phai don nhan cach suy nghi cling nhu
phong tuc mdi dé€ cd thé hoa minh véi dan dia phucng. Ngugc lai, qua ngan ndm Béc thudc,
ngudi Bac da phai tranh ddu dé bao ton I8i suy tu cia minh. Ho quen che gidu cdm nghi
clia minh dé& cd thé s6ng con. Do dd ho trd nén kin ddo va hudng ndi hon.

Cling nhu da s6 trudng hdp cac nén van hoéa pha gidng, tu tudng va uu diém ctia mdi dan
tdc 8 mién Nam dugc pha trdn v3i nhau dé dem lai Igi ich chung cho moi ngudi. Thi du
ngudi Triéu chdu (ngudi Tiéu) ndi ti€ng vé tai canh néng, d& dung khad ndng chuyén mon
nay ctia minh dé gilip san xudt mot s6 lugng thuc phdm ddi dao tai viing dat dai phi nhiéu
cla déng bang. Nhd vay dan mién Nam hudng dugc mot cudc séng sung tic hon so vdi
doéng huong ctia minh & mién Bac va Trung. D4 chinh 1a ly do cudc sdng tai mién Nam dugc
an binh va nhan ha.

Cudc song 6 Mién Nam thud thanh binh

Cudc s6ng & Mién Nam vao thdi 1930 dén khi Viét Minh néi ddy that thanh binh, tir thanh
thi dén thdn qué. Ngudi ta cd thé 1ai xe hai hay di xe Ira tir Sai Gon t6i My Tho, clra ngd
clia Ddng Bang SAng Curu Long. TUr d6 dung ghe di chuyén trén vé s6 sdng rach dén thdm
cac vudan trai cay nhiét déi, ngdm nha néng dan xay trén cac cl lao hay chiém nguGng
nhitng canh déng bat ngat, thang canh co bay. Ciing nhu’ moi ngudi sanh ra tai Déng Bang
Song Clru Long, t6i dugc nubi nang sat bén ba séng nudc. Ngbi nha ndi t6i IGn Ién nam
trong lang Tan-Thach (Rach Miéu) ngén céach vdi thi xa My Tho bdi ddng séng Clru Long ¢
chiéu rong khoang gan hai cay s6 hay mot ddm Anh. Ba t6i cho xdy mét ngbi nha chiéu dai
20 thudc va chiéu ngang 10 thudc ngay canh bén do. Ngi day ciing la nha may xay lUa gao
Khuong-Hiru. Nhu nhiéu nha trong vung, nha cla ching téi dugc xay mot nlra trén dat lién,
mot nlra trén mat nudc dugc chong dd bai cac cot bé tong. Mai nha Igp 1a dira nudc, gidng
nhu mai tranh, nhd vay can nha dugc mat quanh nam.

Vao thdi dd, khdng ai bi cdng thang tinh than ca. Khong ai thdy phai vdi vang, hap tap. VGi
nhitng chiéc xubng nho I3 Iting trdi trén dong sdng chdng ai biét gid cao diém la gi. Dan
ching khong tiép can va bi thu hat bdi hang hoa tiéu dung bdi I€ cac nhu cau can ban nhu
cdm an, a0 mac va nha & da dudc dat dai tru phu va khi hau 6n hoa quanh nam ngi dong
bang lo toan. Khac hdn véi céc thanh phd 16n bén M§ ma sau nay t6i tdi sinh s6ng, Bong
B3ng S6ng Clru Long hoan toan khdng cd 6 nhiém vé tiéng ddng, bui va khoi xe.

PE bang qua hang ha sa s8 nhitng dong nudc trong ving, ngudi ta bac nhitng cdy cau khi
gap ghénh ma chang phai tiéu pha chi thém ngoai nhiing than tre moc khap nai trong lang.
C6 thé khi chon céi tén “cau khi” ngudi dan suy doén la dé€ bang qua cadu mot cach dé dang,
ai ndy déu can nhanh nhen nhu khi ca. Cé nhiéu cay cau con khong cé thanh nira.
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Canh dong qué v@i nhiéu “cau khi” thd mong




boéng gap Tay

"Céu Khi”

Mac dau dudc xem la vung ndng thén, Dong Bang Song Clru Long la mot trong nhitng nai
cé ti 1é dan s6 tru phd va dién tich tréng trot cao nhit nudc. Ngoai lUa, ndi day con san
xuat nhiéu dlra, mia, trai cay nhiét déi, bong hoa va tom ca.
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Lua vit

Ghe, thuyén, tam ban, do
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Ghe, thuyén

NGi nao cling thdy cé chg ndi. Chg ndi gan lién véi d&i sdng hang ngay va vdi van minh Miét
vudn. Nhitng budi hop chg lubn lubn nao nhiét, va dong duc cho ta cam tudng nhu dang
thdy trudc mat mot thanh phd néi. O ndi nay, du th(r hang hdéa dugc mua ban, trao tay.
Len 16i trong s& nhitng ghe budn con cé cac xudng nhd ban nudc giadi khat hay thic én dé
ca du khach Ian ngudi budn ké ban cé thé ngdi trong thuyén clia ho ma thudng thirc mot
td hu tiéu ndng h6i hay mét tach ca-phé thom ngot trong khi mua ban.

Gia dinh tdi thudng di viéng chg néi Cai B&, gan thanh ph& My Tho, dugc xem la trung tdm
phan phdi hang hda trong nudc. Tai Cai Bé hodc cac chg ndi khac, ngudi ban khdng gén cd
rao hang. Thay vao dd, ho dung day treo mén hang liing 13ng trén cao dé thu hit su’ chi y
clia ngudi mua. Nhitng chg néi I16n hop suét ngay khdng ngung nghi. Khi hoang hén xuéng,
dén dudc tir cdc ghe xudng dudc thap sang ruc d€ dan ching tiép tuc mua ban téi hirng
sang.

Mién Nam phai nhdp cang mét lugng I8n ca tusi tir Bién HO bén Cao Mién. Ca dugc chd
xudi dong tGi day bdi nhitng ghe chai I6n bang go. Hai bén thanh ghe lam bang Iugi kim
loai c6 hai phao thét to & hai dau ghe. T4t ca cac ghe ca nay déu cdp bén tai My Tho dé dd
hang Ién nhirng xe van tai dua ca téi Sai Gon, chg Cau 6ng Lanh tur [Uc t6 md sang.




boéng gap Tay

Do mday chd khdch duong xa
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Ghe chd hang



boéng gap Tay
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Ban dé Pdng Bang Séng Cuu Long vdi tén cac tinh
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Hai hoa sen va hot sen

Pong Bang S6ng Clru Long ndi tiéng vé trai cdy vung nhiét déi va bdng hoa. Tai tinh Bén
Tre, cac vudn dira va vudn cay an trai ram rap téi miic anh sang mat trdi cling kho soi tdi
mat dat dugdc. Vi vay nhitng cd gai I6n 1én trong ving nay cd lan da trang mudt. Thai do,
ngudi con gai Viét lam moi th( d€ tranh cho da khoi bi sam ndng. Nhiéu cd con che kin than
tir dau xubng téi chan. Nhin dau ciing thdy nudc, nha néi moc moi ndi, va ngudi dan néng
thon dugc hudng mot cudc song tuang doi dé chiu. Ho dung 1a dira nudc moc doc theo cac
kinh rach d€ Igp nha roi trong rau hay cay an trai ngoai vugn. Lla gao day dong va re, con
tdm cd Ilc nhic dudi cac sdng rach. Mai gia dinh cd thé nudi ga, vit hay mét hai con heo.
Dan ching &n mac gian di trong ngay thudng: do sG mi, quan ngan thich nghi véi khi hau
mat mé quanh nam.

Du khéch viéng nci day cd thé ngdi trén mui cla mét chiéc ghe lic hoang hén d&€ ngédm
nhifng hang dira dai v6 tan, nhitng ngon dén dau leo Iét khdp d6 day va cing lic nghe
ti€ng ho hodc ti€ng ca vong cd miét vudn hoa lan véi ti€ng hét clia chim 8n dém, dé mén,
cdc nhai, va tiéng ché sua inh oi.
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Trai Me Bap Chubi mau tim Trai Bu Bu

Trai Sau Riéng
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Trai khé Trai coc

Méng Cau Ta Trai Lecuma
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Trai thom Trai xodi
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Trai man
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Xe trdi cdy trong lang

Chi mét lugng nhd trai cay dudc ban tai chg lang ma thoi. Phan I8n trai cay trong tai Dong
Bdng S6ng Clru Long dudgc tiéu thu & nhitng nai khac trong nudc. Ngudi ta dung ghe chd
trdi cdy tdi cac vua ban si dé rdi dua I&n tha db Sai Gon trén cac xe van tai hay bang dudng
xe lra My Tho-Sai Gon.

LR L e Ao, DR RN

boéng ruéng ménh moéng

Dong bang dudc tao bdi nhirng I6p phu sa & cac vung dat thdp gan clra sdng Mekong dai
4.500 cay so. V3i ba mua Iua trong nam, ndi day la vua Ida cla nudc nha. Trong thdi tho
au cua t6i, lba dudgc gat péng tay va phaoi kh6é dudi anh ndng mét trdi. Ngudi ndng dan dung
nhifng may quat béng go quay tay dé thdi di cat, bui va rom. TruGc Thé Chién Thir Hai, Viét
Nam dan dau cac qudc gia xuat cang gao.
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Phoi lua
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Trong hai thap nién 1930 va 1940, Trung Qudc con ngheéo va kém md& mang nén thiéu
phuong tién dé xay nhitng dép ndi thugng luu séng Mekong. Do dd, dat phu sa tir cao
nguyén Tay Tang va vung thugng luu dai cd ngan ddm Anh cd thé chay xudng téi Viét Nam
va dem chat phan thién nhién dén ca vung. Sau nay, khi Trung Qudc xay nhiéu con dap nai
thugng Iuu lam cho dong song Mekong bi giam sut tram trong gay nén su hoang hét cua
dan chdng cuGi nguon vi nan nudc man xam nhap. Két qua la ngudn cung cap gao, ca, trai
cdy bi tén hai nhiéu.

Ving déng bang khong phai la bai chién trudng chinh trong chién tranh Viét Nam. Nhung
sau khi ngugi cong san chién thang, ho ap dat mot chanh sach cai tri khac nghiét trén toan
qudc dem lai nhiéu [Am than khé cuc, k& ca nan thiéu &n trdm trong. Phai dgi t&i ndm 1985
khi giGi 1anh dao Ha Ndi dua ra phong trao V3 van Kiét “d6i méi” thi tinh trang nay méi bat
dau dugc cai thién. Lic db, ndng dan mién Dong Bang S6ng Clru Long mdi cay cay trd lai
nhitng manh dat phi nhiéu cia ho va bién vung nay thanh vua lta trong nudc nhu xua.
Nam 2015, Viét Nam san xuat dugc 45 triéu tdn gao, xuat cang 8 triéu tan, diing hang ba
th€ gidi sau An do va Thai Lan (theo Tran Van bat. San xuéat va thuong mai lua gao VN va
thé gidi 2015-16), trong d6 ving Dong Bang Song Clru Long chiém 75% s6 xudt cang (6
triéu tan).

Khong phai chi & thon qué ma cudc song nai thanh thi khi téi con thd au ciing thanh binh.
Nhi€éu nha ctira tai My Tho dudc xay theo 16i kién trdc cla nguGi Phap. Toa nha I&n nh(t nai
day la dinh tinh truéng.

Dinh Tinh truong

Tda nha nhin ra dai 16 Bourdais (sau dugc ddi tén 1a Pai 16 Hing Vuong) con dudng I6n
nhirt cda thi xa, dugc xem nhu “Champs Elysées” ciia thanh phg, ngi té chic cudc dién binh
hang nam vao ngay 14 thang 7 dudc goi la “Jour de la Bastille.” Nhitng toa nha khac do
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ngudi Phap xay gom nha thd Cong Gido nguy nga, tda an, tda hanh chanh, trai linh, nha ho
sanh, va san van dong. Can k& thém mot bon nudc cao dung trong luc dé phan phéi nudc
cho ca thanh phé. Ngoai ra con cd mot cau lac bd kha trang 1€ ndm bén séng Mekong la noi
udng rugu cua quan chiic ngudi Phap.

Trong thdi Phap thudc, hé théng canh sat day quyén uy cta Phap thi hanh chanh séch kiém
soat khi giGi va cai tri dan Viét that khat khe. To6i con nhd rét rd hinh anh vién canh sat
trudng ngudi Phap dap chiéc xe may di thanh tra trong chau thanh My Tho. Ong ta that oai
phong trong bd ddng phuc vai khaki va deo bén héng mét khiu sing luc to tudng dung
trong bao da béng loang.

Su' thuc vao thdi dd, dan ching toan quéc cd thé séng cudc ddi an binh ngay cling nhu
dém. Ti nhu ba toi, tuy la mot thugng gia co tiéng trong tinh, cling chi xin dudc gidy phép
mua mot khau siing hai d€ s&n chim ma théi. V&i mot ché dd kiém soat nghiém nhat nhu
vay, gan nhu trong ca tinh ly khdng kiém dau ra dugc mot khau sing. Nan du dang hay
bang dang ciling khéng cé dat song. Trong su6t 50 nam, tiém vang Khuong-H{tu cua gia
dinh t6i khong hé gap trém cudp va cling khong can mudn nhan vién bao vé nao ca.

MOi tuan ba téi di xe IUra 1én Sai Gon dem theo cdp da trong dung mét thoi vang nang vai
ky. Ong dem vang t8i Ngan Hang Ddng Ducng dé thir do vang roi ddi ra tién mat. Vang nay
mua tu nif trang khach hang trong toan tinh dem dén ban cho tiém. Trong nhiéu nam ba
tdi di chuyén nhu vy mdt minh ma khdng chit sg sét, lo 13ng. That Ia c& mét thdi an binh
da qua.

Ba toi doi khi cho t6i chit tién tli d&€ thudng cdng cho tdi vi da giup dng ndu nhitng nit
trang mua lai. Chdng t6i dung mot 10 nau vai than dudc va nhiém vu cla toi la quay may
quat gié nham gitl cho nhiét dé trong 16 d ndng dé l1am chay vang. Vang chay trong mét
cai gidt trude khi dugc dd vao cai khudn bang thép.

Cai giot Khuén dé vang bang thép.

Cudi cung ching t6i cé dugc mot thoi vang hinh giéng nhu mét vién gach dé ba tdi dem l1én
Sai GOn moOi tuan. T6i nhd ba toi thudng di chuyén xe Ilra rat sém. To6i dugc di theo ba toi
tGi nha ga xe Ira. Cha con chiing téi thudng ghé vao mét quén gan dé dé &n diém tam. Toi
hay goi hai mén tdi ua thich nhit 13 café sira va hi ti€u My Tho, mén &n ndi tiéng ca xr
Nam ky va trong cdng dong ngudi Viét ngay nay & My nita. An xong diém tam toi tré vé di
hoc. Sau gi& chiéu cing ngay, toi di bd lai nha ga dé don ba toi.
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Ddi khi, d& thudng cho i, &n t8i xong ba tdi dan tdi trd lai nha ga d& dap mot chuyén xe
Iira ddc biét. SG la khi xe nglrng & My Tho ma nha ga khéng ¢ du cho quay dau trd lai dé
di chuyén vé Sai Gon, do do chiéc xe phai chay thut Iui t6i mét vung ngoai 6 thanh phG
(Vong Nho) méi c6 thé quay dau 180 do. Rdi chiéc xe lai chay thut Ui trd vé nha ga dé€ san
sang cho chuyén di Sai Gon vao sang s6m hom sau. DGi véi toi, chuyén di ngan ngui doé
lubn dem lai cho téi nhiéu hing thu.

Xe lua My Tho - Sai Gon 1938

Toi s8 tiép tuc k€ chuyén nhirng thd vui va phong canh viing Déng Bang Séng Cltu Long
trong chuong sau.



Chuong 3

Nhi'ng Thu Vui Tai
Pong Bang Song Curu Long

Dong Bang Song Clru Long, con goi la Mién Tay, nhin tr khdng anh la mét ving dat bang
phdng nhu td gidy vdi nhitng déng rudng thap va ngap nudc gébm Tay D6 (Can Tho) va 12
tinh la Long An (gom 2 tinh Tan An va Kién Tudng cii), Tién Giang (My Tho va Go Cong cili),
Bén Tre, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, Hau Giang (tinh Can Thg cii), Dong Thap (Sa Déc va Kién
Phong cii), An Giang (Long Xuyén cii), Kién Giang (Rach Gia cii), Séc Trang, Bac Liéu va Ca
Mau. Bdn tinh nam & ta ngan Song Tién goi la Vung Tién Giang va cac tinh hai bén bs Séng
Hau goi la Vung Hau Giang.
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Mot khdng anh cua Pong Bang Séng Cuu Long Ban dé Pdng Bang Séng Cuu Long

Vdi 9 cua bién VJi tén cdc tinh thanh

Nhitng hdi (rc v& Dong Bing Sdng Clru Long van con séng ddng trong tim éc téi du da bao
nam t6i da xa cach qué huang. T6i con nhd rd cudc sdng don sc va ban chat moc mac cua
dan cu nai do. Ho la néng dan, ngu dan, thg thu cong séng tu tap bén bg séng hay kinh
rach trong nhitng can nha xay that so sai vdi bat cr vat liéu gi cé san.



boéng gap Tay

Nhing ngéi nha tiéu biéu & Béng Bang
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Ch.3 - Nhiing Tha Vui Tai Déng Bang Song Clru Long

Pa s nhitng ngdi nha tai day c6 mai Igp 14 dira nudc va co chd cho ghe thuy@n cip bén.
Nhirng “garage” nay bang go xay cat 16 thién hay c6 mai Igp 1a ném dai theo bd séng che
- MUa Nang cho ghe dau. Nhiéu ngdi nha
dugc xay mot nura trén dat lién, mot nlra
trén mat song giup cho can nha dugc mat
guanh ndm. Nhg dé con bao dam co nudc
“tr&i ban” dé tdm rira va dung cho céc viéc
noi trg khac.

4 TOi con gilr dugc nhiéu ky niém vé nhiing
thd vui thdi thc du t6i chia sé cung vdi ba
t6i tai vung dat ndy. T6i may man cd dudc
ngudi cha thich séng ngoai trdi va thuong
yéu thién nhién. Gan nhu moi cudi tuan, ba
t6i dua téi dén tham dong rudng, vudn cay
- : nhiéu mau sac hay nhifng song rach hién
Ngéi nha xdy mét nui trén dét lién mét nua trén  hoa. Cac hinh anh sau day ghi lai cuc séng

mét séng hién hoa ctia dong qué mién Nam ndi do toi
da cé nhirng ky niém khéng quén.

Cac cd sé ky nghé va thu cong nghé
- Nha may xay lia

M6t trong nhitng doanh nghiép cla gia dinh t6i la nha may xay Ida “Khuong-Hitu” mét nam
6 ngoai 6 thanh phd My Tho va mét gan bén “bac” Rach Miéu (Bén Tre). Tinh to mo vé ky
thuat nay sinh trong téi khi téi quan sat dan may dat nai day bién Ia thanh gao It d€ sau
doé dudc c6i xay cd gan cao su mai ra thanh gao trdng. San phdm phu la cdm dugc dung dé
nudi heo. Tdi con nhd ba téi biéu chi Tu téi 18y cdm s6° mdt ndu véi sdcbla dé &n trang
miéng “rat b6”. Nhiéu ndm sau, bén Tay phucng ngudi ta mdi bat ddu quang cdo cdm nhu
la mét thirc 8n chifa nhiéu chat bd dudng dé bay ban tai céc siéu thi.

w0 B
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‘mu .

Nha may ky nghé xay lia gao Nha mdy xay lua gao nho trong lang
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béng gap Tay

Thém niTa, téi khdm pha ra khi xay lia con dugc trdu dung dé ndu com, hay d6t cac 1o dun
ky nghé. Nha ndng con dung trau thay phan bon cho vudn tugc cta ho.

- Lo gach

Ba t6i dua tdi di xem nhiéu loai nha may dé gilp t6i chon mét huéng di cho tuong lai, dic
biét cho nganh k¥ su' vé sau nay. Toi thudng di dén 10 gach cach nha may xay lla gao cla
gia dinh khéng xa. Di thdm 10 gach thi vi hon ca vi tdi cd thé mang vé nhiéu dat sét tot dé
lam thanh d6 chaoi nhu xe hai, xe gan may, nha ti hon, dung cu ndu an, hop nudi d€ mén...
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Lo gach
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Ch.3 - Nhitng Thi Vui Tai D6ng Bang Séng Clru Long

Noi day tdi cling hoc dugdc tir cac ngudi thd cach dung dat sét va khudn gd dé 1am gach,
ngoi bdng tay that le. Gach, ngdi uGt dugc phai khd ngoai trdi roi cho vao 16 ham hinh nén
cGi, xay bang gach do nhu & cac hinh chup phia trén. Ngudi ta dung cui hay trdu 18y tir cac
nha may xay lia gao k& can dé dét 1o.

Ngoai ra, ba t6i cling mudn cho tdi bi€t cac sinh hoat kinh t€ va cac nganh nghé trong lang
nén cho tdi di viéng naoi san xuat “cai” dira khd va nuéc mam. Nudc mam ddi véi ngudi Viét
la mon an quéc hon qudc tly tuang tu nhu' xi dau véi ngudi Hoa, Nhat ban va Pai han. Toi
xin phép luu y ban doc la trong gan 200 quéc gia trén thé giGi chi c6 bén nudc nay dung
dlia d€ &n ma théi. Phan con lai ding mudng nia hodc &n béc.

- Hang lam nudc mam

Nudc mam la mét loai nudc chdm mau hd
phach lay tur ca tron v8i mudbi. Mudn lam
nudc madm, ngudi ta lan lugt xép mot I6p ca
r6i mot I8p mudi trong mot thung cay hinh
ong tru nhu trong hinh dugi day. Vi dao Phu
Quobc va tinh Phan Thiét cé loai ca cdm
(anchovies) ngon nén nudc mam san xuat &
hai viing nay ndi tiéng nhit. O Déng Bang
So6ng Curu Long cé ca linh, loai ca nudc ngot
cd thé dung dé€ Iam nudc m3m nhung pham
chdt khong bang ca com nudc man. Trudc
day nudc mdm dugc dung trong cac tin lam
bang dat sét nung nhung sau nay dugc thay
thé& bang chai lam bdng thuy tinh hay nhua.




boéng gap Tay

- Xuong lam banh trang

Nguyén liéu dung lam banh trang la gao. Gao da ngam nudc dugc xay cung véi nudc trong
mot mady don gian nhu dudi day. NgusGi ndng dan dung mot cdi xay tay bang da hinh tron
dé€ lam bdt gao, va dung bét gao dé& 1am banh trang.

Cong nhén lam banh tréng Coi xay gao
P& Iam nhirng miéng banh trang that mong, ngudi cdng nhan ngdi trén mdt chiéc ghé thap
dé trai nudc bdt gao 1én mdt miéng vai dudc cdng thang trén miéng ndi nudc dang sbi. Khi
trdng xong mot I6p bdt gao mong, ngudi nay day ndp lai réi hdp nhu vay trong vong 30 tdi
45 giay.
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Ch.3 - Nhiing Tha Vui Tai Déng Bang Song Clru Long

Miéng banh trang hinh tron sau do dudc trai trén vi tre réi dem di phci ndng trong vong
mot ngay. Khi xong, miéng banh trang trong tua nhu mot miéng gidy mau trong duc.

Phai bénh trdng: Banh trang cd khi cd an hinh 1& dira hodc 13 tre 1a khi dét banh trang uét
trén cac vi c6 hinh nay chuyén qua mat banh trang khién cho ching cé hinh dang dac trung
cho mai nha san xuat.

Banh tréng duoc phoi dudi anh ndng mét troi trén nhiing vi tre.

Nhitng miéng banh trdng da khd dudc hop lai thanh tirng x&p, v6 bao nylon d& dem ra chg
ban.

Ngu®i Viét dung banh trang goi thic an, tuang tu loai banh tortillas da dugc dung nhu
loai thirc an chinh tai Mé Tay Cd. Nhiéu b0 lac ngudi da do & mién Tay Nam Hoa Ky ciling
an tortillas nira.

Banh trang dugc dung d& goi cha gid hay goi cudn (Xin xem hinh)

GOi cubn Cha Gio
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béng gap Tay

- Xuong lam "cai” dua khé (copra)

Céi dlra khd dugc dung dé ép bién ché ra dau dira. Phan xac dira khé con lai dung lam thirc
an cho suc vat dugi hinh thic la banh xac dira. P6ng Bang Song Clru Long la dat cla cay
dira. Nhin déu cling thay dira va cu déan hoan toan tuy thudc vao dira. Dlra duge dung dé
dun, Iam keo, ndu rugu, Igp mai nha, lam tli xach, diéu khic dé& lam vat ky niém ré tién,
lam chdi, ban chai... Bat c ban nghi t&i vat dung gi thi ngudi ndng dan va thg tha cng
nghé déu cd thé tim ra dugc cach dung cac bd phan cla trai dira va cdy dira dé ché& bién ra
vat dung ban muon.

Thong thudng, ngudi ndng dan chd dura tdi xudng lam cai dira khé bang ghe vi day la
phuong tién chuyén chd hitu hiéu va ré nhat.

29 & et

Xuong lam "cai” dua kho (copra) Chd dua tdi xuong bién ché

NgugGi cong nhan s dung mot dung
cu thé sa bang kim loai dé tach dira ra
khoi thanh gao dira hinh bau. Cai dira
mau trang dinh chat vao thanh gao
dura. Sau khi da 1ay ra dudc cdi dua
trdng thi dem di sy khd dé cé ci dira
kho (copra). Cé nhiéu cach lam kho
nhu hun khoi, phai nang, sdy trong 10.
Phdi ndng that don gian chdng can gi
han la may cai vi va mat trgi du nang.
Lay hét nudc xong, chi viéc dem turng
nlra trai dira ra phdi nang hudng vé
phia mat trgi. Néu dira dugc dem hun
hay say thi com dura sé top lai roi tu
tach ra khoi géo dira va d6i sang mau - P

dam han. Cong nhan tach "cai” dua
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Ch.3 - Nhiing Tha Vui Tai Déng Bang Song Clru Long

"Cai” dua tuoi tréng con nam trong gao "Cdi” dua khé mau ndu
Khi bd trédi dira 1am hai, nudc dira dugc hirng lai d& dem dun trong nhitng chao 16n cho tdi
khi sét lai thanh nudc mau dung khi ndu nudng. “Gao” dura clrng dugc dung trong ky nghé
dé san xudt than hoat tinh. Trong thdi Phap thudc, Viét Nam xudt cang “céi” dira khé (copra)
sang Marseille d€ |am loai xa béng ndi tiéng 72% phan dau.
- Lo duong thu cong nghé

Mia la nguyén liéu dung lam dudng.

Bon mia tai vuon trong mia
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boéng gap Tay

Xe chd mia tdi nha may duong Ghe chd mia trén kinh rach thang tién
dén nha may duong

Lo lam dudng thd cong nghé c6 may ep mia dugc quay tay hay néu quy mo hon thi dung
bo, trdu hay déng cc nhod kéo. Nudc mia duge dun cho bay hoi d€ thanh dudng long roi dd
ra chiéc dém bang phang. Khi ngudi, nudc dudng dong cling lai, cat ra thanh dudng thé.

Mot nha mdy lam duong thudc loai nho
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Ch.3 - Nhitng Thi Vui Tai D6ng Bang Séng Clru Long

Nhirng thua vui theo sé thich cua toi

T4t ca nhitng tha vui t6i vira ké déu bat ngudn tir muc dich hudng nghiép cua ba téi, mudn
dua tdi t6i nhitng co xudng dé€ t6i Iam quen véi nhitng hoat ddng san xudt & trong lang,
biét dugc gid tri siic can lao va tao cho tdi mdt s thich d€ chon nghé sau ndy. Tuy lau dan
thanh quen thudc, nhung toi cling c6 nhitng thd vui riéng cla tré thg gidng nhu nhirng dira
tré dong tudi trong lang. Sau day la vai tha vui do chinh tdi chon Iua theo s& thich.

- Da Dé

Pi IUng bdt d& mén (dé& than, d& Iira) & dong rudng vé nudi dé chon cac con ddng ¢ cho
da nhau chi tir cling la mot thd vui khac cda t6i. Bon tré trong xom dem dé€ men clia minh
dén noi tu tap roi td chirc nhitng cudc da kha ngoan muc. Diéu quan trong la biét chon
nhitng con ddng Ifa va bang sic d€ cho ddu véi nhau.

Cap Vo si dong ¢ 76 thuy tinh dung lam vo dai

D& dd nhau trong vé dai lam bang thuy tinh
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béng gap Tay

Toi khdng bao giG quén cho nhitng con dé duc nhay mai truGc khi da vi téi tin lam vay
ching sé dugc thu gian han. Moi ngay khi cho chiing an xong toi bo that nhiéu thi giG quan
sat mau sdc clia chiing, 1dng nghe tiéng ching gay va dé y cach chiing di chuyén dé chon
nhifng con Igi hai nhét. Hai &ng bau clia cudc d&du dung mét sdi tdc dé kich thich b réu cla
dé men cho tdi lic chdng bi buc bdi va trd nén hi€u chién dua hai rang nhin nhu hai cai
moc. Khi ca hai con da hau da, miéng van nho ngan doi chung dugc rut 1én va cudc dau
quyét liét bat dau. Cudc so tai that ngan ngui chi kéo dai trong vong vai gidy ma théi. Thang
bai dugc quyét dinh tuy theo con nao bd chay trudc hay ngung gdy. Khi cudc ddu da bat
dau va con dé co hai cdnh vao véi nhau dé€ clr bai quan ca thach thdc ddi tha thi toi cling
tudng nhu chinh minh dang budc 1€n vo dai vay.

- Pa Ca Lia Thia

Cd db duoc nubi duding dé phét trién ban chat hiéu chién cua ching

Chgi da ca lia thia la tha tiéu Ighié’n thanh lich cua ngudi dan qué va cua tré con thich cach
chai khong 6n ao hi€u dong. O nha qué hodc & vung nira qué nira tinh nguGi ta mdi choi
da ca lia thia vi phai & gan ao, dia, rach méi cd ca lia thia dé€ ngudi ta di xdc bat. Mubn xuc
bdt c4 lia thia phai di tim kiém nhiing cho nuéc ngép it, "xam xap", nhitng céi bot trdng ca
lia thia 1am dudi nhirng bui co. Hé thdy cd bot ca tréng ndi I8n chdc chdn noi d6 b ca lia
thia. C4 lia thia dem vé nudi trong nhirng cai keo thudng dé trén mot cai ké dai sét tudng
nha, gilra hai cai keo "cach ly" bang mét miéng gidy dé ching khéng nhin thdy nhau. Néu
ching thdy nhau thi ching phing mang, vuan ky vi Ién trong rat dir tgn va c nhdm con
ca doi phuang & bén lo khac ma ché mo cdn, tan cong. Chi khi nao mudn quan sat xem coi
trinh d6 cd nhu thé€ ndo, ngudi ta méi 18y miéng gidy cach ly d6 ra. Néu dé ching da bdng
nhiéu lan nhu vay, ching c tan cong vao vach lo hoai thi sé ta mo, bi thuang tich khong
thé nao 1&m chién, théng tran dugdc.
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Ch.3 - Nhitng Thi Vui Tai D6ng Bang Séng Clru Long

Thu vui cua tré em trong lang. So ga da loai nho cho xung déi trudc khi da

T6i d& cu ngu tai My gan nlra thé ky nén téi hi€u bén Tay phuang da ga bi coi la thd tiéu
khi€n bt hgp phap va ddc ac. Cai phong tuc lau ddi dé cia xir ti cd thé khién ngudi ngoai
qudc coi t6i nhu mot dlra tré quai gé néu trong cudn hoi ky nay t6i ndi da ga la mot thu vui
clia tudi tré. Ngudi nudc toi cd ndi “Pat nao, tuc 1é d8” con Rudyard Kipling da viét: " East
is East and West is West, and never the twin shall meet/ Bong la Béng, Tay la Tay, bong
va Tay khong bao gid gap gg&."

Bén phuaong Tay, tré em c6 nhiéu dé chai. Lén 1én ¢ mot dat thudc dia cia Phap trong vung
Dong Nam A cula thap nién 1930, d6 chai cua tbi that la tho sd. Bd chi la nhitng con dé€, ca
da hay ga da. Nhirng mén d6 chai khac thi lam bang dat sét. Cling nén noi la dé, c3, va ga
tu ching ciing ddu da nhau trong thién nhién ma khdng can ai xdi giuc hay bat budc ca.
Trong trang gidy nay, tdi chi cd y k& ra nhitng thi vui cla tdi trong thdi nién thiéu & Dong
Bé’mg S(“)ng Clru Long ma khong [nu()’n dé cap gi dén van dé doc ac vdi suc vat. Thuc long
ma noi, téi cam thay kinh hai moi khi thay & trén man anh truyén hinh bén My canh dau
quyén Anh hay d6 vat dam mau giira con ngu’d| vGi nhau. Nhiéu ngu'Gi My rat thich nerng
thd vui d@m méau nhu vy ma van cho da ga 13 tan nhin va bat hgp phapI Kipling ndi that
dang: “bong la Bong, Tay la Tay, bong va Tay khong bao gid gap g3d."

Toi cling kham phara rang da ga khdng chi thinh hanh trén toan cdi Viét Nam ma con dugc
ua chudng trong khap ving Dong Nam A. Tui tré thich cd ga dd cua riéng minh dé chdm
sdc. Ga dd khi con non dung cua nho. Khi I8n di thang tudi ching méi thuc su’ ding cua
cing va nhon cua riéng minh d€ da nhau. (Xin coi hinh ga dang da nhau)
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Cua ga co thé trd thanh
loai khi gidi dbc hai.
Cach t6i nudi ga do bat
dau tr khi n6 con trong
tri’ng ro6i nd thanh ga
con. Sau dé toi lua
nhirng con nao cd l6ng
mau dep nhit dé nudi.
Trudc khi dua ga 1én vo
dai, to6i dung dao that
bén d€ got cua cla
chdng cho that sac.

Cua cua ga do
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- Ban chim

cdy na

Di bdn chim phai can cdy nd |a dung cu lam bang sgi day cao su d& bin d&n muc tiéu bang
nhirng vién dan lam bdng dat sét udt tur 10 gach (hay ki€m ngoai ruéng con udt) vo tron,
dem nudng trong bép than cho ciing lai.

P&y 1a mdt tro chai thich thd vi né cho phép tdi di san bén chim véi cac ban cling Ia tudi
vGi minh. Ching t6i san chim b6 cau nha hay chim b6 cau rirng cling nhu bao loai chim
hoang khac cla ving nhiét dgi nhu trao trao, se sé, sédo, bim bip, cudng... tdi cling c6 thé
bdn rét cac trai me dét, me ngot, xoai tu nhirng cdy moc doc theo dudng phd tai tinh nha.
Khong phai cay nao trdi cling ngot va day chinh la cd mot su thir thach cho toi khi phai chon
lua cho dung.

MOt tha vui khac 1a di ban chim véi
ba t6i. Trong mua gat, ba va toi
san chim b6 cau ring khi ching di
kifm an trong ruéng lda. Tuy
nhién, ba va t6i thich san chim ung
nh(t. Ban dugc ching rat kho vi
ching ludn dau trén dinh nhiing
cay cao nhat trong vung. Dugi thdi
Phap thudc, ba toi chi dudc phép
cd khdu sing hoi DBuc hiéu
HAENEL dung mot vién dan chi
duy nhdt ma théi. That khé ma




boéng gap Tay

b&n dugc chim ung véi mot khau sting hai yéu nhu vay. Ong ngoai tdi diing 16ng canh thét
dai cta chim ung dé lam nhitng céi quat tay réat dep. Sau giG san chim budi séng, ba va toi
thudng &n banh canh ca l6c thom ngon ngoai déng. O dong bang, ca l6c dudc ua chubng
vi thit nd mém va ngot. An trua xong, nhidu khi ba toi cit vai 14 chudi to dé& cho t6i diing
lam chiéu ngu trua trong dinh lang r6i ba t6i tiép tuc di ban chim.

- Di tat dia, bat ca

TOi c6 mot ky niém doc dao va khd quén khi di tham canh dong rudng cua ngudi anh ho
Khuong Hitu Guang, con clia bac Ba Khugng Hitu Phi tai Vinh long. Anh lam chu mgt thura
rudng rong 50 mau tay dugc chdm soc ky cang. Chung quanh miéng dat dap thanh bd bao
dé kiém soat mirc nudc trong mua cdy. Vao mua nudc néi ca 16c, ca rd, cd sic... va tdm
cang l6i vao rudng dugc nhung khdng sao ra dugc vi bi cai “valve” mot chiéu chan lai. Ching
sinh s6ng nhu vay trong canh dong sudt nam nhd mét mang IuGi dudng nudc nho chay
chang chit trong thira ruéng. Moi ném, vao ngay lé “Chat dap”, cac ta dién (ngudi lam rudng
thué) clia anh hop lai dé€ ra cdng bt ca tdm &n mung.

Thua rudng réng 50 méu téy cé chdng chit nhiing con rach thuy loi
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AN ! .
Chi con mot con rach sau duy nhut gilr ca lai trong canh dong rong ménh méng

Qua hai tdm hinh trén, ban cd thé tudng tugng khi nuGc & trong tt ca cac con rach nhd bj
rut can thi nguGi ta mac sirc bat ca va tom cang bi don vao con rach day bun duy nhdt con
lai. Nudc & trong con rach nay sau d6 dudc thao ra ngoai song qua mot dudng nudc cd Iudi
chan. biéu thich thd cho ching t6i la lam sao got hét bun trén mat rach chi con than ca va
tdm cang nam tro trén can! Giai phap that dan gian. Ching t6i ché bién ra mot cudn ram
co chiéu réng khoang mot thudc tay va chiéu dai bang bé ngang con rach. Nam dira tré
trong bon di*ng sau va ddy cudn rom vé phia trudc dé€ quét bun di.

I WYY

G4 loc




Ngay dudi I3p bun ban cé thé thdy toan ca va tdm cang. Bay gid phai lam gi véi chién Igi
pham tuoi ngon nay day? Cach lam le va hay nh(t 1a xép nhifng con cé l6c va tdm cang nay
trén mat dat, pha rom 1én kha cao dé nudng cho tdi khi tdm cang mau xanh ddi ra mau do
la bira an da don xong. Phan ca loc chi can bo I6p da chay bén ngoai la cd I3p thit that trang
va ngot. Day qua la mot bifa ti€c ngon lanh gilra dong rudng trong thagi nién thi€u cua toi
tai D6ng Bang Séng Clru Long. Vi khdng c6 phuang tién udp lanh, cac ta dién nhanh tay
lam va rira ca cho sach, udp vSi mudi trong nhitng lu d&t nung that I6n d€ Iam mam. Tém
cang qui hon khdng lam mam, ma chi kho gach hay kho tau dé chia ra &n.

Budn thay, cudc s6ng tru phi va tuci dep 6 Dong Bang Séng Clru Long nhu t6i da trai qua
thdi tho du da day 1én binh Ilra bdi cdng san, nhan danh ddc I1&p tu do d€ gy ra cudc ndi
chién Nam-Bac tuong tan ma hdu qua 1a ap d&t ché do ddc tai dang tri trén ca nudc, day
mot triéu ngudi Viét vao tu nguc dé tra thu va mdt s6 may man thoét di dugc phai sdng ddi
ti nan trén khap thé& gidi trong dé cd toi.



Phan 2
0i Nhap Van Hoa Phap

Chuong 4

Ném Mui Tranh Dua Tai TruGng
Le Myre de Vilers

Céng truong Collége Le Myre de Vilers My tho 1944

T6i cb nhiéu ba con s8ng bén Phap va 1a cdng dan Phap nén tdi mudn tranh hiéu [dm. Khi
t6i viét vé chanh sach thudc dia Phap déi xur khong tét vGi nguGi Viét, toi chi nhdc lai mot
su’ thuc lich st vi toi d& sng vao thdi ky ngudi Au chau bdc 16t ngudi A chau trong thé ky

20. Va lai, da s6 dan Phap cling khong phai ludn ludn tan thanh chanh sach thudc dia cta
chanh phu cua ho.

Thd&i D€ quéc Phap con thinh hanh ¢d hai chi trugng dugc triét d€ dp dung : Chia dé trj va
Ngu déan. Vé chi trugng thd nhdt, ho chia Viét Nam ra lam 3 x(r : Nam Ky, Trung Ky, Bac



béng gap Tay

Ky va vé chu trugng thir hai, ho bién dan ban xir cang ngu dét dé viéc cai tri cuia ho dugc
cang dé dang. Vé dai hoc, x&r Nam Ky va Trung Ky khong co trudng dai hoc nao ca! Thdi
xua, ngudi Nam, les Cochinchinois hay Annamites theo tiéng Phap, mudn theo dai hoc phai
ra Ha ndi, cach xa 1,072 ddm Anh (1,726 km) d€ hoc tai Pai hoc Ha ndi, dai hoc duy nhit
& Dong Ducng. Trudng nay chl y khdng 18p phan khoa ky thuét (engineering) d€ ngudi
Phap dugc doc quyén xudt cang san phdm ky nghé qua thudc dia cla ho.

Thdi t6i hoc Trung hoc, trong toan coi Nam ky, vé gido duc chi c6 hai truéng trung hoc dé
nhirt cdp - “collége” theo ti€ng Phap - dat & hai tinh Can tho va My tho noi Dong Bang Soéng
Clru Long va bdn truGng trung hoc dé nhi cap - “Lycée” theo ti€ng Phap - la Pétrus Ky,
Trudng Ao Tim (Gia Long), Chasseloup Laubat va Marie Curie 8 Sai gon, thu d6 ciia x&f Nam
ky. Trugng Trung hoc D€ Nhut cap téi hoc & My Tho la College Le Myre de Vilers, tén cla
vién Théng d6c Nam Ky, d&n nam 1953 dudgc d6i lai la Trudng Trung hoc Nguyén Binh
Chiéu, tén cia mét van hao ndi tiéng cua Mién Nam véi tdc phdm Luc Van Tién.

77’ T A VR R

Burc tuong cu Nguyén Binh Chidu dét & sén truong
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College Le Myre de Vilers ngi t6i hoc bac trung hoc dé nhit cap la trudng Trung hoc cong
lap dau tién dugc Phap thanh Iap 8 Nam Ky vao ngay 17 thang 3 nam 1879, lic ay mang
tén la College de Mytho.

Lé ky niém 130 ndm ngay thanh Igp 17/3/1879--17/3/2000, Co//ege Le Myre de Vilers,
duoc déi tén 13 Trung hoc Nguyén Dinh Chiéu ndm 1953

«Néu kho"ng ké nhitng truong trung hoc duoc thanh I3p trudc do nhu Co//ége dAdran duoc
thanh Iap nam 1861 la truong thong ngon College des interprétes cling la truong thong
ngén thanh 18p ném 1864, truong hdu b6 Ecole des Stagiaires thanh I5p ném 1873 dé dao
tao can bo hanh chanh va College Chasseloup Laubat thanh 1ap nam 1875 cho tré con nguoi
Phap hay quéc tich Phap, thi truong College de Mytho thanh Iap nam 1879 la truong trung
hoc céng Idp déu tién tai Nam Ky. Nhifng truong trung hoc khac & cac thanh phd Ion cing
duoc thanh Iap sau College de Mytho nhu truong Quoc Hoc Hué thanh Iap nam 1896, truong
NI Trung Hoc Ao Tim nam 1922 luc 8y mang tén la College des jeunes filles indigéenes,
truong Trung Hoc Can Tho thanh Idp nam 1926 (sau la Trung Hoc Phan Thanh Gian), Truong
Pétrus Ky khai gidng nam 1927 vidi tén la Collége de Cochinchine trudc khi déi tén la Collége
Petrus Ky nam sau ... Colléege de Mytho duoc déi tén thanh Collége Le Myre de Vilers nam
1942 va Truong Trung hoc Nguyén Binh Chiéu ndm 1953 . Tur ldc thanh I3p cho dén 1945,
truong College de Mytho thu nhdn cac hoc sinh cac tinh & Nam Ky va sau 1945, khi truong
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Trung hoc Cin Tho phét trién, hoc sinh & cdc tinh 1dn cdn vdi MyTho nhu’ Go Céng, Tén An,
Bén Tre, Tra Vinh mdi duoc thi tuyeh vao Co//ege de Mytho» (Ldm Van Bé. Tu College de
Mytho dén trudng Trung Hoc Nguyen Pinh Chiéu; Ky y&u My Tho-Dinh Tudng/ Hbi Pong
Huong My Tho-Dinh Tudng; Hai Ai Hifru CHS Nguyén Dinh Chiéu - L& Ngoc Han. California,
2010, trang 192, 199, 201)
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Mudn dugc vao hoc 1¢ année (sau nay la 6&
moderne r6i sau nifa la D€ That) tai mot trudng
trung hoc dé nhitt cap, hoc sinh du bang tiéu
hoc, tiéng Phap goi la “CEPCI” “Certificat
d’Etudes Primaires Complémentaires
Indochinoises.” phai qua mét ky thi tuyén
(concours) rat gt gao. That Ia ca mét tién trinh
chon loc cam go d6i v&i mdt hoc trd nho tudi
nhu t6i. Tat ca chi vi cd qua nhiéu ngudi mudn
vao hoc trong khi nha trudng lai khong c6 du
cho cho ho, ti 1€ tring tuyén thudng khoang
10-15%.

T6i rat céng thdng va lo sg vi néu thi rét toi sé
khong con dugc hoc & tinh nha ma sé phai lén
tha d6 Sai gon ghi tén vao hoc tai mét trong
nhirng trudng tu thuc nhu Chan Thanh, Lé Ba

,\«k 35 Cang, Nguyén V&n Khué, Huynh Khuong
Ninh...
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Vao tudi 13, vién anh phai di hoc xa nha khong 18y gi 1am hap dan 1dm. May man thay toi
da qua dugc cai ai dé mot cach tot dep. Pay la lan dau tién t6i ném mui thi dua gay go nai
I6p hoc va cling mé man cho mot hanh trinh dai déng dang day tha thach cho tdi ngay toi
rdi gh€ dai hoc 8 My. Moi su’ bat dau tir trudng trung hoc dé nhit cdp My tho, chuyén qua
trudng Lycée Yersin ndi ti€ng clta Phap & Da lat, ti€p ndi tai Lafayette College trong ti€u
bang Pennsylvania d€ réi chdm dirt & trudng MIT, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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N7 sinh trong déng phuc do dai trang (thdp nién 1960)
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Ngéi truong ¢l va khu vuon
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Ngoai viéc phai di thi bang tiéu hoc vao ndm cudi, t6i thdy may ndm tiéu hoc rét vui nhd ky
ludt 16ng I1éo Itc dd. NEu thi rét thi khdng dudc tiép tuc viéc hoc vi trong tinh khong con
trudng nao khac. Bt dau cap trung hoc, t6i phai d6i dién vai nhiéu ky luat mdéi nhu:

1. Béng phuc, kiéu Viét, 4o ba ba trédng khéng 6, nén cdi trdng ki€u Tay thudc dia va gubc
go,

2. Pong phuc, kiéu Phdp, é0 so-mi trdng va quan short, v§ trdng, giay tennis trdng, hiéu
Bata (thuang hiéu clia Phap) va ndn tréng theo kiéu Tay thudc dia.

Non cbi kiéu thudc dia mau trang, 1944

3. Mbi ngay trong tuan, toi cé hai [An hoc «études» (hoc bai, [am bai dudi su kiém soat cla
gidm thi trong khudn vién nha trudng): 1an études sdng sGm (7 gi&¥) va lan vao budi t6i (7
gid chiéu).

Mdi budi sang, hoc sinh phai du' I& chao cd tam séc clia Phap trudc khi vao 18p. Vao dip déc
biét, ching t6i phai gan thém huy hiéu mau den vdi hang chii “"CMV - chif tat cta Colleége
Le Myre de Vilers” théu chi vang ndi c8 o s¢ mi ddng phuc. Cudi tuan, cac hoc sinh ndi trd
& trong ky tlc xa dién bd ddéng phuc trdng dé di dao phd dudi su’ hudng dan cén than cua
nhan vién nha trudng. La mot hoc sinh ngoai trd, t6i cling phai mac bé déng phuc trang doé
trong nhitng dip 1€ d&c biét clia trudng.

89



béng gap Tay

Trong hinh (1947) t6i mac bo
ddng phuc kiéu Tay phuong.
chi thi€u ¢ nén cdi kiéu thudc
dia v3i giay Bata va v4 trang.

Toi la hoc sinh ngoai tru vi s6ng
G nha vGi ba ma. Tuy nhién, toi
van phai mac bé déng phuc
dén truGng va dung 7 giG sang
thi vao I6p lam bai trong
khoang mot ti€ng ruGi cung cac
hoc sinh ndi trd. Sau com toi,
tdi cling phai trd lai trudng dé
lam bai thém mot tiéng ruGi
nira. Vao nhirng giG lam bai do,
tuyét déi khong ai dudc ndi
chuyén hay lam ron. Ky luat lac
dé that 1a nghiém khac so vdi
nhirng gi toi quan sat thay tai
cac trudng bén My bay gid.

Vao nhitng ndm dé khong co
nha hang ban thic an nhanh
(fast food). Gan clra trudng,
mot vai ngudi ban hang rong
quay quan bén cbt den dudng
dé ban thirc &n diém tdm cho
cac hoc sinh ngoai trd. TOi
thudng mua nhitng mén nhu
x6i dira nao trdng, dutng cat
man va me rang hay la banh
canh ca léc. Khong sao co dugc
gidy lau tay va ciing khéng cé
muong nia lam bang nhua. D6
an dugc gdbi that khéo trong 13
chudi xanh. Diém tam 16i Tay
thi c6 banh mi baguette, thit
ram hodc paté gan, paté dau
heo vdi dua chua do mét ngudi
dan 6ng dung xe ba banh ban
hang c6 gan dén mang-sdng
dé soi sang.
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Banh mi baguette

Pété gan Pété dau heo
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Cho tdi thap nién 30, da sd gido su’ la ngudi Phap. Bat dau tir thap nién 30 c6 mot s6 gido
su ngudi Viét tét nghiép tur trudng Dai hoc Ha NOi hay cac dai hoc bén Phap. Du cho gido
su la ngudi Phap hay ngudi Viét, ngon ngilr giang day cac mon hoc la Phap ngit, trir mon
Viét van.

V& t8 chifc, trong moi I6p, mot hoc sinh viét chit dep va rd dugc chi dinh dé gitr s6 diém.
Toi con nhd, I6p t6i, c6 Pham Thé Hung cao I8n nhdt I6p dugc chon lam viéc nay. Chlng
t6i trd nén ban than trong suét bon nam hoc & trudng va sau nay nira. Hung lap gia dinh
vGi Déu, c6 em ho t06i, do t6i lam mai khi t6i con dang hoc & My. Anh qué & quan Chg Gao
cach My Tho 30 cay s6. Hung séng trong mot nha tro sat canh trudng. Toi thudng téi do
hoc chung v&i Hung vi nha t6i & tiém vang Khuong Hitu co téi han chuc ngugi thg kim hoan
lam viéc nén kha 6n do. Vao cudi thang, mdi I8p hoc déu cé bang xép hang diém cao thap.
Diéu nay lam tdi bi cdng thang vi tdi rat sg hang chét. Ba ma tbi tuy khdng ndi ra nhung
khdng mudh théy téi roi vao tinh trang do. Pay |a thdi diém tdi ném mui tranh dua hoc hanh
lan dau tién trong ddi minh. Ai cling mong dugc dirng dau I8p. Gid day moi khi nghi t&i diéu
nay toi khong khéi mim cuGi vi nhé téi cau “thuyén to séng I16n.”

T6i mudn dirng dau I6p nén da tap lam quen vdi su’ ¢d gang tir lGc nhd. Thuc ra trén ly
thuyét nhitng diéu can lam dé dat dugc muc tiéu nay cling don gian théi. Tuy vay, trong
thuc t€ lai rat kho lam. MOt cach vén tat, da s6 hoc sinh chi hoc nhitng moén ho thich. Do
do t6i suy luan rang néu tbi chiu khd hoc nhitng mon tdi thich cling nhu khdng thich, vao
cudi thang, tdi sé& dugc diém trung binh cao nht I16p. D& diing dau I16p tdi khéng can phai
la hoc sinh gidi nh(t ma chi can la ké gidi tranh dua nhdt. Phuong thirc nay chi doi héi 10%
hing khdi va 90% mo hoi. T6i da kién tri thuc thi phugng cham dé va t6i tin chac nd da
gilp t6i dat dugc y mudn trong subt cudc ddi di hoc tur trudng trung hoc dé nhit cap ¢ My
Tho qua Lycee Yersin trén Da lat cho téi khi toi hoc dai hoc bén My. T6i ludn ludn phai Iam
viéc siéng ndng va gang sao cho cd mét kién thirc tdng quat rong md. O nhifng tru’dng noi
tiéng, thudng co rat nhiéu nguGi mudn lam ké dau dan va nhd cd sy canh tranh rao riét do
nén sinh vién giodi thém.

Tiém vang Khugng Htu & My Tho ciing la ngi t6i s6ng vdi gia dinh. Cé ca han chuc thg bac
(kim hoan) lam viéc tai dé trong tuan. Khi cé viéc can lam gap, mot vai ngudi phai di lam
cudi tudn nira. Noi nay that 6n o va kho cho téi tép trung dé lam bai. Nhdm thg uva hat
vong cd hay chgi tay ban cam trong gid nghi va an trua. Téi rat thich nghe ho ndi téu hodc
k& nhirng chuyén hap dan khac. D€ giai quyét van dé, tdi thudng tdi nha cac ban cling I3p
dé& hoc bai. Ching téi trd thanh ban than va vao cudi tudn ua hen gdp nhau tai vudn trai
cay ndi nha may xay lda gao Khuong Hiru cla ba t6i hodc tai cong vién cua tinh nam doc
theo bg song Clru Long.

Trong trudng, bon ching toi hoc theo phuong phap thudc long. Téi dac biét thich IGp “toan
rg” cla gidao su Phung Van Tai. Ong day cach tinh rg rat tai tinh. Sau khi da lam quen vdéi
phuong thirc gidgo duc bén My, t6i chuéng nd va tin rang nd ma clra cho nhirng cai tién
nhiéu han 1a theo cach hoc thudc 1ong. Hoc theo 16i cai tién nay cé thé dung kién thic da
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thau nhan dugc d€ ap dung va gidi quyét nhiéu van dé& nan gidi mot cach dé dang haon.
Ngudi Viét va ngudi Hoa coi trong cach hoc thudc long vi né da in sau trong nén van hoa
cta ho.

Trong chiéu hudng bai bd cach hoc tir chuong, chanh phu Singapore da dem ap dung
chuang trinh co tén la “Integrated Program” v&i hoc sinh uu td x&f nay. Trong nhiéu mon
hoc nhu todn va khoa hoc, ngudi ta tu hoi khdng hiéu viéc nhé thudc 1ong cac dir kién nhu
ban clru chuong hay nhiét d6 soi cila nudc con thiét thuc khdng? Nhitng cai cach cap tién
ti du nhu chu truong loai bd cach hoc tir chuong dé thay vao dé nhdn manh vao kién thirc.
Két qua thau nhan dugc theo cach day mdi da gay nhiéu tranh cai trong hang ngii nhitng
nha chua truong phuang cach hoc thudc long. Trong vai sach gido khoa My cac muc nhu K-
5 mathematics curriculum/chudng trinh gido duc todn, tim hiéu vé s6, dir kién, va khdng
gian/investigations in Number, Data, and Space cua cd quan TERC [Technical Education
Research Centers Inc.] d& dung cach hoc dua vao khai niém/conceptual learning dé thay
thé cho phuong phap hoc theo 16i thudc long.

T6i nhan thdy cac hoc sinh, trong d6 6 tdi, it khi dét cdu hoi khé vdi gido su. Co thé diéu
dé la do cach day do tré con theo 16i Nho gido xem trong ngudi I16n tudi trong trudng hoc
cling nhu trong gia dinh. Theo tap tuc, cac thay gidao ngang hang vdi bac than sinh ra minh,
do do, trong I8p hoc, viéc truyén ba ki€n thd'c chi theo mot chiéu ma thoi. Khdng cé viéc
tranh luan hay thach d6 vdi thay day cta minh.

# T6i nhd rd nh(t giao su toan va khoa hoc L€ Quan Nghia.
Ong xuat than tur truéng Dai hoc Paris va rat tu’ tin khi
giang day mon toan clia minh. Ong ciing biét 1am cho 18p
hoc dugc linh hoat bang cach doi khi k€ lai nhitng mau
chuyén vui. Co 1€ Ong thich an hu ti€u My Tho nén Ong ua
% bao hoc tro kéu "MGt t6 hu tiéu, hai to nudc leo” vi nuGc
¥ lco nay rdt ngon nén phai xin thém. Ong c6 v6 s6 nhiing
§8 cdu chuyén ngan dé ké vé nhifng ngay Ong du hoc & Paris.

% Nha Ong céch trudng khoang mét ddm Anh va gan nhu
moi bira Ong di b0 tdi trudng trong bo complet va do sc
mi trédng con trén dau thi ddi ndn ci kiéu thudc dia tréng.

MGt vi gido su' kho quén khéc 1a Ong Phing Vén Tai day
toan. Ong dén tir mién Bac, noi ti€ng Phap vai giong dac
§ biét, that ndng va tirc cuGi khién cho cac hoc tro trong 16p
|y d6 lam dé tai d€ ban tan rét vui.

| Toi thich nhat khi dugc vui dua véi vai ban than. Ching
.| t8i bai 16i trong con séng nhiéu bun; dung ro bat tdm an
~ ndp noi nhitng cdy dira nudc moc doc theo hai b& rach.
Gan nhu hau hét cac nha may xay lda gao déu cd nhirng

Léng bo céu
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16ng nudi bd cdu dé ching &n nhitng hét IGa gao rai rét tir nhirng bao I0a gao lam bang soi
“bd"” chat day chung quanh dé. Trong nhirng dip dac biét, bon chlng t6i dung thang leo 1én
bat nhiing bd cau “ra ran”. Ching thuc Ia moén &n dudc ngudi Viét uva chudng.

Ngoai ra, déi khi ching tdi cling ri nhau ra ngdi ngoai b& séng dé€ hudng gié mat va xem
mat trdi 1an lic hoang hon.

Ba nién hoc dau tr6i qua that nhe nhang so v6i ndm cudi. Trong ndm thir tu, téi phai vat
16n véi dén sach dé€ dau cho dugc bang Trung hoc Dé Nhit C4p DEPSI (Dipléme d’Etudes
Primaires Supérieures Indochinoises) dugc coi quan trong khap d&€ qubc Phap. Theo hé
thdng gido duc Phap, nhitng diém hoc trong sudt bén nam trudc khdng dugc tinh vao diém
dau cta bdng DEPSI.

B4t k& hoc gidi dén dau trong bén ndm trudc dd, toi phai dau cudc thi chung két mdi co
dugc bang nay. NhG Trdi, toi thi ddu “hang cao”(mention bien) va la ngudi duy nhdt trong
khoa toi lam dudc nhu vay. Toi la ngudi dau dau khoa, ti€éng Phap goi la “Major de
Promotion”. Budng nhién t6i dugc cir Ién truGng Lycée Phap & Sai gon dé du thi thém bang
Brevet Elémentaire. Khdng nhu bang DEPSI, bang nay dudc coi tuang duang vdi bang cap
bén Phap. Qua la bat ngd khi t6i dugc biét minh phai thi lubn mon xudng am ma trudng My
Tho khong cé day.

Toi phai vira ca mét bai hat bang ti€ng Phap vira dung ngén tay danh nhip theo. Tai cac
nudc ndi tiéng Anh, ngudi ta ding nhitng mau tu' A, B, C, D, E, F, G...dé chi dinh nhitng ndt
la, si, do, ré, mi, fa, sol. T6i vOi vang tim tdi thay Ninh mot gido su’ nhac danh ti€éng nhit
trong thanh ph& dé€ hoc khda cép toc.

Chuyén di 1én thanh phd Sai Gon dé du thi qua 1a dang sg véi tdi. Gia dinh téi Iam chd cdng
ty xe do Khuong Hitu chay duGng My Tho-Sai Gon. T6i di chuyén xe chiéu va ngu ban dém
trén mui xe. Xe dau trudc clra nha chi Sau t6i sau rap hat Nguyen van Hao. Ban dém ngudi
Viét dung céi nép bdng dém giéng nhu chiéu tatami cla ngudi Nhut dé chdng mudi. An
diém tdm véi chi Sau xong, toi di thang tdi Lycée Marie Curie cta Phap dé du thi. T6i khéng
gdp kho khan gi véi nhitng moén thi nhung cam thay lo 1ang vé mdn nhac. Mot ba gido su
Phap bao toi ca mét bai hat ti€éng Phap va danh nhip cung ldc. Sau dé ba ta hoi t6i vai cau
vé dé tai xuéng am. Tim toi dap manh nhung rét cudc moi viéc cling két thic tot dep.

Khong ai trong gia dinh t6i &n mirng thanh qua thi dau cda t6i. Co 1€ khdng ai nghi rdng toi
s€ thi rét ca. Tuy nhién 6ng hang xém va ciing la ban cla ba t6i la dudc si Tran Van Khanh,
ngudi Bac, c6 nha thudc Tay gan nha tdi nhd ba tdi 1én Sai Gon dé& chon mua cho téi mot
bd d6 dung trén ban viét lam bén Phap va t6t nh(t tai tiém sach ndi tiéng Albert Portail trén
dudng Catinat. Day la mén qua thudng tuyét vai déi vdi toi khi toi thi dau.

Theo thdng 1€, vao mdi cudi ndm nha trudng t& chitc mdt budi trinh dién vén nghé quan
trong do cac ca kich si cay nha Ia vuGn cung trinh dien. Chugng trinh gom mot ban kich cla
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Phap nhu Cendrillon/Cd Bé Lo Lem hay “Barbe Bleu,” nhay tap, dién vién hai, ca si, hgp ca
... va két thuc véi bai tam biét “Choral des Adieux”, bang ti€ng Phap cla bai Auld Lang Syne.

Ngam nghi lai, sau bdn ndm dén séch tai trudng trung hoc dé nhit cap My Tho, tdi da khadm
pha dugc may diéu can ban dua téi thanh cong noi hoc dudng: ky luat khi hoc hanh, tranh
dua that quyét liét va kién tri gilra nhitng ban dong khda théng minh han minh. “C6 céng
mai sat c6 ngay nén kim.” “Can ban van la: 10% huhg khdi, 90% mo héi.” Ngoai ra tdi con
thdy dudc la bén canh nhirng thanh qua trong lanh vuc hoc van, cac hoat dong xa hoi ciing
khdng kém phan quan trong dé gilr dugc su’ thdng bang trong ddi s6ng.

Nhu d& ndi, mot thanh phd 16n nhu My Tho van khdng cé dudc mdt trudng trung hoc dé
nhi c&p. D4 1a hau qua tat nhién cla chanh sich ngu dan dé dé cai tri cua nha nudc thudc
dia. Ngugc lai, & cdp dé nhdt cdp, phdm chét cua viéc giang day van dudc bdo toan méc
du vé sd trudng 6c cd phan bi han ché. To6i phai thd nhan rang nha nudc thuc dan hét siic
gilt gin gia tri cao cho cac bang cép cta ho. Bang chiing la véi vén kién thirc khiém tén
tiéng Phap hoc dudc My Tho, tdi van co thé chuyén qua mét trudng Phap ndi tiéng nhu
Lycée Yersin & Da lat dé tiép tuc hoc roi sau dé tét nghiép bang dai hoc & MIT bén My. Cudc
dd&i hoc tro cuia tbi thuc su’ da bat dau tai trudng trung hoc dé nhit cap Le Myre de Vilers
tai tinh nha My Tho. T6i cung hanh dién hoc cung I8p véi hai ban Bui quang Triét, dan Bén
Tre, l1a nha van Xuan Vi, va Ngb quang Trudng cling dan Bén Tre sau nay la mét tudng
lanh xudt sdc cua quan ddi Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Ching tbi thudng vé nha chung véi ban
Tran Van Tan, Vién Trudng Vién Dai Hoc Sai Gon trugc 1975, dan An Hba, Bén Tre trén
chi€c bac Rach Miéu, My Tho.

Mot bat nggo trong dai trong dai hoc tro cua toi

Nam 1951, sau khi dau Tu Tai II & Lycée Yersin trén Da lat, chi€n tranh Viét Nam tré nén
khoc liét va t6i dugc chanh phu cho hoan dich néu nhan day cho trudng cii cta toi la College
Le Myre de Vilers. T6i da gia nhap vao ban giang huan tré ctia ngoi trudng ma nai dé con
cb cac bac thay cua toi.

Trong luc day hoc tai tinh nha t6i c6 ndp dan véi Phong Thong tin ciia My & Sai gon xin hoc
béng di My hoc nganh Engineering. Tdi cho dd 1a mdt phép la khi dugc cdp hoc bdng
Fulbright, mét budc dot pha I6n lao nhirt trong ddi t6i. Tam biét Dong Bang S6ng Clru Long,
Chao muing Tan Thé Gidi!
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Ban Giang Huah va nhan vién 1950
TU trén xudng, tU phai sang trai:
Hang 1: K.H. Diéu, Tran-V-Dinh, X, Pham-V-Man, Nguy&n-V-Tiéu (VP), Nguy&n Ngoc Quang
Hang 2; V6-V-Liéu, Pham-V-Bay (GT), Quan Cau (Y ta), Bui Hlu Kién, Nguyén-V-Quan, Nguyén-V-Anh, Tran Ngoc Té .
Hang 3: V6 An Hong (VP), Tran Van Thang (VP), Huynh Van Sanh i L
Hang 4: Bui-V-Mui (GT), X, X, Ng. Anh B&n, L&-V-Chi, Pham Van Lugc, Ng-V-Kiét, G.s Max, Tran-V-At, Nguyén-V-Chau
Hang 6: Nguyén-V-Ninh, V& V&n Bay, Dudng Thanh Hoang, Pham-V-Bay (GT), Du-V-An, Binh Cang Nguyén, DudngV-Théng (VP)
Tran Van DJ, Nguyén Van Héa, Pham Van Khanh (GT), Tran V&n Vang (TGT)
Hang 6: Nguyén-V-Dau, Ngé-V-Hoanh (GT), Binh-V-Cua, Chung Tét, H5-V-Tric (HT), Pham Céng Binh, Huynh Binh Trang, B&-V-Tran, Tridng Cong Sam
Quy Ba dudng: B. Chung Tét, X, X, X, C6 Hung, B. H5 Thi Chi, B. Dudng Van Cap, X, B. Trang, B. Tran, B. Max va con
Quy Ba ngdi: C6 My, B. Thong, B. Kiét, B. DU, B. Ho-V-Tryc, B. Dinh Cang Nguyén, B. Pham-V-Lugc, B. Tran-V-At, B. Tran-V-Vang

- -

Toi thudc thanh phan ban giang huan cta trudng cli My tho ndm 1950-1951 (T6i la ngudi
dlng dau tinh tur trai qua - hang trén cung)



Chuong 5

Pa Lat Va Lycée Yersin

Khi Béng va Tay gap nhau lan dau
10 phan tram hiang khdi va 90 phan tram mé héi
M6 héi va Nuodc mat: Chuyén bay lan dau cua dai bang

Tai Viét Nam, dong bao & Pong Bang Clru Long thudng nhin Da Lat nhu 1a thanh phd dep
nhit nudc va la noi ly tudng dé di nghi mat.

Ldc méi 12 tudi, téi rat sung sudng dugc cung ba ma Ién viéng Da Lat [an d&u. Hanh trinh
dai 400 km that ngoan muc trén chiéc xe Citroen bdn clra cta Phap. Pa Lat nam & do cao
mot dam va dugc tang mot tén my miéu la Hon Ngoc cuia Cao Nguyén. Chdng toi di qua hai
con déo Blao va Prenn khic khuyu va dep nhu tranh vé. Sanh trudng tai viing dong bang
ndng chdy va bang phang, tdi bang hoang trudc phong canh ndi ddi hung vi bao pht bdi
nhitng don dién dugc cham soc ky cang bén canh khu rirng thong xanh tugi ram rap. Doc
ddo han ca la cac don dién tra hay ca-phé bat ngat dugdc cat tia gon ghé trong ving cao
nguyén Blao va Dijiring.

Pay |a [an dau tién trong ddi ti nhin thady nhitng riing thdong nhu’ & bén Au chdu va mot s6
nhitng viing trong bdng, trai cdy va rau cd6 ma ngudi Viét goi 1a san phdm cua Tay nhu: tréi
dau tay, prune, toi tay, khoai tay, laitue, chicoree, endive, artichaut, glaieuls, mimosa, bong
tulipe... cac loai nay trudc day khdng cé & dong bang nhiét dgi. Ngay ca cac tén cua ao ho,
dudng pho, khach san, va quan an cling y nhu bén Phap: Au Sans Souci, La Savoisienne,
Lang-Bian Palace, Rue des Glaieuls, Rue des Roses... lac des Soupirs, lac St Benoit, lac des
Cygnes...



boéng gap Tay

Khong khac gi phong canh nudc Phap thu nhd trong sach day dia du cda t6i. Trén dudng
phd, ngudi ta xing xinh trong nhiing chiéc do khoac bang len, non len va deo gang tay.
Nhiéu ngudi con mac complet va that ca-vat nira. Sugng mu ban mai day dac. Moi thir d6i
Vi toi trong that la mat. Mba xuan ndi day day mau sdc s nhu mau do hdng cta hoa anh
dao.

Hoa anh dao mau huong
Sau chuyén du lich nam 12 tudi, t6i lai cd cd may dén s6ng tai thanh phd nay sau khi toi
hoc hét bac trung hoc Bé Nhirt cap & trudng Le Myre de Vilers tai qué toi & My Tho vao ndm
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1948. Bdi 1€ IGc do, tai vung POng Bang S6ng Clru Long khdng c6 mét trudng trung hoc dé
nhi c&p nao ca, téi dudc gia dinh cho t6i Ién Da Lat dé tiép tuc hoc béc dé nhi cip & Lycée
Yersin. S& di ba ma t6i chon Lycée Yersin trén cao nguyén Da Lat cach nha tdi 400 cay s6
vi Lycée Yersin la mot trong nhirng trudng tét nhirt va nam trong thanh phé dep nhdt cla
mién Nam Viét Nam. Tudng cling nén biét la trong thdi gian t6i hoc Trung hoc tir 1944-51,
trong toan coi Lién Bang Dong Duang thudc Phap (Nam ky, Trung ky, Bac ky, Lao va Cao
Mién) chi von ven c6 8 trudng trung hoc : ba & Sai Gon, hai tai Hué, thu d6 cua Trung ky;
va ba & Ha ndi, thi d6 cta Bac ky. Ngoai Bac chi c6 mot dai hoc nhd ¢ Ha No6i. Ngay ca
qudc vudng tucng lai cia Cao Mién la hoang t&r Norodom Sihanouk ciing phai t&i Sai Gon
dé hoc tai trudng trung hoc Lycée Chasseloup Laubat.

bay la tinh trang c6 hau y cla nha cam quyén Phap: dan chdng dia phuong cang it hoc thi
cang dé cho dé€ qudc Phap cai tri. Va toi thudc thanh phan nhirng ngugi dan dé.

Béc Tu Khuong Hitu Long 8n nhén cua toi

Trong viéc chuyén trudng, t6i may man dugc su gilp d3 cla bac Tu tdi la bac si Khuang
H{tu Long, nguGi cé tam nhin xa lién quan dén tuong lai cia con chau trong dai gia dinh.
Trong thap nién 1940, ti mién déng bang di Ién mién cao nguyén la mot khoang cach di lai
khd dai. May man thay, bac Tu ¢ mét biét thu & Da Lat, nhd vay tdi dugc & do dé di hoc
vGi hai con cua bac Tu la Khuong Hiru HOi, hién la mot dudc si da vé huu va Khuang Hitu
thi Hiép, vg cta bac si H6 Trung Dung, cuu giam doc bénh vién hd sinh Tir DU & Sai Gon.
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béng gap Tay

Bac Tu ¢ thdi 1am BO Trudng Y T& dau tién cla Viét Nam dudi thdi Tha Tudng Nguyén Vin
Thinh tir ngay 26 thang 3, 1946 tGi ngay 10 thang 11, 1946. Bac Tu la an nhan dau tién
cla t6i vi néu khdng cd bac, tdi s& phai bd hoc khi con that tré va nhu vy sé khdng thé
phat huy hoan toan nang khi€u hoc van cta minh dugc. Nhan tién day, téi cling mudn noi
la chinh bac da cho t6i biét Tha Tudng Thinh da phai ty van ldc tai chic vi nguGi Phap da
cudng ép Ong lam trd hé cho ho.

Vé phuong dién gido duc, ngudi Phap da dung ngdi trudng uy tin Lycée Yersin dé phd
truong hé thng trudng Dé Nhi cip cla ho. Toan thé ban giang huén la ngudi Phap dugc
tuyén dung thang tur Paris qua. Hai cdng dan da mau Phap dén tir ddo Martinique thudc
Phap day thé duc. Con mén van chuong Viét va hdi hoa Ia do hai vi thdy ngudi Viét phu
trach. Hoc sinh c6 quyén chon ti€éng Anh hay ti€ng Viét lam sinh ngit phu.

Toa nha chinh cua truong Yersin

Lycée Yersin dugc nguGi Phap thanh lap nam 1927, do kién trdc su’ Moncet thiét ké va chi
dao xay dung. Day I6p hoc dugc xay hinh vong cung, gach xay trung la gach tran do dugc
chd tir chau Au sang, mai dugc Igp bang bang da san xuat tir nudc Phap. Cong trinh nay
da dugc Union Internationale des Architectes chon la mot trong 1.000 ki€n tric xudt sac
nhat cta thé ky XX.
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Lic mdi thanh 18p, da s6 hoc sinh trong trudng la ngudi Phap hay cdé qudc tich Phap, chi
mot s0 it thudc con em ngudi Viét, ngudi Mién va nguGi Lao giau cd hay thé luc. Phan I6n
ching t6i ndi chuyén vai nhau badng tiéng Phap. Khudn vién trudng co nhiéu tdoa nha xay
theo kién trdc tan thdi trong rat dep (xin xem hinh).

T6i I16n 1én & My Tho, tinh ly ndm bén ta ngan cua séng Clu Long. D4 la thanh phd I6n thi
hai sau Can Thg, thu do cda mién Tay. Tai My Tho cé trudng noi tiéng College Le Myre de
Vilers, la trudng trung hoc DE Nhit Cap theo hé thong gido duc Phap.

T6i bat budc phai di xa nha dé hoc hét trung hoc. Thuc su t6i khéng cé Iva chon nao khac
vi chinh sach gido duc hét sirc han ché cua nha nudc thudc dia. Chac cd ngudi sé hoi vi sao
vay? Cau tra I3i rat don gian: Ngudi Phap ap dung ba nguyén tic cén ban dé cai tri dan
Viét:

- Nguyén tic # 1: Dan ban x& cang kém dugc ma mang tri tué thi viéc cai tri s& cang dé
dang han. Cang it trudng hoc & thudc dia thi gudng may cai tri cia thuc dan sé cang yén
6n han. Khdng c6 dén mot dai hoc day vé ky thuét [engineering] trong toan cdi Dong Ducng
vi ngudi Phap mudn gilr déc quyén vé cac hoat déng ché bién va ky nghé cho x{r minh dé
con xuat cang hang hda ra nudc ngoai.

- Nguyén tic #2: Chia dé& tri: Viét Nam bi chia cit ra thanh Tonkin (B&c ky), Annam (Trung
ky) va Cochinchine (Nam ky).

- Nguyén tac #3: NguGi Phap la cong dan hang nhit. Ngugi ban x( bi coi la cong dan hang
hai. Tré tréu thay, ngudi Hoa & Viét Nam dugc xép vao loai cao hon ngudi Viét.

TU thap nién 1940, hoc sinh ngudi Viét dong han, nhung khong it thi nhiéu cling thudc
thanh phan uu tG dén tir ba mién Bac, Trung va Nam. Cudc thi dua hoc hanh tuy gay go
nhung lanh manh. Dén tir mt trudng ndi ti€ng Viét d€ hoc tai mét ndi ndi ti€ng Phap,
dudng nhién t6i cam thay yéu thé khi ndi tiéng Tay vdi giong Viét. Tuy nhién tbi van c6
gang dé thich hgp véi mdi trudng méi.

Muc tiéu dai han t6i nham tdi 1a dé slra soan cho viéc xuét ngoai hoc nganh Engineering
nén méi quan tdm chinh cla t6i la hoc that gidi cAc mdn todn va khoa hoc dé hdi du diéu
kién dat dugc y nguyén ciia minh. Tdi may man c6 mét Igi diém ldc dd, thay vi di nghi hé
ndm 1948, t6i I€n Sai Gon & vGi nha chi Ba cua toi, vg cla chu truGng Lyceum Nguyen van
Khué, gan Cau Ong Lanh, d€ cd thé hoc I8p toan vdi gido su ndi tiéng Vuong Gia Can. Moi
bira, t6i dap xe may cung anh ban than tén Bui Ki€én Thanh t&i nha thay Can & Pha Lam
cach trung tdm thanh phd 6 cdy sd. Anh Thanh la con trai bac si Bui Kién Tin ndi tiéng vé
Dau Khuynh Diép Bac si Tin.

Vi Da Lat & cao d6 m6t dam nén thdi tiét nai day kha lanh va can mac quan ao len cho du
am. Sau nay t6i kham pha ra la nhitng ban dong khda cla t6i dén tir mién Bac va Trung an
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mac hgp thai trang hon cac ban dén tir ddong bang nhu t6i vi qué ho 1a nhirng ving lanh
gia.

Cudc séng cua toi thay ddi mot cach toan dién khi phai di chuyén tir My Tho ¢ khi héu
nhiét dgi clia ving Dong Bang Cltu Long tdi Da Lat trén mot cao nguyén mat lanh. Chinh
tai thanh phd Da Lat t6i da trai qua nhiéu thay d6i. Trong thap nién 1930, ngudi Phap mudn
bién Pa Lat trd nén thanh phé dep nhit trong toan cdi Dong Ducng - mét nai tiéu biéu lam
rang danh cho nén van minh Phap va la mot nudc Phap thu nhd cta D€ Qubc Phap. Thuc
su’ ma ndi, néu ban nhin vao viéc quy hoach thanh phg, xép dat vudn hoa, cong vién nhat
la 16i ki€n tric cac toa nha noi day ban sé thady la ngudi Phap da thanh cong my man trong
du tinh cta ho.

Nhu thé, sao lai n6i dén M6 hdi va NuGc mat gitra mot Thanh Phd dep nhu mong vay? Ly
do la vi téi hdy con qua tré dé€ hiéu thdu cl “s6c” tdm ly do nhitng phirc tap clia cudc sdng
md&i dem lai cho minh. Theo lugt thién nhién, khi ban bing mét cay moc & vung dat phi
nhiéu mién nhiét ddi dé€ dem trong noi dat cdn coi cd khi hdu lanh hon nhu' & cao nguyén,
cay do khé ma tang trudng hay song sét dugc. Toi chinh la cai cay dd. Mot sém mot chiéu,
t6i da bi cudp di cubc song tuyét vai day hirng thu vui choi gilra than nhan va bé ban cua
minh. Lan dau tién trong sudt 17 ndm cudc ddi, t6i da bi bing gdc tir Déng Bang S6ng Clru
Long dé phai di chuyén t6i m6t mdi trugng hoan toan mdi mé va lanh giad. Pa Lat khac han
My tho. May ngay dau toi khong bi€t lam sao dbi phd véi noi nhd nha xam chiém long minh
moOt cach dot ngot nhu vay. Toi chi biét khdc.

Nh& nha va co dan luén hanh ha t6i. Riéng cai binh nhé nha thi ddng la vo phuong cliu
chira. N6 hanh ha toi t6i mirc chiu khdng ndi nira.

TOi cam thay mat di nhitng thdi quen trudc dé clia t6i va ludn nhd lai nhitng gidy phat quy
bau ay nhu cac bira an trua va tdi cung gia dinh gom ba ma, cac anh, cac chi va anh chi
em ho, qudy quan bén ban tron d€ dung cdm chung vdi nhau. Déi khi lai ¢ nhitng khach
hay ban vui tinh dén tham nha.

Toi nhd dén nhirng ngay t6i rong chai v&i cac ban hoc, ban cung xdm hay xem nhirng thg
kim hoan lam viéc trong tiém vang clua ba ma toi. B&i I€ ndi ho lam viéc dugc ndi lién véi
nha ching t6i 6 bang mét cau thang ngan, toi thudng téi chai véi ho va xem ho lam viéc,
MOi ngudi thg bac la mot nghé si cd biét tai riéng, khac han véi nhirng ngudi thg lam theo
ki€u san xudt day chuyén. Chadng han ngugdi thg kim hoan cd thé Idy mét miéng vang roi
bién nd thanh nhitng con vat truyén thGng nhu con réng, con su tlr, con rua hay chim
phugng (Long, Lan, Qui, Phung), hodc ché bién theo dé tai bon mua nhu Mai, Lan, Clc,
Trdc. Toi say mé theo doi ngudi thg kim hoan khi ho lam xong mén nif trang tr mét miéng
vang chi trong vong vai tiéng dong ho. Toi khdng thdy chan khi ngam ho lam nhitng vong
deo tay, hoa tai, day chuyén va du loai nif trang c6 truyén Viét Nam. Ho déu 1a nhirng ngudi
ban t6t cua tdi. Nhitng ngudi Iam hét xoan dudgc kinh né nhiit vi néu ngudi thg lam vang
lam sai ¢ thé sira lai dugc, nhung ddi véi ngudi thg lam hot xoan thi phai lam ddng ngay
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lan dau. Sai s6t mot chit thdi, cd thé [am bé hot xoan va gdy ra mot tai hoa dat giad. Cling
vi ¢cG dé ma khach hang luén ngdi canh thg kim hoan khi ngudi nay gan hét xoan vao do
nir trang. Pay la mot cong viéc doi hoi su' ti mi, can cu, va an toan.

Sang s6m ho di lam quan ao chinh té dau doi ndn phdét. Vi trdi nong, cd khi ho mdc do thun
va quan ngan khi lam viéc, c6 ngudi chi mac quan 16t va 4 tran. Toi cling thich thi nghe ho
ndi chuyén pha trd v8i nhau, nghe ho hat nhitng bai dan ca, vong c6, trong khi ho l1am viéc
hay trong gid nghi trua; nguGi thi chgi cd tudng hay dan tay ban cam, ngugdi khac lai doc
bdo. Vao thai do, chua co truyén hinh. Nhirng ngay cudi tuan ho dua toi téi van dong trudng
cua thanh phd coi nhirng tran da banh lién tinh.

Vi ba ma toi cling la chu hang xe do Khuang Hitu chay tir My Tho tdi thu d6 Sai Gon, doan
dudng dai 70 cay s0, nén nhirng tai x€ cling la ban cua t6i. Khi Ién Pa Lat, t6i nhd quay
quat nhirng ngudi ban va nhiing sinh hoat cta nhirng ngudi ban &y.

Toi cling khdng sao quén dugc nhirng canh sinh hoat cta thanh phd My Tho. Nhu' canh moi
budi sdng, cac ngudi budn ban chuén bi gdi rau tudi I1én ban tai chg Cau Ong Lanh-Sai Gon.
Khoang 6 gid sang, ho tu tap & bén xe, chat nhirng thung rau va gio trai cay Ién trén mui
xe. Trong khi 16 xe ban rdn chat hang thi tai x&€ nhén nha &n diém tam. T6i va uéng ca-phé
v@i anh tai xé “rudt” cda tbi vi anh da tinh nguyén day toi lai xe do. Ching toi chon sang
tinh suang nghia 1a khodng 5 gi dé& lam viéc nay, bdi 1& Iic d6 khéng cb xe hai chay trén
dudng phé. Cac ban cd thé tudng tugng dugc su ly thi nhung khdng kém phan nguy hiém
dén buc nao khi hoc lai xe do nhu vay va t6i da lay dugc bang lai xe khi con tré mang.

Ba ma t6i con c6 mét nha may xay la Khuang Hfu ndm gilta mét vudn cy rong vai mau
tai ngoai 0 cua thanh phd My Tho. Vao ngay Ié hay cuGi tuan, t6i hay ru ban hoc tdi vudn
dé hai trai cdy mién nhiét dSi d& chin mudi trén canh. Sau dé ca bon nhay xudng con séng
trudc nha mady dé€ dua nhau bdi 16i. Chiing t6i méc stic nd dua subt ngay! Nhitng ky niém
vé cudc song cua téi & My Tho qua dac biét, lam sao toi khong khoi thay buén nhd khi phai
budc gia tir d€ 1én dudng tiép tuc viéc hoc tai mdt noi cach xa nha tdi 400 céy sob!

Ngoai su mat mat dot ngot nhirng thi vui va cudc song thanh nhan & mién qué, t6i phai doi
dién v3@i su va cham sau dam va bat thinh linh gilra nén van héa va phong tuc Viét Nam
quen thudc vai phong cach xr su mdi tdi can phai hoc & Lycée Yersin. Téi phai thay doi
theo phong cach d6i xir cia ngudi Phap va van hda phuong Tay. Cubc gap g& Bong Tay
clia t6i bt dau tai day va tir day.

Bay gid ngdm nghi lai, tdi thdy su’ thanh cdng hay that bai cla tdi trén dudng hoc van d3

tiy thudc phan I18n vao cach thirc tdi d6i pho vai ndi nhé nha va kha néng toi thich nghi vdi
16i sOng clia nguGi Phap & Da Lat, nh(t la tai ngoi truGng mdi tén la Lycée Yersin.

103



béng gap Tay

Lycée Yersin 1944 Ngdi nha chanh trong khudn vién truong
trong suong mu ban mai
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Nha tho Pa Lat
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Lac des Cygnes vdi cu lac bd La Grenouillere

Cac ngdi biét thu
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Suong mu ban mai

Nha ga xe lua Pa Lat xdy ném 1938, duoc vé theo kiéu Art Deco bdi hai kién trdc su’ lung danh
Phdp Moncet and Revero.
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Tran Thanh Quan, ban hoc cua toi nam 1948

Ga xe lua ba Lat
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Khach san Lang-Bian Palace, gan Swan Lake
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Khubn vién Lycée Yersin trén ngon doi nhin xuéng Swan Lake

Toa nha dudc lanh giai thudng nam gilra tdm hinh. Vé sau t6i kham pha ra truong trung
hoc nay ¢ mét khudn vién gihg nhu mét trudng tiéu bi€u & Tan Thé Gidi gom day du khu
nha ngu va san van dong.
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Cudc sdng trong trucng

Toi khdng sao quén dugc cam tudng dau tién cla t6i vé ngoi trudng Lycée Yersin. Quang
dudng di tir nha tdi trudng bang xe may la ca mot phong canh hitu tinh. Chi€c xe may mdi
clia t6i cling khac xa véi chiéc cii. Vi trong tinh c6 nhiéu d6i nén chiéc xe mdi can cé thang
tot va hé théng hdp s6. Toi bédng qua mdt khu rirng théng tuci dep d&€ men theo mét con
dudng chay doc theo h6 Swan Lake ngi cd khach san Lang Bian that toi tan. Cudi cung toi
dap xe leo mdt déc cao dé€ téi mot tda nha xdy bang gach dd da doat giai thudng vé kién
trdc ndm trén dinh d6i. (xin xem hinh)

Hoc sinh Yersin chia lam hai loai: nhdm goi la “ndi trd” an ngud trong truGng va nhdm “ngoai
tr” vé nha sau gid hoc. Nhirng ban cung I8p ngudi Viét vdi t6i co: Hoang Co Lan, Ton That
Niém, Vinh Mau, Ta Ngoc Chau, Yvonne Blru, Simone Hué...

Toi xin ndi qua vé cac ban nay cung I8p véi t6i cach day 6 thap nién tai Lycée Yersin 6 Da
Lat. Khong giong nhu trudng hgp cua toi, sau khi rGi Yersin, ho ti€p tuc di theo hé thong
gido duc Phap. T6i dudc biét nhiéu ban trong nhém da vé huu bén Phap: Hoang Co Lan,
cuu Quan Y Trudng dan vi Nhay Du, sau do lam Chi huy truéng Trudng Quan Y cla Viét
Nam Cong Hoa ; Ta Ngoc Chau, chuyén vién gido duc thudc UNESCO Paris ; Robert Vinh
Mau chuyén vién vat ly nguyén tu, gido su danh du tai Université Pierre et Marie Curie ;
Yvonne Bu nha toan hoc, gido su Ecole Polytechnique Paris ; Ton That Niém, bac si, cuu
BO trudng Y t€, vé huu tai California. Toi khong cé tin tiic gi vé Simone Hué chti nhan mot
vién bao sanh & Phu Nhuéan, Sai Gon trudc 1975.

Gid Khoa hoc vdi ba gidgo su’ Marty. T6i con nhén ra Phu, Vinh Mau, Thong, toi,
Hoang Co Lén, De Rougny, Du, Ta Ngoc Chau, Simone Hué
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Ba Marty va TNChéu, Ldp Vét Ly 1948-51
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Vé mai giao hao véi moi nguGi tai Lycée Yersin, t6i cdm nhan viéc néu toi bi ky thi hay bi
“coi nhe” la chuyén thudng tinh vi toi dén tir mot trudng Viét ban x(r, xa la v&i van hda Tay
Phuong ma toi phai c8 géng dé thich nghi va di nhién khdng tranh khéi nhitng vung Vvé,
thiéu sét. Tuy nhién, sau nhitng khé khin hay ngd ngang luc ban d4u, t6i da dé dang vugt
qua vi nganh toi hoc la toan va khoa hoc dugc coi la mot thir ngén ngif toan cau khéng phai
la mot trd ngai to tat dbi vai toi. T6i that su ngac nhién khi thdy cac hoc sinh nguGi Phap
ludn ludn kém diém t6i. Diéu nay khié€n téi tu hoi 1a tai sao minh théng minh han ho, ma ho
lai dat nén thong tri trén dau ngudi dan minh.

; 'm‘ - . "..f_,-f.“'. ~
Du, Lan va téi: Ban cung Idp di treo doi cudi tuan 1948-51
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Cao-Dién, Thén, Kiét, Diéu
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Toi hoc hoi dugc mot s6 phong tuc mdi nhu ngay tai trudng trung hoc, hoc sinh tré & day
dudc cho udng rugu chat trong cac bifa an vao cudi tuan. Mot viéc bi coi la bat hdp phap
va khdng thé tudng tugng cd thé xay ra tai trudng hoc bén My. Téi biét dudc diéu dé khi di
du hoc V€ sau nay.

O tirng mot clia tda nha chanh cé dat mot vai ban bdng ban. Bt ké trdi mua hay néng, cic
hoc sinh ngoai tri thich dén day dé tranh tai trudc khi vao I8p hoc. Thé duc l1a mdn bat
bubc. Co hai thay ngudi da den dén tir dao Martinique thudc Phap day mon nay. D6i vdi toi,
nam dau & day cd hai dac biét vi s6 dong hoc sinh trong trudng noi ti€éng Phap. Luc ban
dau, t6i khong dugc thoai mai Iam vi toi ndi ti€ng Phap giong ban x{r. Tuy nhién, véi ngay
thang, ndi ti€éng Phap da trd thanh quen thudc vdi t6i. Thém nita, muc tiéu cua toi lic dé la
"phai" dirng dau mdn toan, vat ly va hda hoc dé stra soan cho tdi di hoc Engineering vé sau.
Daéi véi nhitng mén khac téi khdng ngai bi “1an” trong dam dong. Trudng hoc téi c6 truyén
thdng moi ndm cho in mot “Sach Bd” liét ké cac hoc sinh ditng dau moi mon hoc keém theo
cac phan thudng dén tur nhirng nhan vat cé tiéng. Giai thudng “Prix d’Excellence” cla trudng
Phap cd thé coi la tuong duong vai chirc Valedictorian trong trudng MY.

Nam hoc dau cla ti chi la thdi gian “lam quen”, “thi Ifa” cia mot thu sinh thuyén chuyén
tur mot trudng Viét qua trudng Phap. Han nifa, t6i bi trd ngai bdi ndi nhd nha! Nhung hai
ndm sau, viéc hoc siéng néng cua toi bat dau két trai. T6i da trai nghiém va hoc dugc mot
bai hoc dat gid. Do 1a 10% kién thdc hitng khdi va 90% dé md hdi. Cam ta Thugng Dé, toi
gat hai dugc két qua my man. Trong hai nam lién ti€p 1950 va 1951 t6i dudc trao hai giai
thudng “Prix d’Excellence” cua Lycée Yersin.

Trong ndm cudi, t6i nhan dugc mot bat ngd 16n la giai thudng clia hoang than Norodom
Sihanouk, Qudc vuong Cao Mién, va sau dé la giai thudng cua Thi trudng thanh pho Da Lat
cong Vdi giai thudng tir Ho6i Phu Huynh Hoc Sinh cua ba trudng Phap tai Nam Viét Nam la
Chasseloup Laubat, Marie Curie va Lycée Yersin.

Thanh qua hoc van dang k& nh(t cua toi 1a dd béng TU Tai Phédp vai hang “mention bien”
vé ban toan. D6 la [an dau tién, trong sau nam qua, mot hoc sinh & Lycée Yersin da dau
dugc véi hang cao nhu vay. Thém nita, mét bat ngd khac 1a tdi doat giai thé thao vé mén
Thé duc toan mén tir hdi OSSU clia Phap (Organisation Scolaire Sportive Universitaire). Toi
mang on ba t6i rat nhiéu khi nhan dugc giai nay, bai & tir thdi tha du, 6ng da bat cac con
thirc déy tir 6 gi sdng moi ngay dé di bd 20 phdt téi “hd boi” clia sdng Clru Long. Ong da
dung céch dé dé cho chiing toi cd sirc khde va tiép tuc thdi quen tp thé duc trong suét ddi
con lai cta minh.

Bay gi¥, mdi khi nhé lai nhitng I&i khuyén rén cla ba tdi 1ong tdi khdng khoi bi xic dong.
T6i khdng thé nao quén trong ndm cudi cla tdi & Lycée Yersin, ba tdi da dac biét di xe 400
cay s6 tir My tho dén Pa Lat d€ ung hd tinh than tdi trong ky thi ra trudng day gay go cua
t6i nam 1951. Chac han ba t6i biét la téi nhd nha ma néu di doi vGi c6 don nita thi toi sé
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gap khé khan trong ky thi day cam go doé.

Luc do, doi v8i mét cau hoc sinh ngudi Viét phai tranh dua cling con cai clia nhitng gia dinh
giau cd va quyén thé trong hé thong gido duc Phap thi ddng la mét thir thach khéng nho.
To6i khéng ngd dugc la thanh qua hoc van va nhitng giai danh du téi dat dugc & truGng
Lycée Yersin ndi ti€ng clia Phap da don dudng cho toi tién t6i mot dinh ménh kho tin va
dac biét vé sau.

Ba toi rat hanh dién vé nhirng thanh qua toi gat hai dugc nhung trong gia dinh kh6ng ai to
chirc an mirng gi ca. Theo truyén thong Khdng Manh & Viét Nam, ba toi khong bi€u 16 tinh
cam clia minh nhu cac ngudi cha Au M. C4 thé tinh tinh ba t6i hudng vé ndi tam nhidu han
toi.

Cudc song G Pa Lat 1948-51

Bac Tu cua t6i m@ phong mach & Vinh Long, cach Da Lat 460 cay s6. Mdi khi bac di nghi
mat & Pa Lat, toi cd dip song lai nhitng ngay & bén gia dinh nhu trudc khi 1én day hoc. Moi
bira, sau khi an t6i, bac Tu kéu chdng toéi cung di bo vdi bac khoang han tiéng déng ho
trong thanh phd thanh binh nay. Trong khi cung di, bac chia sé v@i ching t6i nhirng IGi
khuyén d€ thanh cdng trong dd&i sdng. Ching t6i dugc thudng thic nhifng bira 8n thinh
soan vi dau bé&p s6 mot vé cadc mon Viét va Phap 1a chi Ba VU lubn tré tai ndu nudng trong
nhitng lan bac dén. Tuy nhién, bac toi rat ban ron vaéi phong kham bénh & Vinh Long nén it
khi t8i. Trong nhitng chudi ngay dai vang mat bac, toi thudng hay bi bénh nhé nha hoanh
hanh. May mdn thay, trong mét gid hoc vé vén chuang Phéap, Thugng D€ hinh nhu mudn
clru vét toi va nha vay toi da tim dugc than dugc chita bénh tram cam do ndi nhé nha gay
nén. Vao ngay do ching téi hoc vé cac nha vén thudc trudng phai 13ng man néi tiéng cua
Phap trong thé ky XIX nhu: Victor Hugo, Chateaubriand, Lamartine, Musset, Sand. Nhirng
bai thd ca tung thién nhién va madi lién cam gilra ngoai canh va&i con ngudi da gay xic dong
manh cho t6i. Qua bai tho “Le Vallon” cia Lamartine, vi gido su xuat sidc ngudi Phap da
thuyét phuc t6i rang thién nhién nhu mét ngudi me ludn cho chiing ta ndi trd &n an toan.
Khi dung nhirng chir nhu “toujours”, “la méme”... nha thd da mo ta dudc tinh cach trudng
ton va bat di dich cta thién nhién. T6i thudc long doan sau cla bai tha Méditations poétigues
(1820 « Le Vallon », extrait)

Mais la Nature est la qui tinvite et qui taime;
Plonge-toi dans son sein quelle touvre toujours.
Quand tout change pour toi, la nature est la méme,
Et le méme soleil se leve sur tes jours.»

« Nhung thién nhién tai do, kéu moi va triu mén;

Phong vao di — long nang luén md dgi cho nguoi

Khi vdi nguoi moi vét déi doi, néng van khéng hé déi bién
Va vdn mot mét troi do, 16 dang mdi ngay truéc mét nguoi. »
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Bai tha cho thay su d6i choi gilra tinh chat truGng ton cua thién nhién va vo thudng cda con
ngudi. Mai khi t6i thay bubn nan vi nhd nha, t6i dap xe may di tham thién nhién tran day
vé dep & moi ndi trong thanh phd Da Lat ndi ti€éng vi nhitng ngon ddi thoai thoai, mat hd
phang 18ng, khu riing tinh mich... Vé diu hién cta cac ngon déi xanh ngat vao mua xuan va
day mau sac lam long t6i Iang dong, chifa lanh t6i bang nhiéu phucng cach téi khdng ludng
hay doan trudc dugc. Con mat trdi trén nhitng ngon doi dé — 6i mat trdi cla toi! Mat toi
nhiéu khi (ra |€. T6i rat can su hién hitu tram lang cda nhitng ngon d6i va mat trdi dé. Chdng
la 18i cau xin va cau tra IGi — cung mot lic.

Van tho cua Lamartine lam birng song trong t6i y thirc vé cach trai dat nay da va dang chira
lanh toi. Mat trdi va bon mua trong tho cla Lamartine da ban cho toi niém hy vong va su
phudc hanh. Lamartine ca nggi Thién Nhién dugc gan lién vdi Thugng DE. Sau nay, toi biét
@ Californie John Muir cling da nhan xét la Thién Nhién cé kha nang chira lanh ciing nhu
bdi thém siic cho than thé va tdm hdn cua ta.

Sau gi¢ hoc ddc biét vé “Lamartine”, khdng ai c6 thé cudp di liéu thudc chira bénh nhé nha
cla t6i dugdc. Diéu diéu ky hon ca la tinh yéu Thién Nhién da md mat cho t6i lam quen vdi
nhiéu chan troi mdi la. T6i bat dau thudng thirc nghé thuat chiém ngudng Thién Nhién cua
ngudi Nhat khi ho da biét sang tao mét Thién Nhién thu gon & ngay trong ngdi nha minh.
Cay kiéng chinh 13 hinh thirc thu gon Thién Nhién. Ta cd thé thé’y mot khu rirng ti hon hay
mot cay gia ca thé ky dugc trung bay trong phong khach. Cling vi Iy do dd, & trong nha, toi
da 1am nhitng manh vudn A Bng nho nhd cé nhitng doi phi da va ho ca Koi xinh xan diém
vai cum bong sung.

Ngay ca Iic s6ng cudc d&i vé huu, tdi vui thi véi thién nhién gan bd bién, con cét va nhiing
dudng mon xinh dep cuta vung Bay Area. Toi tu' nhd minh that cd phudc va may man dugc
hoc & trudng Lycée Yersin vé trudng phai lang man va bai tho “Le Vallon” clia Lamartine dé
tur dé biét yéu mén Thién Nhién
mai mai. Sau ba nam séng & Da
Lat, tdi d& hiéu dugc ngudn an Ui
dén tur thién nhién cd thé huyén
diéu dén mic nao. NhG do, toi
hét bj budn rau va co thé trit hét
tdm tri vao viéc hoc hanh.

Mot birc tranh tri gia mot
ngan chir

T6i chon dugc may tam hinh sau el s

d?y d’\e dl?l’l t‘a cuoc s‘ong ba na,m A South Vietnam Stamp issuing in 1951 depicts the Gougah
cua toi tai Da Lat, Hon ngoc cua waterfall of Dalat (located near Due Trong district),
mién Cao Nguyén Viét Nam.

Sudi Gougah gan Pa Lat 1951
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Céu lac bo bén bo ho
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Cau lac bo Grenouillere cua hoi boi 16i

119



boéng gap Tay

. P x, 0
L i]@; !

LA

u
.
X

(Y |

Can nha giong nhu’ & bén Phap
120



Ch.5 - Da Lat Va Lycée Yersin

ﬂ ‘ - lmn

Old Chateau tai trung tam Pa Lat

I

Cho ¢l PBa Lat 1951

Chg Da Lat, theo t6i nhan xét cling gidng nhiéu chg tai cac thanh phd khac & Viét Nam,
ngudi Hoa van lam chd nhitng nganh budn ban quan trong nhu : tiém tap hda, nha hang
va clra hang... chdng thé€ ma ho dugc goi la “Ngudi Do thai clia phuong Bong.”

121



boéng gap Tay

M cua Nguyén Hiru Hao, cha vo Hodng dé Bio Pai
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Hoang hau Nam Phwong vo vua Bao Dai

Thdc Prenn
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Toi hay di tham viéng cac vung trong trot & ngoai 6 Pa Lat va quan sat nhirng loai rau trai
dugc coi la ¢ ngudn goc tur Tay phudong. Rau trai thudng dudc chd di ban tai Sai Gon va
Dong Bang S6ng Clru Long la nhitng nai ¢ khi hau ndng khéng san xudt dugc cac loai rau
trai loai nay.

Hoa va cu ca-rét san sang duoc chd di Sai Gon
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Trai tréng rau theo kiéu Ty phuong

Khu trong trot vdi doi sanh dbi Lang Bian J phia sau
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Pong qué vung ba Lat
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HO Than Tho

Nha tho Tin Lanh 1948
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Cuodc dai sau khi rdi khoi Lycée Yersin: S6 mang va dinh mang

Vao Itc toi hoc xong & Lycée Yersin Pa Lat nam 1951, tinh hinh chanh tri trong nudc rat roi
ren. Chanh phi da ngung cdp chiéu khan cho hoc sinh di du hoc. Tin dén cho biét c6 thé
s& c6 [énh téng ddng vién vi nhu ciu chién tranh. Vi bat budc ding hon 1a vi sé thich, toi
ghi danh vao hoc Trudng Dai hoc Y khoa vi 6 thdi diém dd chua cd trudng day Engineering.
Mai t&i ndm 1957 Trung tam Ky thuat Phd Tho méi dudc thanh 1ap véi bon truGng phu thudc
la Trudng Cao dang COng chanh (cd tor ndm 1947), Trudng Viét Nam Hang hai (1948)
Trudng Qudc gia Ky su’ Cdng nghé (cd tir 1956) Trudng Cao déng Dién hoc (1957).

Téi cling dugc biét, vi nhu cau phat trién gido duc, chanh phd ddc cach hodn dich cho céc
gido su bac trung hoc. Trudc tinh thé dd, thay vi di hoc Y Khoa, t6i xin di day hoc. NhG
ddng dau I8p khi ra truGng, toi dugc nhan ngay vao day & trudng Le Myre de Vilers, truGng
trung hoc ndi t6i da hoc bac dé nhat cap tai tinh nha My Tho.

Trong thdi gian day & My Tho, cach Sai Gon 70 cay s0, toi dudc gia dinh cho dac an dung
chiéc xe Peugeot 203 cua Phap "san xudt" dé |én thu dé giai tri vao nhirng ngay cudi tuan.
Tai Sai Gon, t6i hay viéng Phong Thong tin USIS cua My (United States Information Service),
mot co quan tuyén truyén cua Hoa Ky. Noi day c6 mét thu' vién cong cdng sang sua, sach
sé c6 nhiéu sach bao hap dan. Phong doc sach cé diéu hoa khong khi va thoai mai, phan
anh mirc do sinh s6ng cao ¢ Hoa Ky: ghé “lazy boys” va ghé thuGng, dén doc sach tién
dung, phiéu sach dé dung. T6i thdy khdm phuc tiéu chudn cao cia My.

Trong mot lan dén doc sach, toi nhin thay trén bang thong bao tai USIS mot thong tin vé
hoc b&ng di hoc dai hoc & My. Téi vd cling vui mirng, tu nha day dang [a mot phép la, vi
trong toan Dong Duang (Nam ky, Trung ky, Bac ky, Lao va Cao Mién) ngudi Phap chi mé&
trudng dai hoc duy nhut tai Ha N&i nhung khong cd phan khoa Engineering. Trong khi do
udc ma cua toi la hoc nganh k¥ su tai Hoa Ky. Phai n6i thém rang vao thap nién 1950, di
hoc Engineering & Hoa Ky la ca mot diéu vinh du cla sinh vién Viét Nam.

Ba Bertha von Allmen lam viéc tai USIS, Sai Gon gilp t6i lo tha tuc lam dan xin hoc bénag.
Trd ngai I6n nhat doi véi t6i la lam sao thuyét phuc dudc ba chap nhan don xin cla t6i va
hoc Mechanical Engineering dugdc du to6i chi biét tiéng Viét, ti€ng Phap va mot "s6" von ti€éng
Anh gidi han khiém nhudng! Téi trinh bay cho ba thay diém hoc cla tdi rat cao vé nhirng
mon toan, vat ly, hoa hoc va van vat la nhirng moén can thiét trong hoc trinh ky su. D6 la
nhifng ngdn ngil quéc t&€ dugc moi ngudi trén thé gidi hi€u. Ngoai ra toi nghi 1a ti€ng Phap
cling c6 anh hudng dén tiéng Anh. Trong gan mot thién nién ky qua, ti€ng Anh da mugn
va thau nhan rat nhiéu ti nglr Phap mac dau nhitng ngudi ndi ti€ng Anh khong nhan thirc
dugc diéu doé. Con nhd trong thai ngudi Norman chiém dong, khoang 10.000 chir Phap da
pha tron vao ti€éng Anh. Ba phan tu cac chir dé hién con théng dung trong moi lanh vuc tu
hanh chanh, luat phap tdi nghé thuat, van chuang, khoa hoc va ky thuat. Ba von Alimen to
vé tin vao IGi giai thich nay va chap nhan dan xin cua toi.
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Tuy vay, ngoai hd sd hoc ba ra, con cé phan xét vé ly lich ca nhan ciing nhu ba 13 tha gidi
thiéu cla ba nhan vat kha tin. T6i may mdn tim dugc nhiing ngusi c6 hao tam san long
gitp. T6i tim ti dugc hai gido su cii ndi tiéng 1a qui thay V6 Thanh C (ba cta nha vén Tiéu
TU) va Lé Quan Nghia. Ca hai vi nay déu biét t6i la hoc tro tot trong nhi€éu nam. Ho vui vé
nhan viét thag gidi thiéu t6i vai USIS & Sai Gon.

Con 1a thu th(r ba, t6i mudn dugc
su’ ung ho cua moét nhan vat uy tin
dang dan xin cla t6i dugc manh
hon. NgugGi do la ddc cha Cong
Giao Ngo Dinh Thuc. Trong thép
nién 1930, 6ng la gido su' va hiéu
trudng trudng College de
Providence & Hué, thu phu mién
trung Viét Nam. Sau nay Giam muc
dugc La M3 bd nhiém diéu khién
toa Apostolic Vicariat tai Vinh
Long, qué cua ba ma tbi. Bac Tu
t6i, bac si Khudng H{ru Long, la
ban ctia Giam muc. Con trai bac Tu
hoc & trudng Providence nén bac
Tu quen v@i Giam muc kha than.
Bac Tu bang long nhd Giam muc
viét thu gigi thiéu toi. Nhd may
man, t6i nhan dugc nhirng su gilp
dd toi can. Su' can cu cham chi cla
t6i dang nd hoa két trai va rot cudc
tdi da dugc cdp hoc béng di My.
Day la budc dot pha I6n lao va bat
ngd nhat dén véi téi danh dau mot
maoc quan trong trong hanh trinh
tién tGi cia minh. Gigm Muc Ngé Pinh Thuc

MOt phép la d& dén vdi tdil Cling can ndi thém la gia dinh t6i khdng du kha néng dé cho toi
qua My hoc Engineering, nhut la sau Thé Chién Th{ Hai, Hoa Ky c6 nhitng trudng day
Engineering t&t nhit thé gidi. Lic d6, gan nhu toan thé hoc sinh Viét Nam hoc xong dé nhi
cap trudng Phap déu ti€p tuc du hoc bén Phap, da s6 chon qua Phap hoc Engineering. SG
di nhu vay vi hoc trinh Lycée Phap & Viét Nam dudc hé thong gido duc bén Phap cong nhan
va van dé ngon ngit hoc tap khong gap khé khan nhu trudng hgp cua toi du hoc 6 My.

Moi viéc hau nhu dang tién trién tét dep cho chuyén di My cua t6i, nhung lai bi mét trd ngai
b4t ngd lam nhu ngung tré moi viéc. Toi van tin la néu téi may mén cé dugc mot hoc bdng
ctia USIS thi chanh pha Viét Nam sé& cdp cho tdi chiéu khan dé xudt ngoai. Nhung diéu khé
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tin ma cé thuc da xay ra la BO N6i Vu quyét dinh da bac dan xin chi€u khan cua t6i. TOi
thdy ngugng ngung khi viét ra day phan con lai cia cau chuyén tbi xin chi€u khan xuat
ngoai ndm 1951. N6 1am tdi budn va Iam tén thuang dén thanh danh dan tdc va x{& s& toi.
Pay la trudng hap dién hinh clia tham nhiing d& lam téi bi xtc ddng manh ldc dé. Ly do 1a
6ng Déng Ly van phong b NOi Vu mudn toi phai tra tién héi 16 cho 6ng trudc khi 6ng dat
but ky chi€u khan! Ong la mét trong nhitng gido su’ dugc nhiéu ngudi biét dén tai trudng
Trung hoc D& Nhut cap cii cua toi va cling dugc xem nhu' la ban cla ba toi. Toi cd nghe vé
tham nhiing trong chanh phld nhung chua bao giG nghi 1a téi lai ¢d thé trd thanh nan
nhan. Téi dirng trudc mdt chon lua tdi quan trong: hodc toi tra tién héi 16 dé dudc du hoc,
hodc téi tir chdi thi mat hoc bong di My. Di nhién, tdi phai chon lua dua héi 16 d€ khdng bi
mat mot dip may hi€ém cd, nhung toi thady kho chiu khi phai lam viéc nay mét cach qua trdng
trgn nhu vdy. MOt 4n nhan d& xudt hién dé& clru tdi. Ngudi hang xdm sat nha ba téi tén
“Thay Bay” quen 6ng cong chdc nay. Thay Bay tinh nguyén giai quyét giup toi.

Van dé la 1am sao tdi kifm dudc du tién dé tra day? To6i da di day & trudng trung hoc dé
nhat cap cili trong 12 thang qua va toi phai chd dén ca nam trdi méi lanh dugc s tién luong
26.000 dong, tucng dudng vdi 715 My kim thdi do. Toi quyét dinh hy sinh ca nam luang
nay cho tuang lai cia minh. Toi con nhé rd ngay di xe do cung Thay Bay tur My tho Ién Sai
Gon roi 1ay taxi téi nha thd Tan Pinh gan nha 6ng cong chic tham nhiing d6. Toi cam thay
xau hé khi phai nhing tay vao mét viéc ha cdp nhu vdy. Thanh that ma néi va cling déi an
Thugng DE toi chi phai lam nhu thé chi moét [an duy nhit trong ddi ma thoi.

La mot tin d6 Phat Gido, t6i tin & luat nhan qua. Nhiéu nam sau, vao nam 1972, chinh con
ngudi thiu nhan cach dé dén gdp toi tai van phong cla tdi & Sai Gon dé xin mét viéc lam
vi 6ng ta dang that nghiép. Mot lan nita 6ng ta gay xuc dong cho t6i vi da cé can dam tdi
gap téi nhu vay. Toi lé phép ndi vGi 6ng tbi khong co viéc lam cho ong.

Do la tat ca nhitng gi tdi con nhd dugc vé thdi ky song & Da Lat va Lycée Yersin. DO la
nhitng thdng ngay day thdr thach cho mét cdu hoc trd nho x&p xi tudi ddi muci da bi birng
gbc trong tudi tha d€ phai xa lia mai 8m gia dinh & Pong Bang S6ng Clru Long bang phang
va dm ap cla vung nhiét dGi dé roi bi dua t6i mot thanh phd nghi mat clia ngudi Phap nam
trén doi nli cao vai rirng thong va khi hau lanh clia vung Cao nguyén.

Pa Lat va Lycée Yersin da giup toi lam quen véi nén van hoa Tay Phudng, nhirng y niém
dau tién vé su gap gd cua Bong Tay.

Da Lat va Lycée Yersin la dan phdng hay ban dap gilp t6i 18y da bdt dau “chuyén bay cla
dai bang” di t&i dat tién dinh cia minh la Tan Thé Gidi.

Bay gid toi xin trd lai cdu chuyén cda t6i, ndm 1952. My qudc oi, toi sap tdi day!
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Chuyén Bay Pau Tién Qua Thai Binh Duong, 1952

Qua Thai Binh Duong bang mdy bay DC-6B

Cudbc hanh trinh cula toi tdi trerng dai hoc My, noi Pong va Tay truc dién, qua la that dai.
Toi khong chu dong trong viéc chon di hoc & Lafayette CoIIege vi ly do dé hiéu toi khong
biét chit gi vé hé thdng dai hoc bén M§ ca. Gan nhu toan thé cac du hoc sinh Viét déu qua
Phap dé tiép tuc viéc hoc bdi I8 tir nhd ho dugc dao tao trong nén gido duc thudc dia véi
ti€éng Phap. V& phan toi, t6i chua hé hoc mét I6p Anh nglr nao vi trong trudng trung hoc dé
nh(t cap cla t6i khéng cé day sinh nglr nay. Do dé t6i |1dy ti€éng Phap lam sinh nglr chanh
con tiéng Viét lam sinh ngir phu.
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Co quan thong tin My USIS (United States Information Service) & Sai Gon xét dan xin hoc
b6ng cua téi di hoc mdn Mechanical Engineering tai Hoa Ky. Ba Bertha von Allman phong
van téi tai van phong cla ba trén dudng Hai Ba Trung, gan bénh vién Grall ndi tiéng cla
Phap. DU diém hoc cla t6i rat cao nhung vi kém Anh ngi nén tdi hai lo. T6i giai thich vdi
ba cdc mdn toan va khoa hoc dung ngén nglt quéc té€ dugc moi ngudi trén thé gidi hiéu.
Nhu vy, dua vao diém cao cla tdi vé cadc mén todn va khoa hoc ciling nhu’ bang Ta tai Phap
ban Toan hang “mention Bien” cua t6i thi t6i s& khdng gdp trd ngai gi dé theo hoc cac I3p
Engineering. Ngoai ra, tir thdi dan Norman dén s6ng bén Anh tdi nay thi 30% ti€ng Anh da
c6 goc ti€éng Phap ro6i. Toi con hlra vdi ba la sé hoc ti€éng Anh ngay dém cho t&i ngay di My
nifa. R&t cudc, phép la da xay ra va toi dugc cdp hoc bong Fulbright d€ di hoc Lafayette
College tai Easton, Pennsylvania do cd quan USIS chon. Thugng D€ da thuong nén gdi toi
dén mot truGng tudng doi nho vdi khoang 2,000 thay vi mét noi cd tdi ca chuc ngan sinh
vién. Nha vay, toi khong bi lac 16ng trong mot rirng ngudi.

PE d6i phd vai van dé Anh ngir, t6i tic khdc di mua mdt may hat 78 RPM “La Voix de Son
Maitre” va bd dia nhua Assimil vGi ca sach hoc di kem. Sudt ngay t6i doc “My taylor is rich,
my teacher is poor...”, moi khi hoc xong mot mat dia t6i lai thay kim thép va quay day thiéu
clia may hat. Hom nay nghi lai, téi phai thd nhan kha ndng Anh ngir ctia t6i lic doé chac chi
tam du cho muc khach di du lich dung ché khong sao cho sinh vién ndm th{r nhit nganh
Engineering cua bat ci trudng dai hoc My nao. Trong dau t6i, toi nghi minh sé can hup Ian
trong chuang trinh hoc ti€éng Anh khi vao dai hoc bén My ma khong ngd trudc dudc cai gia
t6i phai tra cho nd sé cuc nhoc téi chirng nao.

Chéu, ban cung Idp, va t6i di mua sém trén Sai Gon dé chudn bi cho chuyén di vt dai duong
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P& chuén bi cho chuyén di dén Tan Thé Gidi, tdi mua nhitng do vat that t6t dé dem theo
trong va li. Vao nam 1952, nha budn Grand Magasin Charner, GMC, cuia Phap la thugng xa
t6t va I6n nhut thanh phd Sai Gon. Ngi do, téi tim dugc cai va li nhe va tan tién nhut san
xuat bén Phap. Luc d6, moi hanh khach di may bay chi dugc dem theo t6i da 20 ki 16 hanh
ly thay vi 50 can Anh nhu ngay nay. Toi dudc tang chi€c may chup hinh hao hang hiéu
Rolleiflex va m6t dong h6 deo tay Omega cua gia dinh.

BO com |é va do choang lam bang len clia Anh nhap cang tir Hong Kong dugc tiém Hanoi
Taylor ndi ti€ng nhit tinh My Tho may. D€ gilp tdi d6i phd dudc v8i nhitng khd khén bat
ngd khi sdng 1é loi noi qué ngudi, ma téi ting cho tdi mot chiéc nhan hdt xoan vai ca ra va
mot ddy chuyén deo c6 béng vang y 24 ca ra kha ndng. Dudng nhién téi rat thén trong ddi
vGi nhitng bau vét dé nén cé thué mét hdp an toan tai ngén hang dia phucng dé cat ching
vao do.

Than quyén va ban bé d&c biét di tir My Tho 1én phi trudng Sai Gon dé tién téi di My. Nhu
thudng I€, anh Nam [udn to ra la con ngudi tot va cho t6i mugn chiéc xe Renault 4 CV nho
cla anh dé tdi téi thdm ngudi ban hoc than & Lycée Yersin dang sdng trén dudng Laregnere.
P4u xe xong, tdi quén tat dén! Khi dén IUc phai vé nha gap dé 1én dudng ra phi trudng thi
binh dc-quy cla chiéc xe 4 CV bi hét dién. Ai cling hoang hon! May thay xe nay cling nhe
thdi. Ngudi ban va téi cung day chiéc xe rdi tdi nhay vao trong ding “embrayage” dé cho
may nS. Nh& an Thugng D&, chiéc xe nd may va tdi khdng bi I3 chuyén bay t6i quan trong
do. Gia dinh khdng ai biét chi vé chuyén trac tré nguy hiém nay. Qua Ia mét hoan nan cho
t6i va gia dinh néu toi bi ket & Sai Gon vi chiéc xe 4 CV hét dién. Sau nay t6i dugc bi€t ngudi
ban hoc & Yersin dé trd thanh gido su toan & trudng Ecole Polytechnique Irng danh cua
Phap va nay da vé huu & dudng Rue Xaintrailles tai Paris.

T6i tra lai chiéc xe 4 CV cho anh Ndm ma tim hdy con ddp manh. Nhiéu ngudi cé mat dé
chia tay vd@i toi tai phi trudng. Trudc day, khi rgi nha 1én hoc & Pa Lat chi cach My tho 400
cay sO toi da nhiéu lan ném mui chia ly, nhé nha, va cd don du biét rd rang t6i chi phai xa
nha trong vong 10 thang ma théi. Lan nay, toi sé phai xa cach gia dinh 14 000 cay so6 trong
vong it nhit 4 ndm. MGt y nghi khong lam t6i thoadi mai! C6 thé nao hoc bong di My déc
biét du sic lam diu phan nao noi dau long lic d6 chang? Ngudi ta chang khuyén: hdy séng
ngay nao hay ngay ndy va “Que sera, sera” dé sao? T6i gang hét sirc dé& khdng nho 18 trudc
mat ba ma va ho hang. Tdi tu nhu 1a “ndi budn clia budi chia tay chi danh cho nhirng ai con
¢ lai ma thoi.” Bay dudng ra chi la mot cach tu an Ui minh. Cudc dGi dau don gian nhu vay
dugc!

Phi truGng qudc t€ Tan Son Nhit & Sai Gon nhd dén dd chi cd mot toa nha hai tirng xinh
xan. Cai hay clia nd la trén mai nha c6 mét bar ban ca phé va rugu cho khach viéng tham.
Ho ¢ thé vira ngdi udng vira vay khan chao don hay tam biét ban bé hodc ba con clia minh
chi dirng céch ho hon chuc thudc. Vao thdi budi an binh dé khéng ai phai quan tdm dén
quan khung b6 ca.

MGt thanh nién ctia Dong Bang Song Clru Long nhu t6i trong long thdy nén nao phai dén
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tan Tan Thé GiGi ndm bén kia bs Thai Binh Ducng. Day la [an dau tién t6i di may bay. Trong
thap nién 1950, may bay canh quat khong thé di mot mach téi My dugc. Pudng bay truc
ti€p nhit thai do la: Sai Gon téi Manila, Guam, Wake, Midway, Honolulu, San Francisco,

Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, va sau cung dap xudng phi truéng dia phuong nho Allentown-
Bethlehem-Easton, Pennsylvania.

== o ]
Lan dau chdng t6i nghi & khach san danh tiéng Manila Hotel,
do Pan Am dua tdi vi gap béo & Thai Binh Duong
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Tai khach san Manila Hotel

Tac dong do bién cd “Dong gap Tay” trong t6i khdi dau tai DPa Lat nay trd thanh don dap
han véi mot moi trudng va trang thai hoan toan khac la.

Sau “Chuyén bay dau tién cla chim ung” t&r Dong Bang S6ng Clru Long tdi vung vinh San
Francisco, cudc dai t6i bi dao I6n mot cach quyét liét. T6i gia tir dat thudc dia Bong Duong
kém ma& mang cla Phap, bay ngang Thai Binh Duong dé hoc Engineering tai mot quéc gia
tan tién nhut thé gidi sau Thé Chién Th{ Hai. Bung la mot chuyén di ngan dam déi véi mot
thanh nién non tré nhu ti. T6i rAng mé 16n dbi mat dé theo ddi nhitng dién tién bi &n dang
nam trong “Pandora’s Box.”

Nhirng nam song tai Yersin da day t6i cach xa giao tot dep ciia ngu'di Phap. Nay,
toi sé lam quen v@i 16i sOng cua ngu'ci My.

Cudc hanh trinh xuyén dai dudgng cua t6i, dai 8,880 ddm Anh (14,200 km) tir Bong sang
Tay dugc danh ddu bdng mét con bdo I6n trén Thai Binh Duong. Cac may bay DC-6B va
Constellation thdi d6 khéng thé bay trong thdi tiét xau nhu nhitng phi co phan luc ngay nay
dugc. Vi thé, hdng may bay phai sdp xép cho chiing tdi tam nghi tai khach san ndi tiéng
Manila Hotel & Phi Luat Tan trong con bdo. Ngi nay dudc nhiéu ngudi biét dén nhd trudc
dd dung lam dai ban doanh cua dai tudng MacArthur trong Thé Chién Th( Hai.

Chuyén bay cua t6i kha déc dao vi cac dudng bay thuong madi xuyén Thai Binh Duong luc
dé chua dugc hoan chinh 13m. O nhiéu chéng, mdy bay phai dap xuéng dé€ dé xang tai
nhitng can c Hai quan Hoa ky nhu Wake va dao Midway vi chua cé phi truGng dan su.
Quén nhan My phu trach viéc dd x&ng cho may bay cla ching téi trong khi hanh khach vo
nha &n tap thé cla Hai quan dé dung bira. Tdi thich thi hoc hdi dugc phan nao cach séng
trong Hai quan My. Cudc phiéu luu cta toi da bat dau nhu vay.

Dudi mat t6i, trong nhirng ndm dau clta thap nién 1950, di phi cd nhifng dudng bay qudc
t€ dugc coi nhu nhitng chuyén di du lich cho ngudGi nha giau. Hanh khach thudng an mac
dang hoang. Ghé& ngbi trén may bay rong rai va thoai mai han bay gid nhiéu. Chén dia bang
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sU va muf)ng nia xi bac dugc dung trong cac bira an. Hoan toan khong cé khan va ly giay
hodc muong nia bang nhua. Ngay ca di hang binh dan ciing rat thoai mai. Khong cé canh
bi ki€ém soat an ninh rudm ra hay khdm minh tran/strip search nhu trong thé ky 21 nay.
Cling khdng phai cdi giay dé kham nira! Di mdy bay thdi dé la cd mdt kinh nghiém sang
trong, thich thd va lich thiép.

MOt bat ngd khac da xay ra trong ddi toi: trong mot tuan do, Trdi cho t6i dugc s6ng hai
ngay Th& Ndm vi mdy bay da bang qua dudng d6i ngay qudc t&. Ching toi dudc cac tiép
dai vién phat cho ching thu ky niém ngay dac biét ndy. Trong nhiéu giG toi chi nhin thay
mot cdch nham chan nhitng ddm may trang trdi 16 Iing trén dai duong. Cudi cung, chiéc
mdy bay dap xuéng phi trudng Honolulu trén 18nh thé Hoa Ky. Lan dau tién t6i dudc xem
canh ngoan muc cla cac vii nif ngudi Ha Uy Di nhay diéu Hula mdc vay sac sd dan bang cd
va nhitng b6 du6c sang ruc.

biéu Mua Hawaii Hula

Biéu mua Hawaii Hula bPiéu Mda Lua
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Piéu mua Hawaii Hula Piéu Mua Lua

Mot thir thach mdi lai dén véi tbi: toi phai dién nhirng gidy t& cla S& Di Tru My trudc khi
tiép tuc bay dén dat lién nhung tdi khdng biét dién cac mau don béng tiéng Anh. May mén
cho t6i la cé anh ban cung trudng & Yersin tén la TN Chau di cung chuyén bay gidp t6i lam
viéc nay. Cudi cung tdi cling nhan ra dudc hinh dang cdu Golden Gate Bridge ndi tiéng thé
giGi hién ra naoi chéan trgi. Toi da téi Tan Thé Gidi. Luc do toi dau ngS rang 23 nam sau cay
cau nay va Vung Vinh San Francisco chinh la nai t6i dinh cu l1au dai véi quoc tich My.

Cau Golden Gate
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Khuc "Hot Dog” dau tién

P&t chon tdi phi truong San Francisco, thang 9, 1952

Hoc bdng du tri cho tdi du thinh mét khda hudng dan vai ngdy tai San Francisco dé gitp
t6i lam quen v@i nép sdng mdi bén My. D6 la nhitng gidy phit quan trong trong ddi t6i khi
ma “bong Tay gap nhau” véi mot cudng d6 manh mé han nhiéu so véi lan toi trai qua dau
tién & thanh ph6 Da Lat nhé bé. Mot hanh trinh mdi vira dai vira day thir thach da bat dau.
O San Francisco, mdt hudng dan vién vui tinh ngudi My tén Frank gilp cho tdi biét cudc
sOng cla mot cu’ dan mdi tai Vung Vinh sé nhu thé nao.

Ngdm cau Golden Gate xong, toi viéng thdm nha hang va tiém ban d6 ky niém Cliff House.
Toi bi mét c sdc nhe khi Frank mdi toi an “Hot Dog.” DGi vdi t6i, khi thay dan lang bén nha
an thit chd thi cling la chuyén binh thudng. Nhung t6i khéng thé tudng tugng dudc rang &
Hoa Ky ngugi ta ciing an vay nira! “Khéng phai vay dau”, Frank tran an t6i, “xuc xich dugc
lam bang thit bo va heo dd.”

Sau do6 t6i kham pha ra trudc day lau 1dm roi, dan Bic cling co an thit chd nira. Nhu vay
viéc ngudi ta nghi ngd la xuc xich doi khi cling co thit cho trong d6 khéng phai la hoan toan
vO cdn clr. Bén x(r do, hot dog con dugc goi bang nhiéu tén khac nhu frankfurter, frank,
wiener, and weenie. Vao cudi thé ky 19, mot so sinh vién tinh nghich cua dai hoc Yale &
New Haven, Connecticut, bat dau kéu xuc xich la “dogs.” Mot xe ban thirc an tai nci do ban
dém cd tén la "The Kennel Club/HGi quan chd cay" chuyén ban loai xtc xich nay kep trong
banh cé trét “mu-tac.” Do d6 banh dugc goi la Hot Dog. Chir “dog” da dugc dung dong
nghia véi chir sausage tlr nam 1884 va I8i don dai la ngudi ta co6 tron thit chd vao dé sGm
nht cling xuét phat tir ndm 1845. Frank giai thich cho tdi nghe nhu' vy dé thuyét phuc toi
rang khong co thit chd trong hot dog ban & My.
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Nha hang Cliff House, néi tiéng vi
nhiing hon da co hai cau nam
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Céng vao Chinatown noi ¢é dén s6 nguoi Hoa sinh séng déng nhut sau Trung Quéc va Pai Loan
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Khdch san ¢ kinh Fairmont

Trong khi d6 cac tdng théng dang Dan Chu thudng chon khéch san Fairmont dé€ &. Vao nam
1945, khach san Fairmont dén ti€p cac thi 18nh trén thé gidi téi hop dé€ thanh 1ap td chirc
Lién Hiép Qudc. Hién Chudng cua td chirc nay dugc soan thao tai phdong Garden Room trong
khach san. Bién c0 lich sir d6 dugc ghi nhé lai bdi mot tam ban dat tai khach san.
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Chiéc mdy bay Constellation cua TWA,
bay chuyén San Francisco-Pittsburgh-Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

M&y ngay vui vé ¢ San Francisco trdi qua that le. Chang bao 1au sau, t6i lai mot minh 1én
phi cg ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh téi Lafayette College & Easton, Pennsylvania. T6i c6 ghé lai
Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, va cudi cung |én may bay nho dén phi trudng Allentown-Bethlehem-
Easton. Khéng cé chuyén bay di thdng tdi thanh phd nhd bé Easton nay. Chuyén di téi
khuodn vién trudng Lafayette College nhiéu hirng thu. Lan nay t6i di mot minh, khong cé su
giup d& cta anh ban TN Chau gioi ti€ng Anh cung di! Téi chon ngbi chiéc ghé gan cura )
dé dé quan sat Tan Thé Gidi. Khi may bay xa thé“p trén mat dat trudc khi ha canh, quang
canh ca triéu con ga trang chay lung tung trong cac can trai xanh tuci lam t6i ngac nhién.
O Viét Nam khong c6 nhu’ng trang trai rong I6n nhu vay dé& nudi ga va Idy trirng. Ngoai ra
ti con nhan thay nhitng cay liéu tusi t6t khéng 16 moc trong céc trai do; trai vdi bén Viét
Nam, c8y liéu biéu tugng cho hinh ddng manh mai, tha thudt, nhé bé va yéu diéu cla ngudi

phu nir. Lai mét su khac biét nira gilrta Dong va Tay sau cau chuyén vé “hot dog” & San
Francisco.

Long toi thay nhe nhom khi dugc 6ng Lee, vi giam doc gilp sinh vién ngoai quoc & Lafayette,
tGi phi truGng Easton gitp t6i 18y hanh ly va dua t6i t8i khuon vién nha trudng. Chang toi
ghé Pardee Hall (xin xem hinh) dé€ hoan tat thl tuc ghi danh vao ndm th{& nhit vé mén
Engineering va lay mot phong tro cho toi & ky tuc xa Easton Hall.

Ghi danh tai Pardee Hall, Lafayette College
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Cho t6i thdi diém do, hanh trinh mét tuén cda téi dugc tam coi nhu mot chuyén du ngoan.
Bay gid mdi la khdi diém cua thdi ky den sach va giai doan Hup 1an/ Immersion experience
day cam go thur thach.

Campus Lafayette College ngay xua

Trudc day téi c6 ném mui ngup ldn véi ti€ng Anh trén chuyén bay téi khudn vién trudng &
Pennsylvania nhung bay gid tdi bong nhién bi “dua vao bién ca dé hoc 16i.” Khdng c6 thay
mot ai noi ti€ng Viét, ngay ca ti€éng Phap, do dé téi khong con chon lua nao han la phai
dung ti€ng Anh vGi nhitng nguGi chung quanh minh. Tinh trang nay khong khac gi khi ba
tdi dua tdi vao dong sdng Cliu Long d€ day tdi 16i. T6i bi sdc va nghet thd méy [an trong
nudc duc cta con sdng. Ngay nay, cd nhiéu phucng phap nhan dao hon dé€ day bai 16i. Tuy
vy llc dd cling nhu bay gid toi rat sg chét nén phai lam moi cach dé khai bi chét chim.

Easton Hall, ky tuc xa cua toi, xdy nam 1926.
Phong t6i & tung mot, phia sau, nhin vao mot khu rang xanh nho.
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Khuon vién Lafayette College vao mua thu
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Khudn vién nha truong vao mua thu

Toi sé khong bao gid quén nhirng ngay dau tién & Lafayette. Sanh ra trong mét nudc bi
chién tranh, tdi ngac nhién hét strc khi nhin thay nhiéu ngdi nha c6 kinh ca trdm ndm trong
khubn vién nha trudng chiing té nudc My da hudng thanh binh mét thdi gian dai trong lich
str. O mién Nam Viét Nam khdng sao kiém dugc nhifng cdng trinh xay cat lich st nhu vy
vi bi su’ tan pha cia nam mudi nam chinh chién va gan mot thé ky song dudi ach cai tri cua
thuc dan Phap.
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Cudc phiéu luu cua toi khi nhdp hoc tai trudng dai hoc My khdi dau bang viéc tim hiéu céc
ban sinh vién dong khda vdi t6i ¢ Easton Hall. Ho hoi toi tir dau tdi. Khi t6i tra IGi la Viét
Nam thi ho khong biét x(r Viét Nam & dau ca! Toi budc long phai giai thich Viét Nam trudc
day dugc goi la Dong Duang thudc Phap “French Indochina” thi luc dé hinh nhu ho mgi
hi€u 13 Viét Nam ndm déu dé bén A Chau. Hinh nhu ngudi My khéng biét dia du thé gidi
nhiéu. Sau dd, ngay ca khi t6i dugc mdi di ndi chuyén vé Viét Nam vé&i nhitng “clubs” nhu
Kiwanis va Rotary, ngudi ta cling hay hoi t6i nhitng cau tudng tu. Co lan, nhan vién dai
truyén hinh Wilkes-Barres, Pennsylvania dua cho t6i hinh chup déng bao Thugng gan nhu
khoa than va cho dé Ia dan Viét Nam. Toi giai thich 1a Viét Nam ciling c6 ngudi dan thiéu s6
nhu “dan da do” tai My.

MOt su’ ngac nhién nira déi véi toi 1a phong tdm chi la mot phong that I6n ¢d gan sau hoa
sen. Khdng c6 gi la riéng tu ca. Moi ngudi déu tran trudng tam chung nhu vay. T6i cam
thay lai bi cl s6¢c mdi. Pugc day do theo né nép Viét Nam, tdi khéng thé tudng tugng dugc
réng viéc tam rlra lai c6 thé la mot hoat dong tap thé nhu véy tai ngdi trudng mdi cua toi.
Dau t6i tich cuc hdi nhap vao cach sdng cua MY, tbi chua san sang tdm tran trudng trudc
cong chung va chiu mat su riéng tu. Nhiéu nam sau, t6i lai trai qua kinh nghiém tuong tu' &
trai ti nan Camp Pendleton. T6i phai chon giai phap 1a mdc quan tdm dé di tdm.

Ngudi ban song trong can phong k€ can cua t6i la Don Sayenga, sinh vién nam th( nhut
dén tu Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Anh cao han mét thudc tam va thudc loai ndng can. Ngugc
lai, t6i chi cao mo6t thudc sau va nhe hon anh ta nhiéu. Don chai cho d6i “football” My véi
trai banh bau duc va doi d6 vat cia trudng. Anh hét siic cdi ma@ va tanh tinh rat tét. Anh
khdng y vao vdc dang cao I8n va sirc manh cla minh dé& hu doa hay b&t nat téi. Ngudc lai,
anh mudn che ché t6i trong nhifng tinh hudng bat Igi trong tang nha chdng t6i 6. Ching toi
tré nén ban tdm giao va tinh ban cua chdng toi da ton tai t6i ngay hém nay. VGi su gilp dd
cta Don, t6i d6i dau dugc vdi nhiéu su bat ngd cling nhu' tim dugc cach thich nghi va hoa
dong vdi bbi canh sdng mdi.

Don Sayenga tdi tham toi & California sau ngay toi rof trai ti nan Pendleton, 1975.
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Mot trong nhitng viéc mdi la dGi vdi t6i la van dé an udng. N6 hoan toan khac nhiéu doi véi
tdi. Ngay dau d&t chan 1én dat Hoa Ky, t6i phai chuyén qua dung dao nia thay vi diia cling
nhu dn ngii c6c va banh mi thay cho com, va udng sita tugi nhu thé cho nudc. Vi bén Viét
Nam khéng cd ky nghé san xuat va ché bién sira tuci nén toi it cd dip udng sira. Toi chi
dung sita déc cé dudng nhap cang dat tién dé€ pha véi ca-phé den. Ngoai ra, vdi dang ngudi
nhd thé clia mot thanh nién A-chau, néi tiéng Anh khdng ranh, tdi khdng gidng ai trén
“campus” trong nhitng bd quén do do thg bén nha may. Tdi nhanh chéng chuyén qua méc
quan jeans, 4o thun, va mét do khoac ngoai dé cho gihg moi ngudi.

Toi theo hoc cac I8p toan, hda hoc, va vat ly mot cach dé dang. Nhung toi phai bd I6p dia
hinh vi vién dai td day mén dé ndi tiéng Anh v4i giong mién Nam r&t ndng cla tiéu bang
Alabama khién téi khéng hiéu gi ca. Ngugc lai tdi ghi danh theo hoc I3p day doc véi tc dd
nhanh va ti€ng Anh cho sinh vién ngoai qudc. Nhirng tuan dau & trudng céng thang tGi dd
tdi khdng con biét ngay thang 1a gi nita, dau éc t6i ban biu khién tdi khéng con thdi gis dé
cam thay nhd nha va Ié loi gi ca. R6i dot nhién t6i nhan dudc tin nhu sét danh tir cd quan
quan tri hoc bdng 1a Institute of International Education & New York bdo cho biét hoc béng
clia toi chi kéo dai trong mdt ndm va khdng thé gia han dugc. Tdi thuc su’ bi bang hoang!
Ba ma t6i khdng sao lo d My kim dé trang trai cho ba ndm hoc dai hoc con lai cho téi va
tdi khdng thé chip nhén y tudng vé& nudc ma khdng cé6 mot bang cép ky su. Toi khdng hiéu
vi c@ chi van phong USIS tai Sai Gon khong cho t6i biét trudc gi ca. Pay co phai la s6 phan
hay van mang cua toi chang? NEu biét trudc co 1€ toi da tir bo giac mong di hoc bén My cla
toi roi.

Toi doc ky lai blc thu' va thir tim mét 16i thoat. Toi dudc cho biét cd quan nay sé gilp toi
gia han chi€u khan sinh vién néu ti chirng minh Ia t6i ¢ thé tu trang trai chi phi sinh s6ng
cta minh trong ndm tdi. Sau khi ban luan véi cac ban, t6i di t6i mot giai phap. Toi sé tiét
kiém t6i da s8 tién hoc béng clia tdi cho ndm dau ddng thdi kifm moi cach dé di lam 18y
tién tra cho tién an. TGi virng tin sé lam dudc diéu nay néu toi gidi han viéc chi tiéu xudng
murc t6i thi€u. Thir thach nay rén luyén ténh tinh cla t6i, gilp “dira tré” trong toi trudng
thanh. Suy xét lai, ndi sg bi that bai to tat t&i dd nd khién moi hy sinh du khd cuc dén dau
cling trd thanh nhd nhoi. Thgi gian tranh dau s6ng con vo tién khoang hau nay da anh
hudng truc ti€p tdi nhitng thanh qua toi gat hai dugc sau dé cling nhu sy thanh cong cla
t6i trong ddi. Noi cach khac, toi da qua dudc thdi gian thir Itra ngay trong trudng ltc do.

Ong Frank R. Hunt, Khoa trudng sinh vién vu,
trg thanh vi an nhan ngudi My dau tién cua toi.
Ong ba Hunt sdng trong ngdi biét thy' xinh xan |
s6 3 West Campus ngay trong_khudn vién nha
trudng. Ong cho t6i cu ngu mién phi trong mot
phong nhod gan can bép trong nha nham gidp toi
o thé tiép tuc di hoc. D& dén bu lai, ti phai lam
nhirng viéc I3t vat trong nha nhu rlra xe, cét co Ngéi nhé cua Khoa Trudng Hunt
va quét |a rung & trong san. noi toi séng tur nam 1953 toi 1956
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 Hinh chy ia/ s8n ¢6 trubc nhé clia Khoa thdug Hunt

VOi anh song sanh cua téi dén tu’' Ba Ié ngay ra truong thang Nam 1956

Toi con kiém dugc viéc lam rra chén va doi khi hau ban tai Watson Hall, m6t nha cho sinh
vién & 6 ludn chd &n udng cho ho. Viéc quan tri cdn nha va sinh vién sdng trong dé do
chinh nhém ho dam nhiém vdi su trg gilp cta ngudi quan ly song lubn tai dd. Trong trudng
hdp nay, Tién si Saalfrank, Khoa trudng Khoa Toan
hoc lam quan ly. Ngugi lam viéc toan gig duy nhut
mudén tir bén ngoai trudng dai hoc vao la nguGi ndu
bép chuyén nghiép.

Nh& moéi ngay lam hai tiéng nai do toi dugc &n ba
bita: diém tam, trua va t6i mién phi. D&i v4i mot
thanh nién xuat than tir gia dinh trung luu kha gia
bén Viét Nam ma phai di hau ban va rira chén that
khé ma mudng tugng dugc. Ngudi A chau coi viéc
lam chan tay khdng dudc trong vong. Dudi mat t6i,
do lai la diéu “dat nao thdi db.” Hién nhién la con
trai th6ng déc ti€u bang Pennsylvania cling lam lao
céng trong nhiéu dy &n xay xa 1§ trong mua he. T6i Watson Hall Student Residence
con nhd tdi cam thay e ngai méc Ién bd dong phuc do IBM tai tro xav cat
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trdng d€ hau ban cho sinh vién nam ni tai phdng &n cua Watson Hall. Nhung moi viéc d3
an bai. Vao ngay dau di lam, may ban déng nghiép cung nhau m& rong hai canh cua cla
nha bép dé dua toi ra phong &n nhu [am 1é phong ph| thuyén vay! Téi ti€p tuc lam cong
viéc do trong ba ndm ké& dé lo xong van dé &n udng ctia minh.

bucong nhién kh6ng ai dugc cho tién “tip” khi lam & d6. Doi khi t6i dugc mdi t6i ban dn cla
nhifng sinh vién hoc tiéng Phap dé€ gitup ho thuc tap. Trong nhitng dip d6 ti khong phai
hau ban hay rira chén. Thuc ra viéc rira chén bang may cung dé dang thoi. Dan may tu
dodng rlra, trang, va sdy khd chén dia. Nhiém vu cla tdi 1a sdp chén dia vao may dé& dan may
rifa xong la toi 18y ra khi da sach.

TOi con c6 thém mot viéc hau ban 8 Hogg Hall Cafeteria trong khudn vién nha trudng. Tai
day, ngoai cong viéc hau ban la chanh t6i con hoc cach chién hamburger va hot dog nira.
Toi dudc tra mot My kim mot gid cong vdi tién “tip.” Tuy vay, sinh vién khéng cho tién “tip”
nhiéu. Trong sudt thdi gian tUr 1952 dén 1956, t6i chua hé nhan dudgc tién tip nao trén 25
xu ca. Ngay nay t6i luén rdng rai trong viéc dé lai tién tip cho ngudi hau ban vi téi théng
cam vdi ho.

Trong trudng dai hoc, nhiéu gido su’ mudn sinh vién don dep nha ctra cho ho. Gido su Pascal
day tiéng Phap tra tién cho tdi d€ xtic than da vao may sudi trong nha dng. Trong thap nién
1950, nhiéu villas 6 Pennsylvania dung 10 sudi d6t bang than da dat & ting dudi. Xe giao
than da tir bén ngoai qua mét 6ng 16n chay vao quang than & ting dudi. Trach nhiém cla
tdi 1a di xuéng tirng ham lanh buét va t6i tdm trong nha dé IUa than da vao cai quang & do.
T6i con nhé trude khi xudng téi dung chiéc khdn tay mau trdng thinh hanh thdi dé dé bit
m{i lai. Xdc than xong thi phan khan ngi che mdii tré nén den xi. Toi cling chi dugc tra mot
My kim mét giG cho cong viéc cuc nhoc nay. Mdc nhién, tri gia dich thuc cua nhitng déng
luong do la da giup t6i ren luyén tanh tinh. Suy gam lai, toi s€ ludng Iu’ néu phai song lai
cac kinh nghiém dé. Tuy nhién khong phai moi cong viéc t6i lam thGi dé déu cuc nhoc va
lem lu6c ca. Ti du nhu, ¢l vai tudn, cc gido su todn cua toi dd mudn toi thé ho chdm diém
nhirng bai thi cia sinh vién.

Vao cudi tuan, mot vai gido su thué sinh vién thau thap két qua ctia nhitng thi nghiém trong
phong thr nghiém dung cho nhitng nghién ciru cta ho. T6i nhanh chdng nhan ra dudc
nhiéu sinh vién My can di Iam méi c6 thé di hoc dudc. DAy la viéc binh thudng va dang
trong chd khéng cd gi dang I&y lam hd then nhu thudng nghi bén phuong Déng. Nan giai
chinh cho tdi la van dé thdi gian. TGi lubn bi gidng co gilia viéc hoc va viéc lam. Hai nién
hoc dau la ca mét thir thach déi véi toi. Toi phai bd ra nhiéu thdi giG hoc thém Anh van,
lam bai cho céc 18p Engineering trong khi can di Iam kiém du tién dé€ cé thé gia han chiéu
khan sinh vién cho nam k€ ti€p.

NGi vé nhitng thir thach trong I8p hoc, toi thay riéng dGi vdi tbi, cac thuc tap trong ph(‘)ng
thi nghiém té ra kho khan han la doéi vai nerng ban déng I6p ngu‘dl My. Nguyén nhan cd
thé ho da sanh trudng trong mot x& héi may méc nhiéu hon chéng? O Hoa ky, nhitng thanh
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thi€u nién dudi hai muci da quen viéc lai va bao tri xe hagi cua ho roi. Bén Viét Nam, chuyén
nay hiém hoi hgn. Ciing trong trang thai dy, nhiéu sinh vién sdng gan gi véi may méc va
dung cu dung trong cac trang trai. RO rang dgi song hang ngay da cho ho Igi thé trong
phong thi nghiém. D€ trir bi t8i da su’ khac biét nay gilra tdi va cac ban clng I8p, tdi ran di
thdm cang nhiéu hang xudng cang tot.

HOm nay, t6i khong khoi thay ngd ngang va than phuc trudc cac budc tién vé khoa hoc va
ky thuat cua thé gidi trong qua nira thé ky qua. Vao nhitng thap nién 1950, cac sinh vién
Engineering dung nhirng thudc tinh toan “slide-rule” lam bang tre va plastic. Thai toi khdng
c6 computer, may tinh bo tui, iPads, hay tablets nhu bay gi@. ThuGc slide-rule dung trong
cac toan nhan hay chia, ham s6 nhu can so, logarithms va lugng giac hoc. Moi ngay, toi di
chuyén tir 18p nay qua 18p khac bén hdng deo liing 18ng mdt bao da dung thudc slide rule
dai khoang 25 cm tréng nhu nhitng khi giGi vay. Dung cu nay con dugc sir dung trong hai
thap nién 1950 va 1960 cho t&i khi may tinh bo tudi ra ddi khién céac slide rule trg thanh 16i
thdi trong thap nién 1970.
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Thuoc slide rule dai 25 cm vdi bao da

Preston va toi dang lam bai, Easton Hall 1953
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Viéc co tién dé trang trai tién hoc cho ndm tdi khéng phai la déng luc duy nhit khién toi
ndp dan xin hoc bdng. Toi cling can ¢ diém cao. Ngoai viéc cé diém dau cho cac I3p tiéng
Anh, tdi con can 18y diém cao cho cdc mdn toan, hda hoc va vét ly nita. Hé théng gido duc
bén Hoa Ky hoan toan khac la vdi nhirng gi tdi quen biét truGc d6 nhung t6i cang ngay cang
nhan thdy dugc nhitng uu di€ém cla nd. Trudc hét, méi quan hé gitfa gido su’ va sinh vién
cdi ma& nén co dudgc su' trao di y kién lién tuc va dé dang giira ddi bén. Thém nita, thay vi
chi thi vao cudi nam nhu & bén Viét Nam, sinh vién bén nay thi nhiéu l[an quanh nam. Téi
thich cach thi nay vi né cho phép toi chia déu thai gian hoc ra trong ca nién hoc ch(r khong
phai hoc thi rdt vao cu6i nam. Ngoai ra, toi cling thich cach trudng dai hoc ton trong nhan
phdm cua sinh vién trong lic d6i x&r véi ho. Ngudi My goi cai do 1a “honor system.” Nh& do
ngudi sinh vién hoc dugc dirc tinh tuw minh Ianh nhan trach nhiém cho viéc minh lam ch(r
khong bi ai ép budc ca.

Nhitng ngay dau cua toi tai Lafayette gap nhiéu chong gai. Tuy vay nhu mot miéng thép
dugc rén thanh cdy bao kiém, ti trg thanh con ngusi cuong nghi va sdc bén hon khi d6i
pho véi thir thach. Pucng nhién, nhiéu Ilc tdm tu toi cling bi ddn vat bdi ndi nhé nha, nhé
gia dinh than yéu. Toi c6 cam tudng nhu ho xa cach t6i ca triéu dam vay! Toi sao quén
dugdc nhitng dém mua ngdi nhin qua clra s6 clia can phong & Easton Hall dé rdi nho |& trong
am tham. Nhung sau dé tdi lai tu nhu la minh can san sang tra gia dat dé dé dat dugc su
day du tai chanh va tranh bi that bai. T6i nhan ra dugc la khong c6 gi hen ha trong céng
viéc tay chan hay hau ban ca. Moi khi cé ai d€ lai cho téi déng “dime” hay “quarter,” hai
mugi lam xu, t6i thay dé la cach tudng thudng xrng dang cho cong viéc t6i lam chlr khong
phai la mot bd thi tir cac ban sinh vién cua toi tai trudng Lafayette. Toi da hoc dudc gia tri
clia dong tién dén tir mo hoi nudc mat cla minh. DS la mot bai hoc dang nhé vé su doc lap
tai chanh va 16i s6ng “liéu com gdp mam” rat hitu ich cho t6i nhit |a khi d3 ra d&i va dang
vé huu.

Trong nhiing ndm hoc & Lafayette, t6i con kham pha ra mét diéu dang quy khac, do la kha
nang lam l&ng diu tinh than cla nhac cd dién. O trung hoc, tdi hoc dugc tlr nha tho
Lamartine quyén néng an Ui con ngudi clia Thién Nhién. Bay gi& tdi biét dugc nhac cd dién
cling co tac dung nhu vay. Trong nhifng ndm cap sach dén trudng & bén nha, t6i chua bao
gid lam quen vdi nhac cua Beethoven, Mozart, Dvorak, Tchaikovsky, va cac nhac si khac.
Ldc nay, tdi budc chan vao thé gidi &m nhac cd dién. Nhd vay téi tim dugc ngudn an Ui va
cam hiing cho tam hon. Khi vé nudc, toi dem theo may tram dia hat va mét dan may hi-fi
that tot. D6 la ky niém quy nhut cla t6i tr My quoc.

Viéc lam mua he

Toi ua thich cong viéc lam hudng dao va day bgi 16i cho cac tré em tai trai he & Naples,
Maine va di viéng tham rdng nui 8 New Hampshire.

Mot viéc lam mua hé trong phong thir nghiém cta nha trudng la san xuat khudn cat cho
viéc nghién clru cua giao su William Childs vé 10 duc.
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Lam huding dén vién & New Hampshire Day boi & Naples, Maine 1953

Ddi song xa hoi

Trong dai hoc cd nhiéu tin d6 cla cac td chifc nha thd san ldng d& d&u cac sinh vién ngoai
qudc va giup ho lam quen véi 16i séng bén My dé ho d& cam thay cé don lac 16ng nai x
ngudi. Trong ndm 1953, t6i may mén dugc nha thd Presbyterian & dudi phd gidi thiéu tdi
gia dinh Miller. Toi da la thanh vién vinh vién cua gia dinh nay. Vao nhirng dip I, ho dua
t6i di tham nhiéu nai trong nudc nhu Hershey's Chocolate World & Hershey, PA, mé6t khu
gidi tri cd ludn cdng vién Hersheypark. Ching tdi con di viéng bd bién ti€u bang New Jersey,
nli Pocono Mountains, khu giai tri Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, va ludn
ca thanh phd Nitu UdGc chi cach trudng d6 70 dam Anh.

]
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Chuyén di Florida vdi Dean va ba Hunt boi séng xa hoi tai Rutgers University 1956

156



Ch.6 - Hup Lan O Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania, USA

. Giang Sinh 1953, Rockefeller Plaza & New York City:
anh Chan va anh Mo

T6i c6 gap hai ban mdi dén tir bén nha la anh Chéan
lam viéc cho dai VOA & New York va anh Md, Téng
Giam d6c Buu Dién Sai Gon di cong tac bén My.

y
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' Néu dem so sanh thi bi€n c6 “Bong gap Tay” cua toi
| G Lycée Yersin khong sao quyét liét bang Ilc t6i hoc
“. | O Lafayette College. Khi tdi tap cach xa giao cua
| Phap tai Lycée Yersin, t6i van con s6ng bén nha
trong mot bbi canh quen thudc véi nhirng phong tuc
va lé I18i cd truyén. T6i con la mdt thanh nién tré
H thu6c mot gia dinh kha gia, song cudc sdng thoai
| mai r6i thinh thoang con dugc dip vé tham gia dinh

» = va ho hang. Ngu’dc lai, 8 Lafayette College, t6i bi
ngup lan trong cach s6ng My va phai lam hau ban hay cac viéc 13t vat nham tra tién an &
d€ hoc cho xong. Chinh tai Lafayette College tdi gdp tran chién dau tién cta minh khi “Ddng
gap Tay” trén dat My va day mdi chi la khdi dau ma thoi. Nhiéu tran chi€n khac véi nhiéu
thir thach 18n hon dang chd toi tai trudng MIT ndi tiéng & Boston, Massachusetts ...
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Chuong 7

Thar Lira O MIT

Su Séng Con Cua Ké Manh

Mua hé 1956 danh ddu mét diém méc tran day thir thach trong cudc ddi khoa bang cua toi.
Vao ndm th( tu cling 1a ndm cudi & Lafayette College ti€u bang Pennsylvania, téi ndp don
xin hoc bdng tai cac trudng vy League, tirc 1a céc trudng dai hoc cd kinh va uy tin cta MY.
Ngoai ra t6i cling cd tham du cudc thi tuyén d€ nhan hoc bong clia Tau Beta Pi (Engineering
Honorary Society). Dau dé bai thi la “The role of Union and Management in a Corporation/Vai
tro cla nghiép doan va ban quan tri trong mot cong ty.” K&t qua bat ngd cua cudc thi dugc
dang trong tG The New York Times an ban Cha Nhat ngay 3 thang 6 nam 1956 (xin xem tai
liéu phia dui) cho biét tbi 1a mot trong ndm ngudi dugc nhan hoc béng clia Tau Beta Pi dé
ti€p tuc hoc bang Master vé Ky thuat co khi tai MIT.

Tau Beta Pi

“Tau Beta Pi was founded in 1885 to mark in a fitting manner those who have conferred
honor upon their alma mater by distinguished scholarship and exemplary character as
undergraduates in the field of Engineering, or by their attainments as alumni in the field of
Engineering, and to foster a spirit of liberal culture in the Engineering colleges.”
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“Tau Beta Pi duoc thanh I3p ndm 1885 dé vinh danh mét cach thich dang nhiing ai d§ dem
vinh du’ cho truong hoc cua minh qua thanh qua hoc van va duc hanh cd nhan trong chuong
trinh hoc bang cu’ nhén mén Engineering/Ky Su, hodc qua nhiing thanh qua gat hai duoc
sau khi ra truong trong lanh vuc Engineering/Ky Su, clng nhu phat huy tinh thédn cdp tién,
cdi md trong phan khoa Engineering/Ky Su’ tai cdp dai hoc.”

Ehe New ork Times

Chu nhat, ngay 3 thang 6, 1956

? SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 1956

. Spectal to The New York Times,
Vl.etnam Student Here.' EASTON, a., June 2—A
Wins M. 1. T. Fellowship Vietnamese student at Lafa-
yvette College has won a fellow-
ship to Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, the col-
lege said this week. He is

Dieu Khuong-Huu, a senior.
He ranks first in his field of
study, although he has had to
work his way through coilege.

Fle will receive a Bachelor
of Science degree in mechani-
cal engineering at Lafayette’'s
commencement Thursday. He
won one of the five Tau Beta
Pi  Association fellowships.
. This will enable him to study
at M. I. T. for a master's de-
gree in mechanical engineer-
ing. After that he plans to
return to Vietnam to work
there.

Nien Khnano-Him
Trich dich Bao Easton Express, ngay 2 thang 6, 1956
Sinh Vién A Chau Nhan Hoc Bong P& Hoc Cao Hoc

"Mot sinh vién nguti Viét ding ddu trong nganh hoc tai Lafayette College, di duoc cdp hoc béng
cua truong Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Gido su’ Frank R. Hunt, khoa truong sinh vién vu
tai Lafayette da thong bao nhu’ vdy ngay hdm nay.

Nguoi sinh vién duoc I6nh hoc béng tén la Khuong Hiu Biéu bat ddu hoc tai Lafayette nam 1952.
Anh sé nhan lénh béng Bachelor of Science mén Ky thudt co khi trong budi Ié ra truong ngay 7
thang sau. Sinh vién ndy sé ra truong vdi hang danh du’ va sé tiép tuc hoc tai MIT dé I8y béng
Master of Science nganh Ky thudt co khi. Anh Diéu la mot trong ndm sinh vién trong nudc My duoc

18nh hoc béng nhu véy.
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Sinh vién Diéu d sua soan Ién dai hoc khi con hoc tai truong Lycée Yersin, & Da Lat bén Viét Nam
va qua My nam 1952 theo bd lugt s6°402. Anh nhén su’ tro giup trong ndm dau tu co quan U.S.
Office of Information and Educational Exchange, con chi phi di chuyén duoc dai tho bdi quy hoc
béng Fulbright.

Vi su tro gidp cua chinh phu chém dut vao cudi ndm déu & dai hoc nén anh Biéu dé phai tr lo liéu
trong nhiing nam sau do bang cdch di lam trong mua nghi hé va lam ban thoi gian trong nién hoc
thuong. Anh cling nhan duoc su'trg gidp tai chanh tu’ truong cua minh. Khi ra truong, sinh vién ndy
nam trong sé' 8% sinh vién do dau trong khda cda minh. Ngoai ra anh cling Ia thu khoa cda nhom
sinh vién ra truong vdi chuyén khoa vé ky thuat co khi.

Méc ddu viéc hoc va di Idm chiém nhiéu thi gio, sinh vién Diéu vén rét hdng hdi tham gia vao cdc
hoat dong khac J trong truong. Anh la hoi vién cua Cosmopolitan Club, International Aftairs
Association va chi nhanh sinh vién cua American Society of Mechanical Engineering. Ngoai ra, anh
Diéu con tham du nhiing thi ddu cda cac doi thé thao trong truong (intra mural sports). Anh cing
duoc bau vao Tau Beta Pj, mot hdi danh du’ vé Engineering.

Trong thoi gian & Easton, Anh ¢ di ndi chuyén vidi nhiéu t6 chuc trong ving vé nhiing kho khan
cua nguoi Viét Nam. Sau khi diu béng Master, anh Diéu du tinh sé vé lam viéc va di day mén
Engineering tai qué huong mién Nam Viét Nam.”

2011, MIT 1507 anniversary
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Cung lic dé tdi nhan dugce nhitng d@ nghi cap hoc béng tir cac trudng dai hoc nhu Cornell,
Columbia, Yale, Michigan State va Princeton dang tiép tuc hoc cao hoc. P& dugc cdng bang
vGi nhitng sinh vién da ndp don trudc do, tdi tirc khdc gdi dién tin d€ cam ta ho va td y tiéc
khdng thé nhan I3i dugc.

Pay la mot trong nhitng lic vui tuci nht trong dGi toi vi trudc d6 khong lau, toi da gap bao
gian nan khi bat dau hoc chuang trinh cr nhdn va phai vui dau trong nhiing I6p hoc Anh
van cép t6c & tiéu bang Pennsylvania. Di hoc bén My vdi von liéng chi von ven c¢b hai sinh
nglr Viét va Phap dang la mot kinh nghiém kinh hoang. Ngudc lai, phan thudng cua t6i la
dirng dau I8p nhdm chuyén khoa vé Ky thuét co khi va sau dé lai dugc hoc bdng di hoc tiép
G MIT. Qua thuc nudc My la dat clia cg hoi. Budc dudng cam go cla chuang trinh cr nhan
ddi vai ti da lui vao di vang. Cam ta Thugng D&, vdi mot hoc bdng toan phéan tdi hét con
nhu cau di lam nita ma co thé ddc toan tam tri vao viéc dén sach.

Ngay sau khi nhdn miéng “da triru” [Vao thdi dé, ngudi ta dung miéng da triru dé€ lam bang
cdp ch{r khong phai in trén gidy nhu' bay gid] tir tay Phd Tong théng Richard Nixon khi 6ng
nay dugc mdi doc bai dién van ra trudng tai Lafayette College, toi dap chuyén xe Ilra cua
Pennsylvania Railroad dé€ don vé khudn vién trudng MIT & thanh phé Cambridge. T6i khong
mudn lang phi thi gid khi ti€n budc trén hanh trinh dan t&i muc tiéu cda minh. V3&i mot tinh
than tran day phan khdi toi quyét tam I3y dugc tam bdng Master trong thdi gian ¢ quan
cap hoc béng &n dinh. Giai phap thuc tién va hitu hiéu nhit |a ghi danh tai Graduate House
clia MIT. Khdng thé bd phi gidy phit nao dé tim ngay mét cdn phong tam dugc trong thanh
ph6 xa la nay. T6i & chung mot can phong vai hai sinh vién cao hoc tén Bauer va Wilson.
Tinh bé ban la vién thudc tran an nhiém mau chéng bénh c6 don.

Cau hoi dau tién ndy ra trong dau toi 1a tai sao ngudi ta lai gdp khod khén va vat va nhu vy
dé dudc nhén vao hoc tai trudng ndy? Cau trd I8i 1a nhitng sinh vién t6t nghiép tir MIT
thudng dudc tra luong cao nhit so véi cac trudng dai hoc khac day mén Engineering. Toi
that su' lo 1ang va cam thay bi khdp bdi danh ti€ng cuia truGng. Mot trang hubng thiéu tu tin
va mdc cam tu ti bat dau xam nhap tiém

thirc t6i. Diéu gi sé xay dén néu t6i khong

hoc dugc? Né&u ti khéng hoc xong trong © &

thdi gian han dinh thi sao? Noi hoang sg vi
that bai khién cho nhiing hy sinh t6i can
lam trong nhifng ngay sap tdi tré nén dé
chiu hon. Toi phai thau ngdn thdi gian dé
lam quen va thich nghi véi ddi song dai
hoc nai day va ran hoc héi tir nhirng ban
sinh vién tdi trudc.

Cam tudng dau tién clta toi khi ti€p xuc
nha trudng that la thodi mai. Nhin qua cra
sO clia can phong toi & tai Graduate House,

"The Graduate House.”
Can phong téi & nam trén l6u ba cua ngdi nha néy
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(xin xem hinh) toi thay c6 hai tda nha phia bén kia dudng: The Kresge Auditorium va MIT
Chapel.

The Kresge Auditorium

Toa nha trong that dac biét c6 hinh thu 1/8
trdi bau bang xi-mang c6t st xay vai ky thuat
tudng méng (thin shell structure). Mai nha chi
cham mat dat tai ba ngi vdi tuGng bang ki€éng
trong. Ky thuat dung tudng méng that mdéi mé
vao thai ky dé. N6 dudc thiét ké bdi kién tric
su’ nGi danh ngudi Phan Lan Eero Saarinen va
dugc khanh thanh vao nam 1955. Ong
Saarinen vé toa nha nay cung lic véi MIT
Chapel. Mot bdi cd xanh nam gitra hai toa nha
va thudng dudgc sinh vién goi la "Kresge Oval."

Ban thd bang da cam thach trdng dugc thiét
k& dé thich hgp cho viéc hanh Ié cla nhiéu ton
gido khac nhau. N6 c6 thé dugc ha thap, tai
phéi tri va bay bién cho budi I1€ k& ti€p. Toan
thé kién tric ndy dudc xem la mot thi du tiéu
biu cho nén kién trdc thudc loai tan thdi vao

gitta thé& ky (mid-Century modern) ctia Hoa e
Ky. Nha tho truong MIT
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Stata Building Simmons Hall

Mot s toa nha khac that tuyét vGi nhu ngdi nha Dome rat nguy nga trong mét ngay dep
trdi khi nhin tir phia Memorial Drive, mot s6 building khac la mét nhu Simmons, Stata, (Xin
xem hinh phia trén.)

Viéc Giang Day Tai MIT Ra Sao?

Diéu doc dao nhut cua MIT cd 1€ & lanh vuc gido duc. Chuong trinh day hoc nai day dugc
coi nhu' la mot trong nhitng chuang trinh gay go nhung ciling ¢ hiéu qua nhut trén thé gidi.
Tat ca nhitng hoc trinh tai day déu rat khé va hoan toan méi mé véi cac sinh vién. Ho ¢
thé da nhan toan diém A tai trudng cli nhung & MIT lam dudgc diéu ndy khdng phai la dé.
Thudng 1a diém ho nhén dugc sé thap hon trudc trong 50% [an thi. Cling nhu moi ngudi,
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tdi c8 gdng thich nghi véi tiéu chudn méi & MIT va su’ doi hdi khat khe tir cac gido su. Diéu
nay da khién toi phai c6 géng dé€ phat trién kha ndng clia minh nhiéu hon. Moi ngudi déu
thdng minh va cach néi dua clia ho doi hoi ngudi nghe phai cd mot trinh do kién thirc nao
d6 dé hiéu dugc. Nhung chinh déy ciing lai 1a diéu thl vi nifa. Sinh vién than phién nhiéu
nhdt 1a bi thi€u ngu vi phai thirc thdu dém dé 1am ban véi dén sach. O MIT ¢d thé cd nhiéu
than dong nhung da s sinh vién thudc loai thong minh va cham hoc. Bugng nhién ban can
phai thudc loai hoc gidi méi dugc vao hoc & MIT nhung ban khdng can phai la nhirng bac
siéu nhan gi ca.

Khi con & Viét Nam, cai hoai bdo cua tdi la dugc hoc tai cac trudng ndi tiéng/ Grandes Ecoles
tai Paris nhu Ecole Polytechnique, Ecole Centrale, Supelec HEC (Hautes Etudes
Commerciales), ENA (Ecole Nationale d’Admlnlstratlon), ENS (Ecole Normale Supérieure),
Ecoles des Mines. Nhirng sinh vién t6t nghiép cac trudng ndy sau dé déu ndm gilt nhirng
dia vi quan trong trong chinh ph Phap va hau hét trong cac dai cong ty Phap ciing nhu
Viét Nam. Tai nhitng trudng Grandes Ecoles nay cua Phap, thong thudng chi cé nhirng sinh
vién Phap hay tur thudc dia cii cua Phap tranh dua v&i nhau ma thoi.

MIT la mot t6 chirc tdm voc qudc té. Tdi phai thi dua véi cac sinh vién xuét sdc nhit trén
toan cu. Y tudng nay dm anh toi khdng ngudi. N6 khién tbi phai ddc long phdn dau dé co
thé hién dién. Néi cach khac, toi tu ddt minh vao tdm trang cua cac luc si thi Th& Van Hoi
trong suét nhitng ndm but nghién & MIT. Cam ta Thugng D&, nhd dudc hoc béng toan phan
t6i khdi can phai lam gi ngoai viéc hoc ca. Mot lan nira, t6i lic do tu vi minh nhu mot cau
tha quan vgt cap dia phudng di dau tai US Open vay! Ti€p xuc chinh thifc dau tién cla toi
vGi MIT la khi di chon I8p va ghi danh di hoc tai phan khoa ky thuéat cg khi duoc goi la
Course 2. Cac sinh vién MIT goi chuyén khoa va I8p hoc cla ho bdng con s hay tén tdt ma
thoi. Cac phan khoa va nhitng nganh chuyén khoa dugc cho nhitng con s6 dua theo thir tu
ngay thang dugc thanh 1ap. Chdng han nhu Civil and Environmental Engineering co tén la
Course I, trong khi Nuclear Science & Engineering dudc kéu la Course XXII. Nhirng sinh vién
chuyén mon vé Electrical Engineering va Computer Science, phan khoa dong ngugi hoc
nht, dudc goi chung la "Course VI." Cac sinh vién thudng ghép con s6 ciia mén hoc trong
phén khoa ctia ho véi con s& danh cho I8p hoc dé€ chi dinh nganh hoc. Mén hoc ma nhiéu
dai hoc bén My goi la "Physics 101" thi dugc goi dan gian la "8.01"” tai MIT.

DaGi vdi t6i, diu quan trong la tim nhitng mén hoc thich (*fng véi nhu cau & bén nha luc bay
gid, chang han nhu cdc moén Ventilating va Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, Internal
Combustion Engines, Foundry, ... Toi hét sic ngd ngang khi dugc cho biét cac mén dé
khong con dugdc day & MIT nira. Phong thi nghiém da thao g& va mang di cac dung cu may
mdc lién quan téi nhitng mén ndy dé thay thé vao dé bang nhithg may mdc cuc t8i tdn nhu
high tech supersonic wind tunnel, shock tubes, etc... Nhu' vay t6i chi con cach ghi danh vao
nhitng mdn hoc tan tién thay vi ¢ 16 nhu t8i mudn. Toi tu hdi lam sao cb thé ra trudng
ddng han ky day?

Vé mon ky thuat ca khi, that la mot vinh du’ cho t6i khi dugc hoc I6p Advanced Thermo-
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dynamics v3i gido su Joseph H. Keenan, mét ngudi d& ndi danh thé gidi vé nhiing sach gido
khoa vé Thermodynamics, Gas and Steam Tables. Cac tdc phdm nay thdng thudng dugc ap
dung rong rai trong viéc thiét k€ va trong cac cong trinh engineering lién quan t&i may phan
luc va rocket propulsion ciing nhu gas turbines. Ong 1a mét gido su rat dugc ua thich. LSp
hoc cla chlng t6i con may man dudc mdi tdi thdm nha 6ng & nifa. Ban lam viéc tai nha
ong nam gilra b6n blrc tudng san trdng vdi vo sG nhitng ké sach bao quanh. T6i rat ngac
nhién khi biét 6ng chi cd bang cir nhan vé Naval Architecture va Marine Engineering do
Massachusetts Institute of Technology cap vao nam 1922. Dai da s6 cac khoa trudng déu
c6 bang Ph. D. hay Sc. D. Trudng hgp ngoai 1€ chi ap dung véi cac vi nhan ma thoi. Mon
hoc ké ti€p cla toi la Advanced Refrigeration, Cryogenics vdi gido su’ Samuel C. Collins. Ong
nay dudc ca thé gidi biét tGi nhu la cha dé cia may Practical Helium Liquefiers va la ngudi
sang lap ra Cryogenic Engineering Laboratory tai MIT. Trong Thé Chién Tha Hai giao su
Collins ché ra may phat du@ng khi tinh khiét trén khong cho cac phao dai bay. Ong con
dudc biét la ngudi da cdng tac vdi mot bac si giai phau cua Veterans Hospital tai West
Roxbury, 8 ngoai & Boston - dé sang ché ra mdt may hdé hdp thu gon. May nay dugc lam
xong ndm 1964, du nho dé chd trong thiing sau mdt chiéc xe hdi.

C6 van hoc vu cla t6i gitip t6i chon xong cac modn hoc can thiét cho bang Master nhu Turbo
Machinery, Advanced Metallurgy, Hydro Power, va Pumped Storage. T6i chon viét luan an
ra trudng vdi dé tai Flame Stability at Supersonic Speed. Khi chudng trinh hoc cho Course
2 da dudc chap thuan, viéc lam k€ ti€p cua t6i that dan gian. Mot /an nida do la 10% hung
khdi va 90% dé mé héi. TOi da trai qua kinh nghiém ndy trudc dé tai Pennsylvania véi
phucng cach “ngup lan” (immersion). Lan nay day, toi cling tin la véi sy’ chdam chi di kem
v@i long ndng nhiét, kién tri, va nhan nai téi sé vugt qua nhirng ngay day thir thach sap tdi.
Céc ban trong I3p t6i dung may danh chit d€ 1am bai. Trong suét cudc ddi sinh vién cua toi,
t6i chi biét viét tay ma thoi. Va cac sinh vién & Viét Nam cling lam tucng tu nhu vay. Vé
viéc danh may luan an, Phan Khoa cua t6i da nhd mot co thu ky rat gioi tén Loulou Bernier
lam dum. MOt d6i khi hai dira chiing t6i cling co nhirng gidy phut thoai mai ban luan vé luan
an cua toi tai nha hang Du Barry French restaurant & bén kia bd Charles River.
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Nhirng ngay cdng thang trong ky thi ra trudng chdm duat khi ludn an bang Master cla toi
dudc gido su White, ngudi dG dau du an, chap thuan. Department 2 cho t6i biét t6i da hoi
du diéu kién dé€ ra trudng. Toi ¢d thé thd nhe nhdm va bay gid chi con chd ngay trong dai
dé ma thoi. Doan dudng khoa bang kéo dai trong 17 ndm day mo hdi, nudc mat, va vui
tugi da cham dut.

N6i C6 Pon Trong Ngay Ra Trudng

Ngay ra truong trén séan co trudc MIT Dome

A4 ASSACHUSETTS |/ NSTITUTE OF .| ECHNOLOGY

UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE FACULTY
HEREBY CONFERS ON

@iew eﬁewmg-é‘l)ww
THE DEGREE OF

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN RECOGNITION OF HIS PROFICIENCY IN THE GENERAL AND THE SPECIAL
STUDIES AND EXERCISES PRESCRIBED BY SAID INSTITUTE FOR SUCH DEGREE
GIVEN THIS DAY UNDER THE SEAL OF THE INSTITUTE AT BRIDGE
IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

JUNE 7, 1957

SECRETARY
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Thong thudng, ngay ra trudng phai la ngay vui tugi an mirng. Bang budn thay ngay do lai
la ngay c6 don nhit trong suét 7 ndm xa nha cua téi. Gitta mét riing sinh vién mdc ao
choang den trong budi 1€ ra trudng, tdi ngdi cd quanh mét minh dudi bau trdi xanh trudc
toa nha Killian Court Dome. T6i khdng c6 dugec mét ngudi than thudc hay mét ban cd tri dé
dén du ngay trong dai nhut trong cudc ddi di hoc cia minh. Ca ngan sinh vién di dirng lang
xdng, la ho va cuGi ndi bao vay quanh toi. Chi minh t6i la buén, thuc su’ buén ma théi. Véi
noi budn dé nang trong 1dng gitra mdt budi 1€ ddc biét nhu vy, t6i khéng thdy cd gi dang
han hoan ca. T6i ngdi mot minh giita dam déng va non nao chd dén lugt minh Ién lanh
bang. Sau dd tdi tré vé phong khéng phai d€ di du mét party vui nhdn nao ma dé sira soan
hanh trang Ién dudng di New York nhan viéc lam mdi.

Tuy nhién nhd ban chét ludn lac quan, t6i khdng phi pham thi gid dé& khoc 16¢, than than
trdch phéan trong ngay ddc biét ndy. Trong nhdy mat toi da chuyén y nghi tir u budn sang
tuai vui! Luc con hoc tai Lycée Yersin ¢ Da Lat, t6i lubn uGc ma s€ co ngay dugc xuat than
tlr trudng ndi ti€ng nht cta Phap |a Ecole Polytechnique de Paris. Bdy gi, may man thay
gidc ma dy da thanh tyu nhung con tt dep han thé nira. Trong mot thong tin méi day cua
trudng Ecole Polytechnique thi truGng nay xép hang thir 53 trén thé gidi trong khi MIT dirng
dau danh sach. Ngoai ra, sau Thé Chién Th{ Hai, Anh Ngir tur tr da tré thanh ngbn nglr
quoc té trong thé gidi cang ngay cang canh tranh ndy. Thém vao do, ngoai viéc hoc Ky
thuat co khi tai Lafayette College va MIT, t6i con virng vang dugc Anh ngir nira. Néu hoc &
Polytechnique de Paris thi ti€ng Phap sé khong tién dung cho t6i trong sinh hoat nghé nghiép
cling nhu la thang tién & Viét Nam hay trén 40 nam sau nady sinh s6ng tai Hoa Ky.

QS World University Rankings- Top 10
Bang xép hang QS 10 dai hoc dirng dau theé gigdi

Bang xép hang sau day cho thay tir 5 ndm qua, MIT ludon ding dau danh sach cac dai hoc
trén thé gidi. Ngoai ra, theo bang xép hang 2016, trong danh sach «top 10» cua thé gigi thi
cd 5 dai hoc My, 4 dai hoc Anh va 1 dai hoc Thuy Si. NuGc Phép, tuy c¢é truyén thdng ndi
ti€ng vai nhiing «grandes écoles», nhung ciing chi chi€ém vj tri khiém tn (33: Ecole normale
supérieure; 53 : Ecole Polytechnique de Paris)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Institution
B= Massachusetts Institute of
1 1 1 1 1
Technology
™= Harvard University 3 2 4 2 3
®= Stanford University 15 7 7 3 2
= University of Cambridge 2 3 2 3 4
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2012 2013 2014 2015

Institution
®= California Institute of 10 10 3 5
Technology
= University of Oxford 5 6 5 6
Si= University College London 4 4 5 7
gf=Imperial College London 6 5 2 8
Elswiss Fec_leral _Institute of 13 12 12 9
Technology in Zurich
== University of Chicago 8 9 11 10
Xx kK
B D Ecole Normale Supérieure 34 28 24 23
0 M Ecole Polytechnique Paris 41 41 35 40

2016

W O NGO U

33
53

- Theo Wikepedia (List of Nobel Laureates by University Affiliation), MIT dirng hang

5 trong sO0 cac dai hoc trén thé gidi dudc Giai Nobel (2015)
1- Harvard University : 157

2- Columbia Universty : 104

3- University of Cambridge , UK : 91

4- University of Chicago : 91

5- MIT : 85

6- University of California, Berkeley : 72
7- Univesity of Oxford , UK : 64

8- Stanford University : 60

O- Yale University : 52

10-  Université de Paris : 51

- Theo World Atlas (2015), 10 quoc gia di’ng dau cé giai Nobel nhu sau :
Hoa Ky : 353 ; Anh : 125 ; Blrc : 105 ; Phap : 61 ; Thuy pién : 30
Thuy Si: 25 ; Nhut: 24 ; Canada: 23; Nga: 23; Ao : 21

Tai Sao Trudng MIT Xuat Sac Nhu Vay?
- Mot Ngan Sach Hung Manh “Operating Expenditures ”
* Fiscal Year 2015 (in million)
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44.6%
Sponsored
research
51,386.3

0.5%

26.1%
Instruction and
unsponsored
research
$811.5

-

24.5%
~~ General and
administrative

MIT &lumni $763.7
Association
4.3%
$15.5 Auxiliary enterprises
$134.1
*Figures are rounded
- Tién 1am “research” trén 2 ti dollars méi nam!
Operating Revenues
(in Millions)* Fiscal Year 2015
Total: $3,290.8
1%
Research revenues—
Singapore-MIT Alliance for
Research and Technology
$31.7 |
20.4%

26.7%
Research revenues—
Lincoln Laboratory

11.2% |

Other operations
revenues
$368.3

*Figures are rounded

Investment return
" to operations

$671.4
H879.3 e
10.1%
Tuition, net of
T discount
20.2% 3318
Research
revenues— 6.7%
Campus —._ Gifts and bequests
+665.6 for operations
4221.8
~ 3.7%

Auxiliary enterprises
$120.9
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HGi tudng lai trudng MIT cach day sdu thdp nién t6i mudn tim hi€u ly do ndo da khién
trudng cili cla toi tré thanh dai hoc dirng dau thé€ gidi nhu' vay. Trong hién tai, cé hon 700
xi nghiép cong tac véi ban giang huan va sinh vién cua truéng trong cac chuadng trinh quy
mo hay gi6i han hon. Trong s8 cac xi nghiép ndy cé nhitng t6 chlic dirng ddu véi tam cd
qudc t€ nhu BAE, BP, Du Pont, ENI, Ford Motor, Google, Intel, Lockheed Martin, Novartis,
Quanta Computer, Raytheon, Samsung, Sanofi, Shell, Siemens, Total, ... Cong cu6c nghién
cltu dugc ho trg bdi cac nganh ky nghé Ién tdi 133 triéu My kim trong tai khda 2012 va
tuagng duong vGi 20% ngan sach nghién clu 665 triéu cia MIT. Theo tai liéu cia National
Science Foundation, MIT d'ng dau vé hoat ddng nghién clru va phat trién dugc tai trg bdi
k¥ nghé cling nhu' vé chi phi phat trién trong cac dai hoc. M6t trudng cd tén tudi va chiu chi
nhiéu nhat cho viéc nghién ciu va phat trién nhu vay duang nhién sé thu hdt dugce nhirng
tai nang uu hang cua thé gidi. Ké giau cang giau thém, ké manh cang manh thém la nhu
vay. Toi rat han hoan thay dudc trong ddi t6i nhiéu cuu dong mon 10i lac nhu Kofi Annan,
Benjamin Netayahu, Ben Barnake, Alfred Sloan, Paul Krugman, Joseph Stiglitz, George
Shultz, Mario Draghi, Nicholas Negroponte, IM Pei, Lawrence Summers, John Sununu, ...

Tom Lu'gc Cuoc Hanh Trinh Dgi Sinh Vién Caa Toi

MIT truGng “engineering” cao nhutt thé gidi da dong vai tro quan trong trong ddi toi. Viéc
hoc xong bang Master vé Ky su’ Co Khi tai trutng ndy dd danh dau ngay keét thuc cudc doi
sinh vién cling nhu doan dudng khoa bang cua t6i. On nhd lai tir thud la hoc sinh bac trung
hoc dé nhut cap & College Le Myre de Vilers My Tho cho dén khi tét nghiép MIT, t6i da gdp
nhiéu gian nan va moi lan nhu vay, toi da dung nghi luc va tam tri “10% inspiration and
90% perspiration” d€ vugt qua va cling nhd vay, toi da dat dugc nhirng thanh qua dang ké.

Trudc hét van béng dau tién trong doi toi, bang Thanh Chung, tiéng Phap la “Dipléme
d’Etudes Primaires Supérieures Indochinoises (DEPSI)” la bang Trung hoc dé nhitt cap, toi
da dau tha khoa véi «Mention Bien», diéu hiém cd trong hé thong thi cr dudi thGi Phap
thudc. Khi hoc bac dé nhi cap & Lycée Yersin Dalat hai nam cudi toi da dat dudc phan
thudng uu ta (Prix d’Excellence) cua trudng va dau Ta Tai II Ban Toan thu khoa cling véi
«Mention Bien», diéu ma trong su6t 6 nam trudc dé, khong mot thi sinh nao dat dugc. Tai
Lafayette College, Pennsylvania, mdc du bt dau véi kha ndng Anh ngii han ché va phai di
lam ngoai gid hoc, toi cling da dau thu khoa nganh Ky Su Ca Khi va nha vay toi dudc du ky
thi tuyén hoc bdng clia “Tau Beta Pi Honorary Society” dé tiép tuc hoc Master & MIT. Tau
Beta Pi c6 hoc b6ng cao quy trong nganh ky su’ danh cho nhitng sinh vién uu td, chon qua
mot ky thi tuyén va téi 1a mdt trong 5 thi sinh trdng tuyén trén toan quéc Hoa Ky. Thanh
tich nay da dugc dang trong bao New York Times ngay 3/6/1956.

Pém hdm sau ngay 18 ra trudng, tdi ngdi mdt minh trong cin phong 6n lai nhitng didu gi
da xay ra cho minh. Bao nhiéu ky niém sdng lai trong ky (c cta toi. Trudc tién toi nghi téi
hai bac sinh thanh kha kinh ctia minh, cac anh chi em, ho hang than thudc va ban bé ¢ My
Tho, roi dén thai tho du 6 Dong Bang Séng Clru Long va cudc hanh trinh dai déng dang tur
trudng ndy sang trudng khac dé két thic vao ngay Ianh bang Master ¢ MIT.
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Nhiéu ngudi ndi vai t6i la nhitng ngay cap sach tdi trudng la quang ddi dep nhirt cua ho.
Du@i khia canh nao dé thi cling ding véi toi, mot dra tré s6ng tai Dong Bang Song Cuu
Long va I8n 1én dudi thai Phap thudc nhung lai may man sinh ra trong gia dinh kha gia vdi
hai bac sinh thanh lam viéc can cu dé€ gay dung dugc nhitng doanh nghiép phat dat. Ba ma
tdi ¢8 gang hét mirc d€ dem lai cho ti su’ gido hudn t6t dep & bac ti€u va trung hoc tai tinh
nha My Tho r6i sau d6 dua toi 1én trudng hoc ndi ti€ng Lycée Yersin & Da Lat.

Mot [an nifa, do “s6 mang va dinh mang” va cling nhG cd quan USIS, t6i moc dugc dbi canh
dé thuc hién chuyén bay clia dai bang tir D6ng Bang S6ng Clrtu Long tdi Massachusetts, Hoa
Ky. Tom lai, t6i da trai qua nhirng kinh nghiém s6ng ngoai s ma udc ciia mot cau bé ngudi
Viét déng tudi véi toi vao thap nién 1950!

Trudc khi nhap cudc vao thé gidi di lam day khoé khan va vé cdm ma cé ngudi vi von “thuong
trudng la chién trudng” & New York, toi mudn quay nhin lai toan dién vé hanh trinh day
cam go thr thach cua toi dé ti€p tuc ngay mai tréo I&n cai dinh cla ngon nli cao. Ngoai
nhitng no Iuc khéng ngirng va cac phién mudn cua to6i, doi khi con xay dén nhirng bién cd
b&t ngd ma chi ¢ thé dua vao s& mang hay dinh mang dé hiéu dugc ma thdi. T6i ludn ludn
bat dau vai su bat Igi, thua kém trong b6n chdng cla cudc chay dua marathon: tiéu hoc,
trung hoc dé nhit cap, trung hoc dé nhi cdp, va dai hoc. Cudc ddi hoc tro cla toi bat dau
tai mot ngdi trudng trong mot lang that nhd cb tén la Rach Miéu ndm phia bG bén kia cla
S6ng Clru Long gan bén “bac” My Tho. Bd la mot ng6i nha mai tranh vach go xay trén nén
dat nén. Ba ma toi thay toi khéng thé cd tuong lai tudi sang khi & lai ndi tiéu tuy ndy nén
da chuyén tdi 1én trudng ti€u hoc cdng Iap ¢ thanh phé My Tho. Téi hoc xong & day trong
am tham va quén lang. Sau dé t6i phai thi g "

tuyén dé vao trudng trung hoc dé nhat
cap ¢ My Tho. TGi di thi v&i tdm trang boi F
hdi lo sg vi néu thi rét thi t6i s& khdng thé !
ti€p tuc hoc tai mot trudng tu’ thuc & tinh |
nha dugc. Ba ma t6i da thanh cong trong
viéc thuyét phuc t6i la néu khong ran hoc,
t6i s phai don nhan mét tuang lai u téi.
O Viét Nam, ngugi co6 hoc dugc xép hang
dau trong xa hoi, k€ dén la nha nong, réi
t8i ngudi song vé tha cong, sau chot la |
thuong gia.

Nhiéu ban be va ho hang than thuéc mudn
tim hiéu vé viéc hoc van cua anh em song

sanh vi ho biét t6i c6 mét ngudi anh sanh = = o

d6i. Mot cach tom tét, toi co thé ndi ca hai [ BB (o ey
chiing t6i déu bat dau di hoc trong mot hé Ui nguit song sanh cia o7
thong gido duc thGi Phap thudc. Nhu moi e //V/]TChape/ thang séu, 1956.

da tré khac, ching téi hay quay pha va
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Ch.7 - Thir Lira O MIT

thudng danh 16n véi nhirng tré dong Ia. Khi lam tran tai trudng hoc, hai dira ching toi tu
ddng dirng vé mdt phe dé ha dich thu chung. Nh& chiding ti ludn ndm phan thdng nén sau
dé it ké nao con dam thach thirc chlng t6i nifa. Tai trudng trung hoc dé nhit cap 6 My Tho,
t0i bdt dau y thirc dugc su' can thiét hoc sao cho dudc that xuat sic. Va cling chinh y nghi
nay khién toi bén khodn suy nghi khéng hiéu vi sao mot s& ngudi da td ra thi€u hi€u biét
hay cé ac tam khi dem khoa hoc tam ly ap dung vao van dé tranh dua gilta cac tré em &
thdi budi d6. Thay ching tdi 1a anh em sanh ddi nhiéu ngudi ndi: “Vi sao hai d(ra cling cha
cling me ma d(ra hoc gioi dra hoc d& vay?” Nhiing I3i n6i dé d3 khién tdi d€ y va nghi nggi
nhiéu hon vé viéc tranh dua hay bat chudc.

Nhd vao tién tiét kiém, t6i d@ mdi ngudi anh sanh doéi vdi toi dap chiéc tau cia hang Holland
America Line sang tham MIT.

Ngdi mét minh trong cdn phong sau |é ra trudng & MIT va suy gdm vé nhirng thdng trdm
trong subt thai gian di hoc cia minh, t6i phai cong nhan rang s6 mang va dinh mang da
gilip t8i may man déu dugc bang TU Tai Phép vdi hang “binh” ding Iic d€ m& dudng cho
t6i gap ca hdi “chap canh dai bang” bay qua MY. That Ia mot diéu kho tin thdy mot cau bé
sanh ra tai Dong Bang S6ng Clru Long dau dugc bang Master vé ky thudt co khi tai mot
truGng danh ti€ng nhu MIT. Day qua that la mot phép la nhiém mau di doi véi mo hoi va
nudc mat!

Trén trang gidy nay, toi cling phai bay té long cam dn cla t6i dbi véi nguGi anh song sanh
vGi toi bdi I€ su tranh dua gilra hai anh em chdng t6i la mét yéu to tich cuc gidp téi vuan
lén va vugt qua moi trd ngai, thur thach.

Tuy nhién, tdi ludn c6 gang lam han anh t6i.
Toi rat phan khdi khi hoc & bac trung hoc dé
nh(t cap, anh song sanh cua toi chi dau hang
“th” trong khi t6i lai di’ng dau I6p va dau
hang “uu”. Tuy anh khong dau Tu Tai Phap &
Pa Lat nhung dudc gdi qua Paris hoc xong
trung hoc, roi anh cling tré thanh dugc si va
co6 thém bang thac si. Sau ndy, anh t6i lam
giam doc nghién cfu & CNRS (Centre National
de Recherche Scientifique).

Toi thd nhan téi cling c6 y ganh vdi anh khi
anh cd cubc sdng sung sudng hon & Paris vi
anh la con cua ba ma giau, trong khi ba ma
nudi cla toi khdng sao co tién gai toi qua Phap |
hoc, ndi chi viéc cho téi di My. Nhitng ngudi
nhu anh dudc goi la “dé boc diéu” trong khi
sO t6i khong biét boc diéu la gi ca. Vi vay, toi
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phai hoc cach «cay sau cudc bAm» dé vuan 1&8n. Anh da sdng bén Phap trén 60 ndm, da trd
thanh mot “Parisien” thuc thu va do d6, khéng it thi nhiéu, chdc trong tham tdm anh ciing
nhin tdi v3i cdp mat “Parisien” clia anh, bdi I& c6 mot s6 ngudi Viét s6ng 1au & Phap tu man
hay cao ngao cho rang da may man dugc hap thu nén gido duc van hda Phap «cao sang».
Nhung nghi cho cling thi séng dau quen do, toi rat sung sudng, bang long vdi cudc séng
cua t6i tai vung vinh San Francisco trén 4 thap nién qua va khong may may mudn don di
nai nao khac ca. Toi cling khdng nghi ngd gi la anh t6i cling nghi la cudc sdng & Paris that
tuyét hao vi thanh phd nay qua tuyét v@i v8i nhitng tugng dai that dep.

Quay trd vé cdn phong & MIT, tdi 8 gang nhdm mat ngu dé€ dugc khde khodn cho chuyén
di New York, “the Big Apple,” nhan viéc lam mdi.



Chuong 8

Chim Pai Bang Ha Canh

?

O “Big Apple”

Bi lam va vui choi 6 thanh phé Nitu Udc




boéng gap Tay

Niru Uéc theo dong thdi gian

A & et bt b e

“Chim Dai bang dd ha canh” khéng phai trén mat trang ma tai thanh phé Nitu Udc sau
tram dirng chan nam nam & Lafayette College va MIT. Gig day, “Bong gap Tay” tai ngay
tdm diém cla Tan Thé Gidi. Qua |a mdt co may Ién lao trong ddi tdi. TU ngay con hoc trung
hoc dudi thdi Phap thudc, tdi da tirng mo udc sé trd thanh ky su rdi lam viéc bén My dé
thau thap dugc nhiéu kinh nghiém va kién thirc chuyén mon quy bau trudc khi tré vé phuc
vu nudc nha. Giac ma cua toi da toai nguyén. Bung la ngay t6i mong udc khi tdi nhan viéc
tai N{ru Uéc.
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Ch.8 - Chim Pai Bang Ha Canh & “Big Apple”

Lower Manhattan va pha di Staten Island, Ellis Island va Tuong NI Than Tu’ Do

Khi dap chuyén bay dau tién qua Thai Binh Duong vao ndm 1952, toi khdng mudng tugng
dugc rang ndm ndm sau dod, toi lai dugc dat chan dén mot thanh phé huyén ndo va I6n
nhdt thé gidi 1a Nitu Udc. Théat [a mot su thay ddi toan dién so véi ddi séng ém dém cua toi
tai truGng Lafayette College & Pennsylvania va dGi sinh vién ban ron tai trudng MIT & thanh
phd Cambridge, Massachusetts. Néu phai so sanh thém cai khudn vién xinh dep va tram
I3ang cla Lycée Yersin tai Da Lat ndm xua vdi canh nhirng nha cao choc trdi va nhirng doan
ngudi, doan xe di chuyén tap ndp tai thanh phd dugc mang tén Ia “Big Apple” ndy thi qua
tinh la t6i da di qua nhitng chdng dudng dai va trai qua nhiéu trang huéng khac biét. TGi
dang d6i dién v3i mot su’ thay ddi to 16n. Tuy Nitu Udc ndi tiéng vdi tda nha tru sG cla Lién
Hiép Quoc, khu dau ndo tai chanh cia Wall Street, nhirng cd sd quan trong vé ngoai giao
va thuong mai thé gidi, nhung t6i lai cd cai cdm nhan dau tién Nitu Udc [a mot thanh pho
vO cam.
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Lam sao toi c6 du'gc viéc lam dau tién & Niru U6c?

Hai thang trudc ngay ra trudng & MIT, vao thang Sau ndm 1957, t6i nhan dugc blrc thu cla
cong ty EBASCO (Electric Bond And Share Company) mdi toi di phdng van & Nitu Udc. Cong
ty nay thiét k& va san xuét nha may dién ndi tiéng trén toan cu. Trong thap nién 1950, cac
ky su' 8 My cd gia nhit sau khi Lién bang S6 Viét lan dau phong dudc vé tinh Sputnik 1€n
khdng gian.

T6i rat quan tdm mudn gdy an tugng ban dau t6t trong budi phdng van nay. Lam sao tdi co
thé tra I8i nhitng ciu hdi ciia ngudi ndi chuyén véi tdi day? Sau khi d& duyét lai nhirng kién
thirc can ban vé ky thuat cia nha may dién, t6i mac bé com-lé xanh dam that dep, 4o sc
mi trang, ca vat lua do va mang doi giay danh that bong réi dap chuyén xe Ira tir Boston
di Penn Station & Niru Udc.

EBASCO da gilr cho t6i mot phong trong khach san trén dudng Broadway khong xa tru sé
cong ty 1dm. Khi gdp 6ng Metzger, “boss” tuang lai, tdi v6 ciing ngac nhién khong thdy 6ng
hoi gi vé kién thiric chuyén mén hay vé kha ndng lam viéc cua t6i, ma 6ng chi ndi vé cach
lam viéc dé c6 thé thdng tién trong cong ty va cho lam cuda tdi véi ho dugc bao dam. Ong
cling cho biét trong nhirng nam td&i, cong ty sé rat ban rdbn nhd nhu cau vé dién trén thé
gidi con tiép tuc gia tang. Sau nay toi mdi biét ong Metzger cling xuat than tr MIT nén tin
tudng vao su huén luyén cuta trudng cli ma khdng can kiém chiing kha ndng chuyén mon
clia toi nifa. Pay la su may man dau tién trong con dudng su’ nghiép cla toi.

Khéng anh cua thanh phé Niu udc
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Sau cudc phdng van, mdi uu tu clia toi 1a tim cho dugc mot chd & tai thanh phé xa la nay.
Lo sao cho dugc an cu tai thanh phé Big Apple ma t6i t6i [an dau nay khdng phai la chuyén
dé. T6i da ghi chu nhirng tiéu chuén can cd cho nai cu’ ngu mdi ctia minh:

1. Tién di tdi s& gan City Hall va Broadway.

2. Khu an toan.

3. Gan trudng dai hoc Columbia University d€ di hoc budi ti.

4, Gan dudng xe dién ngam dé tién di lam hang ngay.

5. Chét hét nhung khong kém quan trong 13 gan nha hang A déng.

Khong lau, téi da tim dugc mot can phong/studio, goc dudng Cathedral Parkway va 110t
Street gan Broadway. Ba chu nha la nguGi Do Thai ti nan Buc Quéc Xa thai Thé Chién Thur
Hai. Toi cling da an th(r tiém A doéng tén la New Asia gan dé. Tién thué nha la 100 My kim
trong khi lugng toi 1én tdi 600 My kim hang thang. Khong cé chi dang lo ngai. NGi nay tuy
nho nhan nhung dua tién nghi va tién Igi cho Iic ban dau, nhung t6i cdm thady trong trudng
hagp khan cdp s6ng noi day khdng an toan chit nao so vdi khi con & trudng ci.

Song trong mot can phong cua mot tda nha choc trdi gilta ca ngan cac toa nha choc trdi
khac khong phai la cach s6ng toi ua thich. T6i cé cam tudng nhu minh bi tu ting trong mot
l6ng chim chat chdi va bi de doa bdi th&r hdi chirng nhu bi ngdp thd. Nhin qua clra sd cin
phong tdi thdy mét clra s6 khac trén mét blrc tudng cao dbi dién chdng khac chi nhirng
phong giam tén tién t6i thay trén Tivi. Co phai day la cach s6ng clia hang triéu ngudi dan
N{u Udc khong? Nhirng diéu toi nhin thay khong gidng chit nao véi hinh anh t6i co trudc
day vé dgi song trong mot nudc md mang cao. Toi khong Idy gi lam thich thu véi nci 8 méi
nay vi nhu thi€u tinh ngudi.
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Trong ndm n3m qua, moi ngay va & khap nai téi gdp nhitng ban & cling phong, gido su,
ban lam viéc rira chén hay hau ban va ngay ca ngudi bép ndi nha anh ta. Tai Niru Udc, moi
ngay va & khap moi ndi t6i gép toan ngudi xa la ma thdi. T6i con nhd [an ti bi cim khi con
ngu trong can phong & tang thr 10 cua can cao Oc, toi bi xam chi€ém bgi mot tam trang
kh&n khd va bat an. Toi co thé qua d&i ma ca tuan sau ngudi ta méi kham pha ra cdi thi thé
cua toi.

DE dd cd dan, tbi tim nhitng ban dang séng & Nitu Uc hay |am quen véi nhitng ban mdi.
Trong bon nam di hoc & Lafayette, Pennsylvania, chi cach thanh pho t6i dang song 70 dam
Anh, t6i cd ba nguGi ban ngudi Viét lam viéc cho Voice of America (VOA) tén Chan, Quan
va Van. Gan day, con co Bui ki€n Thanh, ban hoc I8p toan cua t6i vao nam 1948 & Sai Gon.
Ldc nay anh lam viéc rat quan trong cho Quy dau tu ngoai t€ sG hiju cta chanh phu Viét
Nam & Wall Street. TUr cho tdi 1am cd thé di bd t&i van phong that dep cla anh. Budi trua,
chiing tdi thudng di &n diém sdm & phd Tau trén dudng Mott Street. Thinh thoang anh cd
khach tr bén Viét Nam qua, anh mdi toi tdi cung dung cdm vdi ho. Mot trong nhirng nhan
vat ay la anh Huynh Van Lang, Giam Doc Vién HGi Doai. Sau nay toi dugc biét anh Lang la
canh tay mat cta 6ng Ngb DBinh Nhu, vi l1anh tu dang Can Lao day quyén uy va la em clua
T6ng Théng Ngd Binh Diém.

Diéu quan trong ddi véi toi 1a san sang di lam cang sdm cang tét. Trong tuan, toi di bo tdi
tram xe dién ngam tai Cathedral Parkway va Broadway dé tdi tram & Chambers Street, ndi
trung tam thanh phg, rat gan véi sd lam. Chiéc xe chay rat nhanh nhung 6n ao. Trong gid
cao diém, cac toa xe chat nich ngudi va chi can xem ai gép doi t& bao New York Times doc
thi biét ngudi d6 dung la dan s6ng & Nitu Udc.

PE di lai nci nay can hi€u rd ban dd xe buyt va xe dién ngdm cta khu Manhattan. Bira do,
sau khi tan s@, trong chuyén xe dién ngdm vé nha, ti xudng tram 125t Street d€ dén IGp
hoc tdi tai trudng Columbia. T6i xudng nham phia nén di lac vao Harlem, khu nguGi My da
den. Trong dém khuya, tdi thdy kinh hoang va voi va quay trd lai tram xe dién ngdm dé di
ra dudng 125% Street bang clra khac. Day la mot bai hoc cho toi biét phan biét giira khu tot
va xau, an ninh va kém an ninh cta thanh phd. TU bira dé trd di, t6i hoc thudc long ban do
cua ca hai hé théng chuyén chg cong cong dang di cho ding. T6i khdng hé cd y dinh mua
xe dé lai tai day khi nghi tdi su’ khd khdn kiém dugc cho ddu xe va luu lugng xe quéa déng
dao trén dudng phd.

NGi tdm lai, khi con hoc & Lafayette College, tdi udc mong dugc thdm Nitu Udc dé€ xem
nhitng danh lam thang canh, nhung khi da cu ngu tai day, toi khdng con tha thiét nira. Toi
doén 13 cling gi6ng nhu Ba L&, Nitu USc chi la thanh phd dé tham viéng chd khdng dé 4.

Duyén may toi co viéc lam tot tai Cong ty EBASCO sau khi ra trudng. Sau nay toi
m@i biét day la viéc lam 6n hoa nhirt doi toi.

Tai sG l1am, t6i dudgc chi dinh phu trdch phan nghién clru va phat trién cac du an ciia Nam
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My. DO la phan cdn ban, nhu thiét k€, mua sam vat liéu, xay cat va khia canh turn-key cla
nha may dién.

Cong ty EBASCO da thuc hién nhirng du an nhu vay trong nhiéu
nam trén toan thé€ gidi. T6i con nhg da thay tai s& lam du an xay
nha may phat dién dau tién cho Tokyo Electric. Sau dé céng ty
Nh&t Ban ndy da sao chép lai d€ thiét Iap cac nha méy s6 2, 3,
va 4. Toi d& dung nhirng mau thiét k€ va dac diém ky thudt cd
san d€ &p dung vao nhitng du an do t6i phu trach tai nhirng dia
diém mdi. Tdi d& dam nhiém viéc xdy 2 nha may phat dién cb
cong xuat 10,000 KW, moét & Guayaquil, Ecuador va hai &
Matanzas, Cuba. Vao nam 1957, Fidel Castro con la nhan vat vo
danh.

{8 Phan thudng cho nhirng ngay lam viéc cuc nhoc cla toi ¢ N{ru
Udc la t6i cam thdy tinh than nhe nhdm va phén khéi véi niém
tin la minh da c6 dugc mot cong viéc tot. Ngam nghi lai, sau bon
: =kl thap nién 1am viéc tan tuy, tdi cd thé xac nhan nhd may man, s6

Toa nha "Transportation  Phan, hay dinh mang, téi thdy théa man nhat véi viéc lam cla

Building” trén Broadway: t6i & Nitu Udc. TGi n6i dugc cau: “That la vui khi dugc di lam nhu

van phong cua i 0 l1au  vay!” Tai sao vay? Co hai yéu to toi quan trong giai thich cam

tha 17 nhan nay: kién thi'c chuyén mon cla toi dugc gia tdng nhanh

chdng va mdi giao hdo véi cac ban ddng nghiép cla tdi that t6t dep. Ngoai ra phai ké dén

yéu t8 luang bbng cao ciing quan trong nhung néu phai chiu bét luong dé dugc lam viéc

noi day hau cd cd hoi hoc hoi thém, tdi cling san long chap nhan. Téi d& may man tim dugc
nhiéu diéu tot dep hanh phuc trong budc dau di lam viéc cua t6i 8 New York.

Thugng cap toi 1a Ong Mortimer Metzger, ltic dé khodng 50 tudi. Ong 1a ngudi k§ su bét
thiép, rat gidi va tot nghiép tor MIT. Dudi quyén Ong co gidm ddc du an tén 13 Jack
Rubinstein. T6i lam phu ta cho Jack. Hai nhan vién vé sg do thiét k& con lai trong nhom la
Mario Vitelly, ngugi My goc Y, va George Sikorsky, goc Nga di dan qua My trong Thé Chién
Th Hai. Tha ky la c6 Olga Berkov dén tir Ukraine. Ho la mot trong nhirng nhdm nguGi lam
viéc tot nhit ma toi cd cd may cong tac. Chung toi chua hé gap canh tranh gianh quyén Igi
hay xich mich vé tanh tinh bao gid ca. Chung t6i lam viéc hdng hai va vui vé vdi nhau. That
la may man khi minh cd thé vui hudng cudc ddi trong khi di [am.

Lién hé nghé nghiép gilra Jack va t6i that dac biét. Toi tinh nguyén lam nhitng bai tinh kho
khan, ti mi cho du an vi t6i mudn thau thap dugc nhiéu kinh nghiém chuyén mon. Ngugc
lai, Jack tinh tinh thodi mai, ki€ém soat lai viéc tdi lam r0i ching t6i dong ky tén dé chirng
nhan két qua. Moi ngudi trong hai ching tdi déu cd cach riéng dé tim su’ hirng thi trong
cong Viéc.

Vao gid &n trua, dé thudng cho viéc 1am siéng ndng cla tdi, Jack xung phong ké cho tdi
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nghe nhitng ciu chuyén vui nhon ludn ca nhitng chuyén tuc “hap dan” nira. Sau bao nhiéu
ndm cuc nhoc chi dé thiét k€ cac nha méy phét dién, Jack mudn lam viéc «ta ta» han dé xa
hai d6i chdt. Nhiéu diéu dudi mat Jack la thudng tinh, nhung vdi t6i lai rat mdi la. O chlng
tdi c6 dugc mét su’ hgp tac trao doi tuyét vai. Tdi say mé lam nhiing tinh todn vé can bang
hai nudc/steam balances va nhiu th khdc nhu mady bom, 6ng nudc/dng hai, ki€ém
soat/controls, b6 trao ddi nhiét/heat exchangers, thap lam ngudi/cooling towers, ... trong
moi du an nha may phat dién. Jack lai va phu trach cdng viéc kiém soat va chép thuén viéc
t6i lam.

Ong ta biét toi s6ng mot minh nén thudng mai téi vé nha dng & New Jersey vao cudi tuan.
Toi cung di du lé tai nha thd Unitarian Church véi 6ng va an trua cung gia dinh 6ng. T6i
may man gap dudc ngudi ban tét. Ngoai cong viéc thich thd, chinh tinh d6ng nghiép tuong
than tucng ai vui tugi cla toi 8 EBASCO la yéu to giup t6i da vai di nhiéu trd ngai khi toi
phai s6ng trong mot thanh phd xa la nhu Ntu Udc va bat dau nghé k¥ su tai mot cudng
quoc ky nghé nhu nudc My.

Toi con hoc hoi gi thém tai cong ty quoc té EBASCO?
Ngoai yéu to ky thuat, EBASCO con gilp t6i nhirng bai hoc vé quan tri xi nghiép.

Trong thap nién 1950, cac cong ty quoc té My da chiém ngu lanh vuc dién luc tai Trung va
Nam M{. Cong ty EBASCO da ky giao kéo v8i American and Foreign Power Company dé
thiét k€, mua may, xay cat va cudi cung trao lai nhirng nha may da hoan thanh cho khach
hang cua minh theo phuang cach “turn-key.” Két qua la mot su’ hgp nhit tron ven da thanh
hinh trong lanh vuc nay khi American and Foreign Power da thanh cong trong su’ diéu hanh
va phan phai dién luc cho khach hang dia phuong. Bay qua that la mot mé hinh vé su hgp
nh(t va doc quyén tuyét doi.

Cong ty tdi lam chinh 1a ndi ly tudng dé€ hoc dudc kinh nghiém can thiét nhu lam du &n,
thanh 14p mdt nhédm chuyén vién va phac hoa hoa dé td chirc cho mdt cong ty. T6i da thich
thd thau nhan dugc nhitng kinh nghiém quy gia ay. biéu nay khién téi nhd lai cau cham
ngon tiéng Phap: “Aimer ce qu’on fait et bien faire ce qu’on aime” c6 nghia la “Khi thich
nhitrng gi minh lam thi lam khéo nhitng gi minh thich.”

Toi con hoc dudc cach thdc giao t€ t6i can thiét cho nhirng cong ty cung cap dung cu may
moc cho du’ an trong mét thi truéng nhiéu canh tranh. Ti du nhu, trong giai doan thiét ké
du an, cac dai dién ky thudt cac cong ty thudng dén thdm viéng ching tdi dé gidi thiéu
nhitng san phdm mdi nhit hodc cac may mdc hitu hiéu nhit ctia ho. Vao git trua, mot
trong nhifng viéc ho lam trong cong tac khuyén mai la mdi ching toi di an trua & trung tam
Manhattan.

On lai qué trinh su nghiép ctia minh trong bdn muci ndm qua, tdi cd thé quad quyét rang
viéc lam cua téi & Niru UGc da dem lai cho toi nhiéu man nguyén va vui thd han ca. Khong
ganh dua, khdng ti hiém, khdng ac cam hay d6i x&r bat cdng. Khac han véi thdi gian 17 nam
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tdi Iam viéc trong chinh phu & Viét Nam, mdi khi c6 chinh pht mdi la cé co hdi cho cac chinh
tri gia thay d6i nhitng ngudi I3nh dao céc co quan cdm dau trong cdng ty cdng vi quyén Igi
cua phe nhém.

Mdc du trong mot bdi canh bon chen, tranh quyén tranh chifc nhu vay trong guong may
cbng quyén & Viét Nam, nh(t la trong giai doan xao tron chinh tri va chién tranh ac liét, toi
phai noi, vdi tat ca khiém ton, la trong 12 nam phuc vu lién tuc cho chinh phu Viét Nam
Cong Hoa, téi da dem kién thirc va tdm long d€ ddng gdp tich cuc va thanh khan cho céng
cudc phat trién ky nghé va kinh té ciia Mién Nam. Lam sao tdi cd thé thuc hién dugc mot
cong trinh quan trong trong mot thdi gian lién tuc tuang doi dai nhu vay? Toi sé xin trinh
bay véi quy ban trong Chucng 13.

Bay gi¥f toi xin d€ cdp dén chuyén «rac réi cudc ddi» cua tdi & thanh phd Big Apple. D&
tranh bi c6 don véi nhitng doi héi thuGng tinh cia mot thanh nién sung sic § tudi 26 va
trudc nhirng nang con chau cua ba Eva vay quanh day hap dan nhung ciing khong kém
phan nguy hiém, tdi thdy cin tim mdt ngudi ban ddi dé 1ap gia dinh. T6i nghi 1a t6i héi du
diéu kién lo dugc viéc nay vi t6i cd mdt muc luang kha va viéc lam én dinh tai mét cong ty
qudc té ndi tiéng. CH 18 d6 1a nguyén nhén tai sao hai van dé phic tap nhu tinh duc va hén
nhan lai am anh tam tri t6i. Toi dang phai doi dién v8i mot budc ngodc to I16n va phurc tap
cla ddGi ngudi.

Toi da trai qua ndm ndm day cang thdng dudi mai nha trudng dé c6 hoc hau cé diém cao.
D06i v3i ngudi sinh vién du hoc nghéo, thir thach do la tat nhién va t6i da vuot qua. Nhung
sang dén van dé tinh duc va hon nhéan, t6i cam thay bai rbi vi toi nhu phiéu lvu vao mot
l&nh vu'c hoan toan mdi la. Lam sao tim dudc mot ngudi vo hgp véi minh & Niru Udc day?
T6i con chua tim dugc mdt cd gai ngudi Viét dé lam quen tai thanh phd Big Apple nay thi
noi chi tdi viéc lap gia dinh. Con van dé hon nhan di ching thi sao? Toi thay viéc nay day
phirc tap va bét trac. Toi da nhiéu [an vo dau bop tran va nhd lai hai trudng hdp hdn nhan
di chiing trong dai gia dinh t6i. May ra tdi cd thé rit tia kinh nghiém tir hai trudng hgp nay.

N&m 1945, ngudi anh ho téi tén 1a Nguyén Trong Danh qua Phap tiép tuc hoc Nha khoa sau
khi trudng Dai hoc Ha Noi phai ddng ctra vi chién tranh. Anh can biét tiéng Anh dé€ theo ddi
cac bai viét trén nhirng tap chi vé nha khoa ctia My. Ngugi gido su’ cia anh lai la mot phu
n{r My dén tur Chicago. RGt cudc ho da thanh vg chong song véi nhau rat hanh phuc trén
ntra thé ky. Ho an cu & thanh phd Revin, vung Ardennes nudc Phap va cé 4 ngudi con nay
da thanh dat. Toan thé gia dinh ndy da hdi nhap t6t dep vao xa hdi Phap. Ho cd thé dugc
xem nhu mot trudng hgp hon nhan di chdng thanh cong.

T6i coOn b ngudi anh ho khac tén Khuong Hitu HG rdi qué huong qua Bordeaux, Phap, vao
nhitng ndm dau cda thap nién 1940. Hoc xong y khoa, anh m& phong thir nghiém &
Villeneuve-sur-Lot va tré nén ngudi giau c6 nhat tinh. Anh két hon véi mot phu nir Phap
dep va ho co6 hai ngudi con. Cudi cung ho ly di nhau khong phai vi ly do ching toc ma vi
tinh tinh hai bén khéng hop nhau. Bay la mot trudng hgp dang budn. Ca hai cap dé déu
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song & Phap, mot nudc cd mot xa hoi cdi md va cap ti€n. Néu ho song trong mét xa hoi
Kh&ng Manh b&o thu bén Viét Nam chic han ho con gdp nhiéu van dé hon nira.

Anh chi-bdc cda téi Dr. Khuong Hitu H6 va gia dinh tai Villeneuve-sur-Lot gén Bordeaux

S6ng mot minh & Nifu Udc, toi da phai suy gam rat nhiéu va nghiém tlc vé van dé gai géc
nay. Theo toi, chuyén hdn nhan tu' nd da la mot nan dé cho cudc sdng roi. Chdc chan do la
cdi nan dé I6n nht, noi chi dén hon nhan di chdng. Tot han hét, ta nén c6 tranh gay thém
phién phlc cho minh cang nhiéu cang t6t.

Ngoai nhirng trac trd do xa hdi gay nén, con c6 nhirng di biét do hai nguGi phdi ngau mang
dén cho h6n nhan nifa. Ngudi Viét c6 cdu: “do song do bién dé do, nao ai c6 thuGc dé do
lbng ngudi.” Dem 10ng yéu thuong ngudi di chung cé thé 1a rat tha mdng va hap dan nhung
su’ quyén rii d6 ddi khi khdng di manh dé khuét phuc dugc nhirng tré ngai do cubc ddi dem
dén cho cdp uyén uadng. Chang han nhu trong cudc hdn nhan di chiing ngudi ta sé phai ddi
dau vdi nhitng khac biét van hoa, ton gido, an udng, nglra thai, day bao con cai, buén nao,
tai chanh, tinh duc, lién hé vdi dai gia dinh, vai tro gigi tinh, cach ndi chuyén, phong tuc va
truyén thdng. Cudc hén nhan di ching cd thé dé v3 vi cdp vg chdng khdng thé ddi phé véi
cac khac biét ngdn cach ho hodc khéng lam sao loai trir dugc nhirng céng thang va ky thi
do ngudi khac gay ra. Do do, nguyén tac chanh cla toi 1a khdng cd chuyén hdn nhan khi
t6i con s6ng & Nitu UGc. MOt canh bdo khac cho toi la cdu ndi clia Blaise Pascal ma nhiéu
ngudi hay nhac: “Le coeur a ses raisons que la raison ne connait pas.” hay la "Trai tim c6
nhirng ly 18 ma Iy tri khdng biét.” Tuy nhién, ti€ng sét ai tinh van cd thé danh vao tim ta.
Tiéng Phap goi la "coup de foudre!" con ti€ng Anh co vé thd mong han goi la "Love at first
sight!" nghia 13 “Yéu tir céi li€c ban dau.” Nhu vay toi can dé dat va than trong hon dé tranh
bi rai vao cai bai min nguy hiém do.
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Vui chai tai thanh phé Niru Uéc

M6t trong nhitng nai t6t nhit & Nitu USc d€ giai tri va
gap ban mdi la International House, con dugc goi la I-
House. Day la moét to chlc tu nhan, vo vu Igi cung cap

noi &n chdn & cho sinh vién cao hoc, cac hoc gia dang e e A
N n s A N \ A A ’ : - ~ ¥ AL
lam nghién c(u, thuc tap vién va thuc tdp ndi tri. I- ¥ FEEE LN

House's c6 700 ngudi cu trd. Ho theo hoc tai cac trudng ¥ N
chuyén moén hay dai hoc nam rai rac khdp ngi trong " -t SR i A
thanh phd Nifu Udc nhu Columbia University, Juilliard
School, Actors' Studio Drama School, New York
University, the Manhattan School of Music, the Union
Theological Seminary in the City of New York, the
Teachers College, the City University of New York, van
van... Khoang hai phan ba la sinh vién ngoai qudc dén
tir han 100 qudc gia, s6 con lai la nguGi My. Mot trong
nhitng Chu Tich Hoi Déng Quan Tri la cuu Téng théng
Dwight Eisenhower. Thanh [3p tir nam 1924, I-House la |
ndi xudt phat va hdi tu clia hon 65.000 cuu sinh vién &
trong han 90 ndam qua trong do cé nhiéu nhan vat 10i
lac dudc giai thudng Nobel, nhiéu chd tich héi dong
quan tri cac hiép hdi, cac 13nh dao qudc gia va qudc té. Cua vao International House

Nifu Udc 13 trung tdm v&n héa nghé thuét thé gidi. Mdi ndm, nhiéu qudc gia trén thé gidi
dua nhitng chuong trinh vén hda ddc séc nhit cla ho dén day dé€ trinh dién. Tuy it cd thoi
gig ranh rdi, téi cling c6 tham du mét s6 trinh dien cta cac doan van héa kich nghé noi
ti€ng va tham viéng mot s6 danh lam thang canh nhu chuong trinh 1€ Gidang Sanh & Radio
City Music Hall, doan vii nhay cao Moiseyev tir Mac Tu Khoa dén, London Royal Ballet, Tokyo
Taiko Drum Music, doan vii dan toc clia Yugoslavia, Tristan and Isolte tai Metropolitan Opera
House. Riéng V& nhac c6 dién, tdi c6 cd may dugc nghe dan nhac New York Philharmonic
hoa tau véi su diéu khién cua André Kostalanetz.

LB oy e

Times Square, mot khu van hoa chinh trong thanh phé
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V@ kién trdc va phong thai, Nitu Udc la thanh phé da dang, cdi hién dai pha 1an véi céi co
dai, cai dep ké bén cai xau, cai sang trong lich thiép van khdng che dau dugc nhiing nét toi
tan, ha cdp. Nhung du khen hay ché, Nifu Udc van la trung tam bac nhitt ciia Hoa Ky va
thé gidi vé gan nhu tat ca moi Ianh vuc va la moét trong nhitng thanh phd du lich dugc ua
chudng nh(t thé gidi.

Cam nhén ban dau cua tdi vé Nitu USc nhu vay c6 thé sai 1éch vi thanh phd nay qué 16n va
néu toi chi r& dugc phan dudi cta con voi thi chac t6i khong biét dugc phan dau co bd nga
VOi ra sao ca.

[}

i Méc du viéc lam va ddi séng clia
= t6i d& tuong d6i on dinh, nhung
t6i van chua ngung nghi

viéc trao do6i kién thlrc. Trong y
@8 dinh &y, t6i ghi danh di hoc ba
8 dém moi tuan trong chucng
trinh MBA & Columbia vi toi nghi
hoc trinh nay sé gilp ich cho toi
trong cong viéc quan tri xi
nghiép sau nay.

T -'{“(- ' ‘f,fr;');‘y/-;.-’\
Columbia University, noi toi hoc ba dém moi tuan
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Cao Oc nhin vao Central Park
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Canh nhin tir né¢c nha ctia Empire State Building khdng thé bé qua dugc. Central Park nam
dang sau nhirng tda nha choc trgi trong hinh. Du khach dén Nitu UGc déu Ién viéng ndc
nha clia Empire State Building tua nhu t&i Tour Eiffel khi dé€n Paris vay.

1-Empire State Building, toa nha cao nhut thé gidi tu’ 1931 tdi 1972
2- One World Trade Center cung la Freedom Tower cao nhut tai My tu 2014
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Oime Wiorkd Track: IE:11|:|.|'-. .5|.1|. Bank af America E'I'rl.-:I-_r Mew York Times
Center Tower Tower
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Giai US OPEN tai Forest Hills, Long Island, N.Y.

Trong nam 1958 t6i dudc cdi may man hiém cd di xem Poncho Gonzales dau
vGi Ken Rosewall trong giai US OPEN @& Forest Hills.
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Tuong N Thén Tu' Do

T6i dap chuyén pha tai Battery Park d€ di xem Tugng N Than Tu Do/Statue of Liberty. Vao
cudi tuén, toi thich di dao trong Central Park. Trudc tién 1a dé€ tap thé duc nhung cbt dé

quan sat cac sinh hoat clia dan cu’ & Nitu USc. Dung com trua tai boathouse |a mot cach dé
lam viéc nay.

Nha hang trong Central Park
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Cudc dua truot bang nghé thuat hang nam, Wollman Rink Central Park
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Trong mua Giang Sanh, Rockefeller Center la ngi cdng ching thich viéng thdm. Khong noi
nao cd mot cay Noel khong 16, trang hoang 16ng lay nhu & Rockefeller Center.

ROCKEFELLER
CENTER
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" ”..I LWk
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Rockefeller Center luc NOEL
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Radio City Music Hall

DPoan Rockettes tai Radio City Music Hall
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New York Natural History Museum
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Bao tang vién Guggenheim

Bao tang vién Guggenheim Museum, mot khai niém tan thoi vé kién truc

ok ERAA"

,‘h‘f il"'
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Chinatown Manhattan noi ban cd thé kéu cac mon an gidng nhu’ & Trung Hoa luc dia
néu biét cach goi.
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Nghé thuat ndu an tai Niru Udc

Vao thdi dé khdng c6 Internet va Google dé€ tim ki€m ndi &n ngon trong thanh phS BIG
APPLE. Tuy nhién, tdi cé thé dung “Yellow Pages” dé tim dugc t&t ca nhitng nai do trong
thanh phé - tir nhirng nha hang khdng sao tdi ba sao ké ca hang tram loai thirc 8n cac nudc
trén thé gidi. Tdi nhé nhit loai nha hang cd dién ban steaks clia My it thdy ngoai Hoa Ky
trong thap nién 1950. DG la tiém Red Coach trén dudng Fifth Avenue sang trong. Ngudi
quan gia dem xe cd nap bac dén nhirng ghé boc da mau do trong phong an. Tai ban, 6ng
ta cat mot miéng thit bo “Prime Rib au jus” con hong dat Ién dia ndng dm cua ban. Miéng
thit to nay choan gan hét mat dia luon. Thém vao mot cu khoai tay trét ba dut 10 va dia xa-
lach trén blue cheese |1a ban c6 dU phan &n chanh. D€ trdng miéng, ban c6 banh lam bang
pho mat/ cheese cake. Hom sau cé thé Ia mén ca sdng/ Sashimi ciia Nhat hay thit bd ddc
biét/ short rib nuéng cta Dai Han...

MINIMUM  §
CHARGE

20

AT ALL TIMES

Vao nam 1957, toi rat to mo khi nhin thdy loai may tu’ dong ban thuc an/Automat restaurant
khdng co nguoi ndu va hdu ban nay!

HG6i huong vé Viét Nam: dinh mang hay s6 mang

Cong ty EBASCO ggi t6i di Nitu USc du mot hoi nghi qubc t&€ vé Nau Cau Nang Luong bién
7rén Toan Cau tai khach san Waldorf Astoria. Tinh cd t6i dugc ngoi bén canh 6ng George
P. Case, Tong Gidam Dbc cong ty Esso Viét Nam tai Sai Gon. Vao lic dé dng vé My nghi hé
tai White Plains, New York. T6i noi véi 6ng t6i s6ng 6 Sai Gon va da xa nha dugc bay nam
roi vi ti di hoc va lam viéc tai My. Nhac téi cai tén Sai Gon lam t6i nhé nha qua. Ong Case
c6 nhd y mdi t6i dén nha clia 6ng dé chiing t6i c6 dip ndi chuyén vé nhiing thay doi & bén
nha tUr khi t6i xa lia qué huong. Ong to ra la mét con ngugi thuc long, c6i m& va c6 tam
huyét. Ong tdng t6i mot vé xe Ira khir hdi va hira s& don téi & tram White Plains. Ba Case
ndu mén cém ca ri that ngon vi 6ng Case trudc dé lam Tong Gidm DSc & An DO trudc khi
thuyén chuyén qua Viét Nam. Khi thdy mén &n A chdu nay, tdi lai bi can nhd nha trd lai va
chi mong dudc gdp lai ba ma téi cang s6m cang t6t.

Sau lan gap g& va ndi chuyén vé Viét Nam v@i 6ng Case, t6i dugc 6ng hra cho mot cong
viéc V@i chirc vu la Phu ta Giam doc Diéu Hanh tai van phong cla 6ng & Sai Gon. Ludng t6i
sé lanh cao han luang mot vi cong chifc cap giam ddc clia mét bd trong chanh phu. Toi
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nhan I3i trd vé va lam viéc & bén nha. Ong ba Case dua cho t6i mot bang liét k& nhiing
quan ao tot va thich hgp vdi khi hau & Sai Gon. Ong ciing bao trudc cho t6i biét la mot khi
da vé nudc roi, toi s& khd cd thé xin mdt chi€u khan xuét ngoai trd lai vi chanh phi muén
gilr thanh nién trong nuGc vai luat dong vién. Diéu nay cd nghia la toi nén di du lich cang
nhiéu cang tot trudc khi héi hugng va khong nén tinh t&i chuyén xuat ngoai mot khi da vé
nudc. Do dé, toi da nghién clru rat ky dé 1am sao cd thé Igi dung t6i da co hdi di thdm nhiéu
nai trén thé gidi trudc khi rgi Hoa Ky.

Chi trong vong 24 ti€ng sau khi lIap xong chuong trinh di vong quanh thé gidi trong 90 ngay
bdng may bay cla hdng Pan American Airways, t6i dd quyét dinh tir bo cong viéc tét cla
t6i 8 EBASCO. Mot khic ngodc mdi trong ddi toi da thanh hinh.
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Tai cac qudc gia Au My, du lich 1& mot tha vui gidi tri dugc moi ngudi ua thich va ao udc,
nhung la mdt th( giai tri dat tién. Cach di du lich, dia diém di du lich, s6 Ian di du lich trong
ndm con la mot loai thudc do kha ndng tai chanh, mirc d6 sang giau cia mot ngudi. Thong
thung ngudi dan phai Iam viéc nhigu ndm, cé khi suét ddi d€ danh tién khi v& huu co thé
di du lich bang may bay hay du thuyén vong quanh thé gidi. Trudng hgp cua toi, & tudi 27,
nha s6 tién tiét kiém khi lam viéc & Niru Udc, t6i mudn di du lich thé gidi cang nhiéu nai va
cang s8m trong tudi thanh xudn dé thda chi tang béng, suu tdm, mua sdm dugc nhitng do
vat quy tét trudc khi trg vé Viét Nam. Ngoai ra, khi con tré, t6i co doi dao sirc khde cb thé
chiu dung dudc nhitng mét nhoc khi di viéng nhiéu nai.

Trong chuyén du lich, téi chon di bang hdng Pan American World Airways, cong ty may bay
quoc té€ I8n nht thé gidi vao thdi dé. Ngui ban tot cla toi tén Lou Lou lam cho van phong
Pan Am nam trén dudng 5t Avenue & Nitu UGc da gitp toi 1ap cudc hanh trinh, lo liéu gilr
phong cho t6i. Toi khdi su' tir phi truGng Idlewild Airport r6i theo th(r tu phi cg sé ghé lai
Lisbon, Madrid, Nice, London, Paris, Milan, Athens, Cairo, Teheran, Bombay, New Deli,
Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, Phnom Penh dé& cudi ciing dén Sai Gon. Con nhé ndm 1952,
khi t6i qua My, phi cd da dung lai ¢ nhitng tram nghi Manila, Guam, Midway, Wake,
Honolulu, San Francisco, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, va Easton Pennsylvania. Nam 1956, toi tdi
Boston dé rdi don vé Nitu Udc vao mdt ndm sau. That 1a may mén, & tudi 27, toi da cd thé
di nguyén mdt vong quanh thé gidi ké ca cudc du hanh bdng xe haoi dai 15.000 km bén Tay
Au. T6i khong thé viéng thdm Dong Au Idc &y vi cudc chién tranh lanh va birc man sét.
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1952: Chuyén di Saigon-Manilla-Guam-Wake-Midway-Honolulu-San Francisco bang DC-68

Trén doan dudng ti Niru Udc qua Lisbon, Madrid, Nice, London t6i di mot minh, nhung khi
du ngoan Tay Au, t6i di c&m trai va 4 lai nhifng nha tu nhan hay khach san nhd cé cho &n
diém tdm (B&B), cung v8i ngudi anh sanh dbi tén Khuong Hiru Qui dén tu Ba Lé va anh
Nam Khuong Hitu Can dén tir Sai Gon. Trén dugng tGi Au Chau t6i c6 dén tham Chi Ba
Khuong Hitu Dang va anh ré cda t6i la anh Nguyen Van Khué lic d6 da vé huu tai Nice tir
nam 1950.
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Quyén sdch hudng dan du lich cia Michelin va Pan Am
T6i d& dung hai quyén sach ndy dé hoach dinh cudc hanh trinh du lich va héi huong. Ngoai

ra, trong thap nién 1950, Pan Am ciing cé phat hanh cuén The Encyclopedia of Travel, day
1.014 trang dugc xem nhu' [a cuBn cdm nang cda gidi du khach.

e

o Mor Noin

Ner Mécatermanee

b |

Ban db Au Chéu vdi Bue Man Sat

Trudc dd, téi cd hen gdp hai ngudi anh cua toi tai HOi chg Qudc té€ & Brussels vao 12 giG
trra ngay 15 thang 6 ndm 1958 ngay tai building ndi ti€ng Atomium (Xin coi hinh cla tda
nha mang tinh bi€u tugng nay). Ching téi mudn gdp nhau tai cudc trién I3m Iirng danh
Brussels vi HGi chg nay mang mot sac thai dac biét lién quan dén su kién ngudi Nga phdng
vé tinh nhan tao 1én khong gian dau tién vao ngay 4 thang 10 nam 1957 khdi dau cho cudc
chay dua chinh phuc khong gian, mét phan quan trong cta Chién Tranh Lanh. Ca thé gidi
chl y theo ddi cudc thi dua gitra Lién X6 va Hoa Ky tai HOI CHO THE GIOT EXPO 58.
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HOi Cho' Thé Gidi Brussels 58 va building Atomium

Hai 6ng anh tGi lai chi€éc xe Renault Dauphine bon ctra tir Ba Lé 1én ddn t6i. Riéng t6i sé di
tlr Luan D6n qua mang theo dung cu cdm trai, mét may quay phim 3 6ng kinh Bell Howell
16 mm va vai ngan dollars bang checks du lich.

To6i tur gid Nitu Udc vao thang Sau 1958, vai thang trudc ngay Pan Am dung phi cd phan luc
trong cac chuyén bay. Cong ty nay lan dau tién dung Boeing 707 Clipper America cho bay
thang tu Idlewild qua Paris Le Bourget vao ngay 26 thang 10, 1958. D4 la ndm danh dau
thai ky vang son cho cac chuyén bay thuong mai quéc té cung cap cac dich vu “thugng
thdng” v@i nhitng tién nghi tuyét hao. Cac may bay canh quat thGi do la Lockheed
Constellation va Douglas DC-7. V@i cac hanh trinh ngdn hon thudng dung loai may bay
Turboprop (turbine-driven propellers) Viscounts. T4t ca cac phi co kiéu dé déu khdng bay
dugc khi cé trgi tiét xau nhu may bay phan luc.

Vao nam 1958, gia mot vé may bay di vong quanh thé gidi chi danh cho mét s6 nguai giau
cd hay tai chanh thong tha. Ghé ngdi thoai mai, rong 7.5 cm t&i 15 cm han loai ghé du lich
hang thudng bay giG. Ngoai ra con c6 nhiéu ghé tréng dé& hanh khach tu do ding nira. S6
ghé€ ban dudc trén mai chuyén bay ciing thap. Cac cong ty hang khong canh tranh véi nhau
dua trén pham chét dich vu thay vi gid ca. Dy Ia thdi ky “du khach” Iam vua. Pa s6 hanh
khach thudc gidi kha gia hay trung luu. Ho an mac chinh té. Thd'c an thudc loai chon loc véi
nhirng ly chén dep d€, bat dia trdng men, va dao nia xi bac don trén ban cd trai khan dang
hoang. Tuyét ddi khdng cé dao nia bdng nhua! Cac d6 dung trén may bay dep dén dd hanh
khach mu6n mua vé lam ky niém.
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Trong cudn “DONG GAP TAY” ndy, t8i xin dua ra nhidu nhan xét c6 thé 1a binh thung dudi
mét mot ngudi My hay Au Chau nhung lai 1a méi mé cho ngudi A Dong thdi do. DGi Véi
nguGi da di du lich nhiéu va quen thudc véi nhitng nuGc téi viéng tham, ti hy vong khi doc
nhitng trang sach nay, cac vi dé van thay thd vi khi ho6i tudng lai nhiéu ky niém tuyét vai
cla minh!

May bay tét nhut cua PAN AM trong nam 1958: DC-7

May bay tir Nitu USc qua Au chau phai dirng dé do x&ng tai Gander (Newfoundland), Santa
Maria (Azores Islands) trudc khi dén Lisbon.

Lisbon

NGi dau tién chi€c may bay cla t6i dap xudng tai Cuu Thé Gidi la thanh phd Lisbon. Luc toi
con du hoc bén My, nhiéu ban cling I8p thudng ké cho nghe vé “cd quéc” clia ho vi da sb
gia dinh ho di dan tir Au Chau qua. Nhd vay, ti cd mot khai niém téng quét vé ndi chon
nhau cét run cta ho. An tugng ban dau cla téi Ia & khdp moi nai, toi déu th&y nhirng 1au
dai, tugng dai c6 kinh, nguy nga, d6 sd va oai nghi. That 1a khac xa véi mét qudc gia tré
nhu Hoa Ky khong dau thay dudc cac lau dai xua, ngoai trir mot vai lau dai dugc nhap cang
roi rap lai nhu' Hearst Castle & ti€u bang California!

Vé am thuc, diéu lam toi ngac nhién 13 théi quen &n udng tai luc dia ndy. O My, tdi thudng
dung com t6i vao 6 gid chiéu. Tai Lisbon ngudi dan an trua ca tiéng dong hod bat dau tir 1
tGi 3 gid chiu con bira com t6i thi tir 8 - 9 gi&s. Dan ching qua thuc dung nhiéu thdi gid dé
an uong. Cach thirc ngudi B6 Bao Nha nau nuéng chiu nhiéu anh hudng cua mién Dia Trung
Hai: loai xUp ca chua tén gazpacho nau vdi toi, dua leo, hanh tay, 6t va dam dugc nhiéu
ngudi ua chudng. T6i c6 ném mon qubc hon qubc tuy Bacalhau, cad udp mudi, va trong nam
cé bao nhiéu ngay thi cdé ngan ay cach nau mén nay. Vao thdi xa xua, nguGi Bo Bao Nha
hay di bat ca nay tai Newfoundland bén Gia N& Pai. Con mdt mén ngon khac nira la xic
xich chorizo, va chdc han khdng thé quén thudng thirc loai rugu thugng thidng Porto va
Madeira cla dat nudc ndy. Tai chg c3, lan dau tién toi thay dan budn doi ca trén dau dung
trong nhitng mam nhom tron. Vao nam 1958, thic an le (fast food) nhu' bén My chua xudt
hién & Au Chau hay trén thé gigi.
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Khi di b0 nai trung tam thanh phg, t6i thay nhitng lau dai va tugng dai ngoan muc (xin coi
hinh bén dudi) biéu hién cho qué kh(r huy hoang ctia x& ndy. Tdi khdng tudng tugng dugc
mot quic gia nhd nhu BS Dao Nha da cd thé 1a mot dé qubc I3n trén thé giGi c6 nhiéu
thudc dia  Chau Phi, Ba Tay, Ma cao, Timor va mét s& lanh dia khac bén An D0.

i S 27T I |
Léu dai quéc gia Ajuda Léu dai o Queluz buong nho d Lisbon
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Ch.9 - Nitu UGc-Sai Gon Trong 90 Ngay Vd&i Pan Am

B4i bién Estoril, cach Lisbon 15 km, noi tan b va gidi tri cua gidi quyén quy
va giau sang voi song bai Ion nhut Au Chéu thoi 8y.

Chuyén bay sau do6 dua toi téi Madrid.
Madrid

Quéc ky vang va do cta Tay Ban Nha dugc treo khdp noi trong thanh phd khién téi lién
tudng tdi qudc ky VN tung bay trong dip Tét bén nha ngay xua.

Quoc ky An Nam Quoc ky Tay Ban Nha

Tha dd Madrid c6 mot s6 diém tuong tu’ vai Lisbon: nhiéu tugng dai, lau dai vi dai va dung
cdm muon. Ngoai ra con co ca diéu mua flamenco day hap dan va 16i cuén.

Vién bao tang Museo del Prado Plaza Mayor duoc xdy bdi vua Philip IIT
(1598-1621)
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Loai "jambon Serrano” ndi tiéng thé gici biéu mua Flamenco

L3u dai Hoang Gia, Toa thi chanh
coénaq truona tai truna tam thanh pho, 1764

Toi sé khong sao quén dugc nhitng gian hang ban hai san c6 mén paella, tapas va nhirng
thirc an dac biét nhu “urchins,” con hao va ngao diia.

Nice

RGi Madrid, toi dap chuyén bay PAN AM tGi Nice thdm chi Ba cua t6i da vé huu s6ng tai nai
dé tir nam 1950. Chi ngac nhién khi biét t6i dang & khach san sang trong Negresco tai trung
tam thanh ph6. Thuyc ra, vi khong biét gi nén téi da giao phd cho hang hang khong gilr
phong khach san dum t6i! Thanh phd Nice cta Phap, ndi nghi mat tai bg bién tuyét dep Vi
vO sO du thuyén 1ong lay cua gidi quyén quy da gay an tugng sau dam trong toi. Tuy vay,
bai bién nadi day cd séng 18n véGi da sdi nhd chd khdng cd cat tréng nhu' & Carmel, California.
Da dén luc t6i phai thudng thirc nhitng mdn an vung Provence nhu: Ratatouille, Petits Farcis
nhoi thit bé va thit bdo bam nhd, com banh mi, va rau, Salade Nigoise cd ca cdm ngam dau
0 liu, 6t, bong va trai zucchini, va hanh tay.

204



Ch.9 - Nitu UGc-Sai Gon Trong 90 Ngay Vd&i Pan Am

4,& g - | it"x

B&i bién Cote dAzur Khdch San Negresc

LUAN PON

Ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh t6i bay qua Luan Don.
Diéu 1am tdi bat ngd 1a bira diém tam khac réat
nhiéu so v&i bén My. Thirc an dudc don ra lam
t6i choang vang! Nao la Bacon va tring hay la
"fry-up” gom nhitng lat bacon mong, tri'ng
chién, xuc xich, dau, khoai tay chién, pudding,
ca t6 mat va nam chién véi banh mi nudng, va
nudc cam vat. Ngoai ra cling thudng cé thém
" du loai gia vi nhu mUt va ketchup cung trai cay
tuagi. Theo thoi quen, ngudi Anh con udng nhiéu
ly tra hay ca phé den v&i mon "fry up” nita. That
la cd qua nhiéu chat bé va ngon miéng! Mén &n
i trua "fish and chips” vira ré, nau dan gian
Biia diém tam bén Anh nhung cling khéng kém phan hap dan.
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Tower Bridge Lé thay phién géc & Buckingham palace

To6i con nhG c6 nhd mot ngudi linh canh sat cho biét nhitng nha hang ngon nhut thi dugc
dng ta chi t&i nhitng chd khéng ban thrc an Anh. T6i doan vao nam 1958, Luan Bon con la
thanh phd ma ngudi dan van ua “Thuc &n ludc kiéu Anh.” Tuy nhién, qua thé& ky 21, nhiéu
nha hang néi tiéng nhit thé gidi lai tu tAp noi day!

BELGIUM

Cua vao World’s Fair
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Plng 12 gi¢f trua ngay 15 thang 6, 1958, tdi gdp hai anh toi tai tda nha néi ti€ng Atomium
cua Hoi Chg Qudc TE Brussels. Da bay nam réi ching t6i khong dudc thady mat nhau. Trong
niém vui, chiing téi 8n mirng budi tai ngd vai bia ndi tiéng cta Bi Qudc va nhirng mén &n
dac biét cua x{ nay.

Ca Sole Meuniére

. - - : I N
LA L |
1 < : 2o Néi cho dung,
%+ chinh ngudi Bi
CLES - da ché ra mon
¥4y ' S khoai tay chién
- tir nam 1781.

. Cuéc hop mat

f i R 22 o cla ba anh em

\ B, chung to6i tai Bi

e L nam 1958. Tu

3 : ) SRR i trdi qua phai:

\ ] Y 2 ' Toi, anh Nam
Khuang hitu Can
va ngudi anh
sanh doi Khuong
hiru Qui.
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The Cold War:
The Battle of Ideas

70a nha trién Iam cda Nga T0a nha trién Iém cua Hoa Ky

o

Phia bén trong toa nha trién Iam cda Nga

Hai tda nha ndy cd thé dudc coi nhu 1a biu tugng clia chién tranh lanh gitta Nga va My hay
it ra cling la clia cudc chay dua trén khong gian véi mot mé hinh cda vé tinh Sputnik.

.

Tham hoa & Brussels vao mua hé nam 1958 Pissing boy

Theo huyén thoai, vao ndm 1618, dra bé tinh gidc ngl vi mdt dam chdy da dung nudc tiéu
clia nd dé€ dap tét ddm chdy dé. Nhd vay nd da clru cung dién cta nha vua khoi bi thiéu rui.
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Canh di dao budi téi dé kiém tiém an tai Brussels Banh kep cua B/

Ai lai khong mudn dat chan téi mét noi mang tén la “Hanh Tinh Cua Bia/Beer Planet”? Tdi
day t6i mdi kham pha ra rang & xf ndy c6 hai nhdm dan néi hai ngdn ngii khac nhau:
Dutch-Flemish va ti€ng Phap.

Hoa Lan

Cung dién nha vua, Amsterdam
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Canh xay gio va pho mat tai Hoa Lan

Piéu 16i cudn du khach nhit trong thdi diém dé 1a nhitng canh xay gid tir thé ky 18 dugc
bao ton toan hao. Nay dugc UNESCO x€p vao loai di san thé gidi. Kinderdijk cé ti 19 canh
xay gié dugc xay tir nam 1722 téi 1761. Pay la noi tap trung s6 canh gid nhiéu nht bén
Hoa Lan.

C6 thé khdng dinh ma khong sg bi sai [Am 1& mdi ndm cd ca trdm ngan du khach do don vé
xr Hoa Lan dé chiém ngudng cac canh dong vdi nhirng tham hoa sac sG nhu trong hinh
trude khi ching bi cdt dem ban cho cac clra hang hoa hay siéu thj rai rac trén khap thé gidi.

Ngay dau lam quen véi Amsterdam va nhiing kinh rach tuyét dep noi day khién t6i c6 cam
nghi nhu’ minh dang & Venice bén Y Dai Lgi vdy. Ban cd thé di tour hay taxi bang thuyén dé
viéng thdm nhirng nci danh lam thang canh ké ludn cac vién bao tang hay phong trién 1am
nghé thuat chinh trong thanh phd. DGi khi chi tha bd trén nhitng dudng nhoé va yén tinh
chay doc theo céc kinh rach téi cling du thdy hirng thu rdi. Dién hinh 1a khu Grachtengordel
V@i v6 s6 nhitng chi€c cau xinh xan va cac ngdi nha ngd nghinh xay trong thé ky 17. Nhirng
dudng phS cb kinh xdy 400 ndm vé trudc cho phép du khach nhu téi khdm pha vd van
nhirng kién tric tuyét my, cac tiém ban do xinh xan, quan ca phé, khach san ciing nhu cac
khudn vién day mau sac.
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Vién bdo tang The Rijksmuseum, Vuon “Garden of Europe”
noi trung bay nhiéu bao vat

Kinh rach & Amsterdam

Tudng cing nén nhac lai la phan 16n dién tich cia xr Hoa Lan thap han muc nudc bién do
do phai nhGé dén nhitng hé thong dé diéu dé chong lut. T6i cd dip quan sat cong trinh xay
cat dé diéu dang né tén 13 “Delta Works.” Du’ an khéng 16 ndy dugc coi la mot trong bay Ky
Quan cta Thé Gidi.

Chuing t6i cam trai tai Groningen, Hoa Lan, 1958

T6i mang theo [éu cam trai loai mdi tir Niru Udc qua. Tai ving thap nhu Hoa Lan dat thuong
bi &m udt.
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NGi day, t6i cling hoc dudgc cach an ca trich (herring) doc ddo cua ngudi dan Hoa Lan la
nglra dau vé phia sau réi cdm con ca dang dudi dé tha vao miéng. Néu dn cach nay khong
hap dan 1am thi cling c6 thé an tirng miéng cdt nhd hay lam sandwich cé tén goi la broodje
haring.

Khi t&i Amsterdam ban con thay dan chidng ua dung xe may (danh tir tai mién Nam thdi cua
tdi, by gid goi la xe dap) dé di lai trong thanh phd. S6 lugng xe may vuct qua muc tudng
tugng. S6 xe may nhiéu hon xe hai (bay gid goi la xe 6 t6) va con nhiéu han ca dan s6 trong
thanh phd nita. Diéu ndi bat, khac hdn vdi da sd cac thanh phd bén A Chau va Au Chau,
khong ai nghi t&i viéc phai khoa xe ca.

Thuc 16ng ma ndi tdi nghi nhiéu du khach td md mudn nhin trdm qua clra s6 vao phong
khach trong nha dé biét cach dan ban x( sinh sng ra sao. Bén Hoa Lan, tdi nhan thdy da
sG cac man clra dugc kéo sang hai bén nén ngudi di ngang qua chi can thoai mai li€c mat
nhin vao phia trong ma thoi.

& \\
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Néng trai Iam pho mat
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Ba anh em ching t6i viéng thdm mdt ndng trai va dugc ngudi lam viéc noi dé mdc quan ao
cO truyén don ti€p néng hau va vén miéng vai che dé 16 ra nhiéu loai phd mat cho ching
t6i ném thr.

Khu “Binh Khang” tai day, cé du th lién quan tdi tinh duc nhu' nha diém, tiém ban dung cu
sex, vién bao tang. Nhirng gi toi dugc nghe trudc day vé khu phd nay déu dung. Cac gai
di€ém thudc moi ching toc phd trugng su’ hdap dan cda minh qua khung clra kiéng c6 réem
do. T6i thdy hang doan du khach ngudi Nhut trong tay cdm mday chup hinh d6 b xuéng tur
cac doan xe bus.

Khu Binh khang
Pan Mach

Gan day, ban Mach dugc coi la qudc gia cé cudc s6ng vui vé nhut thé giGi. Nhitng diéu toi
quan sat dugc thai d6 dén nay van con dung. Hoang gia trj vi dat nugc nay thudc mét trong
nhitng dong toc xua nhit. Moi bita, cé canh thay phién gac dién ra tai ngay khu chinh cla
cung dién nha vua 8. Blc tugng The Little Mermaid dudc tac dua theo mét truyén than
thoai clia Hans Christian Andersen da trd thanh biéu tugng dudgc tén kinh nhit cia tha dé
Copenhagen. N6 con la blc tugng dudc nhiéu ngudi chup hinh nhit cta Pan Mach.

Little Mermaid
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Cung dién Canh thay ph/én ga’c

Toi c6 dip t8i xem cung dién Amalienborg Castle, ndi cu’ ngu chinh thic cia hoang gia. Ngi
day khdng c6 hang rao hay tudng ngan dé bao vé ngudi tha 1anh quéc gia. Ping 1a ddu
hiéu cia mot xa hdi dan cha va van minh. Khap nai toi déu thdy cac cong trinh kién tric va
ky thuat dep, phai chang dé la ly do tai sao Ban Mach dugc coi la x(f s§ cilia do chai cé cac
khoi 1ap rap mang hiéu Lego

Kinh Nyhavn Léu dai Egeskov Castle nay la mot cong vién

Vuon Tivoli Gardens
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Khu Tivoli Gardens ling danh thé gigi dugc xay nam 1843 nay da tré thanh mot bao vat
qudc gia cling nhu [a mét dia diém thu hit du khach hodc cong vién giai tri tam ¢8 quoc té.
C6 thé Tivoli Gardens dugc xép hang diing dau & Au Chau nhung tdi nghi né khéng thé so

VO Disnegla,n,d hay Orlando Theme Park dugc.

Tivoli Gardens

Tivoli Gardens ban dém Toa doé chanh

Dan Ban Mach rét ton trong dGi s6ng riéng tu' cua nhau, nhit la tai cac thanh phd 16n nhu
Copenhagen. Sau chuyén viéng tham quoc gia nay, toi hoc hoi dugc mot diéu la khong dé
gi lam ngugdi ban x& mat su diém tinh cta ho. Khi ¢ ai lam ho buc minh, ho s€ ndi cho
ngudi dd biét mdt cach binh tinh va diém dam. Néu ban nghe ai phat biéu y kién thang
thén, ban khdng nén ngac nhién. Ngudi dan & day khdng cd thdi quen nédi ngot dé I8y 1ong
ngudi khac. Ngudgc lai ho tin la su thuc long la thai do tot nhdt. NEu ban héi ai cau gi thi
ban hay chd dén mot cau tra I5i thuc tinh.

Vé am thuc, t6i dugc thudng thirc nhirng mén dia phuong nhu' graviax, mén &n théng dung
cla mién Scandinavia la ca héi tuci udp mudi, thia la va dudng; mon thit vién an vdi cai
bdp ngdm dédm, khoai tdy va cu dén; banh pancake vién kiéu Pan Mach; dau Nordic
ligonberries va cloudberries.
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NA-UY

TU Pan Mach chiling toi 1&i xe 1én pha Frederikshavn dé di Oslo. & Na Uy, chlng toi 1&i xe
du ngoan kh( hdi Oslo-Bergen. Doc theo xa 10 di gilra thién nhién dé tdi Dai Tay Duang,
chiing t6i chiém nguBng dugc hang ha sa s6 cac con sudi ndm bén ndi, nhiéu vinh fjords va
céc nha thd Thién chida gido xay bdng go thudc thdi Trung cd.

Fjord Trolltunga cach Bergen 190 cdy s6 Nha tho Heddal xdy bang gé thé
ky 13 duoc tan trang

Con suéi nam bén nui
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Nha tho Borgund Stavkirke bang gé Torrfisk, cd tuoi dugc phoi khd ngoai troi

TOi nghi la nhiéu diéu toi thay dudc ¢ Na Uy 60 nam trudc dén nay~v§n con y nhu vay. Nha
thG Borgund Stavkirke tai Laerdal 1a nha thd duy nhit xay bang go ndm 1150 van con gil
dugc nguyén ven tir thdi Trung C8 tdi gid.

Tai Na Uy, c6 mot thirc an bat ngudn tir thé ky 12 va dugc nhiéu ngudi biét dén tén la
Torrfisk. D6 la mon ca cod, haddock, pollack tugi dudgc phdi khd ngoai trGi. Con th( rugu
akevitt (nudc cla su song) cling rat thanh hanh trong vung Scandinavia.

Thanh pho Bergen d& trd thanh mot di san van hoa cua dan chung Na Uy va dé duoc UNESCO ghi
vao Danh Sach Di San Cda Thé Gidl,

%

Cho ca d Bergen Canh cho troi
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Chg ca & Bergen la mot trong nhitng chg
ngoai trgi dugc nhiéu du khac téi tham viéng
nhiéu nhat khi dat chan téi Na Uy. Diéu
dugc ngudi ta wa chudng moi khi téi day 13
mua tdm ludc con ndng héi dé€ &n ngay tai
sap ban hang bén clra bién.

Thuic an ndi tiéng duoc dén ching & Bergen ua >
thich. :

THUY PIEN

Gid tur Oslo, ching t6i Ién xe hudng vé thanh phd Stockholm. Viéc dau tién ching t6i phai
lam khi qua bién gigi vao Thuy Dién 1a thay d6i tir 13i xe bén phai qua lai xe bén trai. M3i
dén ngay 3 thang 9 ndm 1967 Thuy Dién mdi ddi qua lai xe bén phai.

g A

Toa thi chanh Stockholm Léu dai Drottningholm, di san thé gidi cua UNESCO

Toa lau dai xay trong thé ky 17 nay nay dudc chon lam ndi cu’ ngu chanh thirc cia Hoang
Gia Thuy Dién.
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Vién bao tang Vasa Museum la nai chiéc tau chién Vasa dudc trung bay. Chiéc tau nay dugc
ha thdy vao ndm 1628 va dugc xem la niém hanh dién quéc gia mang y nghia lich sir cla
Hai Quan thudc D& Qudc Thuy Dién. NS chim trong chuyén hai trinh dau tién nhung dudc
VGt 1én sau do. DuGi mat dan ching xr nay, day la mot ky cong vé ky thuat I16n lao nht
cla nhan loai, hay it ra la cla thdi Trung C6.

A ;.

....

D
Y

Ngéi thénh duting xdy ném 1080
cua Thuy bién duoc viéng tham nhiéu nhat

Vién bao tang Vasa Museum

Trong chuyén viéng thdm Thuy Dién téi hoc hoi dudc vai diéu thi vi. Khi & d6 ta khéng nén
dé y dén doéi hockey chai trén béng clia Phan Lan ma phai luén luén ung hd ddi hockey cua
Thuy Dién. Day Ia chon lua an toan nhit trir khi ban mudn ¢ mdt cudc tranh ci. Dan Phan
Lan va Thuy Dién d3 chia sé vdi nhau mdt mdi lién hé lich sir 1au dai va phdc tap. Néu 1a
ngudi ngoai quéc thi khdng nén dé cap tai diéu t€ nhi nay. Ngudi Thuy Pién ham vui nhung
khong di qua trén dén doi lam phién ngudi khac. O xr sG nay ban sé khong bao gid gap
loai ngudi gay gd la I6i trong cac quan nhéu. )

T6i con hoc dugc rang nhirng biéu 16 manh bang clr chi hay diéu bd 1a cach dé lam dan ban
X buc bdi nhit. Néu ban ndi qué to dé ngudi ngdi ban bén canh nghe dugc, ban cd thé bi
khi€n trach mdt cach nhe nhang .

Vé am thuc, "Smorgasbord," ¢ nghia la mdt hinh thdc 8n theo kiéu buffet ciia ngudi Thuy
Pién. Ho don ra du loai thirc 8n khac nhau nhu hors d'oeuvre, thit lanh hay ndng, ca xéng
khoi hay ngdm dam, phd mat, xa lach, va gia vi. Mon ca trich (herring) ngdm dam dugc
trung bay ngay chinh gira. Tudng cling nén noéi thém loai tép dong co cang to (crayfish),
ca herring ngam dam, ca x6ng khéi nhu ca thu, Iuen va ca hdi la nhirng thirc an uva chudng
clia ngudi Thuy Dién.

Smorgasbord Thuc an rét hoi, cd SU/strm/n
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Théi quen an mén ca Surstromming khéi su vao thé ky 16. Mon cd trich bat tir Bién Baltic
ngdm chua |a mdt nghé thudt 8m thuc lam ngudi dan ban x{ 1an du khach phai ring minh—
Day la mot 16i an truyén thdng khong may thom tho. Thudng thi ngudi ta an mdén nay ngoai
trGi vi cai mui vira manh vira khé ngui giong nhu tréing thidi hay nuéc 6ng cong. Téi da
khdng dam mao hiém ném thir mén &n nay.

Trén chuyén pha di t&i Phan Lan, toi gap mét vi gido su’ trung hoc nguGi My da day hoc &
day hai nam va ong ta cho toi biét l1a da s6 dan nudc nay thubc giai cap thugng Iuu, cd mot
hé th6ng an sinh xa hdi dirng dau thé gidi. Néu ai ¢d y dinh cai rugu thi nén dén tham viéng
quoc gia nay, con néu udng rugu thi nén mua trir that nhiéu rugu mien thué trén dudng di
t3i Thuy Dién. Cac tram ban x&ng va tiém ban hang dia phuong bi cdm khéng dudc ban
rugu chat hay rugu manh. Nhdm muc dich kiém soat viéc udng rugu & trong nudc, chanh
phl Thuy Dién d3 thiét 1ap mot hé théng ban rugu dét tén la Systembolaget vao ndm 1955.
Céc cUra tiém nay dugc ddc quyén ban rugu 1€, dé 1a ndi duy nhit ban cé thé mua rugu
chat, rugu manh hay bia cé ndng do trén 3.5 phan tram.

O Thuy Dién khong c6 viéc tranh gianh ding trudc ngudi khdc. DU & nha buu dién, tiém
ban thudc tay, Systembolaget hay quay ban phd mat trong siéu thi, ai ai cling phai Idy mot
phiéu dgi, dirng xép hang dé€ chd tdi phién minh.

PHAN LAN

Chung t6i chon di chuyén pha 11 gid dém tir Stockholm dé tdi Turku clia Phan Lan bén bg
bién Baltic. Chuyé&n di kha thoai mai va nhiéu tién nghi.

B~ -#-rll
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Khu Chg, Toa Thi Chanh va nha tho chanh

C6 ngudi ndi cho chiing tdi hay trong thdi Thé Chién Thir Hai, ving bién nay rat nguy hiém
vi s’ cd mat cla cac tau ngam loai U2 cia Bd'c Qudc Xa. Trudc day Phan Lan thudc vé Thuy
Pién trong gan 700 ndm, tir 1150 t&i Cudc Chién Phan Lan nam 1809. Sau db, x{ ndy trd
thanh 18nh thd tu tri ciia Nga vdi danh xung |a Grand Duchy of Finland. TU ngay Phan Lan
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danh lai doc lap ndm 1917, hai nudc Phan Lan va Nga da duy tri mét mdi hgp tac song
phuong dac biét. Ching ta khéng nén so sanh Phan Lan vdi nhirng qubc gia khac nhit la
v8i Thuy Dién. Hon nita cling nén trédnh bat chuyén vdi ai bang nhitng cdu hoi nhu trudc
kia Phan Lan cé phai la mot nudc cong san nhu nudc lang giéng Nga hay khdng? So sanh
nhu vay chdng khac gi so sanh ngugdi cong gido vai ngudi tin lanh. MGi lién hé gilta Phan
Lan va Thuy Dién trén da s Ianh vuc cd phan déc biét hon so véi méi lién hé ngoai giao
clia hai quéc gia ndy véi nhitng nudc khac trén thé gidi. Tiéng Thuy Dién gilt vi tri dac biét
& Phan Lan trong khi dan Phan Lan 1a nhdm thiéu s8 16n nhat tai Thuy Dién udc lugng
khoang 675.000 ngudi.

TU Thuy Dién di vao I3nh thd Phan Lan tdi lai phai ddi sang 1&i xe bén phai. Téi ciing biét
thém la trong tiéng ndi cla dan Phan Lan, danh tir Swomi cé nghia la Phan Lan. Co6 1€ cling
vi th€ ma nhiéu dudng phé & Helsinki mang ca hai th( tén Thuy Dién va Phan Lan. Dac biét
hon nira, t6i con nhin thay nhirng tam bang dé chir: “Trudng hoc danh cho ngudi Thuy
Pién” vao ndm 1958! Tinh than dan tdc hay ky thi ?

Nha tho Ion Lutheran Tuomiokirkko 1852 Nha tho Ion Uspenski

Toi c6 dip viéng tham ngbi nha thg I8n that uy nghi Uspenski Eastern Orthodox Cathedral
tai Helsinki xay cat dé tudng niém Nga hoang Alexander II ciing la hoang dé cla Phan Lan
trong thé ky thir 19. Pay la ng6i nha thd Chinh Thong Gido I6n nhdt tai Tay Au. Nhitng co
s@ kién trdc ngoan muc & Helsinki con lam t6i th an phuc.

San van dong Olympic lau ddi va trang I€
nay dugc xay trong thap nién 1930 nhung
mai dén thap nién 1950 md&i dugc sur
dung dé t& chirc Th& Van Hdi thai dd. LG
ki€n trac trong that don gian nhung lai
hién dai. Mot phan cling nhd thiét ké kiéu
- S _ art deco. Phan con lai 1a nh& viéc sir dung
L t6i midc 8 thiéu khong gian va dutng nét
i Al ma toa nha nay cé vé nhu vua mdi dugc
xay xong. Noi nay dugc bao tri hét sic

I3 e

i (1 FFL F F’g S8 B (1. 20, Day 1a chimg o hing hbn cho

=\

T e - thdy thai d6 cia ngudi dan Phan Lan
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muon gilr gin, duy tri nhitng gi dep va hitu dung. Ngon thap
trudc kia sang ruc nhd ngon Itra thiéng ctia Thé Van Hoi nay
lai 16i cu6n dan chdng vdi nét tré trung vugt thdi gian !

Khi hdu khédc nghiét clia dat nuc khién cho rau cai va tréi cay
khdng tréng dugc trong 9 thang moi ndm nén loai thuc pham
chinh dan ching dung la cu ré (mdi dau la cu cai r6i sau nay
la khoai tay) va banh mi lam bang Ida mach mau sam. Thuc
don cta nhirng nha hang & Phan Lan thudng cd ghi loai
smorgasbord clia vung Scandinavia. Diéu kha ngd nghinh la |
chinh tai Helsinki ma ngudi ta kiém dugc nhitng tiém &n Nga |
ngon nh(t thé gidi.

= Phao dai dugc ngudi

== Thuy Dién xay trong

Phdo dai Suomenlinna

ha ban thé ky 18
trén mot s6 hon dao
nam tai hai cang cua
Helsinki, tiéu biéu
cho 16i kién truc
quan su cua Au
Chau thai do.

MARIMEKKO

i a0 )

JY w.

AN

Oiiﬂqla Ki€u mudng nia hién dai cia Phan Lan
marimekko cd nhidu déng gép cho thdi trang va kién tric
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Cong ty iittala ndi ti€ng hoan cau khai thuy 1a mdt xudng lam kiéng vao ndm 1881. Trong
thdi diém so khai cia phong trao hién dai va thuc dung thudc hai thap nién 1930 va 1940,
cdng ty Phan Lan nay bat dau phat trién, tién phong trong nganh trang hoang nha ctra, vat
dung cho phdng &n va nha bép. Nhitng san pham cla ho dem lai vé my thudt thuc dung
cho cubc séng hang ngay qua nhirng thiét k& vuat thdi gian, tinh chat hai hoa va pham chét
thugng thang trong san phdm cla ho.

Ngay nay marimekko va Oiittala 13 hai tén hiéu quen thudc véi quan chdng trén
thé gidi.

Khi con & Helsinki, toi 1am dan xin visa di viéng thdm Saint-Petersburg chi cach chd toi &
244 dam Anh. Tuy nhién, tha tuc phia chanh phu Nga doi hoi bay ngay méi lam xong. TGi
khong biét lam gi trong sudt thdi gian ndm chd & Helsinki nén quyét dinh quay tré lai Pan
Mach dé& tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh di Birc Qudc.

NUOC PUC

Vling Bavaria c6 thanh phd Munich n6i ti€ng thé gidi vé nghé thuat lam bia trong nhiéu thé
ky va vé ngay Ié 8n mirng bia nhu’ Octoberfest. Dan Birc mua bia tirng lit mét! D€ bao vé
cho su tinh khiét cta bia, luat I€ ban hanh ndm 1487 chi cho phép dung ba nguyén liéu lam
bia: nudc, lta mach, va hot bé (houblon.)

6\%\:‘;;;
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el N

Sauerkraut (Dua bap cai chua) Pickled Eisbein vdi Sauerkraut

Khéng gi tiéu bi€u cho mén &n thuén ty mién Nam D&c Qudc 1a mét banh pretze/ mém con
nong hoi vira ldy & 10 nudng ra.

Lentils und spétzle (mdn mi dién hinh mién Nam nudc Puc).
Pretzel Miinchner WeiBwurst, xuc xich mién Bavaria

Ba anh em ching t6i dugc thudng thi’c nhitng mén trén tai mot nha hang néi trén dong
sdng Rhine trong vung Cologne, udng rugu chat trang riesling tuyét vai ctia Drc.
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Quan ban bia Pschorr

Dong séng Rhine Dong séng Rhine va Moselle gap nhau & Coblentz

¥ &

Weisswurst (White German saucisse) va Riesling trén mui tau
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Dling ngdm nadi hgp luu cua hai dong séng Rhine va Moselle tai Coblentz, t6i thdy khong
udng cong di téi dd. O mai khic quanh ciia con séng Moselle toi ngd ngang thay nhirng lau
dai ¢6 kinh khéng ngirng xudt hién ra trudc mat minh.

Nha tho Ion ¢ Cologne

Thanh phé néy la ngi san xuat “Eau de Cologne” cd huong thom dac biét Irng danh thé gigi
tUr nam 1792.
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Ao QUOC

Toan canh thanh phé Salzburg vdi phao dai

Thanh phé Salzburg nai nhac si Amadeus Mozart ra ddi trong thé ky 18 ciing la nai nhiéu
Ié héi dugc td chirc quanh ndm dé 16i cudn du khach.

Nha tho' Ion St Stephen Toa thi sanh cua Vienna hay con goi la Rathaus
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70a /au dai Hofburg la cung a*/en ¢l cua hoang gia tai trung tam Vienna

Thang 9, 1958 mdt phan cla lau dai Hofburg dugc mé rong dé t6 chlrc cac hdi nghi cho
c6ng chung tham du.

1.Goldenes Dachl - dia danh ndi tiéng & Innsbruck 3. Nha hat Ion & Vienna
2.Cong vién Mozartplatz vdi buc tuong cua Mozart

Banh dac biét Apfelstrudel Wiener schnitzel (mon an dac biét thit bo to chién gion)
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Vienna cd nhiéu tugng dai va ndi tiéng vé ca phé, banh ngot ciing nhu nhiéu kién tric cd
kinh. MGi day, trong b&n ndm lién tiép, Vienna dugc bau 1a thanh phd c6 phdm chét cudc
song dirng dau thé gidi, vugt mat cac thanh phd & Thuy Si, Ban Mach, va Hoa Ky. Viéc xép
hang do cong ty tham van Mercer thuc hién. Biéu nay lam t6i ngac nhién vi toi da s6ng trén
40 nam @ San Francisco. Von c6 san “van minh dn diia” trong mau, tdi thdy thanh phd cla
tdi hdp dan han nhiéu vi nhitng ly do nhu khi hau 6n hoa, khdng khi trong lanh, nha hang
cap hang qudc té, vién bao tang, hoi chg cdng dong, I1€ hdi am nhac, gidi cé hoc dong dao,
va mot nén kinh t€ cd cong nghé cao vdi nhitng dai cong ty nhu Google, Yahoo, Facebook,
HP, Intel, Cisco, eBay, Oracle, Netflix, Apple, ...

THUY SI

DaGi Vi toi, khi mdi dat chan téi Thuy Si, t6i cd cam tudng nhu dan
+ X nay tinh tinh hién lanh nhung cé mac cam tu tén. Trong hon 675
L nam, ho da bao toan dudc nén doc lap cua dat nudc ho — mot thanh
qua khong dé 1am di vi mot qudc gia nhd ndm gilfa Chau Au. Vao nién khda 1948, khi
con hoc & Lycée Yersin Pa lat, gido su’ dia du ngudGi Phap cua toi la 6ng Convert da day toi
nhiéu diéu nhu' sy khac biét gilra 1a cd cla Thuy Si va cla Hong Thap Tu; viéc dan ching
XU ndy noi ba th(r ti€éng Dl'c, Phap va Y; SO ¢b la Iirng danh cua Thuy Si; phé mat; dong
ho6; chudng deo cho con bo; con dao canif nhiéu IuGi cla quan doéi; ken alphorn... diéu cudi
nhung khong kém phan quan trong la Gido Hoi Tin Lanh & Geneve do mot ngudi Phap tén
Jean Calvin thanh lap ndm 1536.

Gid day, khi téi x{r ndy [an dAu, tdi dudc chiém ngudng voi nudc ndi tiéng “Jet d’Eau” ndm
gitta hd Genéve cao han 150 thudc. Cai voi nuSc cao dén déi trong chuyén Pan Am di tir
Ba |& qua Milan t&i nhin thdy nd qua clra s6 ciia may bay. Trong dip di tour & Lausanne tdi
con dudc ném thir mén fondue lam vdi phd mat Thuy Si. Khi an mén nay ta ghim banh mi
dugc cdt thanh nhitng mi€ng nhdé rdi nhing vao moét nbi trang men co tén dac biét la
“caquelor’’ chira pho mat Gruyére va Emmenthaler da dugc ndu chay rbi dua Ién miéng.

Mon fondue Thuy Si Voi nudc trén hd Geneve
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LGi séng & Thuy Si, cling nhu’ phé mat cia xd nay, chiu nhiéu anh hudng cua cac nudéc lan
bang nhu Phap, Burc, Ao, va Y. Két qua la cdc mén dac san cua cac nudc lang giéng do da
bi pha ché& cho hdp véi kh&u vi clia dan ban x(. Vi phong trao du lich toan cau, ngudi Thuy
Si da dua vao nghé thudt ndu nudng ctia Tau dé ché bién ra nhitng mén 8n méi la nhung
it dung gia vi hon.

T6i nhan xét thady su phan chia giai cdp tai day khong ro rét 1dam. Thanh phan trung Iuu
ddng dao hon ca va viéc ho chuyén tir giai cip ndy qua giai cdp khac khdng méy khd khan.
Khong gi6ng nhu & Nitu Udc, viéc pho truang tién cia khong dugc khuyén khich nhung
ngugc lai ddu hiéu cua sy nghéo khd lai bi coi la déng hd then. Nhiéu ngudi hinh nhu’ muén
che ddu tinh trang giau nghéo cta minh. Trong viéc giao dich, ngudi dan ton trong sy’ nhan
ai va lé do6. Tai nhirng tiém ban hang nhd, chd va khach thudng lap di 1ap lai IGi cdm dn Vi
nhau.

- -

Nha tho Ion & Lausanne SO c0 la

S0 ¢b la dudc san xuat & Thuy Si tir thé ky thr 17. Ngudi linh Thuy Si dugc biét t&i vi tinh
than ky lut va long trung thanh cta ho. Ho con néi tiéng vé cach ding nhirng chién thuét
mdi la nhu pike square la doi ngli hinh vuong cua linh cam gido.
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buc Gido Hoang Pie XII va linh gac Thuy Si

Thdi nay, linh bao vé Plc Gido Hoang dudc goi la D6i Can Vé Thuy Si cta Bic Gido Hoang.
Ho trd déng tai thanh Vatican & Rome va nhiém vu chinh cta ho la bao vé an ninh cho Burc
Gido Hoang.

Y DAI LOT

TU x& Thuy Si tram I3ng t6i di chuyén qua mot nudc Y Dai Lgi sdng dong. Dan ching nai
day néi chuyén bang tay chan nhiéu va cudc séng clia ho c6 vé nhu dugm chét cam hirng.
Thirc an Y dudng nhu mdi goi nhiéu han. Néi vé an ninh thi khdng sao bdng & nhiing nudc
mién Bac dugc. Chinh t6i d& Ia nan nhan diéu nay. Trong lGc chon mua mdy doé ky niém, toi
kham pha minh d3 bi 18y cdp hdp qua that dep dung may cai ca vat lua vira mua & tiém bén
canh. Khi di b9, t6i thudng thay nhiing tdm bang canh cao “coi chiing ke madc tui”, mot diéu
kho tudng tugng cb thé xay ra & nhirng nudc Bac Au. Day ding la su khac biét gilra tinh
tinh dan Anglo-Saxon va ngugi dan goc Latin.

Colosseum d Rome Nha tho' lon ¢ Milan

Y Pai Lgi 1 gudc gia cd nhiéu noi dugc UNESCO liét vao danh sach nhitng di san nhiéu nhut
thé gidi. Cho nao ciling thady tac pham nghé thuét hay tugng dai my |€. Cac thanh phd nhu
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Rome, Venice va Florence lirng danh thé gidi vé nghé thuat. Rat ti€c vi thai gid han hep, toi
chi ¢ thé chon mét sé it noi dé thdm viéng ma thoi.

Phong canh chung cua thanh pho Assisi

Thanh phé Assisi la ngi chdn nhau cat rdn cda thanh St. Francis, ngudi sang 1ap dong tu
Franciscan vao nam 1208. Assisi con la thanh ph6 chi em cia San Francisco bén My.
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b wm W

Thap nghiéng Pisa Thucdn Y

Khdng nhu & nhitng x& hdi s6ng voi va, dan Y c6 phong thai ta ta va thu dan nhit 1a trong
cac bira com. T6i rat chudong mén fettuccini v8i nudc x6t va xa lach ca chua xanh vao mua
hé.

Pizza Margherita, spaghetti alla carbonara, gelato va espresso

T6i con nhd & Y, ngudi ta rat wa chon Gelato, tiramisu va nhiéu loai banh ngot khac dé &n
trdng miéng. Nghé thuét ndu nudng ctia Y chiu &nh hudng sdu ddm clia 4m thuc mién Dia
Trung Hai nén dung nhiéu mi 6ng, c3, trdi cdy va rau. Dac tinh ndi bét la su don gian va
tinh da dang.
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TRO LAI BA LE

Rot culc t6i da hoan thanh chuyén du lich nhiéu mét nhoc dai 15.000 km vong quanh Tay
Au. Vi hoi dudi sirc, téi quyét dinh “ndm nha” dé& nghi ngdi va vui thda véi “Thu B6 Anh
Sang” trudc khi dap chuyén bay Pan Am vé Sai Gon. T6i di tim vai ban cli hoc & Lycée Yersin
Pa Lat dang di hoc bén Phap lic dé. Mot trong nhitng bo teo cla t6i la anh Vinh Mau sau
nay trd thanh mot khoa hoc gia xuat sac vé nguyén tir hoc & Université de Paris. Anh dua
t6i di dung cam tai nha hang dac biét “"Au Cochon de Lait » gan nha thd I6n Notre Dame de
Paris. Cac mén an ho nau that déc sac. Vao ban dém, t6i cam thay khoan khodi di tan bd
doc theo bG sdng Seine nhin nhirng chiéc “bateaux mouches” hay ng6i bén nhifng quan ca
phé ngoai trdi va quan sat nhitng du khach mat may hdn hé dén tham Ba |é trong mua he.

Kinh D6 Anh Séng Quén ca phe trén dai 16 St Michel khu Quan‘/er Latin
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Le Louvre va "glass pyramid” gdy nhiéu tranh cai do kién truc su’ LM. Pej, MIT vé
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I
www.photospanis.it.

Pai gido duong Sacré Ceeur Arc de Triomphe

Anh sanh d6i cua t6i la Khuang Hitru Qui da sang du hoc tai Ba Lé tir nam 1951. Anh dau
xong bang dugdc si vao ndm 1956 va quyét dinh hoc thém dé 18y bang Tién si vé khoa hoc.
Anh ti€p tuc song trong can nha day du tién nghi cta chi Ba Khué trong khu Parc Montsouris.
Toi con nhé t6i no chdng t6i budc di trén mot con dudng téi nhu muc va yén tinh. Khi ching
t6i budc vao nha hang duy nhit trong khu phé thi bat ngG thay bén trong dén sang trung
va chat nich khach hang an ndi vui vé. Ngi day ho chuyén ndu mén than va ching toi trai
qua mot bira an téi khd quén. Ngay thudng chung téi dén nhirng quan ngudi Phap goi la
“bistros du coin” d€ thudng thi’c cdc moén nhu Paté de campagne, Escargots a la
Bourguignonne, Grilled steak vdi khoai tay chién va sauce Béarnaise, Cassoulet dau trang
ham v@i xuc xich, thit heo, Confit de mouton hay de canard, Magret de canard au poivre
vert, Péche Melba, Tarte aux poires uéng cung rugu Calvados.

Puong nhién chlng tdi phai 18y thuyén bateau mouche trén dong séng Seine dé di ngdm
Ba Lé ban dém. Sau khi da nghi mét, t6i Ién may bay Pan Am ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh vé
bén nha tur Paris ghé Milan, Athens, Cairo, Teheran, Bombay, New Delhi, Calcutta, Rangoon,
Bangkok, Phnom-Penh va cudi cung la Sai Gon!
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HY LAP

Di tich dé nat Parthenon

Khi t6i t&i Athens, thanh phd nay bui bam, 6n ao va ket xe nhiéu. Lic d6 ngudi Hy Lap dang
slfa sang thanh ph& dé sira soan dén tiép khach du lich dén tir b6n phucng thé gidi.

T6i mai miét ngdm nhin di tich d6 nat Parthenon dugc coi la biéu tugng 1au ddi cia C8 Hy
Lap va nén dan chu cua Athens. Ngudi ta cling xem day nhu mot trong nhirng di tich van
hdéa quan trong nh(t cta nhan loai.

Diéu nhady cb truyén cda Hy Lap bén tho than Zeus d Athens

Ngudi ban sinh vién cla t6i ¢ Lafayette tén la Tony Antonopoulos cé nhd t6i dén tham ba
me cla anh khi t6i ghé Athens. T6i dugc gap ba va ké cho ba nghe dGi sdng clia ching toi
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G Lafayette College. Ba va cd con gai dua t6i dén mot tiém an dudc ngudi dia phuong ua
chudng dé thudng th'c mén &n dia phuong nhu muc nudng va thit tritu kabab nudng.
Ngoai ra toi con dugc ném th nhitng moén dac biét khac nhu' Do/mades (1a nho don thit),
Moussaka (ca tim ndu trong ndi bang dat vdi thit triru bam, qué, rugu thit), Calamari
(khoanh mu'c 6ng tdm bét chién) hay Atapodia (bach tudc), Horiatiki (Xa lach hy lap gom:
pho mat dé, ca chua, dua leo, 6t xanh, 0liu Kalamata den va dau 0liu tugi). Toi con dugc
lam quen V@i loai rugu manh Ouzo (anis) ¢ vi h6i pha véi nudc.

Xa léch kiéu Hy Lap vdi phd mét dé Feta Thit truu nung

TOi dugc ngudi ban x(r cho biét ho thudng an thit triru tai dat lién va thit dé trén cac dao.
Ho nudng thit trén than hodc cui hdng hay chon sau dudi dat vdi than hong.

i

Bach tudc phoi ngoai troi trudc khi dem nuong Bach tudc udp

Theo lich st, nghé thuat ndu &n cta Hy Lap la cha dé cia nghé thuat ndu nugng Phuang
Tay. N6 lan di tir La M3 c6 xua t6i khdp ndi bén Au Chau va xa hon nita. Dic diém cua nghé
thuat ndy la cach ndu dan gian vdi ba chat liéu chinh "Mediterranean triad" la bot mi, dau
0-liu va rugu.

T6i 1én xe bus di Corinth d€ chiém ngudng di tich danh tiéng & d4. Tai mdt ngdi nha ths
nhd, toi ngac nhién khi dugc cho xem mét cudn Kinh Thanh da c6 cach nay han 1.000 ndm
dudc bao ton ky cang trong mét hop ki€ng. Diéu ndy co6 dugc la nhd khi hau rat tét trong
vung. Ngudi ta dem nho ra phai khd doc hai bén dudng xe chay. Toi hoc hdi dugc trong
chuyén di rdng Hy Lap la cai nbi cia nén van hda Tay Phuang va chu thuyét dan chu. Nguoi
Hy Lap xa xua ciing tao ra y niém chan thién my anh hudng xau xa dén nén nghé thuat clua
phuang Tay.
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Dén tho tai Corinth Nho khé 13u doi nhut thé gidi & Corinth

Chir Van trong van hdéa Hy Lap

i S AT (a]G:0 -{;,:
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MOt diéu mdi la nira véi toi: Chir Van trong van hda Hy Lap dong nghia vdi su’ may man va
vii tru. Vé sau nd con tugng trung cho Phat Gido. Qua may ngan ndm cua lich st loai ngudi,
nhiéu vén hda cling tdn trong va quy mén bi€u tugng nay. Trong thé ky 20, Hitler va Dic
Qudc Xa xoay ngudc chif Van cla Phat Gido d€ dung vao muc tiéu xau xa va ma quai cla
minh.
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AI CAP

Kim Tu Thap va Nhén Suythe Sphinx

Xe bus dua t6i tir khach san Cairo Nile Hilton di viéng thdm Kim Ty Thap va Nhan Su/the
Sphinx. Vao ndm 1958 rat it du khach dén tham Ai Cap. Téi lo sg bi da de khi bo theo mét
dudng ham nhd dan vao bén trong Kim Tu Thap va khong khéi bi gn én trong Iong. Sau dé
t6i thir cGi lac da ngoai sa mac va thay nd x0c han t6i tudng nhiéu.

Trén dudng trd vé khach san Hilton, mot dai ta ngudi Ai Cap la mat lién lac vdi téi. Ong noi
mdi tir B&c Kinh v& va mudn mdi tdi téi nha éng dung com dé néi chuyén nhiéu han. Chac
ong nghi toi la ngudi Hoa con t6i thi may man dugc 6ng mdi. Cai nhan MIT cla t6i deo trén
ngdn tay cd thé Ia nguyén do cla su viéc ndy. Toi tran trong 1ong hiéu khach nhiéu tinh
ngusi cla gia dinh 6ng. Ching toi di bd doc theo bg séng Nile va gdp nhitng ngudi ban bap
nuéng trén vi than giong hét nhu' & Sai Gon. Canh ndy gdi trong long t6i noi nhé nha sau
dam! T6i hom dé, 6ng than sinh cla vi dai ta dai t6i mon ca ri dai dé dudc gidi sanh an &
Cairo ua chudng. Con diéu nay nira: nguGi Ai Cap an thit chim b cau nhu nguGi minh an
thit ga hang ngay vay. Vi th€ ma t6i thdy I6ng bd cdu nam la liét trén rat nhiéu mai nha
trong thanh phd.

Chim bo cau nhoi
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Toi cling nhé Koshary dugc coi la
mot trong nhitng mén &n ndi tiéng
nhat bén Ai Cap. Mon an chay nay
cd com, spaghetti, macaroni, dau
lentil den, dau chick peas, t6i, va
dugc thém xot ca chua dam da va
hanh tay phi réc [én trén. Ban cd thé
mua mon Koshary tU nhirng sap
hang nho nam bén vé dudng hay
trong nha hang. Mot s6 tiém chi
chuyén ban mén nay ma thoi. Nhu
vay, téi nghi bat cr du khach nao
trudc khi rdi khdi Ai Cap cling phai
thr mén Koshary.

Ch.9 - N{tu UdGc-Sai Gon Trong 90 Ngay Vdi Pan Am

Sang ra, t6i mua mon fil medames tr nguoi ban hang
rong gém co banh mi, dua mon, va ca rau arugula tuoi
dé an diém tam.

b -y

Quan tai King Tut
trong bado tang vién cua Tutankhamun

Mat na bang vang Ngai vang cua Tutankhamun
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Bén trong bao tang vién & Cairo Bao tang vién Coptic d Cairo

BA TU

Ong Shah cua Ba Tu' va hoang héu Soraya, 1958

Trong ti€éng Ba Tu, chir fran c6 nghia la “X& cua ching toc Aryans.” Vao nam 1958, 6ng
Shah con tai vi bén Ba Tu. Bay giG tén chanh thiic ctia Ba Tu la Cong Hoa HOi Gido Iran.
P4t nudc nay déi thanh Cong Hoa Hoi Gido vao ndm 1979 khi 6ng Shah bi 14t d6 va cac
Ianh tu ton gido Ién ndm quyén dudi su’ 1&nh dao t6i cao cla gido chl Ayatollah Khomeini.

Teheran

Hang Pan Am gilf phong cho tdi tai khach san Teheran Hilton ndm trong khu ngudi Au Chau
cu ngu. Dén tur Nitu Udc, toi bi bd ngd khi nhan thdy minh dang di gitta mot thanh phd ma
cac ba cac cd déu méc bd Hijab den phu kin hét ngudi. Con d6i mét cling bi mot cai mang
che theo dung luat I€ cua Hoi Gido.
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Loai quan o nguoi HOi Gido mac B3 db "Hijab” phu kin toc va cé

Thong thudng khi khong tuan theo cach mac bo d6 Hijab thi canh sat hay nha cam quyén
s€ yéu cau phai stra lai cho dung.

Thanh phd’ Teheran

Nhiéu du khach tai khach san Hilton da sira soan that chu ddo cho chuyén di cia ho. Ho
khuyén t6i nén thdm viéng cac thanh phd nhu Isfahan, Shiraz va Persepolis d€ tim hiéu vé
nén van hoéa that phong phu cia Ba Tu. Vao ndm 1971, éng Shah da c6 mét du an to tat
dé clr hanh tai Persepolis I€ ky niém th(r 2,500 ndm Cyrus Dai d€ sang Iap ra nén quan chu
clia D& Quéc Ba Tu. Muc dich cta ngay Ié nham cho thdy dat nudc éng cd mét lich sir cd
kinh déng th&i lam néi bt nhitng thanh qua do triéu dai cla 6ng dat dugc. Sau nam 1971,
tdi 6 dip dugc xem mét phan clua ngay 1€ dang gia 200 triéu My Kim (thai gia Iic bay gig)
trén truyén hinh. Dén 600 thuc khach du budi 1€ kéo dai han 5 tiéng rudi ddng ho trong sa
mac.

Pay la mot bira tiéc chanh thirc dai va sang trong nhit trong lich sir can dai dugc ghi vao
sach Guinness Book of World Records.
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tdm cda Cyrus thé ky thi

1.Thanh phd béng Iéu trong sa mac 2. Léu cua khach tham du’ 3. Léng
4 truGc cdng nguyén

ToOi dén tham thanh ph6 dugc tang biét danh “ thanh pho Isfahan la mét nira dia cau”, cé
I€ la thanh phé dugc nhiéu du khach biét dén nhit cua Ba Tu. Cong vién Nagsh-e Jahan
Square nam tai trung tdm thanh phd va dugc chi dinh 1a mot di san quéc té& bdi UNESCO.

Cong vién Nagsh-e Jahan Square, cach Tehran 430 km vé phia nam

Nh& cd dugc cong vién that my 1€ véi nhitng vién gach 16t vé& bang tay, Isfahan dudc coi la
mot trong nhitng thanh pho dep nhit hoan cau.
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2. Sur xuéat hién cung luc cua Mat trang va sao Kim nhin tu’ di tich thé gioi Nagsh-e Jahan square (co
nghia la "Hinh anh cua toan céu/Picture of the World")

- I & g ; e
= Y/ A N L\
il s/ M : AN

Noc cua nha tho HOi Gido Tran hinh vong cung mau xanh cua nha tho Hoi Gigo

Tai cac thanh phd ndi tiéng bén Ba Tu khdng cd nha choc trdi nén cac dén thd Hoi Gido ché
ngu’ bau trgi nhitng nai do.
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Shiraz : C6'do cua Ba Tu tur 1598 toi 1722

Vuon Eram

Khudn vudn Eram (Vudn Thién Dang) tai Shiraz 1a ki€u vudn tiéu bi€u cta Ba Tu. Shiraz 1a
thanh phé cuda tinh yéu, tha van, va ngi tap trung nhiéu dia diém du lich. Cach d6 khong
xa, co di tich mang tén Persepolis, thanh phd cua thi si, vuGn tugc, bong hoa, va chim hoa

mi.

"

\ |0\
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bén tho Hoi Gido Shah Cheragh thap nién 1130
Ngbi dén néy la noi hanh huong quan trong nhut trong thanh pho Shiraz
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Persepolis

Khéng anh cua Persepolis

Toi 18y taxi dén di tich d& nat ciia Persepolis nam céach Shiraz 60 cay sd. Persepolis trudc
day l1a thu phu cia dé& quéc cd xua Achaemid va la mot trong nhitng dia diém tuyét dep thdi
cd dai. UNECSO da chi dinh noi day 1a di tich thé gidi vao ndm 1979.
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1. The Apadana, noi triéu dinh hop 2. Butc thém dan tdi cung dién Apadana Palace, Persepolis
khoang thé ky thu 500 trudc cdng nguyén

Caviars cua Ba Tu
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Am thuc: T6i con nhd khi cac chuyén bay Air France vira dap xuong phi truGng Teheran toi
lién budc that le t&i cra hang béan thirc 8n d€ mua caviar mién thué. Nhiéu Iic ph| hanh
doan cla Air France mua hét caviar trong tiém trudc khi khach dén kip d€ mua. X{r ndy con
¢ nhirng dac san dugc ua chudng trén thé gidi nira nhu hot ho trdn, hanh nhan, hé dao,
khuong hoan, bac ha, cam, va trai thach luu (pistachios, almonds, walnuts, saffron, mint,
oranges, and pomegranates).

Phai thi nhan téi dugc lam quen vai nhiéu mon &n rat ddc sic cia dan tdc nay. Diéu khién
t6i ngac nhién la nhitng hang rong c6 mat & khdp nai trong thanh phd. Ho ban xa lach rudi
nudc x6t pha gidm nhu thic an chai. T6i nghi dan tdc cé nén van hda cao nay qua that nam
vilng dugdc nguyén tic &m thuc cd Igi cho sic khde. Nghé thuit ndu nudng cla Ba Tu va
Thé Nhi Ky anh hudng véi nhau vi 1a hai quéc gia lang giéng va hai dan tdc néy ciing gilr
mai lién lac mat thiét vai nhau.

1. 76 xup ndu vdi hot trai luu 2. Mo'n com don gian Baghdadi Polo ndu vdi khuong hoang(saffron),
rau thia la xanh, va dau fava 3. Jeweled Rice (com tron hat va trai cdy khd)

Dai trau nuodng Person Dolma (La nho goi thit nhoi)
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Th{rc ung cd truyén noi day la sifa chua (yogurt) pha véi nudc hodc cb hai ga, mudi va rau
hing. Bira an trua hay t6i thudng cd thém mot dia rau tugi gom: rau qué, ngo, mui,
fenugreek, hanh, bac ha, cu ra di, tarragon thdm, va cai xoong Ba Tu. (basil, cilantro,
coriander, fenugreek, green onion, mint, radish, savory tarragon, and Persian watercress)
Ho con &n thém loai banh mi dep, phd mat tuci mau trang, hd dao, khoanh dua leo got vo,
khoanh ca chua, sita chua va nudc chanh. Khi dung diém tdm ho udng tra. Mon &n dudc
nhiéu ngugi ua thich la cam rudi vdi thit ham.

AN PO
Bombay: Ciia ngé ciua An DJ

Trong chuyén bay Air India tUr Cairo
tGi Bombay t6i trai qua mot kinh
nghiém kha vui. T6i n6i chuyén véi
vién phi cong chinh vé viéc toi tot
nghiép MIT véi bang mechanical
engineer nén ua dé y t&i may bay
phan luc. Cé I€ nha thay chiéc nhan
ra truGng MIT t6i deo trén ngon tay
nén 6ng tin I0i t6i. Ong ta rat de
thueng va dua tdi vao phong lai dé
chi cho coi mét vai diém dic biét
cla chi€éc mdy bay Viscount bay
bang dong cd turbin-canh quat
(turbo-prop). Chac viéc nay khdng
thé nao xay ra dudc vao thdi budi
cd khang b6 HG6i Gido nhu ngay
nay! Vao nam 1958 cac hanh khach
di may bay dugc trong vong haon
bay gid.
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1. Cho Crawford Market cii & Bombay 2. Thap dong ho 3. Nha tho Mount Mary

Cling nhu nguG@i Phap & Viét Nam, dan Anh xay cat nhiéu dén dai d6 s, nguy nga trong D€
Qudc ctia ho nham muc dich phé truong. Mot khi ra khdi cac trung tdm dén dai va di vao
nhitng khu dan cu thi moi su lai khac hdn. Khdp nai trong thanh phd, toi nhan ra nguy co
do cac bay khi gay ra. Ching pha hoai cay cdi, dam vao xe c6 gay nhiéu thiét hai cho nguGi
va tai san. Bombay cd tGi 30.000 con khi bat tri. Chiing an cap do, tan cong ngudi ta nhiéu
khi gay ra tir vong. Ti that bi cu sdc trudc nhitng canh chua hé ching ki€n lan nao trong
ddi minh. Bo va khi la hai con vat dugc coi la linh thiéng dua td&i hau qua té hai ngoai suc
tudng tugng cua toi. Do vay, cd mdt s6 ngudi nghi ra nghé mdi cho thué loai khi langurs dé
d6i pho v@i van nan do. Langur la loai khi rdt hung di. Chung gay kinh hoang cho 30.000
con khi mét dé nhé con han maoi khi ching gan giong, nhe rdng dé€ 16 nhitng chiéc rang
nanh dai téi gan 8 cm sang choi. NhG vay ngudi dan dd bi qudy pha nhiéu. Trong thé ky 21
nay, chinh pht An D8 van tra tién cho chu nhan nhitng con langurs d& bdo vé& nhan vién,
ho sa va thirc an trong cac cong sé khdi bi cac con khi mat dé quay ray.

dubi nhitng con khi mét dé dang quéy pha noi do. 2. Con Langur bi cot ddy xich dung gan chu no
trudc toa nha Commonwealth. 3. Langur di theo nguoi gilt no noi sén trudc cua dinh tong théng An
Do Rashtrapati Bhavan d New Delhi
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1. Mgt cong nhén méc do gid dang lam khi dot dé dudi khi trudc toa nha Qudc ho.
2. Khi dang bang qua duong truoc dinh Téng Thoéng. 3. Khi dua gidn trén xa 1o

Nam 2007, pho tinh trudng cua New Delhi la 6ng Surinder Singh Bajwa té tir san thugng
nha 6ng xuéng dat va qua ddi vi bi may con khi tan cong. Trong nam 2015, t6i c6 xem trén
truyén hinh canh bay khi chiém cr phong may computer ctia B6 Qudc Phong & New Delhi
khién chanh phu phai tra tién cho ngudi ta dua méy con langurs dén dudi ching di. Tinh
trang toi thdy trong ndm 1958 gay ra bdi tdn gido van con ton tai y nguyén nhu vay cho tai
nam 2016. Nhirng con bo ciing gay ra khd khan tuong tu' cho nudc An DO hién dai. Sat hai
hay budn 1du mét con bo cling mac tdi nhu ham hi€p moét bé gai ngu'di Hindu.

Trung tdm thanh phd: nhiing con bo thuong hay géy canh nghén duong

Ngudi Iam bép cta gia dinh toi 13 “Thiém Tu” trudc d cd lam cho mdt ngudi An gidu cd
trong tinh. NhG vay, lic nhd, t6i dugc thudng thic nhiéu mon ca ri ngon. Khi dat chan téi
Bombay téi nghi day la ding IGc d€ téi ném thir ca ri An th( thiét. Nhdn xét dau tién cla
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t6i la luang nhan cong & dat nudc nay that ré. Tai nha hang loai trung binh t6i t&i an cd dén
11 nhan vién mdc dong phuc, phuc vu cho t6i. Budgng nhién la toi kéu mon ca ri that cay
clia ngudi ban x(. T6i lai bi ci sBc. Ngay ca vé6i kh3u vi clia ngudi An, nha hang cling dem
ra mot chén nudc rat ddng dé udng kém dadng tranh cho khéi bi chdy miéng khi an!

Ca ri truu kiéu Calcutta Ca ri dé thom ngo
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New Delhi

Chang k€ cua toi la ding chan & New Delhi. Tai day, t6i may man gap mot vai hoc sinh
ngudi An tré tudi tinh nguyén lam hudng dan vién cho toi.

Thanh linh mau do/ Red Fort

N8m 1638, Shahjahan ddi d6 tir Agra téi Delhi va d&t nén mdéng dé xay Shahjahanabad,
thanh phé th bay & Delhi dugc bao boc xung quanh bdng blic tudng gach vun cé phao
dai, cdng ra vao, va clra nhd dit theo khoang cach déu ddn. Thanh Linh Mau D6/ Red Fort
la ngi cu’ ngu cua Hoang D& Mughal cua An D06 trong gan 200 nédm, cho t8i nam 1857. Ngay
nay, nd nam ngay tai trung tdm cua Delhi va la dia diém tap trung mét s6 vién bao tang.

e e e = . o

1. Thap chién thang cao nam tung Qutub Minar, 1369, con vuon cao Vdi thoi gian
2. COt den trudc kia nam trén dinh thap nay duoc dat trong ngdi vuon
3. Iron Pillar vdi 1.600 tudi doi & Delhi
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Ng6i mo «cua
Hoang D& Mughal
tén la Humayun &
Delhi 1569, do
mot ki€n trdc su

ngudi Ba Tu Vvé =

ki€u con goi la
“Pén Taj Mahal
th hai» dang
dén viéng tham.

India Gate Ia
tugng dai dugc
xdy dung dé
tudng nhdé
nhirng chién si
An d3 hy sinh
trong thoi Dé
Nhat Thé Chién.

Jantar Mantar— Dugc Maharaja Jai Singh II cla Jaipur cho xay vao ndm 1724, khu Jantar
Mantar bao gém 13 cau trdc vé thién van hoc. Ngay nay, khu nay la mot trong nhitng dia
diém du lich dugc viéng thdm nhiéu nhirt & Delhi vi loai kién tric déc ddo va y nghia lich

SUr.
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e ALLED CITY WELCOMES YOU
CHANDNl CHOWK

Chandni Chowk, khu ban thuc an vua ngon vaa ré
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N&u naan trong lo nuong loai tandoor.

Naan la banh mi dep dudc nudng trong 10
ki€u tandoori xdy bdng d&t. Tuy ndi dé do
ban nhung thdc &n qua that 1a ngon miéng
4 va gia re.

Canh phé déng nguoi & New Delhi

Toi gap nhiéu ké an xin trong thanh phd vi ngudi dan phai déi dién véi canh ngheo kho trién
mién. Toi khdng thé dan long khdng dua tién giip mét em bé cut chdn ngdi bén ranh nudc.
Phan déng du khach dén tham New Delhi déu 18y chuyén xe Ira mét 3 tiéng dong ho dé
dén Agra tham ngoi dén Itrng danh va tuyét dep: Taj Mahal.

Taj Mahal.
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Pén Taj Mahal 13 13ng tdm ndm & Agra, dugc hoang d& Mughal a Shah Jahan xay dé tudng
niém ba vg 6ng ai mO nhat tén la Mumtaz Mahal vao nam 1632. Day la dinh cao cla nghé
thuat kién trac Hoi Gido & An P dong thdi cling 1a mot trong nhitng di tich thé& gidi cua
UNESCO dudc ngugi ta chiém ngudng nhat.

AR > o9 o TV LWy o]

Vé dep tuyét diéu phan bén trong cua Taj Mahal
Calcutta

Trudc khi dén Calcutta, toi dudc ban bé canh cao day la mot trong nhirng thanh phd 16n
ngh&o nan nhat ctia An 4. Bung vay, [an dau tién trong ddi, toi chting kién canh bén ngui
dang nam thoi thdp chd chét bén [é dudng vi doi. Co qua nhiéu diéu khi€én ngudi ta phai
tran tré khi séng & dat nudc ndy. Toi xin cac ban sira soan tinh than dé tdi k& mot truyén
hai hung va khé tudng tugng ndi d6i véi ngudi du khach: toi thay tdn mat mot phu nit con
tré bi hoa thiéu. Sau d6 may con cho luc loi trong déng tro tan r6i chay di trong mém con
gam mot vai miéng thit ngudi.

Thu'c t€ nghéo déi, bat cong phii phang cua x sG nay cong vai long cudng tin vé ton gido
da tao ra trang thai dGi s6ng kinh hoang hang ngay. Toi cé dugc gap nhirng nha tu hanh/
sadhus — nhirng ngudi da tir bo cudc song tran tuc, doc minh vao viéc kho tu. To6i con dugc
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thay nhirng ngdi nha 16 chd vét dan do linh thudc dia Anh ban khi tham st ngudi Sikhs. Du
khach tdi day sé bi choang nggp bdi rac rén, nhirng dong séng héi ham vi nudc cong va
bau khong khi bi nhuém vang vi bui bam. Tuy & Calcutta c6 moét trung tam thucong mai,
nhung cling con day day nhitng khu & chudt.

S6ng ngoi bi 6 nhiém Céc nha mdy & Calcutta bi khén dén
Vi nan cup dién va bay khi
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To6i khéng sao tin ndi khi nghe ndi tai Calcutta cd6 modt ngdi dén thd clng loai chudt. Thoat
dau t6i chi nghi c6 khi va bo méi dugc tha thoi.

Dén tho noi gidng chudt duoc doi dai tr té vé duoc cho uéng mét chén siia mdi ngdy
MOt cua ra vao duoc cham tré hinh chudt

Pén thd Shri Karni Mata khong giéng bat cr dén thd An DO Gido ndo trén hoan cau ca. bay
la noi ngu tri cua loai chudt.

Thu vién quéc gia Writer's Building
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Mgt tién cua toa thuong thém Calcutta T0a Thi Chanh

Ngudi Anh d& dé lai tai nhiéu thanh phd cac cdng trinh xdy cit nguy nga dé ndi Ién uy quyén
cta P& Qudc Anh. Ngudi Phap ciing lam nhu vay tai ba x&r Bong Ducng.

Trong s& 24 qudc gia ma toi da thdm viéng trong chuyén du hanh, nudc An Do vdi nhiing
thanh phd nhu Bombay, Calcutta, va New Delhi, da d€ lai trong t6i nhiéu ngd ngang nhét.
Dudi mat ti, tinh trang d&i s6ng & Calcutta that dang ghé sg, su’ giau sang cuc ky & bén
canh su’ ban cung ciing cuc ky. Thanh phé cé mét giai cap chuyén gia thanh dat, giau cé
trong khi ca triéu dan ching s6ng trong canh ngheo khé tot cung.

Nhigu khé kh&n & An D6 ndy sinh tir dan s6 khdng 16 clia dat nudc nay 433.000.000 trong
nam 1958 tang tGi 1.330.000.000 trong ndm 2016. Khi ndi téi nudc An Do hién dai, khong
thé nao khong deé cap t&i yéu to ton gido va té nan ky thi g|a| c8p. Trong quéa kh(, ta cd thé
nghi rang van dé 6 nhiém khong dugc dat ra vi rac rén gom nhitng d6 vat nhu vo chudi,

than mia ép, gd bao, hay rau co du thira,... Nhitng d6 vt dé thudng dugc ném ra ngoai
dudng, phan I6n dudc cac con bo thiéng én (déy cling la ly do chinh chdng dudc cho tu do
di lai trén dudng phd). Phan rac con lai dugc giai cap tién dan/untouchable nhat Ién xe kéo
dem d6 xudng s6ng, ao hay sudi lach gan nhét. Thdi quen ndy gan nhu khdng thay ddi may
ngoai trr su’ viéc la ngay nay do rac rén cé nhiéu th lam bang nhua plastic.

DU sao di nifa, néu ban tai trién vong An D3 trd thanh mot qudc gia k§ nghé hod tan tién
nhu Hoa Ky hay Au Chau, t6i cé thé khdng dinh la khdng thé cé viéc d. Nhirng trd ngai
nudc ndy gap phai trén da phat trién qua to tat va phic tap khé vugt qua. B4t cr du khach
nao ngdi bén bd sdng Ganges du lau sé thdy canh dan dia phudng ding dong sdng dé tdm
va lam vé sinh. Ngoai ra, con cd ca xac ngudi thiéu khong hét va xac suc vat chugng phinh
ndi [éu béu Il lugt troi theo dong nudc bi van duc vi bun. Nan nghéo & An DO xuat hién
dudi nhiéu hinh thiic: ngheo vé nang lugng, ngheo vé moi trudng, ngheo vé kién thic, va
trén hét dbi véi mot nudc dan chia: ngheo vé chinh tri.
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RANGOON, MIEN DPIEN

XU’ cua nhiéu dinh chua vang

TU An DO t6i bay qua Rangoon, Mién Dién. Sau nay, vao ndm 1989, nha cdm quyén quéan
phiét ddi tén kinh d6 thanh Yangon va tén nudc thanh Myanmar. Dudi théi bi ngudi Anh cai
tri, kinh thanh Rangoon c6 phan gidng nhu Sai Gon. Khach san toi trd ngu bén dé tuagng tu
nhu khach san Majestic & Sai Gon: nhitng quat tran cd bon canh to dudc dung nhu la “may
diéu hoa khdng khi kiéu cd.”

Hau nhu bat clr dirng dau trong Rangoon tdi van thay dugc ngdi chlia Shwedagon vira cao
vlra uy nghi dugc xay cach day 2.500 nam. Baéi véi ngudi Mién Dién, day la ngdi chua Phat
Gido linh thiéng va vi dai nhit cta ho. Tai d6 cé gilt mé toc cua Burc Phat va cac thanh vat.
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T

Khu phé c8 & Rangoon

tomyy g |

s s = -~

Mot con duong d Rangoon Nha sur'séng trong thanh pho
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biéu lam t6i ngac nhién nhiéu la canh phu nit va thanh thi€u nién Mién hit xi ga ndi dia va
con cdi Iay theo ho me theo ch& d6 mau hé. Tai nhitng budi hdi hop hay tiéc tung cac phu
ni Mién tu tap thanh tirng nhdm nhoé & cuing mét phia trong phong dé céac éng tu do 1ap
nhém riéng cua ho. Trén dudng phd, thudng thi cac ong di trudc con cac ba xach do theo
sau vai budc. D6 la chuyén cia nam 1958. Tat nhién trong ndm 2016 ndy, nhiéu diéu da
ddi thay nhg vao ba Aung San Suu Kyi. Ba
la mét chanh tri gia Mién va lam chu tich
dang National League for Democracy
(NLD). Dang nay da thang I6n trong cudc
bau cr méi day bén Mién Dién.

Trong thap nién 1950, ngudi ta biét dén
dat nudc nay nhG c6 ong U Thant lam dai
s’ Mién Dién tai Lién Hiép Qudbc. Sau do,
dng trd thanh Téng Thu Ky th{ ba cla to
chlrc nay.

U Thant, Téng Thu Ky Lién Hiép Qudc

v

Vé 8m thuc, tdi di tir ngac nhién nay t6i bd ngd khac vi nhiéu mon &n & day gan nhu gidng
hét bén Thai Lan hay Trung Hoa.

Diém tém vdi Biém Sém Cho ban rau cai
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BANGKOK, THAI LAN

Grand Palace
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s i — =

Can nha cda Jim Thompson

Pan Am da gilf cho toi
mot phong nhin xudng
dong song Chao Phraya
tai khach san Oriental
Hotel. Trudc day Jim
Thompson, ngudi My
sang lap vién cua Thai

8N Silk nGi tiéng vé budn

ban lua Thai, la mot

I trong nhitng chu nhéan

va khach hang sbng

' trong khach san nay.
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Mon ngon cua Thai - canh ga chién don Ca ri ga loai do 76m cudn bacon chién don

PhS Tau & Bangkok I3 ngi ly tudng dé ném thir cdc mén &n hang rong va con cd thé 1a trung
tam ban cac mén hang rong cliia Bangkok nira.

Cho néi

Thanh phé Bangkok phét trién manh tir thap nién 1950 tdi thap nién 1980. Ngay nay, nd
da trd thanh tha d6 chinh tri, kinh t€, gido duc, théng tin va xa hoi cia mot nudc Thai Lan
tan tién.
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PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA

Chang dirng ké tiép va cudi cung cua
t6i trudc khi vé tdi Sai Gon la Nam
Vang. Thay vi 8 day lau hon dé di thdm
dén Angkor Wat ndi tiéng thé gidi, toi
quyét dinh bay thdang vé nha vi néng
long mudn gdp lai ba ma va anh chi
t6i... DU sao Cao Mién ciing chi cach Sai
Gon mot tiéng dong ho dudng bay va
chac toi sé co dip di tham x( nay trong
tudng lai gan théi. Thuc té cho thay toi
| khdng con dip ndao dé tham Angkor
Wat nira vi chién tranh Bong
Dudng kéo dai khéng ngung cho téi
ngay 30 thang 4, 1975! Trong lic chd
ti€p té€ xang & phi trudng quobc té
Pochentong, lan dau tién trong ddi, toi

Angkor Wat

dudc dip thay chiéc may bay thuagng mai Tupolev cua Nga do Air Cambodia lam chd. Nhin
theo con mat ctia mot ky su’ mechanical engineer, t6i thdy n6é cuc mich vai nhitng ddc tinh

clia mot may bay chd hang ché khéng phéi d& chd hanh khach.

% U\f'

Sau khi chiéc DC-4 cla toi cat canh | 0/ Vo
tryc chi Sai Gon, t6i to mo theo dbi 8|em Reap ) . Steung Treng
moi chdang dudng dua téi trg vé | M
noi chdn nhau c3t ran ctia minh ang CAMBODIA |
sau bay nam trgi xa cach. ; ; ahe;r / %:Kralie
o e . \
HO Tonle Sap khong 16 délai trong  posat , , fKaﬁlpong Thom ) Mondulkii
t6i mot an tugng sau dam. Ngudi p i @;“ £ .
Viét Nam con goi Tonle Sap la . .~/ Kampong ‘\iﬁ ,ﬁ,,,,,i
“Bién HB”, mét cai tén rat hgp véi Chhnang / Karmipong Cham
sy kién nd6 la hd nudc ngot I6n ,,3( :
nhit B6ng Nam A. H6 nay la . Kong o
ngudn cung cdp quan trong thirc | PHNOM PENH ¢ VIETNAM
an cho Cao Mién va Viét Nam. Khu et
rifng ndm gitra Nam Vang va Sai Bién Ho/Tonle Sap lake

GoOn rdm dén doi toi chi thdy dudc moét mau xanh ddm clia mot khu riing mién nhiét ddi.
Chi nira ti€ng sau, chiéc may bay khdi sy dap xuéng phi trudng Tan Son Nhat. Cam ta
Thugng D€ da ban cho t6i mot cudc tai ngd vai gia dinh vui tudi va cam dong téi tirng ma
udc bay lau nay.
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K&t Luan

Cam ta Thugng D& da cho t6i co6 may man dugc viéng tham khoang han hai mudi qubc gia
trong chuyén du lich vong quanh thé gigi trong vong 90 ngay & vao tudi 27. Toi d& kham
pha hoc héi dugc nhiéu diéu tir van héa dén chanh tri, tur cach an uéng dén cach dng xur
khi di cdm trai hay du hanh bang dudng bd qua 15.000 cay s6 bén Tay Au cung nhu cudc
du lich dai 15.000 cay s6 bang may bay PAN AM tur Ba Lé vé Sai Gon ding nhu cau tuc ngi:
“Di mot ngay dang, hoc mét sang khon.”

Trong nhitng nudc tdi di qua, An D 13 ndi toi gép nhiéu té nan, ngheo daéi va phan cap xa
hoi cling cuc nhit. Trong su’ phan chia cac khéi kinh t&, An D6 ndm trong nhém cac qudc
gia dang phat trién BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) O thé& ky 21, du ludn
thé gidi cho rang Trung Qudc va An DO sé troi déy dé tr6 thanh hai siéu cudng. Trung Quéc
c6 thé dudgc con truGng hgp ctia An D6 t6i nhan thdy c6 nhiéu diéu can phai xét lai. Néu ai
ndi vdi t6i rang An DO sé trd thanh mot nudc tan ti€n, ky nghé hoa nhu Hoa Ky hay Au
Chau, toi sé tra 16i ngay |1a khdng thé nao dudgc, khdng bao gi& xay ra ca. Nhifng thir thach,
tré ngai xr nay phai dugng dau qué la I6n lao. Khong nhing chi trén phudng dién kinh té€
thoi dau. Toi c6 tham x nay vao nam 1958 va toi nghT tir dé dén nay, trong lanh vuc ton
giao khong 6 gi thay déi nhiu... Nhin qua Idng kinh cta du khach binh thudng di nita, diéu
dé th&y va cdn ban hon ca la su’ nghéo khé tt cling clia ddi séng ngudi dan. DU mudn tiéu
thuyét hda su’ nghéo khd dé di chang nifa, cling khdng thé chdi bd sy that phii phang ma
ngudi dan bat budc phai duong dau mot cach tuyét vong. Pat nudc An DO bi phan hda vé
moi khia canh: ching toc, ton gido, triét ly, ngdn ngilr, van hda, chinh tri, kinh ké-xa hoi,
giai cdp va hang ha sa s6 cac tac dong gilra cac yéu t6 do véi nhau.

Diéu lam t6i ngd ngang la tinh chat da dang va phirc tap cla cac van dé nan giai xr nay
dang gdp phai. Chinh day ciling la nguyén nhan dua t&i su suy thoai trén mat xa héi va moi
sinh. Ngu®i 8n xin c6 mat moi ndi k€& ca tai nhirng thanh phd dugc coi la phdn thinh. Phan
dong ngudi &n xin lai la nhitng tré em déi rach hay ngudi I6n tudi bi phong cli. Dan ching
An B séng trong canh hon dén. Ho chen chic trén dugng phd. Nhac phat ra inh 6i tir cac
dén thd, ctra tiém. Ap phich va bang hiéu moc ra khdp naoi. Rac rén va mui hdi ham lan moi
hudng. Xe c6 luu thong bat mang. Mot nguGi dan 6ng an mac rach rugi ngoi giltra bui bam
chia mot ban tay cut ngdn ra xin tién bd thi, mét ngudi phu nir con tré thoi thop thd ndm
gitra dudng di trong khi dfa con nhd ngdi bén nhin ngudi me vdi cdp mat sung hap, nhirng
xe tai hiéu Tata phéng nhanh qua chi cach nhitng ngugi dé chirng vai phan tay... la nhitng
canh dong long nhung lai gdp thudng ngay.

V@i kinh nghiém cam trai trén 30 nam tai cac ti€u bang mién Tay Hoa Ky sau nay, tdi nhan
thay co nhiéu khac biét vdi bén Au Chau. Trong chuyén di cadm trai dai 15.000 cay s, toi it
gdp ngudi di cdm trai thudc gidi trung luu va xe campers c6 day dua tién nghi nhu' ngudi B’éc
My. Diéu nay lam toi ngac nhién nhung c6 I€ vao ndam 1958 Igi tirc gia dinh bén Chau Au
thap han bén Hoa Ky chdng? Chanh phu lién bang hay dia phuong My 13p ra cac dat cam
trai khong nham muc dich ki€m Igi. Da s6 nhiing ndi nay chia ra thanh nhitng khu cam trai
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cd nhan ¢ hang cdy bao quanh dé bao vé su riéng tu’ cia ngudi st dung. Nhiéu dat cdm
trai c6 nuGc ubng tinh khiét, nha cau c6 cho doi nuéc va nha tam c6 voi sen nu6c néng. Tai
Gia N& Pai, nhiéu khi nhan vién kiém Idm con cung cip cui khd mién phi cho ngudi cdm
trai. Vao ndm 1958, cac siéu xa 16 & mién Tay khong tra 1é phi va gia xang con thap. Toi
gap nhiéu ngudi vé huu lai nhitng xe campers loai sang cé TV, may diéu hoa khong khi,
Jacuzzi, bar rugu, phong an, nha cau c6 ndi doi nudc va phong tdm c6 voi sen. Ho di cam
trai ngoai trGi nhu' vay trong nhiéu thang moi nam.

Tai Chau Au, t6i nhan xét thdy da s6 cac dat cdm trai nho va it tién nghi hon. T viing
Scandinavia, t6i hoc hoi dugc nhiéu diéu gilp toi xay nha cla t6i & Sai Gon véi nhitng dudng
nét hién dai, tién ich vé kién trdc, trang hoang nha clra tir trong nha dén canh quan ngoai
vudn. Toi dé y thdy nhiéu khac biét gilta hai nhém dan Anglo-Saxons-Scandinavia va ngu’dl
g6c Latin bén Au Chau (Phap, Tay Ban Nha, B6 Bao Nha, Y) Nha ctra & m|en béc luc dia ¢
nhiéu tién nghi va sach s& hon. HG xa cach giita ngudi giau va ngheo bén Au Chau tuong
dGi de chiju hon la tinh trang ngheo khd va dang ghé sg clia mdt vai ndi trong mién Dong
Nam A. V& phuang dién kién tric, nha dugc xy theo ki€éu don gidn va nhe nhang. Do dé,
nhiing toa d6 chanh & Oslo, Stockholm, va Helsinki tiéu bi€u cho 18i xdy dan gian khac véi
ki€u ciu ky han ctia mién Nam Au Chau. Ngugc lai, tdi thdy nhiéu diém tucng dong ly thu
va bat ngd gitra ki€u kién tric va thiét k& clia ngudi Nhut va ngudi Scandinavian.

LGi s6ng ctia dan Anglo-Saxon lanh nhat va tram lang han cta nhiing ngu®i Au Chau khac.
NguGi Au Chau géc Latin s6ng nang dong han, thirc dn cta ho nhiéu gia vi han va ho bé
nhiéu thi gid d& 8n udng han. Khi & gan ho, ban sé thdy ho dién ta bang tay chan nhiéu
hon.

Cudc hanh trinh tir Nfu Uéc vé qué huong da dién ra cach day han nlra thé ky nhung toi
van thuGng nhd tgi. Trong bay ndam du hoc tai My t6i da hoc hdi dugc nhiéu diéu tét dep
nhung cudc du ngoan bén Tay Au va chuyén bay vong quanh thé gidi da thuc su ma rong
tam nhin t6i hon. T6i da hoc hoi dugc that nhiéu nhd nhirng kham pha tir nhirng vung dat
nudc xa la, lam quen da loai ngudi véi van hda, thirc an, va cach séng khac nhau. Nhd
nhitng hi€u biét dy, t6i d& thich nghi va hdi nhap vao “hgp chling quéc” My va nghiém ra
rang Dng va Tay khac nhau nhung van cé nhiéu diém gap nhau.

Phai ndi rang trong thap nién 1950 rat it ngusi Viét Nam 27 tui 6 co hdi séng bay ndm
lién bén My rdi sau d6 cé cg may di du lich Tay Au va Chau A trong cudc hanh trinh 90 ngay
vong quanh thé gidi trudc khi héi huagng. Cam ta Thugng D& da ban cho t6i cai diem phc
dugc tim hiéu thé gidi vao lic mai budc vao cudc ddi su nghiép cta minh va chinh nhiing
bai hoc toi thau nhan dugc Itc con tré da gilp dad toi subt han nira thé ky vé sau.
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Chuong 10

HOi Huong
Sau Bay Nam S6ng Tai Hoa Ky

1958-1975: Cudc doi cua téi o Sai Gon
Nhip séng & Sai Gon chdm rdi hon & Nitu Udc nhiéu!

T o , LD estauran t

Con duong Sai Gon co cdy diép bén 1é N Udc luén lubn bén ron

Sau bay nam sdng & Hoa Ky, toi vb cung vui ming sung suéng khi dugc doan tu vdi gia
dinh & Sai Gon. Phi trudng Tan Son Nhat khéng thay ddi nhiéu trong sudt thdi gian téi xa
qué huong. Nha ga san bay nhé bé tGi mic ngay sau khi budc ra khoi may bay tdi da nhan
ra dudc than nhan dai gia dinh vay khan tay chao dén toi tir san thugng cua nha ga.

Phi truong Tan Son Nhut

Mot ndi han hoan khé quén xdm chiém tam hodn khi t6i dugc gdp lai nhitng ngugi than
thuang. Trén dudng vé nha & Sai Gon, toi nhan thdy van nhifng xe thd md cii k¥, hang
doan xe gdn may, xe taxi con cdc hiéu Renault 4-CV mau nga va xanh lam di chuyén thong
tha trén cac con dudng vaGi nhitng hang cay khoe mau sdc sG nhu thud nao. (Xin xem hinh).
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Phuong tién chuyén chd du mau sdc dac thu cda Sai Gon, hoan toan khac vdi Niu Udc
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Doc theo nhirng dudng phod xe cb
= qua lai, t6i nhan thay nhirng cay
8 cd thu khéng cb vé tuoi tan 13m
dudi bau trGi mau xanh lam vi 6
nhiém. Khac han véi Nitu Uéc,
Sai Gon khong céd hé thdng
“subway” ngam nén cac cu dan &
day di chuyén chdm chap hon.
Khéng thdy canh cao diém Iluu
thong nhu & Manhattan. Tuy
nhién, ngudi ta bép coi qua nhiéu
gay nén nan 6 nhiém tiéng dong.

. W KR
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]
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Bira t6i ngay toi vé nudc, ba toi dua toi
di dung cdm than mat tai nha hang
Iirng danh trong khach san Continental
Hotel trén dudng Tu Do. V&i nhifng
nha hang Phap néi tiéng nhit Hong
Nam A, Sai Gon qua xing dang vdi
danh thdm 13 Hon Ngoc Vién Pong. |
Sau mot thdi gian xa cach dai, t6i do
ba toi va téi da cung nhau dung mot
bira an dac biét, cdm dong va dang ghi
nhé. D€ 8n mirng dip déc biét nay, ba
t6i da di tur My tho 1én Sai Gon cach do
70 cay s6. Toi that vui va cam ddng dugc gap lai ngudi cha cdi ma& cla minh. Trong budi
hoi ngd dang ghi nhé nay, ba t6i da tao cho toi mot bat ngd tha vi khi dua t6i xem tG nguyét
san “Gia Dinh” do cd quan USIS (United States Information Service) phat hanh & Sai Gon.
TG bao danh cd mot trang dang mot bai cé day da hinh anh vé nhitng thanh qua cua toi
nhu dirng dau I8p khi ra trudng vé mon Mechanical Engineering & Lafayette College trong
ndm 1956. (Xin xem hinh bén dudi). Bai bao nhu sau:

Nao la xe xich 16 may mui trén hay co mui, xe Jeep, va
xe taxi con coc Renault 4-CV
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Ch.10 - H6i Hudng Sau Bay Nam Song Tai Hoa Ky

NhG Iong tot cia anh Nam Khuang Hitu Can, cudc sdng & Sai Gon cua t6i sau ngay vé nuéc
dugc thuc su’ thoai mdi. Anh Nam cho t6i cu’ ngu tai “villa” xinh dep cla anh s6 83 dudng
Ng6 Thdi Nhiém trong khu cu xa yén tinh va dep dé cua Quan Ba. Ndi day, t6i song hai nam
cling anh ho Khuang Hitu Héi, dugc si, dé chd xay xong nha mdi tai Gia Dinh. Ca hai ching
t6i déu doc than va cung hoc v@i nhau & Lycée Yersin Da Lat tir ndm 1948 t&i 1951. Anh
theo ban Triét con t6i theo ban Toan.

Cac gia dinh trung luu thGi d6 thudng cé mudn dau bép riéng. Ching t6i may man tim dugc
moOt 6ng bép trudc kia lam cho céng ty hang hai “Messageries Maritimes” cé tau chay dudng
Sai Gon - Marseille. NhG c6 dng bép, ching téi dugc thudng thirc cadc mén an Phap ngon
gan nhu moi ngay. That qua 1a ca mét thay ddi 16n so vdi nhitng bira 8n khiém tén va voi
vang tai trudng dai hoc hay & thanh phd Nitu Udc trude day.

Anh N8m tdi rat hai Idng va hanh dién vé thanh quéa hoc van cta toi & MIT. DE tudng thudng,
anh cho toi dung chiéc xe Peugeot 403 mdi cua anh mau agave xanh la cdy mang bang so
NBR-081. S& di toi nhac lai diéu nay vi ngudi Viét thich chon con sd 9 (0+8+1) vi tin la con
s6 hén.

Toi bat dau di lam & ESSO trén dai 16 Théng Nhit cach nha c6 ndm phit. MOt lan nita toi
lai thdy su’ khac biét ro rét gilra Bong va Tay. Luc nay, toi chi mat vai phut ta ta tir nha tdi
bdi dau xe cla ESSO nam ngay phia trudc vén phong cua t6i. Khi con séng tai Nitu Udc,
moi ngay, toi phai di xe dién ngam 6n ao va chat chdi tr tram Uptown Columbia University
tdi tram Canal Street & Lower Manhattan gan Wall Street.Tuy vay, t6i van nhé canh ding
gilra ddm déng trong xe dién ngadm va cadm t& New York Times trong mét tay dé doc trong
lac di lam.

O tudi 27, su thach dd I8n nhit cla toi 13 tim ra cho minh mot hudng di dung dén trong
tuong lai. T6i mong mudn cé mot viéc lam viing chdc, mot can nha tién nghi hgp véi ti
tién cta minh va cudi cung nhung lai t6i quan trong la gap dudc ngudi ban ddi ly tudng.
Toi da chon Sai Gon lam ngi 1ap nghiép ctia minh. Khi con song bén Tay phuaong, t6i c6 mot
cudc song thodi mai nhung lai thi€u tinh thuang ctia ba ma va ho hang. T6i khong hé quén
muc dich quan trong nhit trong ddi l1a dugc huén luyén thanh mét ky su gioi dé trd vé phuc
vu mot qué huong kém mad mang.

Nhu d3 viét, t6i da may man cé dudc viéc lam dau tién bén nha sau khi rgi Nitu Udc. Khong
bao 1au, vdi so tién tiét kiém trong thdi gian lam vdi ESSO, t6i mua dudc mét can nha xinh
xan gan “HO Tam Chi Lang” & Gia Dinh ving ngoai 6 Sai Gon. Ngbi nha dau tién cla toi can
stira chifa nhiéu. T6i rat hanh dién va vui thich v@i cai hd nho cé hon non bo, thac nudc... ca
vang co den roi sang do thg xay ngay ndi phong an.

La mdt chuyén vién, tdi nghi la t6i hdi du hai diéu kién tién quyét d€ nghi tdi viéc 1ap gia
dinh: cé céng an viéc lam va mét cdn nha. Tuy nhién, viéc tim cho dugc mét ngudi vg tét
thuc su kho khan va phic tap. Toi khong dugc ai hudng dan hay cd kinh nghiém trong lanh
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vuc nay mac du t6i da dudc day vé nhirng gia tri dao dirc trong gia dinh. Ba ma t6i chung
s6ng V@i nhau trén 70 nam, da néu mot gudng sang cho t6i vé hén nhan. Toi cling thira
hi€u 1a sau mét ngudi dan 6ng thanh dat luén c6 bong dang cia mdt ngudi vg dam dang.
Lam sao t6i co thé vugt qua thir thach I8n lao ndy dé cd dugc mdt ngudi ban ddi tot vira
V@i udc nguyén?

T6i nhin vao viéc thanh hdn cua cac chi, anh, va nhirng nguGi khac trong gia dinh cling nhu
ban bé dé rut tia kinh nghiém. May man thay téi la d(a con tré nh(t nén cd thé hoc hoi
dugc nhiéu tr cac anh chi. Ho déu theo truyén thdng Nho gido va két hon theo € 16i dugc
ba ma dat dau thi ngbi do.

Thudng tinh thi cac dau ré trong nha déu dugc chon theo tiéu chudn mén ddng hd déi. Diéu
dang mung la tat cd nam chi toi déu tim dudc hanh phdc trong hon nhan. Anh Nam toi la
ngoai Ié vi anh da phai ly hén. Sau dé anh cd tu chon cho minh ngudi vg k€. Thém nira, ca
sau 0ng chud bac cua toi chi két hon mot [an mot trong dGi ho ma thoi.

Ai cling biét su’ nghiép nguGi dan 6ng tuy thudc rat nhiéu vao nhan cach cta ngudi vg minh.
Ngay tU thud nho, toi chi ao udc cd moét cudc song binh di va khiém nhudng cho tdi cudi
ddi minh. T6i suy nghi nhiéu vé trudng hgp cudc hon nhan cia mot ngudi anh toi do ngudi
I6n x€p dat. Anh dang hoc trung hoc ngoai Hué, trudng clia Pdc cha Ngd Pinh Thuc thi
dugc goi vé diéu hanh nha may xay lla gao Khudng Hitu cta gia dinh tai Tam Binh, Vinh
Long. Chang bao l3u sau, anh cudi c6 vg tré do ba ma chon lua. Tuy phucng thirc nay rat
t6t cho cac chi cla t6i nhung da that bai tham thuong trong trudng hgp cla anh t6i. Tinh
tinh ctia cap vg chong doi choi nhau qua ro rét va cudc hon nhan trg thanh vo phucng ciu
van.

Phuong cham ta cd ciu: “Dd sdng do bién dé dd, nao ai c6 thudc dé do ldng ngudi.” Nhd
vao cau nay, t6i da can dam ndi véi ba ma toi la t6i s€ tu chon vg cho minh. Bay la 16i xr
tri gan v@i van héa phudng Tay hon la vdi phong tuc A Bong. Toi san long di gap nhitng c6
gai do ba ma toi gigi thi€u nhung toi s€ la ngudi quyét dinh chon lua. T6i cdm thay vui vé
va nhe nhang khi ba ma toéi chdp thuan y ki€n cua t6i. Thuc ra, ba ma t6i cling nhan rdng
chua chac 6ng ba sé chon vg ding cho toi vi t6i cd anh hudng I6i séng & ngoai qudc sau
bao ndm ddbc 1ap va thanh cong bén My.

T6i may man dugc cd ti€ng tét nhd tap san “Gia-binh.” V6 tinh hay hitu y, bai bdo trong
dé cho biét t6i van con doc than va dang kiém vg. T6i hy vong thong tin nay sé gilp toi
dudgc quen biét nhiéu han, khéng k& ban bé, gia dinh ai cling mudn giip mét tay kiém vg
cho t6i. Trong 18 thang t6i lam viéc tai Sai Gon, ma toi gidi thi€u cho toi c6 con gai cia mot
trong nhirng nguGi ban than cda ba. Chinh ba t6i mudn tdi gap c6 con gai cia ngudi ban co
tri va cling la lang giéng cua 6ng. Anh ky su Hoang Chan, ban déng nghiép & Esso, lai xép
dat cho t6i v8i c6 em ho cla anh gap nhau. Riéng t6i cling cd lién lac véi c6 em gai Phung
Tién cua ban hoc cii G Yersin la Vinh Mau. Con ban t6i, anh Ph6 Ba Long, lai cho t6i gdp cd
em gai cia minh. Anh Long trudc day hoc tai Harvard khi toi con & MIT. Téi lUc ndy t6i van
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chua gdp dudc ngudi vg tuang lai ctia minh. Bén nha ching ta thudng ndi “*hon nhan la nhu
x0 s8” hay la do s8 phan. Riéng tdi thi nghi dé 1a do “dng to ba nguyét” hay 1a may man ma
thanh. Ti con nhd lic d6, tdi khdng mong gi hon 13 viéc 18p gia dinh cd thé don gian nhu
la theo mét bang liét ké cac tiéu chudn da dugc ghi san ma thdi.

Mot hém, ngudi chi ho cua téi, Khugng Hitu Thi Hiép, cho biét gia dinh bén chdng cua chi
la bac si H6 Trung Dung, gidm d6c bénh vién Tur Dii ¢é td chirc mdt bita gio. Theo théng 1€
s& ¢ nhiéu ba con tham du, d6 la dip dé€ cac ba dau bép trong ho trd tai ndu nudng. Chi
Hiép mdi toi t&i dé chi gidi thiéu ngudi con gai cla gia dinh bén chdng cla chi. Pucng nhién
la t6i biét on chi va vui vé nhan IGi. Trong dip nay t6i dugc gap Marie lan dau tién. Thoat
nhin toi da thay Marie ngudi chirng chac. Chi Hiép da quen biét véi gia dinh Marie nhiéu
ndm nén van dé tim hiéu vé gia thé& khdng con can thiét.

.
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Ong bé Ngoai Marie, "Béc vét” Luong Vidn My ding giiia cic con va chau. Thir nhut tr bén trai:
Ma cua Marie; thu nhi tu’ bén mat: Marie
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Ldc d6, Marie m&i 21 tudi va con dang theo hoc truGng Dugc G Sai Gon. Ba Marie la ky su
Dbinh Quang Chiéu t6t nghiép tur dai hoc rlé’i ti€éng Ecole Centrale de Paris, loai trudng “MIT”
cua Phap. Bac cua Marie, thac si giai phau Tran Quang Pé la vién trudng clia Pai hoc Sai
Gon. Ngoai la &ng kY su’ Luong Van My da qué cd, cb thdi gilr chirc Téng trudng Cong Chanh
cla Viét Nam. Toi thdy minh may man c6 du tu cach dé ti€p chuyén vdi ho hang cua
Marie. Toi nhan thdy Marie c6 mot sac dep tu nhién khéng phan son hodc nif trang hao
nhodng, khdng giay cao got, khdng quan do mau sac loé loet. Con ngudi cia Marie phat ra
moOt nhan cach khiém cung va kin ddo. Ngugc lai tanh toi lai nang dong vi da quen tranh
dau trong nhirng trang hudng khé khan va da s6ng nai dat la qué ngugi trong nhiéu nam
qua. T6i nghi tanh tinh tram lang cta Marie rat thich hgp vai toi, sé gitp t6i, mot ngudi
nang dong, trd nén tram tinh han va nhd vay t6i sé cé dugc cudc sdng bét cang thang. Toi
nghi la toi da gdp dudc ngudi ban ddi ma t6i da tim kiém bay lau nay.

Marie vdi ma Marie, sinh vién truong Duoc

Nh& cd viéc lam tot & Esso, toi khong phai lo vé mat tai chanh va Marie sé khong can md
mot nha thudc ban dugc phdm dé kiém thém ngudn Igi tirc cho gia dinh. Phudc I3n nita cho
t6i la Marie sanh ra trong mot gia dinh liém khiét. Toi rat trong duc tinh nay nhat la trong
cudc ddi su' nghiép sau nay cla t6i. Dudi mat ti, Marie la ngudi ly tudng nhit trén moi
phucng dién nhu thé chat, dao dirc va tinh than. Thugng D& da ban cho t6i mét ngudi ban
dai “mugi phan ven muGi” - tuyét vai vé ndi tam cling nhu ngoai hinh.Téi luc nay, moi viéc
cd vé dién tién sudn sé cho tdi khi toi gdp mot trd ngai mai. Theo truyén thong, t6i sanh ra
trong gia dinh Khdng va Phét gido. Ngudc lai, gia dinh Marie d3 theo dao Cdng gido ba ddi
roi. Giao hdi Cong gido G bén nha rat nghiém nhat trong van dé hon nhan véi ngugi ngoai
dao. Theo ton chi Cong gido, toi phai theo dao va chap thuan cho con cai theo dao méi cir
hanh hon lé trong nha thd dudc. Khong cé ngoai |€ gi khac néu khong Marie sé bi tuyét
thong. Toi thay diéu nay that doc doan va hai bat cong nhung thém moét [an nira, Thugng
dé da lai ctu thoat t6i. Khi con la sinh vién nam thit hai 8 My, t6i c6 hoc mot I8p vé cac ton
gido trén thé gidi va viing tin rang da s6 cac ton gido déu tét ca.
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Ba cua Marie da du hoc nhiéu nam bén Phap nén da quen thubc véi van hda Tay phuong
va 18i suy nghi cdi mé ctia ho. Téi xin dugc gdp 6ng tai vén phong lam viéc dé dugc trinh
bay quan diém cua toi vé tdn gido. Nhu toi da du’ doan, éng to ra la ngudi phong khoéng.
Ong nghe téi trinh bay va tra IGi vGi giong nhe nhang ém dju. Vao dé t6i n6i dao Thién chda
(Cong gido va Tin lanh), cung vd&i Phat gido, An D0 gido, Do thai gidao, va nhiéu tén gidao
khac déu t6t ca. Va néu chi dé 18y dugc vo tdi chiu theo va néi véi vi linh muc rang t6i da
tlr bd dao Phét cla toi d€ dugc vi nay chap thudn 1am 1€ cudi rdi sau do tdi van la con ngudi
cl thi tat ca chi la viéc hoan toan doi tra!

T6i con néu thém la khi chao ddi, tré so sanh cd biét gi vé tdn gido ma cd thé chon theo
Cong gido dugc? Toi nghi khi Ién 18 cac con da trudng thanh va cé toan quyén chon theo
ton gido nao ching mudn. Ong than sinh cua Marie té vé dong y véi I0i gidi thich cla toi
nhung vi linh muc thi khéng. Téi nghi gido hdi Cong gido qua hep hoi dén dd doc ac khi bat
Marie bi tuyét théng chi vi téi mudn Iap gia dinh véi nang. Gdp ngd bi nay, toi quyét dinh la
ching t6i sé khong lam 1€ hon phdi & nha thd ma chi tai tdoa thi chanh ngi ching toi 8 ma
thoi.

Rat may cho chdng t6i, vai nam sau do, cong dong Cong gido Viét Nam cdi mé han nén vi
linh muc "Dong Chua Clu Thé,” tai nha thG gan nha t6i trén dudng Ky Bong dong y cur
hanh 1é hon phdi cho chidng t6i néu t6i chiu cho cac con toi theo dao Cong gido. Toi sé

khong phai theo dao - chi cac con t6i théi! NhG do, Marie khong bi tuyét thong.

Theo phong tuc Viét Nam, chiing t6i Iam 1€ dinh hon tai nha ctia Marie. Bifa tiéc do mot nha
hang noi tiéng & Sai Gon lo liéu cé dong dao ho hang trong dai gia dinh tham du.
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 Khoang sau thang sau, vao ngay 22 thang 11
nam 1960, Marie va tdi chinh thirc t6 chirc 18 cudi
tai van phong Quan trudng, Phudng ba gan nha
chung t6i. Tiéc cudi co gia dinh hai bén du dugc
td chirc tai biét thu s6 83 Ngbé Thdi Nhiém, Sai
I Gon.

B Chung t6i co dat bira tiéc an mirng tai nha hang
Ngoc Lan Dinh trong Chg I3n dé thét dai ho hang
xa gan ciing nhu ban be. Co tat ca 20 ban véi 12
% thuc khach moi ban. Theo phong tuc, gan cudi
" bita tiéc, cd dau chi ré clung vai cha me hai bén
. di tirng ban d€ cdm on khach va nhén nhing 16i
| chic ming va bao Ii xi cua ho.

=\ Ba nam lam tai Esso dem lai cho toi nhiéu niém
 vui. DI khi tdi dudc gai di tu nghiép vé quan tri
* tai Hong Kong va Singapore. Toi dugc giao phd
* trach nhiém kiém soat tat ca cac tram xang cua
. Esso & mién Nam. Cong ty danh cho tdi chiéc xe
*  Chevrolet bdn clra mau den bdng loang dé di
' : ~« thanh tra. Day la lan dau tién trong ddi toi dugc

Ngay cudi 22 thang 11 nam 1960 cd hoi di tham x& s t mii Ca mau mién cuc
tai s6 nha 83 Ngé Thoi Nhiém, Sai Gon  nam tdi thanh phd Quang tri nci cuc bac. Viét
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Nam c6 nhitng b&i bién cat tréng
tuyét dep nhu Viing Tau, Miii Né, |
Cam Ranh, Nha Trang, Pai Lanh |
(Cap Varella). Tuy nhién, canh |
dep tuyét vai nhat la “depot” xang g
Esso do nguGi ban than cla toi la &%
ky su Huynh Ngoc Chau cé vg
Phap tir Phap vé quan ly “depot”
Lién Chiéu, tai chun déo Hai van. §

TOi con qilr dugc ky niém that [E#
tuyét vsi vé dia diém dic biét nay. &
Nudc bién ndi ddy 8m va trong |
vat nhu pha I&. Ngu dan tai d6 da &
bat cho ching t6i kha nhiéu con |
tom hum an that ngon!

Cudc s6ng cla t6i véi chic vy [
kiém sodt vién & Esso kha dé chiju
va t6t dep. Nhung muc dich chinh
clia ddi toi 1a gitp phat trién nudc
nha chd khong phai lam giau cho
mot cong ty ngoai qudc. Toi da
hoc héi trong su6t ba nam trdi

TU trdi: Bac Nam, Bac Tu, Ba tdi trudc ban tho té tién
nhitng cin ban vé quan tri xi Khuong Hou Lén, Khuong Hu Long, Khuong Hiu Phung
nghiép trong mot cong ty da quéc (Bay)

gia. Bay gid |a thdi diém tdi phai slra soan cat canh tung bay. Ndm 1961 chién tranh Viét
Nam tré nén s6i dong han va chanh phu chi cho nhitng thanh nién gilr chifc quan ly tai cac
cong ty quoc doanh dudc hoan dich ma thoi.

Toi that may méan la ngudi hdi dU cc didu kién c6 mat & ddng chd va vao ddng Iic. Cong
ty Budng Viét Nam Iic d6 dang thuc hién chuang trinh hién dai héa dang gia nhiéu triéu
My kim tai Nha May Budng Hiép Hoa nam gan bién gidi vdi Cao mién. T6i dugc cong ty
nhan vao lam v@i chilfc vu giam doc ky thuat phu trach chuong trinh nay. Téi khong ngd
Viét cdng da xd&m nhép vao vung lan cén va cd y dinh pha hoai nha may dé 1am té liét nén
kinh t€ trong nudc. Toi da suyt chét hai lan trong khi lam viéc tai day. Chugng 12 “Nhiing
Nguy Nan Cua Chudng Trinh Ky Nghé Hoa Trong Thdai Chién” & phan sau s€ di vao chi tiét
hon.

Marie va toi song cudc ddi dam bac trong nhirng nam dau sau khi chiing toi Iap gia dinh.
Nam 1962, vdi tién tiét kiém va su gilp d8 cua ba t6i, ching téi don vé villa c6 vuGn phia
trudc tai s6 11 dudng Ky Dong & Sai Gon. Chién tranh ti€p tuc leo thang. Viéc lai xe vé thon
qué vao cudi tuan dé nghi ngoi khdng con an toan nira. T6i nghi téi viéc 1ap mdt manh vudn
trudc nha va lubn trén mai nha dé vui hudng thién nhién trong su an toan cua thanh phé.
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Nhin [én ldu 2 va 3 cua mat tién, co hang tre cao 5 thudc trén san thuong
tranh duoc cac cua sé chung quanh nha.
La xanh truoc nha tranh duoc ngoai duong nhin vao nha

saigon~ 3 rd floor hoof garden *

-

Manh vuon trén noc nha I5u ba vdi cdy an trdj, rau cd, kiéng, qudy ruou va hé nudc.
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Co mot manh vudn “dung nghia” trén mai nha la mot khai niém mdi mé tai Sai Gon vao
nam 1963. Khi ndi téi manh vuan “ding nghia” téi nghi tGi mot mai nha xi méng bang phang
¢ cd moc che phi. O ndi d6 cling cé mét hd nudc nhd, vudn trong rau cai, cdy &n trai, kién
bonsai va ca vang. Tai mdi géc vudn, nhitng chau cao khodng mdt thudc dugc dung dé
tréng cdy an trai nhu’ xu du, nhdn, mdng cau...

T6i ¢6 trong bi dao, hii qua (khG qua) vdi nhitng trai bau dep mét treo ltung Iang trén nhitng
dan g0 ndm ngang. Day la loai san thugng lau ba dau tién tai Sai Gon nam 1962 vdi ho
tam, san cd, vuon rau, vuan cay an trai, mot quay rugu dong thGi cé nudc ndng tur mat
trai.

Ba téi va nguoi chau ho noi manh vuon trén mai nha

Vdi ba t6i va Bac Nam trén san thuong
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Ba va em cua Marie tén Mai trén sén thuong H®& tam trén noc nha

Ddi sdng trong thanh phé dong ngudi nhu' Sai Gon Vi khéi, bui va 6 nhiém tiéng dong van
khi€n cho gia dat tang cao. T6i thay viéc xay mét manh vudn trén mai nha la mot du an
hgp ly, tot cho stic khoé va dem lai nhiéu niém vui. Tuy nhién né doi hoi nhitng kién thirc
cao vé ky thuét dé tranh viéc bi ri nudc va nit ran. Thuc hién dugc du 4n nay qua la mét
th(r thach thich thd cho céng trinh dao tao vé Engineering trudc day cla toi & MIT.

PE thir xem mai nha cd bi ri nuSc khéng, tdi d6 nudc day ngdp mai nha tréng nhu mot cai
hd nho réi d€ y nguyén nhu vay trong mét thang lién. Téi sg sau nay bi ban bé nhao bang
la khdng xay ndi mai nha cho chinh minh! Tdi con nhé da thué thg dd 14 xe van tai dat dé
lap manh vudn. Khong thdy co dau vét ndt ran nao!

biéu lam t6i thoéa long nhut la c6 dugc an ninh va Thién Nhién thu nhé ngay tai nha minh
giCra mot dat nuGc dang ngup lan trong khai Ira. Nai déy, trong an toan, mai cudi tuan toi
co thé erdng thi déng qué thay vi phai di tdi ngoa| 0 thanh ph6 dang bi Viét cong quay
pha. Mdi ngay sau gld lam viéc tai s toi cung cd thé tim dugc mét nai cdy ¢ xanh tuci dé
thu dan. Doi khi tdi con mdi ban bé t8i quay rugu lam bang tre d€ cung nhau thudng thic
doi ba ly rugu gitta bdng hoa va cay kiéng ciia manh vudn xinh dep nay. Tdi con trong
nhifng cay tre va ciy &n trai cao dé che di nhitng canh khdng méy dep méat ctia nhitng nha
chung quanh.
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Khdng khi trong lanh va 1an gié thoang mat [am t3ng vé hap dan cta ndi day. Dau vay, vi
nha t6i chi cach tu gia dai s My Cabot Lodge c6 mot “bloc” dudng ngan nén trudc day Viét
cdng cd nd mdt vai trai réc két vao khu ndy. Vi ly do dd, tdi cho xdy mét hdm trd &n noi
tUng dudi dugc che bdi nhiéu mi€ng thép day. B6i vdi nhitng thanh vién trong gia dinh,
manh vudn nay dugc xem nhu cong trinh dau tién toi thu'c hién dugc tir khi vé nudc. Hom
nay, sau mot nira thé ky, vao ndm 2016, toi khdm pha ra rdng Singapore la thanh ph6 dau
tién trén thé gidi cé nhitng nha choc trdi véi vudn tugc & moi tang lau.

5 Nk h j ] : 1 }‘A-’ ‘:(:)

Mot mai nha va tuong co vuon mdi duoc xdy & Ba Ié

Ngay trudc nha, tdi xay mdt vudn theo kiéu phuang Pdng c6 hd hinh ban dd Viét Nam bj
chia dbi tai vi tuyén 17 ndi cé cau Bén Hai nhu da an dinh trong Hiép dinh Genéve.

PE dugc may man ba tdi va tdi vé Déng Bang sdng Clru Long tim mua mdt cdy “mai kiéng”
dep va hiém dé lam trung tdm diém cla manh vudn. Ddc diém cla loai cdy mai nay la néu
truGc Tét 15 ngay, toi tudc hét 1a thi ding mung mot Tét, cay sé tré bdng vang thét 1dng
lay. Toi v& hoa d6 ciy dén da kiéu Nhut cho mdt xudng tai hdm da Bién Hoa tac cho tdi cay
den & phia trai trong hinh dudi day.
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Manh vuon trubc nha vdi cdy mai 8n mung ngay Tét va cdy me kiéng

Phong khéch & Iu mét vdi bén cd va cdy bong gidy kiéng "bonsai”
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Manh vudn trén lau ba 13 ndi ly tudng dé€ gia dinh hop mat. Theo thdng 1€, ba tdi tu hop
moi ngudi trong dai gia dinh trén mai nha dé chup hinh Iuvu niém vao ngay Tét.

3

1
.
Pai gia dinh chup hinh trén mai nha vao ngay Tét
Cong viéc ndi trg ctia Marie trd nén bé bon hon khi chdng toi nudi gia suc trong nha. Ching
t6i cd tat ca hai con “bergers” D¢ tén la Sony va Blacky, mot con “fox terrier” tén Kiki, mot
con chd Béc kinh tén Cola, vai con chim yén, mdt con sao biét ndi, va chdt hét 1a vai con ca
vung nhiét d&i nudi trong hd ca. Cling nhu da s6 gia dinh trung Iuu, ching toi c6 mot chi
bép va ngudi gilp viéc. Ho s6ng trong phong riéng phia sau nha gan nha bép ngan cach

V@i can nha chanh béi mét hanh lang c6 mai che.

4 5, 2

o /
£ ’
; 2
%

Marie vdi 5 con cua chi Tu' va hai ban trai va gar ,
"Chi Nam Xam,” nguoi vu goc Hoa dang tin cén va 5 tré em do chi cham nom
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Tam long nhan ai va réng lugng cla Marie khién Marie c6 thém viéc mdi. SO la chi Tu
Khuong Hiru Ngan cula toi s6ng & Vinh Long cach Sai Gon 130 cay s6. Chi rat ban ron lo cho
nha thudc tay Cao Thai Hoanh cua chi. Vao thgi d6 truGng hoc & Sai Gon t6t han & cac tinh
nén vi tinh rudt thit, Marie san Iong nhan cham séc cho cac con cua chi Tu. Dan dan tat ca
nam con cla chi déu nhd vao su’ cham séc cua Marie. Em bé nhod nhat hoc I6p mét. Toi
thudng di xa nha vi cdng viéc s@ rat ban. Marie la nguGi phai ding ra dam nhiém moi viéc
va da chu toan nhiém vu mét cach tuyét vai.

Riéng ddi vdi t6i, cudc s6ng G Sai Gon khac xa vdi Nitu Udc. Trudc do, tdi song don doc
trong mot siéu thanh pho. GiG day, t6i luén cd ban bé than thudc song bén t6i & mot do thi
nho bé han. Vi viing ngoai 6 thu dd khong dugc an ninh, téi bat budc phai x€p dat nép séng
va hoat dong hang ngay cho thich hgp vdi tinh hinh ltc do.

Mdi khi cé phai doan ngoai qudc tdi Sai Gon dé Iam viéc trong cac du &n, toi thudng khoan
dai ho tai nha riéng cua t6i. Ngoai ra nhdom chuyén vién cua t6i cong tac rat mat thiét véi
phai doan vién trg kinh t& clia USAID. DE& gilp cai tién diéu kién l1am viéc va mdi giao hao
gitra hai bén, t6i t6 chirc nhitng bira &n t8i tai nha d€ ban ludn vé cdng viéc trong bau khéng
khi thdn mat. Thudng thi bira ti€c bat dau bang cudc gap g& vai rugu khai vi & manh vudn
trén san thuogng do nhan vién cla khach san néi tiéng Caravelle deo gang tay trang phu
trach. Sau do, khach dugc mai di xudng lau ngi ¢ bay san 4 ban tron véi 10 gh€ ng6i mai
ban dé& dung com. Mudn biét cho ngdi & ban nao, khach chi nhin vao ban sg d6 dt & cudi
cau thang. (Xin xem hinh)

Khach di xubng phong an tu’ manh vuon trén lau ba
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i

B

. A A e
g > X4 ‘f? <
Bira tiéc budi téi dai nhom chuyén vién cua NHPTKNVIN va USAID tai I5u mot.

Bén trdi cua téi la Mr. Von Spiegelfield (#3 USAID),nguoi cho y kién toi nén tim
cach roi Sai Gon gap, gan do la Mr. W. Bennett (#2 USAID.)

Trong khi phu trach du an hién dai hoa tai nha may dudng Hiép Hoa, t6i can su giup dd
clia mot chuyén vién vé dién. Rat may, vao ndm 1962, t6i gdp dugc &éng HO Tan Phéat, Tdng
Giam DBoc Cong ty bién Luc Viét Nam. TU d6 chuing toi trd thanh doi ban than. Biét thu do
cOng ty cung cap cho dng cd san quan vgt va ho tdm va la noi nhdm ban hitu thu nhé cla
chling t6i thudng lui tdi. Vao mbi cudi tuan va th{r tu trong gid &n trua thudng 18 (tUr 12 gid
téi 2 gig chiéu) nhom ching t6i gap nhau tai nha éng d€ danh tennis cép déi. Nhitng ban
cung chai tennis chung la anh Nguyén Van Bong, Vién Trudng Vién Qudc Gia Hanh Chanh
va anh Tran Qui Than, Téng Gidm DSc Déng Phucng Ngan hang.

Nam 1964 danh dau mot giai doan that quan trong trong ddi toi. Cam dn Trdi cho t6i may
man dugc mét hon nhan t6t dep, mét ngdi nha 8m cling, mét viéc lam thich thd cling nhu
mot nhdm ban thét tét. Toi cdm thdy hliing khdi va rét san sang lam viéc va hy sinh dé ddi
pho Vi bat cr thir thach nao trong nghé cua toi.

Luc dé, hoan toan vi cd may va tinh cd, 6ng Blru Hoan, Giam doc Trung Tam Khuéch Trugng
Ky Nghé&, mot cd quan cua chinh phu di nhan chic vu dai dién cho Viét Nam tai Ngan Hang
Qudc T& & Hoa Thinh Bn do 6ng Téng Trudng Au Trudng Thanh bd nhiém. V&i su hd trg
cia B6 Kinh T€, toi dugc chi dinh thay thé€ dng Blru Hoan vi t6i la ngudi héi du diéu kién va
cé mat tai cho dung ldc bay gid. Trong thdi gian lam viéc ba ndm vdi hdang qudc té Esso toi
da hoc hdi dugc nhiéu kinh nghiém vé khoa hoc quan tri tan tién. Ngoai ra, t6i da lam Giam
doc k¥ thuat ba nam cho mot cong ty k¥ nghé I16n la Cong ty Budng Viét Nam.
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Lién sau do, t6i nghi ngay téi viéc dao tao cap tdc moét nhdom chuyén vién gidi tir qudc ndi
va qudc ngoai dé& cé du kha néng hdi nhdp vao cdng cudc phét trién mét quéc gia dang
phat trién va nhit 13 trong thdi chién. Vi Ia k§ su Viét t6t nghiép tir MIT dau tién vé nudc
sau mot thai gian lam viéc tai N{ru Udc, t6i cong tac vdi HOi Cuu Sinh Vién Dai Hoc MY/
American University Alumni Association (AUAA) d€ tuyén dung nhan vién méi. Cung lic do,
t0i bat dau cac chuang trinh dau tién hudn luyén ngudi chi huy nham nang cao nhanh chdng
kha nang chuyén mon cho nhan vién Trung Tam Khuéch Truagng Ky Nghé. Téi lién lac vai
trudng K§ Thudt Phi Tho d€ thau dung nhiing sinh vién xuét sac tdt nghiép tir nci ndy. Dé
tranh té doan hai 10 va khuyén khich nhan vién, t6i khong quén thuyét phuc Hoi Dong Quan
Tri thdng qua mdt bang luang bong dau tién phu hgp vdi kha ndng va ndng xudt cla tirng
ngudi. T6i cling nghi téi viéc xay cat cu’ xa cho nhan vién d€ &n dinh van dé nhan su cho
Trung tam.

Mdi séng thir ba, ding 7 gid 30, tat ca 40 nhan vién cdp diéu hanh tu tap tai phong hop
cla Trung tam. Nhiing ai tdi treé sé khéng dugc vao vi clra phong da bi khéa lai. Bién phap
ky ludt nay to ra rat hitu hiéu. Mo6i nhan vién dugc chi dinh mét dé tai dé€ nghién clru mot
thang trudc ngay dirng ra thuyét trinh. Buong nhién dé cd thé trinh bay mot cach trdi chay,
nhan vién cling phai hoc ky-thuat “public speaking” an ndi trudc cong chung. Sau phan trinh
bay, la phan tra IGi cau hoi cua clr toa. Gan giG man hop, toi dirng ra nhan xét uu va khuyét
diém cua bai thuyét trinh k& ludn kha néng trinh bay cla dién gia. Nhiéu ndm sau néy, trong
nhitng budi hop mat tai San Francisco, moi ngu@i déu thd nhan véi toi la moi nguGi nhu
ngoi trén dong Ira moi khi dén lugt minh phai thuyét trinh vao nhirng sang thir ba khé quén
do. Diéu dang ming la tat ca nhin nhan rang “public speaking training” nay rat hitu ich cho
viéc lam vé sau tai ngoai quoc.

Piéu ai cling biét 1a viéc b nhiém nhiing chirc vu dirng ddu céc co quan tai chanh cla chinh
phu déu dua vao yéu t6 chanh tri nén do la nhitng cg héi ngan vang dé€ cac dang phai gay
quy hoat déng. Vi th& mai lan c6 mot chanh phd méi téi tranh hét sdc phai dinh liu dén
nhitng viéc nhu vay. Nhung day dung la truGng hgp “ndéi dé han lam.” Mot trong nhirng
thanh qua trong cudc ddi su’ nghiép cua t6i la da gilr dugc mot viéc lam t6i uva chudng trong
sudt thai gian tUr nam 1964 tGi ngay mat Sai Gon nam 1975. Lam sao t6i vugt khdi nhirng
cdn song gié chanh tri trong 11 nam lién nhu vay dugc? Toi cau xin Thugng D€ ban cho
minh su’ sdng sudt va can dam dé bay td mdt cach trong sang va trung thuc nhitng diéu tai
nghe mat thay khi con & bén nha. T6i da dua vao nhitng suy xét thudng tinh va su' tu kém
ché& dé khuét phuc dugc cdc cdm do. Cho nao trén thé gidi ndy ciing cd té doan tham nhiing.
Tai nhirng nuéc kém maé mang nd 16 dién duGi hinh thirc tién mat hay vang. Tai Hoa Ky, do
la nhitng tap doan hang ngan luat su’ lam nghé van dong hanh lang/lobby & Hoa Thinh Ban.

D€ tranh nan tham nhiing, t6i bao ddm cho nhan vién mét mic luang x(rng dang du séng
va xay cat thém cu xa. Ngudc lai, moi ngudGi phai lam viéc hét si'c minh va san sang doi
pho vai sy canh tranh lubn rinh rap ¢ bén ngoai. Hang ném, cd quan USAID tham dy vao
viéc “audit” kiém sodt s6 sach cia Ngan hang that ky ludng. Nhung van con mét k& hé nira
trong guéng may quan tri. Diéu gi sé xay dén néu t6i hoan toan trong sach trong khi vg toi
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lai nhan cda dat 16t mdt cach kin dao va khdn khéo cla gigi kinh doanh? VGi dai da s6
nhirng viéc lam rat phd bién nhu' vdy & phucng Ddng thi chi Ong Trdi biét dugc ma thoi.

Trong suét thap nién lam viéc trong Ianh vuc tai chanh, t6i luén phai ducng dau va c6 géng
ch€ ngu su' cam do cua tham nhiing, hGi 16. Khdng thiéu gi lic ban bé hay than nhan cua
cac gidi chlfc cao c8p trong chinh phu lién lac véi toi d€ vay tién ngan hang. T6i chi daon
gian tra 16i rang néu du &n cua ho hdi du tiéu chun ciia ngan hang thi sé dugc hoan tat
trong thoi gian rat ngan. Bifa no, vi phu nhan cla thd tudng chanh phu dién thoai cho toi
vé ho sd cia mot hang dét va t6i cling tra I6i nhu’ vay ma thoi. Bira khac toi rat ngac nhién
khi nhan ra tudng Loan, cuu chi huy trudng Canh sat qudc gia, chdng gay vao phong lam
viéc cla t6i. Sau mét cudc dam thoai ngdn, 6ng ndi dng can vay sd tién d&€ md mot tiém
kim hoan. T6i € phép tra I3i dng la ngén hang khdng thé cho vay dugc vi dé khdng phai la
mot du an ky nghé Va moi su két thic ém dep. Lan khac, tudng TT Dinh lam du an vay
tién lap cong ty an loat dugi mét tén khac. HO so dugc chap thuan vi héi du dieu kién cla
Ngan hang. It 1au sau viéc tra ng khong dugc dang thai han va t6i bat dau gap khé khan tur
phia 6ng. T6i s& &p dung bién phap cé san theo luat phap ngan hang. Nhung ngay 30 thang
tu 1975 da két thac moi viéc!

Trong mot dip Tét Trung Thu, nha t6i dién thoai cho toi khi t6i dang & van phong. Nha toi
cho biét c6 ngudi mang lai nha dé tdng banh trung thu nhung & dudi hép dung banh la day
tién gidy 500 va vang 1a. Nha t6i da t{rc khac tra lai cho ho va dién thoai bdo cho toi biét.
Marie c6 ndi thém la qua bi€u tai nha terBng kém theo nhiéu ly do khac nhau. Mot ca nhan
g|a| thich la nhG vay dugc cta Ngan hang 6ng ta xay cat xudng va da trd nén glau co va
mudn tra on tdi. Ong ta ¢ gang bién luan la viéc 6ng lam khdéng phai la h6i 16 ma la on
nghia. Moi khi nhitng viéc nhu vay xay dén, Marie lién bao cho tdi biét d& cd thé ngdn chén
kip thdi.

Con mdt viéc khac kha thu vi nita tdi mudn ké & day. Vi chiing tdi khéng c6 con nén mét sé
ngudi ndi néu dugc ai dé tdng vang hay cdm thach quy thi chiing tdi s cd con trai! Nhung
t6i tin 1a mén qua quy nhit Thugng DE ban cho t6i la cd ngudi vg liém khiét. NhG vay sau
hon ntra thé ky chung sdng véi nhau toi nghi ra ly do Thugng D€ da gilp t6i thanh cong
trén dudng su’ nghiép. Ngoai viéc gilr dudc su’ liém khiét, toi con phai hét long cong tac vai
nhém “ga ndi” tré tudi, ndng déng va clrng tay nghé cla téi dé chlng tdi cing nhau lam
viéc co thanh qua.

Toi nhan thady mudn ngudi vay khong trén ng thi ho can cd nhirng nhan vién diéu hanh gioi
dé hang xudng clia ho cd nang suét cao. Nam 1964, toi thanh I1ap Hoi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép
Viét Nam dé thudng xuyén td chirc nhitng khod hdi thao bé ich dao tao thém quan tri gia.
Victor Hugo ¢ ndi “Song la Tranh D3u.” T6i da tranh dau va tranh dugc su ganh dua, tranh
gianh chirc vu cta nhitng ngu@i cd thé luc vi ho biét tdi san sang tranh dau cho niém tin
vao chanh nghia cda tdi. T6i xin dudc phép dung thi du nhu “danh box” trén vd dai dé noi
rd hon vé y nghi ndy. Néu toi d&u gioi thi nhitng ngudi c¢d thé luc khé ma ha ndi tdi. Hon
nifa, nhitng ké nao khén s& kiém ddi thu vira hodc dudi sic minh dé do sirc. Tdi gi phai
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chon su bat trdc va c6 thé phai du hét 15 vong ddy mau me, thuang tich ma khéng ndm
chac dugc phan thdng. NhG on Thugng D€ t6i da khdng phai ddu sic v8i ngudi dua vao
thé luc trong 11 nam lam viéc cho chanh phu tai Sai Gon.

Ky niém dang ghi nhé nhitt ctia ddi téi 1a bira mitng sanh nhut 70 tudi. Nhdm chuyén vién
“ga noi” tré ngay xua d& am tham lén Internet t6 chirc bat ngd “mét trém phan trém” cho
t0i tai My. Mdc dau ho sdng tan mac khap nai trén thé gidi sau 25 nam, ho van tu tap vé
c&n nha khiém t8n cula téi § San Francisco vao ndm 2000 dé c budi hop mat that cam déng
va day y nghia trong dgi lam viéc cla t6i. (Xin xem hinh bén dudi)

Hang 1: Chi V9Hing, Chi LTMueu, Chi LHG, Thdo, Chi XKHDiéu, Ank KHDiéu, Chi PMTam, Chi NDCuong, Chi Mong Hodng, Chi LTTao
Hang 2: VThic, Chi VIhiic, HONkE, Chi NDKRoi, Chi TVKRGi, Chi NPChién, Chi TCNghia, Anh TCNghia, VHing, LHE, PMTam, NDChién
Hang 3: NNDién, NDKh6i, NDCieong, TVKAGi, LTMuu, NKDG, NVChiu, HHHin, BTQNhon, LTTao, NVHing

Théng 10, 2000. Hinh chup ngoai sdn sau nha tbi. Mot budi sinh nhut 70 tudi hoan toan bt ngo
VOi su’ hién dién cua nhiéu nhan vién chua duoc gap lai sau thang 4, 1975.

To6i da hudng dugc nhirng giay phut that tuyét vGi cia ddi minh trong dip nay. Tat ca moi
ngudi da thanh dat khi xay lai cudc ddi 6 Tan Thé Gidi trong nhitng chirc vu diéu hanh véi
nhitng dai cong ty My nhu PacBell, Pennzoil, Esso, Halliburton, PG&E, van van...
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DINH MANG VA SO MANG

Hoi tudng lai 17 ndm séng & Sai Gon tir 1958 t6i 1975, toi phai thd nhan rang cam nghi cua
t6i vé thai ky trong dai nay cua ddi minh cling nhu' cia dan toc qua la vui budn lan 16n.

MOt mat, toi that vui sudng dugc doan tu véi gia dinh sau m6t thai gian dai du hoc & My,
vé thdm Dbng Bang séng Clru Long than thuang cla thdi nién thi€u va co nhirng viéc lam
t6t & Esso, Cong ty Budng Viét Nam va Ngan Hang Phat Tri€n K§ Nghé. T6i con may man
dugc két hdn véi mét ngudi vg tuyét vai theo phong tuc Khdng gido va dong thdi van dugc
tu do chon ngudi phdi ngau thay vi do ba ma t6i ap dat.

Ngoai ra con ¢ giai doan day md hdi nudc mat dé khuét phuc moi thir thach trong llc toi
tham gia vao chanh phd mién Nam. Nh& vao kién thirc chuyén mon t6i hoc hoi dugc & Hoa
Ky, t6i d& d6c hét tdm luc vao cdng cudc phét trién ki nghé ctia mién Nam. Tdi nghi rang
trong 11 ndm phuc vu cho chanh phi mién Nam, tdi da cé nhitng dong gdp cu thé va dang
k& cho mét qué huong khdng nhitng kém md& mang ma con bi tan pha bdi chién tranh. Toi
da thoat chét hai lan trong “dudng to k& tdc” khi di chuyén tSi dia diém lam viéc tai nha
may Hiép Hoa. (Xem Chuadng 12). Su két hgp gilra ki€n thirc vé k¥ thuat tan ti€én Tay Phuong
véi gia tri tinh than Khéng gido da tao ra mdt cudc “Pdng gdp Tay” hai hoa va gidp toi trd
thanh mét k§ thuét gia lanh nghé dé& phung su’ d&t nudc toi.

Mat khac, toi cling da phai trai qua nhitng bién c6 khoc liét cua chién tranh cho dén ngay
Sai Gon rdi vao tay quan xam lang Bdc Viét ngay 30 thang 4, 1975. Ciing nhu hai mudi triéu
quan dan Mién Nam, toi bi phan da khéng gilt dugc mién Nam rgi vao ach thong tri cla
cdng san méc dau toan dan da ¢ géng hét sirc minh dé€ bao vé Viét Nam Cdng Hoa dugc
ti€p tuc s6ng trong cong binh, tu’ do va dan chu.

Nguyén nhan cudc bai tran nay that nhiéu va philic tap khd noi hét trén mot trang gidy,
nhung vdi than phan mot ngudi ti nan cong san phai bo xr ra di, mat qué huogng va mat
tat ca tai san da chat chiu tao dung bang md hoi va nudc mat trong hai thap nién, toi khong
thé nao quén qua khir d€ cé vai nhan dinh.

Trudc tién vé phia ngudi My, méc du ho vién trg kinh té& cho Viét Nam, khdng hdn dé gitp
Viét Nam thoat khdi tinh trang cham tién sau thgi ky 100 ndm bi Phap cai tri, ma ho mudn
dung Viét Nam lam mét tién don dé€ ngan chan lan séng Cong San xdm nhép vung Déng
Nam A theo chd thuyét domino clia Téng théng Eisenhower. TU vai trd ¢§ vdn quan su
(23.000 nguGi ndm 1964) ho bat dau tham chién khi quan cdng san Bac Viét gia tang ap
luc quan su.

Ngay 08/03/1965, Thly Quan Luc Chién My dd bo & Da Nang md dau cudc tham chién dai
qui md cua My tai VN. SO quan nhan va quan cu gia tang nhanh chéng theo mic dé leo
thang cta chién trudng, lic cao diém (cudi 1968) quan s My 1én dén 536.000 ngudi va
cling la nam My thiét hai nhiéu nhat vé s6 tir vong (16 899 ngudi). Mac du My tham chién
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nhung khdng tuyén chién, tat ca cac chanh pha My tir Eisenhower téi Nixon, déu theo dudi
nguyén tac la quan doi My va mién Nam sé khong bao giG xam chi€ém mién Bac, trong khi
Cong san Viét Nam va Cong san quéc t& lién két d& ddc toan luc xdm chiém mién Nam. Noi
mot cach khac, chdnh phu Hoa Ky khdng ¢6 v viéc tiéu diét ddi thu bang chién thang quén
su’ theo quan diém c8 hitu vé chién tranh. Vi mét chanh sach nhu vdy cbt dé tranh cho
chién tranh Viét Nam bién thanh mot cudc do sic toan cau gilra Hoa Ky va ca khdi cong
san, cudc that tran cua My tai Viét Nam la mot bai hoc lich sir dau dén clia My trong sach
lugc dbi v8i cong san.

Vé phia chanh phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa, phai chdng ndi lo 4u mién Nam sé& bi Bic Viét tan
cdng bang vd luc da thic ddy cac tudng 1&nh ndm 18y chinh quyén sau vu 14t dd va sét hai
T6ng thdng Ngd Dinh Diém ngay 2 thang 11 ndm 1963.

Ong George Clemenceau cé ndi “chién tranh la van dé qué quan trong dé cé thé trao cho
cac tudng lanh quyén dinh doat.” Cac tudng lanh khéng nhitng chiém doc quyén chi huy
quan su’ ma con tudc hét quyén cua cac gidi chirc dan su’ nifa. Gubng may hanh chanh
trong nudc da bi cac quan nhan ché ngu. Cong chic xuat than tur Vién Quoc Gia Hanh
Chanh bi dit dudi su kiém soét clia cac si quan nhiéu khi kém kha ndng hon ho. Trong
thanh phan uu td cta nudc nha, mot sé tudng lanh co kién thirc thap.

Thuc su, ngay tir ndm 1960, ti€p theo quyét dinh cta Bo Chinh tri Ha N&i thanh lap Mat
Trén Giai Phong dé thon tinh mién Nam bang ca quén su' lan chanh tri, cudng do chién
tranh gia téng khién chinh Téng théng Ngd Pinh Diém cling thdy can bd nhiém si quan vao
chlrc vu tinh trudng, roi sau dé dén quén trudng dé€ ddi phd vdi tinh trang an ninh cang
ngay cang té hai nh(t Ia & ndng thon. K& tir ndm 1965 chirc vu tdng thng va tha tudng
chanh ph cling do tudng lanh nam gitr luén!

Chanh sach quan doi hda guéng may cong quyén, néu cé thuc su hitu hiéu doi vdi cac si
quan co tai, cd ddc, thu phuc dugc nhan tam ngudi dan, thi trdi lai da tao nén mot trang
thai 6 hgp mua quan ban tugc lam yéu di chdng nhitng quan ddi ma ca hé théng hanh
chanh va chanh tri. Mot thi du 16 bich dién hinh nhu viéc bd nhiém mdt vi dai té an ninh
quan doi, kém hoc thic va kha nang quan su, dudc thang tudng vi co6 cong trong cudc dao
chénh va dugc b nhiém vao chilric vu Téng trudng Van Héa. Nhung roi 6ng cling chi & tai
chirc dugc vai thang ma thoi. Ngugi ta noi: “bat tai vo dung” la vay.

Nhung quan déi Viét Nam Cong Hoa khdng phai chi c6 nhitng phan tir bat tai, bat tudng
nhu vay. Lam sao toi quén dugc trong sudt thdi gian chién tranh chong cdng san gianh tu
tat dat, 223 748 quan nhan Viét Nam Cong Hoa cac cap da bd minh va 1 169 000 quan
nhan bj thuagng trén chién tran (theo laguerreduvietnam.com).

BGn thap nién trudc day, Hoa Ky, siéu cudng thé gidi, da bo roi mién Nam, dat quan doi
Mién Nam trong tinh trang khéng c6 dan dugc va x8ng nhét dé tiép tuc chién d&u chdng 20
su’ doan cla quan doi mién Bac. Sau khi doc qua ban thao clia cudn hoi ky nay, Peter Arnett,
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nha bao dugc gidi Pulitzer da viét: “Chinh ca nhan éng va cac ban nién thi€u cta 6ng da
gilp sUrc xay dung mot mién Nam ma Hoa Ky d& ho tro rbi bo roi sau do.”

Ba muai thang 4, 1975, cung chung s6 phan vGi nhan dan mién Nam, Marie va t6i da mat
tat ca, nhung ching toi co cai may mdn hon con sdng sét dén trai ti nan Camp Pendleton
clia Thay quén luc chién My trong ti€u bang California. V&i hai ban tay trdng, ching toi lam
lai cudc ddi luc gilra dGi ngudi, bat dau cudc séng mdi tai Tan Thé Gidi. (Xin xem hinh cla
Associated Press Wirephoto bén dudi.)

A Emlt. a(_nl New.Begin{:ings

Anoclated Presy Wireehote

Khung Huu Dien, ex-banker, shows his wealth—clothes for family.

(Khuong Hiu Biéu, cuts Téng Giam Béc Ngén hang, trinh bay tai san cda éng (cai “sac”
dung quan go cua gia dinh).
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Phan 5

Qudn Tri Trong Thoi Chién

Chuong 11

Cau Chuyén Di Lam Vai ESSO

Where you get |
all the extras. |

Noi ban duoc loi moi phan

Khéng bao lau sau khi khdi su’ 1am viéc véi Esso & Sai Gon, toi dé y thdy thai dd cia dng
Téng gidm ddc J. P. Case da thay ddi. Trai véi thdi dd an can va than mat khi 6ng gap toi &
Nifu Udc va khi 6ng thuyét phuc téi vé& nudc dé cong tac véi Esso, 6ng trg nén trich thugng
va lanh nhat hon. Diéu nay da khién t6i ngd ngang va kho chiu. Ong la con ngudi hai mat
nhu trong ti€u thuyét “The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” Ong c6 phong cach
cla mot cdng chirc thuc dan thdi D€ Qudc Anh khi thdng tri An B0, noi ma 6ng da lam viéc
cho Esso mét thdi gian. Diéu ndy da biéu hién rd trong cach ndi, di dirng va ddi xr lanh
lung, vd cam véi hang tram nhan vién cua cong ty.



béng gap Tay

Phai chdng cdi cung cach ngao man ctia 6ng cé phan nao anh hudng dén cai khong khi ngot
ngat va ky thi trong cong ty vi cac cap chi huy da tréng trong céng ty cling coi thudng nhan
vién ngudi Viét, tuy ho cd vé né trong ddi chdt ddi véi nhitng ngudi cd hoc vi cao hodc dugc
dao tao 6 Phap va My, nhu trudng hgp cua toi xudt than tir MIT. Mac du nhan vién da trang
td ra cao ngao nhu vay, nhung khong phai tat ca déu cd kha nang. Nhiéu ngugi chi co hoc
luc bac trung hoc & x(r ho r6i dugc gdi qua Sai Gon lam viéc vi cé tay nghé, cd chdt it kinh
nghiém hay quen biét ho hang.

Tudng cling nén biét la tir cudi thap nién 1950, mot s6 kha I6n ngudi My da cé mat & Sai
Gon va tai nhiéu dia phudng & mién Nam. Da s6 ho lam c6 van cho cac cg quan dan su hay
quan su, nhung khong tac chién. Sau gan mot thé ky bi Phap cai tri, hién tugng ngugi da
trdng xem thudng ngudi Viét dugc xem la chuyén “binh thudng” trong xa hdi Viét Nam thdi
ay.

NGi lam viéc dau tién cua t6i & Esso la tai kho dau “Terminal” Nha Be, mot bén cang & ngoai
0 Sai Gon. Tau chd dau dén ti Nam Duadng chay trén sng Sai Gon tgi Terminal nay, la khu
ton trir dé phan phdi dau clua Esso cho toan qudc.

Tau chd dau cua ESSO tai Nha Be, séng Sai Gon

Giam Ddc cta Terminal la Bob Bell, mot ngui Uc Iam viéc héng say, nhung it hoc, ky thi va
th6 10. Ong ta hay chui thé va ndng gidn tai sé lam. Cung cach coc cdn ha cap cua 6ng ta
dugc thé hién qua nhitng hanh ddng nhu cach éng ta doi chi€c nén cao boi kiéu AL'Jc, ong ta
noi sui bot mép, di dirng nghénh ngang, ninh hét cap trén va doa nat cap dudi. Ong ta hay
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khoe khoang vé mdi lién hé mat thiét v6i 6ng giam déc diéu hanh day quyén uy Mitchell.
Ong ta doi xir v8i nhan vién ngudi Viét tai Nha Be khong khac gi nhu véi cac cu li vay. Hanh
vi clla 6ng ta gidng hét vién dai ta Nhat Sato trong phim “Le pont sur la Riviere Kwai.”

Anh ban cua t6i la ky su Huynh Ngoc Chau khong may lam phu ta cho tay giam d6c Bob
Bell ndy. Chau la mét ky su gia dan va mét con ngudi ¢ tu' cach. Anh tét nghiép bén Phap
va ¢ mét ngudi vg Phap rat dé mén. Anh c6 thira ban lanh d€ ddi phé lai Bob Bell moi khi
ong ta dung Idi I€ tho bi hay doi xtr t6i té véi thudc cap. Toi dudc cong ty cap cho mot biét
thu xay theo ki€u Phap ndm k€& bén cdn nha ctia Chdu nhung mai ngdéi do clia nha toi da bi
thay thé bdng mot mai tdn da ri sét trdng rat do ban. Téi tir chdi khdng chiu s8ng trong
ng6i nha dé va ndi véi Bob la can nha tréng nhu mot chudng ga. Di nhién la Bob khong ua
thai do thang than cla t6i va khdng mubn c6 téi lam viéc bén 6ng ta. Chi trong tuén sau,
Bob cho tdi khdng phai hang ngudi lam chan 18m tay bun va tdi dugc thuyén chuyén vé van
phong Sai Gon dung nhu'y t6i mubn. Toi thay khong hirng thu gi khi phai lam viéc tai mot
noi kém hap dan nhu vay. Qua la khac xa viéc lam trudc day cla toi & Broadway, Nitu Udc.

Céi kh6 cho mét k¥ su xudt than tir MIT nang dong nhu téi ma phai lam céng viéc phéan
phéi san phdm dau xéng khdng dem lai cho téi chit thir thach hirng thi gi ca. Néu tdi chiu
an phan véi mot cubc sdng an nhan va s luong bao dam thi cong viéc téi dang phu trach
that ly tudng. Tiéc thay, viéc bao tri va xay thém nhirng tram xang mai khong phai la muc
dich cua dai toi.

NhG lai lic & Nitu Udc, t6i da thiét ké nhitng nha may phat dién c6 cong xuat 10,000 kW
cho Cuba hay Ecuador. Vao luc do, téi lam cong viéc thuc thu cia mot ky su’ va hoc héi
dudc nhiéu kién thdc hitu ich vé ky thuat.

Tai ESSO, t6i mudn thuc hién nhitng kién thifc va kinh nghiém da thu thap dugc tir Hoa Ky.
T6i mudn dy nhitng khoa hudn luyén vé quan tri xi nghiép cao cap do Louis Allen hudng
dan & Singapore va Hong Kong dé tao dung cho minh mét nén tang virng chic ciia mot
chuyén gia. Vao nam 1960, t6i da hoan tat mot chuang trinh huan luyén vé quan tri do cong
ty c& van ndi ti€ng hoan cau Booz Allen Hamilton Inc. t6 chirc & Singapore.

Sau khi t6t nghiép trd vé Sai Gon, t6i dugc giao phd mot cong viéc tot nhirt cho toi tai ESSO.
T6i dudc bd nhiém chilrc vu Diéu Hgp Vién Chuang trinh gian di hod cdng viéc trong céng
ty “Work Simplification Coordinator.” V&i chifc vu mdi, t6i cd quyén quan sat viéc lam cla
moi van phong trong cong ty, phan tich dir kién va dé ra mét phugng thic lam viéc hitu
hiéu hon. T6i dung biéu dd khéi quy trinh (Flow Process Chart) dé€ gilp toi lam viéc. Toi
theo ddi cach thirc Ivu chuyén gidy td, tai liéu trong cdng ty dé€ loai bo nhitng gi khdng céan
thiét va nghi ra cach luu chuyén ngdn gon nhit. Mét khi phuang thic hitu hiéu nhit dugce
dem ra ap dung, Ban Quan tri cd thé dat dugc muc tiéu da dé ra vdi chi phi thdp nhdt. Nho
vay cdng ty cd thé canh tranh dé dang han. Nhirng kinh nghiém néy rét hitu ich cho téi khi
tdi chuyén qua lam viéc trong l&nh vuc phat trién ki nghé. Trong thdi gian chuyén tiép,
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cong viéc cua toi 8 ESSO nhe nhang dén muc sau tam giG lam viéc & sé toi co du thdi gid
dé& hudng thu véi ban hitu va gia dinh.

MOt niém vui khac cling to 18n khi lam véi ESSO la t6i c¢d dip di thdm moi ngi trong nudc, tu
mdi Ca Mau, tinh tan cung mién Nam, dén Quang Tri, thanh phd & tan cung mién Bac, giap
vi tuyén 17 vung phi quan su. T6i di rat nhiéu nai dé thanh tra cac tram x&ng. Nhiém vu
clia t6i bao gém viéng moi tram x&ng, chup hinh va dua dé nghj dé cai tién cach quan tri
cla nai dé.

Cong ty danh cho tdi mdt chiéc xe Chevrolet bén clra mau den va mét tai x& dé tdi tu' do di
lai. Diéu lam t6i nhuc dau nhat la lam sao ki€ém soat dudc lugng xéng ban cho khach hang.
MOi mdy bom loai cd xua ¢ hai binh chifa xéng bang thuy tinh véi dung tich 5 Iit moi binh
dé€ do Iudng sd xang ban ra. Vién quan ly tram xang cat cai ddu niém bang chi ctia may
bam rdi cho nhitng hon bi thay tinh vao trong binh dé dan gian xdng cua khach. Sau d6 anh
ta stra cai ddu niém bang chi d&€ gén vao lai nhu cli. Mai [an di thanh tra v&, téi mang ca ré
cac hon bi thuy tinh nhu vay. Diéu th{r thach déi vdi toi la lam sao bat dugc hét cac tén gian
lan d6. Gidi phap chung cho nhitng vu gian lan la thuyét phuc chd tram xang khéng nén
lam nhu vay, néu tai pham sé bi déng clra. Ngoai ra, t6i da ché ra dugc mot cai dau niém
tdt han dé gan vao may bom. Ké gian 1an sé bj truy t6 nghiém nhdt bdi chdnh quyén dia
phucng.

Béng Esso bi dan ban 16 chd
Tram xang noi lang mac vdi thung chua xang va may bom tay
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Toi hudng dudc nhirng tién nghi tot nhit ¢ Sai Gon hay & cac dia phudng khi toi di cong
tac. Vi xa qué huong trong su6t bay nam trgi, tdi mong mudn hoc hdi va kham pha x{ s@
toi tir Nam chi Bac, déc biét vung Dong Bang Song Clru Long.

Tinh hinh an ninh dat nudc vao thap nién 50 hdy con tot va t6i co thé di xe hai dém ciing
nhu ngay téi ngi t6i mudn. Mac du doi khi cling xay ra nhitng vu khiing bd do Viét Cong gay
ra nhu sat hai xa trudng, quan trudng, cong chirc hay dat bom & chg va rap hat, nhung noi
chung giai doan 1954-60 dudc xem la thdi ky thanh binh nht ctia mién Nam trudc khi chién
tranh tai phat dir doi. Pén cudi nam 1960, khi cdi goi la Mat Tran Giai Phéng dugc thanh
Iap thi cuGng dd chién tranh gia tdng theo mdc d6 xam nhéap cta quan chanh quy mién Bac.

C6 dip di qua viing Bong Béng Song Clru Long mdi thdy cudc séng qua 1a dé dang, tru phd.
Pét dai bang phang véi hang ha sa s6 kinh rach tao nén phuong tién giao thong ré tién va
hé théng dan thly nhap dién rét thich hgp cho dong rudng co bay thang canh. Ddi séng
cla ngudi ndng dan that dé chiu nhd lta day kho, luang thuc day du, tom ca day dong. Gia
stc nhu' ga vit heo cling rét nhiéu, ngay ca cac loai chim chdc, éch, rén, lun ciing 1a nhitng
thirc &n tim thay dé dang & khap nai...

Long t6i ludn dugc tudi vui mdi khi tdi c6 dip vé lai thanh phé M§ Tho va tinh Binh Tudng
dé viéng thdm ba ma, anh chi em, ho hang va be ban thdi thd du. Ngay ca sau bao nam
song bén My, xr cia “burger/hot dog”, toi van khong sao quén dudc cdc mén an dac san
nhu “lau luan” cta Binh Dai, hay mén ca 16c nudng. Tinh nha cla tdi ddc biét néi tiéng mon
“Hu tiéu My Tho” ngon hon hu tiéu cac ndi khac trong nudc. Mot mén &n ndi tiéng khac l1a
nem Cai Lay.

—

Hu Tiéu My Tho
T6i con nhé loai nudc x8t doc déo hiéu "Tudng O-madi Hiép Hoa Sanh My Tho" rat thich hgp
v@i nhiéu mon an. Dinh Tudng con cd cac loai trai cay that hap dan nhu cam Cai Be, nhan
Thudc Nhiéu va vé sd nhitng trdi cdy khac nhu' xoai, mén, mang cau ta, mang cau Xiém, oi,
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chudi, thanh long, vu sita, sau riéng va dura, ... (Xin doc thém Chudng 2 — Thud Thanh Binh
Vlng Bong Bang S6ng Clru Long.)

Nem Nem cudn, goi cuén mdi vua lam xong

Hon nira, khi nhac tdi Pinh Tuong qué téi, co I€ cin dé cap dén vi tri chién luoc
quan trong cua tinh nady trong lich su’ Viét Nam.

Trong cudc Nam Tién, Dinh Tudng la noi don nhan dau tién ngudi Trung Hoa dén cong cu
vGi ngui Viét. Nam 1679, khoang 3000 binh si trung thanh véi nha Minh di trén 50 chién
thuyén dén xin chia Nguyén cho Iap nghiép. Chua Nguyén chia ra hai nhém, mét nhém do
Tran Thugng Xuyén chi huy dén khai pha vung Cu lao Phd (Bién Hoa), nhém kia do Ducng
Ngan Dich chi huy xuéng My Tho va Cao Lanh. Trong cudc cong cu nay, nhirng cudc hon
nhan gilfa ngudi Tau (cac binh si doc than) va ngudi Viét da thanh hinh. Ba s6 nguGi Minh
Huaong (Viét lai Tau) tap trung thdi dy & Dinh Tudng.

Trong cudc xam lugc ctia Phap hoi thé ky 19, sau khi ph6é d6 d6c Charner danh chiém tinh
Gia Dinh (thang 2 /1861) thi 2 thang sau, 6ng danh chiém tinh Dinh Tudng, clra ngd cua
vling Dong Bang S6ng Curu Long. Vung dat Dinh Tudng cling la khu khang chién cla cac si
phu mién Nam ndi ddy chéng Phap dau tién véi cac 13nh tu nhu Nguyén Trung Truc, Tha
Khoa Huéan, Thién H6 Duang, ...

John Paul ¥ann and
America in Vietnam

NEILSHEEHAN

Trutc thang vén trong vung sinh 18y Su lua déi hao nhoang
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Trong cudc Chién Tranh Bong Duadng lan Thd Hai (1960-1975), Su Doan 7 cla Quan Luc
Viét Nam Cong Hoa da dat Bo Tu Linh 8 My Tho va tran danh cap trung doan lan dau tién
gitta Quan luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa va Viét Cong d3 xay ra & Ap Bic (cach quan Cai Lay
khoang 10 km) vao ngay 2 thang 1 ndm 1963. Tran danh ndy c6 nhitng ddc diém lich sur:
lan dau tién phdi hgp chién xa van (xe boc thép M-113) va truc thang van (truc thang UH1-
Huey) va lan dau tién quan cdng san thang tran mac du quan sg it han 4 [an quan My-Viét
(300 quan cong san so v@i 1400 quan My-Viét).

Tran Ap Béc da dét van dé vé chién lugc va chién thudt ctia My dénh véi quan du kich cdng
san trong vung sinh [ay, dac biét vé su phoi hgp giltra quan déi mién Nam vdi c6 van quan
su’ My, vé anh hudng tam ly bat Igi trong chinh trudng va dan ching nudc My khi lan dau
tién mot c6 van quan su’ My c6 mat trong bd chi huy trdn danh. Ngugi c6 van quan su do
la trung td John Paul Vann, nhan vét chinh trong quyén sach cta Neil Sheehan da dé 16
nam viét tdc phdm nay, dudc giai thudng National Book (1988) va Pulitzer (1989) tua la A
Bright Shining Lie : John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam.

Trong L3i ndi dau. Neil Sheehan da viét:
Cudbn sach nay budbc téi d6i mat véi su that bi dat cua cudc chién tranh & Viét
Nam va nhan thdy chidng ta khéng bao gid thdng dugc. Trong qua kh{ chién
tranh ludn la mot thuc nghiém “tich cuc” ctia nén van hda Hoa Ky, mot cudc van
dong tinh than nhdm tang cudng su thdng nhat clia nhitng ngudi tham gia.
Nhung cubc chi€n tranh nay ngudi ta cho la sai [ldam hoac bi Ién an vé dao duc,
bang moi cach da ti€n hanh vé bd. Pay Ia cudc chién tranh “tiéu cuc” dau tién
trong lich sir Hoa Ky va dat nudc phai chiu dung nhiéu khd khan (Su ltra d6i hao
nhoang: moét ngudGi My trong chién tranh VN / ban dich cua Poan Doan, NXB
Cong An Nhan Dan, 2003)

Nhung Dai Tudng William C. Westmoreland, Tu
Linh Luc Lugng My tham chién & Viét Nam (MACV)
lai c6 mét quan diém khac :

Ai dung, ai sai? Su that cd I€ tUr hai phia, 6ng ky
gia chién trudng va 6ng tudng chi huy chién
truGng.

A
'\"v.‘C"’ L

Vao thdi dd, c¢d du ludn ddn rang mdc du tdng y 3 f
~ A in ~ A ea ~a G 1 William C. West land:

tho’[]g NgO D’!nh Dlen:] ngh’l la vien tro:\ My rat Can *2:2:;9 talk::'inr.;g thg:s;::_:?\(;:'%:a;im, lnhu‘n? chung ta

thiet nhung ong tin la Chien Tranh Viet Nam phai (@& khéng gii¥ ding 16i cam két d6i véi Quan Lyc

Ny A S , , N o A , Viét Nam Cong Hoa.
do ngugi Viet dam trach chG khong thé de cho linh  [thay mit cho quén déi Hoa Ky, t5i xin 18i cic ban

P G SN Y T 4 LA A ’ cu'u quan nhan cua Quan Luc Mién Nam Viét Nam vi
hay "c6 van” My danh thay. Do d6 ong khong ung G ot & 8 et o2e ban.

ho ),’ ki€én muon dua quén MV 0 at vao Viét Nam. |on behalf of the United States Armed Forces, I
’ : , would like to apologize to the veterans of the South

Trong khi do quan dlém clia t5ng th6ng Kennedy Vietnamese Armed Forces for abandoning you guys.
thi nghi ngugc lai.
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Ch.11 - Cau Chuyén Di Lam V&i Esso

My Tho Binh TuGng con la tram giao lién kinh t€ gira Sai Gon va cac tinh Mién Tay, vua
luong thuc cia Nam Ky va cla ca Viét Nam. Do la ly do khién ngud@i Phap néi dai dudng xe
Ira chay tir Ha ndi vao Sai Gon xudng tan My Tho. Phuong tién chuyén chd ngudi va hang
hoa nay rat tién Igi va it ton kém. Bgi I€ nhitng dudng xa hay con it 6i, hé thdng kinh rach
chadng chit 8 My Tho ciing la phuong tién chuyén chd ré tién dé dan ching dung di lai trong
tron viing Déng Bang. Nh& ¢ séng Clru Long to 18n, nhitng tau c& trung cd thé chay tir
bién vao My Tho r6i di ti€p 1én Phnom Penh. Dudi mét ngudi thuong gia, My Tho dugc coi
nhu mot trung tam budn ban ly tudng va dan cu & day dugc hudng mot nép séng sung tuc.
ESSO c6 mot “depot” nam tai ngoai 6 My Tho.

My Tho cling dong vai trd quan trong trong lanh vuc gido duc d6i véi dan cu Bong Bang
Song Clru Long dudi thGi Phap thudc. Trudng "Collége de My Tho", nai t6i hoc trung hoc dé
nht cap, la truGng trung hoc cong lap dau tién cua Phap thanh Iap nam 1879 dé glang day
theo chuang trinh Phap, dao tao can bd ngudi ban x(r gitp cho guéng may cong quyén cua
Phap.

Ngoai viing Dong Bdng S6ng Ctru Long, khi di thanh tra & Mién Trung, toi nhan thdy cudc
s6ng G vung nay tucong déi co phan vat va vi dat dai kém mau ma va khi hau khac nghiét
hon. Doc theo duyén hai, ngudi dan sinh séng bang nhirng nghé truyén théng nhu danh ca
bién, thi du nhu’ viing Phan Thiét néi tiéng véi nhitng san pham nhu' cé khd hay “nudc mam”
hao hang lam bang ca com (anchovies), ngon khong thua gi nudc mdm san xuét & dao Phi
Qudc. Nudc mém Viét Nam dugc xem la ¢ phdm chét cao han cac nudc A chiu khac.

Dai khi téi cling di thdm mién cao nguyén doc theo bién gidi véi Lao va Cao Mién. Noi nay
nhiéu rirng ram va nui cao. Qua bao thé€ ky, ddi s6ng tai day van kho khan, vat va nhit la
ddi véi déng bao thiéu s6 s6ng ddi du muc. Trong thdi thuc dan Phap, cac don dién tra va
cao su cung cap cdng an viéc lam cho ngudi dan nhung do la nhitng viéc lam cuc nhoc va
hai stc khée. Toi co dip di tham nhirng don dién cao su do ngugi Phap lam chu thudc cac
cong ty nhu Michelin va SIPH san xudt mu cao su roi xudt cang qua Phap dé lam I6p xe hai.
Chua dén dién ngudi Phap sdng trong nhitng toa nha nguy nga xay theo kiéu kién tric thdi
thudc dia vGi ca doi ngii ké hau ngudi ha nhu cac bac sang trong. Ho dung may bay riéng
dé di di vé vé gilra don dién va Sai Gon! Viét Cong khdng gap khé khan an nip va 1ap can
cf hoat dong trong nhitng khu don dién nay khi co su’ lam nga hay ti€p té Ién Gt cla cac
chu d6n dién nay dé dugc yén 6n lam an.

K& tir ndm 1961, chién tranh Viét Nam cang ngay cang leo thang, chanh phl can bé sung
va gia tang quan s6 bang cach ap dung chanh sach dong vién tirng phan. Nhirng thanh nién
lam viéc trong cac lanh vuc tu nhan dudc Iénh nhap ngli, mot s6 cong chlc can thiét dugc
hoan dich hay dugc biét phai vé sd cii sau thadi gian thu huan quan su. Trong mot tinh thé
nhu vay, téi quyét dinh r8i ESSO va nhan lam Giam DBdc ky thuat cho Cong ty budng Viét
Nam, mét cong ty hgp doanh gilra nha nudc véi mot nhdm ky nghé gia ngudi Phap.
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Chuong 12

Nhirng Nguy Nan Cua Chudng Trinh
Ky Nghé Hoa Trong Thai Chién

O’ déu ciing co Viét Céng!

e el BT SRR RS L g

Vao ndm 1961, Cong san mién Bac bat dau gia tdng cudng do chién tranh sau khi ho cong
khai tuyén bd sé giai phdng Mién Nam bang quan su’ cling nhu’ chanh tri. Van dé an ninh
vung thon qué da trd thanh mét nan dé doi vdi chanh phu. Sau ba ndm lam viéc véi ESSO,
t6i da hoc dugc mét sb kién thirc tot vé quan tri du dung trong sudt ddGi lam viéc cua toi.
Viéc phan phéi san phdm x&ng nhét tir Sai Gon di cac tinh khdng hé tao ra thach d6 nao ca
d6i vai toi vi thé viéc lam tré nén nham chan doi v8i mot ky su’ dang di tim mot cong viéc
c6 nhiéu th{r thach trong nganh ctia minh. Trong khi d6, chanh pha bat dau thi hanh chanh
sach dong vién mot cach gat gao hon. Nhitng k¥ su’ nhu t6i phai lam cho chanh phi néu
muén dugc hodn dich. Téi quyét dinh bd cdng viéc véi ESSO dé& nhan lam Gidm Ddc Ky
thuat cho Cong Ty Pudng Viét Nam, mo6t cong ty lién doanh I6n gilra chanh phi va mét s6
nha dau tu Phap.

Nha mdy cla cbng ty ndy nam & Hiép Hoa, cach Sai Gon 50 cdy s6 va chi cach bién gidi véi
Cao Mién cd 15 cay s6. Vung nay bi tran ngap bdi Viét Cong. Ho cd mét mat khu an toan
bén bd sdbng ndm trén I&nh thd Cao Mién. Vao ban dém ho thugng phao kich vao nha may
hay khu gia cu’ cia nhan vién nha may. Moi ngay, nhan vién phai duong déu vdi cac hiém
hoa nhu bat cdc, am sat, chdn min doc theo con dudng dan tdi nha may, phuc kich cac



béng gap Tay

doan xe tiép t€é cho nha may; quan doi My goi vung nay la Khu Mé Vet /Parrot's Beak, mot
vung tri quan quan trong cua Viét Cong.

Ban db vung: DEu thip mau do chi dia diém nha mdy Hiép Hoa nam gén
bién gidi Cao Mién (Lan dit doan mau den dim)

Nha May Pudng Hiép Hoa Pugc Hién Pai Hoa

La Giam Doc Ky thuat mdéi nham chidc, nhiém vu dau tién cua t6i la duyét lai du an hién dai
héa nha may dang gia hang triéu my kim. Ban dat hang thiét bi da dudc gai téi cong ty
Phap ndi ti€éng Société Fives Lille Cail & Ba Lé.

TOi hét sirc ngac nhién khi biét la dong cd pit-tong hai nudc cii ky hién hitu véi mot banh
trén khéng 16 c6 dudng kinh sau thudc sé dugc thay thé bdi mdt dan may giéng nhu vdy.
Dlng ra, nén thay thé€ bang mot may tua-bin hai nudc/steam turbine vi né hgp ly han vé
phuong dién ky thuat cling nhu tai chanh. Trén thuc t€, loai may pit-tong hai nuéc kénh
cang nay da dugc s dung tur 1au rdi. Viéc nay chang khac chi dem so sanh may chay bang
pit-tong/piston engine vdi may chay dong co phan luc/jet engine vay.

Nhém chuyén vién cé trach nhiém chon mua may thay thé truGc d6 gém 6ng ky su 1do
thanh nguGi Phap tén la Mr. Polton xudt than tur Ecole Polytechnique (Paris) cung mét s6 ky
su' Viét dugc huan luyén tai Nantes va Lille bén Phap. Ong Polton con la Phé chu tich HOi
Pong Quan Tri.

Xét vé khia canh chanh tri, vi Viét Nam trudc do la thudc dia cia Phap trong gan mot thé
ky nén da s6 lanh dao ngudi Viét da dugc dao tao bén Phap.
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Ch.12 - Nhirng Nguy Nan Cua Chuadng Trinh Ky Nghé Hdéa Trong Thdi Chién

Sau that bai ¢ bién Bién Phi nam 1952, anh hudng cua Phap lan lan dudc thay thé béi su
can thiép clia My. T6i la nguGi ky su to6t nghiép tir MIT dau tién gid day phai lam viéc vdi
mot nhdm chuyén vién hoan toan dugc dao tao bén Phap. T6i phai van dung nhiéu khéo
léo khi trinh bay vé su’ lua chon dan may thay thé. Quan diém clia nhdm chuyén vién Phap
la ndi hai/boiler hién hitu khéng du siic d€ chay may tua-bin/turbine loai mdi. May man
thay, khi lam viéc v&i EBASCO, New York, t6i da co kinh nghiém vdi nhitng du an dung may
tua-bin hoi nudc/steam turbine nén rat thong thao vé dé tai nay. T6i virng tin vao su lua
chon may tua-bin/turbine tan tién cho Nha May budng Hiép Hoa.

Ong Polton sau dé yéu cau hang Fives Lille Cail g&i mét ky su 1anh nghé tir Ba 1é qua dé
ban luan va giai quyét van dé nay vdi t6i. T6i con nhd da mdi 6ng Pierre Mandois dén tur Ba
|é vé& nha tdi vao cudi tudn dé cung tdi tinh todn cho biét thuc hu. RSt cudc 6ng Mandois
ddng y 1a ndi hai cd du siic d€ chay may tua-bin/turbines. K& dd, 6ng cling tdi t3i nha may
Hiép Hoa dé kiém chirng moi su’ viéc cho chinh xac trudc khi dng trd v& Phap. Ching toi
dung may bay Cessna cta Hang Khéng Viét Nam khi di chuyén dé tranh bj Viét Cong phuc
kich.

Hom d8, chiing toi lam viéc tdi khuya va phai ngl tai chd nén cho mdy bay quay tré vé.
Ngay hdm sau, nhan vién nha may goi radio vé tru s chanh cla cdng ty dé ho gdi may bay
t&i dua chdng toi vé lai Sai Gon. Ho bao cho tru sd biét la: “Hay g&i BERLIET tdi Hiép Hoa
ngay mai” BERLIET la tén mdt cong ty xe van tai cta Phap. Sau nay toi dugc biét la c6 mot
vai diép vién ndm vuing cta Cdng san lam tai nha may mdi hiéu dugc mat ma dé.

Ong Mandois va toi 18y may bay ti nha may vé phi trudng Tan Son Nhit & Sai Gon. Chiéc
Cessna cat canh mét cach an toan nhung khi t6i cudi phi dao thi bi may du kich Viét Cong
nlp trong canh dong mia cao ban tia vdi loai dan dau dumdum. Ching ban khéng tring
vién phi cong va hanh khach. Toi tic khdc xem dong hd xang thi thdy con day. Phi cong
gap vai trd ngai v4i dudi 1ai va day cap diéu khién canh mdy bay/wing control cables. Toi
thdy anh ta cho may bay cét canh |én cao thét le dé tranh nhitng vién dan k& ti€p. Thugng
D€ da cliru song chung t6i vi phi trudng Sai Gon va Hiép Hoa cach nhau khong bao xa.

Nh& chiéc Cessna nho va nhe nén du gdp truc trdc may moéc né ciing cd thé ludt mét khoang
cach dai. Vién phi céng ha canh hai nang /rough landing nhung moi nguGi da thoat khoi
mot vu phuc kich ctia Viét Cdng! Ong Mandois trd vé Ba |1é d€ dam bao cho dan may loai
mdai dudc gdi qua ding thai han.

Mot bat ngs khac chd dgi toi! May tua-bin/turbines do cong ty Fives Lille Cail Company ché
tao nhung viéc duc banh xe trén/flywheel cho may pit-tong hdi nudc/steam engine da dugc
hoan tat & bén Phap réi. Cong ty Phap gdi tGi cho ban quan tri Hiép Hoa mot tap hd s va
hinh chup dudc thi thuc d€ chiing minh ho dang dién tién véi viéc ché tao dan may loai cij,
nghia la Fives Lille ngé y mudn ti€p tuc thi hanh giao kéo. Toi phai du mot phién hgp cua
H6i Pdng Tdng Trudng dé bénh vuc mét [an nita cho ly do tdi chon dan may mdi. Tdi nhac
lai Cong Ty Budng da chon may pit-téng hoi nudc dua vao hai ly do: trudc tién vi nGi hai
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cli khéng du sic manh dé chay dan may mdi thém vao do vi nhan vién & Hiép Hoa khdng
du kha nang dé€ chay may tua-bin/turbine tan tién. Fives Lille Cail d& déng y véi quyét dinh
cua t6i dung may tua-bin/turbine nhung doi béi thudng cho ho nhitng chi phi cho viéc dang
ché tao may steam engine/pit-tdng hai nudc. Toi bao vé Iap luan cda tbi cho rang lGc nay
Viét Nam dang dung 16p xe ¢ hdi tubeless. MuSn dugc an toan, chiing ta cé thé mua I16p
xe ddc dé tranh bi nan xep 16p nhung viéc dé khéng thé goi 1a hién dai hda dugc. Cach giai
thich thang than cua téi dudng nhu ¢ hiéu nghiém.

Van dé ké tiép cua tdi 1a bdo dam rang nén may bé tdng du manh d€ chju dugc sirc néng
cta dan may tua-bin/turbine mdi. Trong khi d6 cong san lai lubn mudn gay gian doan trong
hoat déng clia nha may dé tao ra nan thi€u dudng an va ndng dan biéu tinh chéng chénh
phl vi mia cta ho bi hu’ hao ngoai ddng ma khéng c6 may dé ép nudc mia lam dudng. Tinh
than toi bi cdng thdng khing khiép vi su’ dét nhap cla Viét Cong vao vung dat bao quanh
nha may. Ching c6 hét sirc can trd viéc chuyén chd nhirng may méc nang t8i nha may. Toi
thi ran strc lam ngudc lai. Con dudng chay tir cang Sai Gon tdi nha may cé nhiéu cau nho
khdng thé chiu ndi xe van tai cd trong tai I6n. Toi chon gidi phap dung mét doan xa-lan dé
di chuyén mdy mdc tdi nha may trén séng Vam C9.

Kho khan vé hau can trong thgi chién

Van dé la lam sao chuyén chd may mdc dung cu ti nha mdy dudng ma khong bi ké dich
danh chim.

Cao Mién, vung mau do J goc trén phia trai trong ban do.
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Ch.12 - Nhirng Nguy Nan Cua Chuadng Trinh Ky Nghé Hdéa Trong Thdi Chién

Nha may dudng Hiép Hoa nam trong tinh Hau Nghia sat bién gidi Cao Mién, ving mau do
& gbc trén phia trai trong ban dd. Dia diém nay trong yéu dén dd Hai Quan Hoa Ky da dat
mot can ¢ Naval Advanced Tactical Support Base (ATSB) dé bao vé& an ninh trong vung.

Nam canh séng Vam Cé Bong, vé phia Tay-Bac Sai Gon, nha may dudng Hiép Hoa con dugc
dung lam can cr ATSB cho luc lugng Hai Quan Hoa Ky. Nhitng doan tau giang hai (Patrol
Boat/River) ludn tuan tiéu trén doan s6ng gan nha may trong chién dich chng xam nhap
cb tén la Operation GIANT SLINGSHOT. DPoan tau nay cd nhiém vu ngan chan khong cho
Viét Cong dua ngudi va vii khi vao vung tha d6. Trong khi linh hai quan My dung khu nha
may dé ngu qua dém, linh cdng binh/Seabees clia ho bat ddu x4y cat nhifng cdng trinh kién
tric kién c6 han, hé thong phong thu, kho xang, dan va bai dap cho truc thang.

Nhém Hoat Pdng YEm Trg Hai quan/Naval Support Activities (NSA) 1a ¢ cdu yém trg cho
Hai Quan M§ trong cudc chién & Viét Nam. Du nam & dat lién hay mét don vi pha ndi trén
mat nudc, NSA van cung cap phudng tién chién dau cho cac tau chién hay phi co. Néu
khong cd su hién dién ctia cac dan vi nay, nhirng tau be va phi cg ciia Poan Giang Hai/Brown
Water Navy sé khong con ti€p tuc hoat dong dudc nira.

Nhifng tr@ ngai vé ky thuét téi gap phai tuy khé khdn nhung khdng déng ké. Ngudc lai, su
pha rbi cia Cong san té ra nghiém trong han nhiéu.Tai lién lac véi phd Do doc Chung Tan
Cang, Tu Iénh Hai Quan Viét Nam, yéu cau 6ng cho linh bao vé doan tau chuyén chd cua
t6i tUr hai cang Sai Gon tdi nha may dudng. Vi giam doc hai cang Sai Gon la 6ng Nguyén
Van Chiéu cung cép cho chiing t6i mét can truc 60 t&n va chiéc xa-lan I16n nhit cta 6ng cé
t6i 16 ngan biét lap nhdm dé phong trudng hgp du bi Viét Cong ban thing vai ngan thi
chiéc xa-lan van con ndi dugc. Doc hai bén bd séng, tdi dé nghi cac quén trudng rai linh dia
phuong quan ndm phuc kich d€ khdng cho Viét Cong dung sling bazooka tan cdng doan
tau. Moi dung cu déu cé phao gdn vao bai day nylon dé phong ngtra néu bi chim thi chiéc
can truc trén xa-lan van c6 thé vét 1én dudc. Ducng nhién ching tdi c6 tau ra min mé
dudng. Nhifng chiéc tau tuan cao téc chay hé téng hai bén bg can khéng cho dich tan cong.
Trén khong, phi cd quan sat loai nhd san sang bao cdo moi dong tinh cua dich. Sau clung
nhung khong kém quan trong, t6i hra v&i cac binh linh sé& c6 bira ti€c an mirng mét khi
doan tau tdi noi an toan. Ai cling biét nha may Hiép Hoa dung mét mia dé ché bién rugu
rum ngon nhut Viét Nam. Day qua la mot du an doc dao va nhiéu thir thach nhit trong doi
nghé nghiép cua toi. Nhd an Thugng D€, doan tau tdi nai an toan. Toi xem day la mét thanh
tich cua toi va mot chién tich cua lién quan Viét My trong viéc hoan thanh trong trach vira
ké. Binh linh va nhan vién nha may da cling nhau &n ming théa thich ngay déng ghi nhé
nay.

Mdi ndm, nha may dudng ép mia trong vong sau thang. Dén cudi mua, nhan vién nha may
chuyén qua stra sang, bao tri hay hién dai hda may mdc dé€ sira soan cho muia mia nam tdi.
Khac hdn véi cac ndm trudc, nam 1963 1a ndm ddc biét cong ty quyét dinh thay thé toan
bd may mdc ctia nha may da trd nén cii ky 16i thai. Cong viéc k& tiép cla téi nhdm xay nén,
dat may mdi va sau cung la chay thur.

313



béng gap Tay

Toi dau ngd réng minh dang gidm vao mot bai min chanh tri, ky thuat va tai chanh véi bao
hiém nghéo. Sanh mang cla chinh téi bi de doa. Viét Cdng mudn can trd hay pha hly nhiing
nha mdy cla chanh phi nhdm gdy ra canh thi€u hut san phdm ciing nhu ngung tré phat
trién kinh t€. Néu nha may dudng ngung hoat dong thi ca ngan néng dén sé mat céng an
viéc lam dé bé cho ching Igi dung thira nuGc duc tha cau. Ching muén dua nén kinh té&
trong nudc vao cho rbi loan. Qua cong viéc nay téi rit tia dugc bai hoc la cong viéc ciia mot
ky su trong thdi chién khong chi gidi han trong khia canh ky thuat ma con phdc tap hon
nhiéu vi phai lo cho an ninh cta ban than, nhan vién va ca du an nira.

T6i con phai dusng dau v8i mot rac rdi chanh tri khac. Pa s6 nhiing ky su dugc dao tao
bén Phap thich lam viéc vSi ddng nghiép trong nhdm cta ho. Vao thdi diém 1958, t6i thudc
thé hé dau tién tot nghiép tir My vé lam viéc & Sai Gon. That dang budn da co tinh trang
ganh dua gilra hai nhdm nay trong mét x cuu thudc dia Phap. T6i cam thay bi co lap & s&
lam. Ldc d6 hau nhu c6 mét dinh luat bat thanh van la ai xuat than tir nhitng truGng noi
ti€ng “Grandes Ecoles” G Ba Ié sé ndm dia vi then chét trong gudng may chanh quyén & Sai
Gon. La nguGi ky su dau tién tur MIT vé lam viéc v6i nhom dong nghiép nhu vay thuc khong
phai dé dang. T6i thudng phai ti€p xuc vdi nhan vién va cap chi huy cua Nha May budng
Hiép Hoa va Nha May Loc Budng & Khanh Hoi gan thuong cang Sai Gon. Toan thé nhém
lanh dao tai hai nai do déu tét nghiép tir cac dai hoc Phap con 6ng Polton, Pho chu tich Hoi
P6ng Quan Tri, 1a cuu sinh vién cla trudng ndi ti€ng Ecole Polytechnique G Ba Ié. Lam viéc
trong mot moi trudng nhiéu ganh dua nhu vay, t6i phai rat than trong mai khi 1ay quyét
dinh dé€ trdnh rai vao trudng hdp bi chi trich cla tap thé vén khdng may thién cam. Tuy
nhién, nhin qua lang kinh tich cuc, su ganh dua nay lai gilp toi trd thanh mét ky su gidi va
bén nhon han.

Canh chup khu nha mady duong Hiép Hoa

Trong buc khong anh trén, Nha May Budng Hiép Hoa la nhitng can cé mai nha hinh chir
nhat mau trang & gilra tdm hinh. Nha may nam phia bac con séng Vam Co. Kh6i mau xanh
dam cd cay bao boc la khu gia cu cta nhan vién. Con kinh thdng dudng chay k& bén con
phan mau xam nam ngang la sdng Vam Cé mot trong nhirng thiy 16 cia mién Nam. Nhiing
dudng thuy dugdc dung lam dudng chuyén chd ré tién dem mia t&i nha may.
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Trong mua mia, kéo dai tur thang 11 t&i thang 5, Iu‘dng mia thau dugc 1én tGi 400,000 tan
du dé€ san xuét khoang 40,000 tan dudng thé. Ca ngan mau rudng mia bao quanh nha may.
Vung nay chi cach bién gigi vGi Cao Mién 15 cay s0 va bi Viét Cong xam nhap nghiém trong.

May ép mia vdi tua-bin/turbines va hop s6
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i > a

Mia duoc dua vao nha may

S6ng Vam Co gan Nha May buong Hiép Hoa. Nhitng lang noi ddy bi Viét Cong xam nhap trong
nhifng nam 1960-75

Soéng Vam Co Téy gén Nha Mady Hiép Hoa vdi nhiing hd borm do mdy bay B-52 rai khap dong
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Bom nd gén nha may
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Bon dién mia d Hiép Hoa C8y mia cao tu' 2.4 tdi 3 thuoc. Mdy bay Cessna
toi di bi ban tu mot ruéng mia nhu vay

Nhu d& néi & trén, chi cd thé dung xa-lan dé chuyén chd cdc mdy mdc clia nha may trén
song Vam Cé vi cac chiéc cau tir bén cang Sai Gon t6i Nha May budng Hiép Hoa khong chiu
ndi strc ndng hay réc két bén chim xa-lan. Chiing ciing c6 thé ddt min gan nhifng lang mac
do chiing kiém soét Iic ban dém. Méi ngay mang s6ng cua téi thudng bi de doa. Nhd tai
liéu ctia CIA dudc giai mat, ro rang la Mat Tran Giai Phong Mién Nam da dat ban doanh cua
ho trén phan dat Cao Mién bén bgd sbng Vam Co déi dién védi Nha May budng Hiép Hoa.
Chung dugc chanh phi Cao Mién che ché.

La Giam doc Ky thuat, t6i thuGng phai di tir van phong & Sai Gon tdi tham nha may trong
tinh trang khdng an toan nhu vay.

-15."1&!' ':‘.‘7.'_ ..7,‘ A—’— - N " B
Glang thuyén cda Hai Quan Hoa Ky / U.S. Naval ATSB [Advanced Tactical Support Base] bao vé
nha may Hiép Hoa
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Tai liéu cua Quan doi My dudi day cho
thdy mét cach trung thuc tinh trang
an ninh trong vung “néng bong” nay
(ban dich).

HIEP HOA

"..Vung khuéch truong ky nghé nay
chdng bao I3u sau bién thanh ving
hanh quén tac chién. Va vao cudi
thang 10, 1963, hé théng nhan thém
tréch nhiém kiém sodt vung bién gidi

o : y g4
N g e G o

Con séng Vam Co udn luon tr Sai Gon ,. o "
ti Nha Mév Hiép Hoa [voi Cao Mien]...

"..Can i Luc Luong Béac Biét Hiép Hoa nam & dia diém chién luoc ngay phia bac cla
Highway TL7A va dong cua séng Vam Co Béng trong khu déng dan cu’ va vung soéi bong
boéng Thdp Muoi cach Sai Gon hon 35 cdy s6 vé phia tay-tdy bac va cach Tay Ninh gan 39
cady sO6 vé phia nam-déng nam. NO ciing cach bién gici Viét/Mién khoang 18 cdy s6 vé phia
déng va vung t3p hop quén ndi tiéng "Mé Vet” cda Viét Coéng. Can cu ndy do hai chiéu 125
X 100 thudc duoc xdy trén mot bo séng co ddy kém gai bao quanh. NG duoc bao vé bang
dai lién 30 ly dat tai bén goc va hai khdu sing cbi 81 ly b6 tri gén cac cda chanh. Co lang
mac, don dién mia va rudng lia nam chung quanh.

" .HIEP HOA - Tur ngdy di chuyén tdi ving Hiép Hoa gén Nha May Puong, luc luong phdi
hop gém 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, Wolfhounds, tiéu doi trinh sét va Dja Phuong Quan
cua ho (Phia Viét Nam) ching téi d3 Ia cdi gai goc dbi vdi ké thu trong nd luc di chuyén
nguoi va tiép liéu cua ching tu cdc dia diém t3p hop quén cua ching ném sdu bén Cao
Mién. Trong hoat dong gdn day tai mién tdy-nam cua Fire Support Base Dixon, luc luong
phéi hop dd ha bon linh NVA (chinh quy Bac Viét) va kham pha mot kho stng nhoé duong
nhu’ chung co nhiém vu canh gac. Dua vao tin tinh bdo co bay linh NVA J trong vung, quan
déng minh bét du lung xét & phia nam cua FSB Dixon. "Chudng t6i chua di chuyén duoc
bao xa thi linh di tién phong da nhan ra hai nguoi bién mat vao mot cai ho, Trung uy Robert
Barclay tu Chamblee, Ga. nhd lai "Trong luc chung t6i dang tién gén tdi vi tri cua ho thi mot
trong hai nguoi do ném mot trai luu dan tu' trong ho'ra.” "Toi la Ion "luu dan” va moi nguoi
ném xudng. May mén thay, trdi luu dan khéng né. Trong khi binh linh cda t6i dung sing
nho gilr khéng cho chudng nhd Ién, toi bo tdi va néem mot tréi luu dan vao trong hé.” Chung
t6i kiém duoc, ngoai hai xdc ra, con cd hai khdu AK-47, mét sting phong lut B-40 va sau
réc két, mot luu dan loai Chicom, vai dan AK va mot s6 thuc phdm. Sau khi nghi dé an,
quén linh tiép tuc di chuyén. Lén ndy ching t6i nhdn ra mot 10 thdng hoi nhé trén mét dét.
"Sau khi thdy cdi 10 thdng hoi, chidng t6i ném vao dé mgt trai lut dan khoi dé coi xem con
mot 16 nao khac khdng, ” Trung dy Mark Davis tu’ San Antonio, Tex. giai thich "Khi thay khoi
thodt ra tu’ 10 thong hoi khac, chung toi khoi su tién tdi gan thi hai tén NVA lo Ién va khai
hoa vdi sung AK.” Cing nhu Ian trudc, quén dich bi loai bang mot trai luu dan. Lan nay
chiing téi 18y duoc hai khdu AK, mot sé dan duoc sting nhd va béng dan...”
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Vao nam 1963, 6ng Truang Van T6, Cha tich H6i Dong Quan Tri, va t6i di thdm nha may
dé quan sat nhitng cdng trinh xay ct mdi nhit cta du an hién dai hda. Ching toi di trén
chiéc xe Peugeot 403 bdn cira va tin chic Viét Cong s& c¢§ gang am hai ching tdi dé gay
ti€ng vang trong gidi bdo chi va chanh tri. D& dugc an toan, chiing t6i ti gp vién Trung ta
Quéan Trudng quan Blrc Hoa tai van phong clia dng dé xin hd t6ng trong chdng nguy hiém
ctia cudc hanh trinh. Ong Quan Truéng cho mot chi€c xe nguy trang xe buyt dan su chd
linh mang day du sing 8ng d€ bao vé ching tdi. Khi chlng téi ra khoi thanh phé, con dudng
da ong do bi Viét Cong dao tai nhiéu noi trong dém trudc. M6t dau hiéu khong may tot!
Chung toi phai chay cham lai véi toc d6 8 cay s6 mot gid. Tai mét khic quanh, cach ching
toi khoang 6 thudc, ba ndng dan mac ba ba den thinh linh tir rubng mia ding thang 1én xa
sung vao chiing t6i. Nhd Thugng D€, ho ban trat va lién sau doé bi binh linh trong doan hd
t6ng ban tra va loai ra khdi vong chién. Toi thu'c su’ bi mat hon khi thdy minh gan ké véi su
chét nhu vay. D4 ciing la lan dau trong daoi t6i chirng ki€n tan mat canh giét chdc. Toi di
theo linh d& luc soédt ba ngudi Viét Cong va ching téi thdy dugc nhitng hinh chup cta Ho
Chi Minh, gia dinh ho, va tai liéu tuyén truyén trong tdi cua ho.

TUI0 .07 Van dé la bat cr ndng dan nao ciing c6 thé la
" Ny Viét Cong nguy trang. Poan xe nhd cla ching
toi ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh t&i nha may an toan.
Trén dudng Vvé, toi rat lo sg bi Viét Cong tra thu.
. Sau vu phuc kich do, toi quyét dinh cho xay mot
phi dao dai 800 thudc bén canh nha may dé cho
nhan vién di chuyén an toan. Phi dao dugc xay
bang da ong nén.

g
g |

L

T4t ca cac cdp chi huy déu phai di chuyén bang
phi cd nhdm tranh bj bat céc. May bay canh quat
bon cho ngoi hiéu Cessna cua Hang Khong Viét
Nam dugc dung dé chuyén chd ho. Vao ngay tra
luang, tru s & Sai Gon chi can cho ném mot boc
ciia néng dn méc ba ba den. dung day tién lugng xudng phi dao d€ khdi lo bi
phuc kich néu dung dudng bo.

———
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Con séng Vam Co gan Hiép Hoa Dén dia phuong gid bd di cdu t3p thé
dé tiép té cho Viét Cong
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Ch.12 - Nhirng Nguy Nan Cua Chuadng Trinh Ky Nghé Hdéa Trong Thdi Chién

Canh yén binh nay lai la ngi xay ra nhiéu phuc kich tham khdc doc hai bén bd song.

Ghe chd mia tdi nha may Hiép Hoa trén séng Vam Co

Sau ba nam lam viéc ¢ Cong Ty Pudng Hiép Hoa toi hoc hoi dudc gi?

Toi da hai [an suyt mat mang: mét [an trén khong va mot [an trén dudng bd. Thanh cong
cua t6i tuy thudc nhiéu vao su cong tac ctia quan doi vi co6 qua nhiéu trd ngai vugt khoi tam
ki€ém sodt cla toi.

T6i may man gdp nhiéu ngudi tré thanh ban t6t cho subt d&i minh. Ho gildp dg toi trong
lanh vuc vé dién vi toi chi quen thudc vai khia canh ky thuat cg khi ma théi. Ong H6 Tan
Phat Téng Gidm dbc Cdng Ty Dién Luc Viét Nam va éng Nguyén Van Dau, ngudi cdng tac
rat gidi, da gilp toi giai quyét nhiing khic mac vé dién. Anh Phat, anh Dau va t6i trd thanh
ban tdm giao tUr ngay lam viéc chung trong du an Hiép Hoa. M6t trong nhirng phan thudng
quy dep nh(t cua téi 1a toan thé cac ky su’ dao tao & Phap tai cong ty Budng sau d6 da trg
thanh ban lau dai cta t6i mac dau cé su’ ganh dua lic ban dau. Thanh qua nay tuy thudc
phan 16n vao viéc giao té€ cling nhu la tinh than lam viéc dong doi.

Kinh nghiém & Cong Ty Budng Hiép Hoa la mot canh giac giup t6i thay rdo khia canh phirc
tap cling nhu tam véc hé trong cta nhirng th thach mién Nam dang gap phai trong Ianh
vuc k¥ nghé hda gitra cudc chién diéu tan. Khi dé, tdi thu hi€u dugc la cubc sdng thoai mai
va vo tu khi lam viéc véi cdng ty khdng 16 My ESSO la khéng ddng cach, ich ky d6i vai mot
chuyén vién dugc dao tao lanh nghé nhu tdi séng gitra mot dat nudc dang chim ddm trong
khoi Itra tan khéc. DS chinh 1a ly do tdi rdi bo Cong Ty Dudng Viét Nam dé€ phuc vu chanh
phl hdu ¢ thé trd nén hitu ich hon cho x s véi kién thirc chuyén mén téi hoc hoi ¢ MIT.
Toi thuc su da doc hét sic luc lam viéc suét mudi nam sau dé trong cac chirc vu Giam Doc
Trung Tam Khuéch Trudng Ky Nghé, Tong Gidm Bc Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé, va
Th& Trudng Thuang Mai va Ky Nghé. Cau chuyén “bong gdp Tay” cla ti ti€p tuc dién tién
trong chién tranh tai mién Nam Viét Nam dé& roi ddt ngdt chuyén qua tiéu bang thanh binh
Golden State bén Hoa Ky.
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Chuong 13

Khai Khan Dau Héa Ngoai Khoi

Viét Nam Co Nhiéu Tiém Nang Khai Thac Dau va Khi Dot Ngoai Khoi

Cong cudc khai thac dau hoa tai Viét Nam d& bat dau tir ndm 1968 dudi thsi D& Nhj Cong
Hoa va dudc ghi lai trong hai tai liéu sau day dugc xem nhu co gia tri lich s va van kho.




boéng gap Tay
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Ch.13 - Khai Khdn Dau Hoa Ngoai Khoi

Trong Nguyét San Quan Tri Xi Nghiép s6 thdng 10 ndm 1974, tdi cd viét mot bai vé Vidn
tuong co ddu hoa va nén kinh té Viét Nam (Petroleum Prospect and the Economic
Development in Vietnam)

VIEN TUONG
60 DAY HON 5257
VA NEN KINH TE VIET NAM

S KHUONG MU Dy
Teog G D¢ Note Ming Phir Tode K3 Noks Vi Now
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béng gap Tay

Tai liéu th( hai |a quyén D3u hda Viét Nam 1970-1975cua Ky su Tran Van Khdi, Téng cudc
trudng Téng Cudc Dau Hoa Va Khodng San ghi lai tién trinh cudc khai thac dau hoa va khi
dot cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Dau Hoa Yiel Nam
1I970-1975

//’\’ fiéin q ,\’ gAay

Con NAG. ..

TRAN VAN KHOI

Cong cudc khai thac dau khi tai Viét Nam Cong Hoa bat dau vdéi su hdp tac cla ¢ quan
CCOP. Nam 1966, CCOP (Coordinating Committee for Offshore Prospecting in Asia) dugc
thanh 1ap bdi Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban, Dai Han va Phi Luat Tan véi su dG dau cua ESCAP
(Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific) va Lién Hiép Qubc. DEn nam
1987, CCOP trg thanh mdt t& chirc lién quéc gia doc 1ap dua trén cdn ban ddng thuén gitra
cac qudc gia hoi vién va nhifng nguyén tac cua Lién Hiép Qudc, dat trong tam vao viéc phdi
hgp cac hoat dong khoa hoc lién quan t&i mién duyén hai va ngoai khoi nhu dia vat ly/
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Ch.13 - Khai Khdn Dau Hoa Ngoai Khoi

geophysical, khao sat/ surveys, suu tp ban d6 cdp ving/ map compilations, phét trién co
sd di liéu/ database, phat trién ngudn nhan luc/ development of human resources va
chuyén nhugng k¥ thuét hién dai/ transfer of state of the art technology.

Nam 1968, theo IGi mdi cta t6i vai tu cach Thir Trugng B Kinh T, CCOP g&i mét nhom
chuyén gia xuét sdc cla London Imperial College t&i Sai Gon dé cdng tac vSi Du’ An Thidm
DO Ngoai Khai cia Viét Nam. Luc ay, Viét Nam ciing la héi vién cia CCOP trong khi cac quoc
gia nhu’ Anh, Birc va Hoa Lan yém trg vé tai chanh va ky thuét.
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Ban do cdc giéng dau ngoai khoi Viét Nam nam 2001

Van phong lam viéc cho nhdm chuyén gia nay dugc dat & Majestic Hotel trén dudng Tu Do.
Ho can 10 000 kg chat nd va hai chiéc tau di bién dé khao sat dia chan cua thém luc dia
Viét Nam trong hai thang. T6i dich than gdp vi Tu Linh Hai quan Viét Nam la D6 Bbc Tran
Van Chon dé trinh bay tdm quan trong clia du' &n va nhirng yéu cau vé ky thuét ctia nhém
chuyén vién quodc té nay. Hai Quan Viét Nam chap thuan su’ hgp tac toi da bdi I€ viéc kham
pha dau khi that quan trong, ddng ra la t6i can thiét cho su’ sdng con cua nén kinh t€ Viét
Nam, nhdt la mét qudc gia trong thdai chién.

T6i nhan trach nhiém phdi hogp vdi nhdm quan nhan cda kho dan Thanh Tuy Ha ndm &
ngoai & Sai Gon dé chuyén chd chat né tdi tau hai quan. Viéc di chuyén cua doan quén xa
chd day chét nd tir kho dan di qua trung tdm thanh phd Sai Gon dé tdi hai chiéc tau that
bét tréc va phiic tap vi nguy cd cd thé bi cdng san pha hoai. Poan xe c6 quan canh hd tdng
di t&i bén tau an toan. D& danh d&u ngay lich st ndy, dd d6c Chon mdi tdi cing 6ng tham
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béng gap Tay

du 18 tién dua hai chiéc tau c6 d0 hang quan danh du va dan quan nhac tai bén tau Sai
Gon. Chlng t6i cam thdy that may man va hanh dién dugc dong gop phan nao vao cng
cudc tham do dau khi ddu tién cta Viét Nam. D& td thién chi, téi gdi hai thung Johnny
Walker Black Label d€ doan chuyén vién udng mirng trong hai trinh clia ho kéo dai khoang
hai thang.

Céc chuyén vién dau khi cho toi biét 13 thay vi chi ding mdi [an 100 kg chat né nhu trén cac
tau dan su, nhung v@i tau chién cé vo thép day hon ho sé dung 200 kg. Nha vay, viéc ghi
lai lan sdng phan xa/reflection va khic xa/refraction xuyén qua cac I18p tram tich va da sé
dudc chinh xac han trong viéc khao cltu thém luc dia. Tin ming la két qua thau nhan dugc
cho biét I8p tram tich & hai phia Sai Gon va Ma Lai cua Sai Gon Sabu Basin tuong tu giong
nhau. Cac loai d& va thao mdc dudi day bién cling y hét nhau. Day la diéu dang khich 1é vi
dau khi bén phia Ma lai da dudc khai thac trudc dé nhiéu ndam roi.
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: —— To P00 80e 1 000w wie L 70 000 Bt
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Chiéu sdu do bang mét cda thém luc dia Viét Nam
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Trong mdt tiéc khoan dai budi t6i tai Majestic Hotel, t6i ngdi canh ong giam doc cla
Massachusetts Wood Hole Oceanographic Institute. Ong ndy 13 hdi vién cua nhém ECAFE
(The United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East) cd nhiéu kinh nghiém
vé viéc khai khan dau khi & giai doan dau. Téi hdi dng vé tiém ndng dau khi ctia viing Saigon
Sabu Basin, V€ phia cta Viét Nam. Luc dau 6ng con do du khong cho t6i mot con s6 phong
doan nao. Sau khi t6i nai ni va hira sé khong tiét 16 IGi chia sé cia 6ng thi 6ng ndi nho: “do
10 ti thung” dua vao nhitng gi 6ng nhan thdy & vung dia chdt tuong tu' noi phia Borneo
Sabu. Ong nhac di nhac lai la t6i khdng dugc tiét 10 bat cr con s6 nao cho bao chi dang doi
tin. T6i v6 cung phan khdi va tham nghi néu dugc nhu vay thi tugng lai Viét Nam sé cé
nhiéu trién vong. Vi mot ngudn tai nguyén dang gid nhu vay, ngudi My sé& khong thé bo
rdi mién Nam vao tay cong san. Nhung mién Nam khong c6 du thdi gian, bdi I can phai vai
ndm mdi dat xong mot s& dan khoan can thiét dé cé thé chuyén tir giai doan thdm do qua
giai doan khai thac. Cong san tiép tuc gia tang cudng do xam lang mién Nam trong khi Qudc
H6i Hoa Ky quyét dinh cat ngan khoan vién trg vao nhirng thang cudi cung cho dén khi mién
Nam kiét Iuc phai budng sting. Chuyén khai thac dau khi ciia chanh phu Viét Nam Céng Hoa
chi la mét giac ma.

Viéng tham dan khoan cua Vietnam Shell Oil nam 1974,

Tu’ trai qua phai:

Ong HG6 Tan Phat, Tong Giam D6c Cong ty bién luc Viét Nam

Ong Tran Van Khéi, Tdng Cudc Trudng Téng Cudc Dau Khi va Khodng San

Ong bai Sur Trung Hoa Dan Quoc tai Viét Nam

Ong Dai S Nguyén van Kiéu, Dai st Viét Nam tai Trung Hoa Dan Qudc

Ong Khuang Hitu Diéu, Tong Gidm Dc Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé Viét Nam
Chuyén vién dau khi cta Shell
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Cho dén ngay 30 thang tu 1975, toi la
Chu Tich Nha may loc dau lién doanh
Vietnam-Shell-Esso. To6i rat hanh dién
dem trung bay moét lo dau thd trong
phong lam viéc cia téi nhu mét bi€u
tugng cua niém hy vong cho nén kinh té
Viét Nam.

Chung t6i quyét dinh khong xay nha may
loc dau tai Quang Ngai vi cac nghién clru
kha thi cho thay viéc dat nha may loc dau
tai Dung Quat trai ngudc véi nhitng tiéu

chuén kinh té. Tai dia diém dd, khéng cd |

mot thuong cang nao. Ngudc lai, hai
cang tai dé cd nhiéu van dé nhu qua nhd
va khdng du trang bi d& c&t d& may mdc
dung cu nang cho nha may loc dau.
Thém nifa, con dudng ndi lién hai cang
vGi nha may lai khod s dung vi qua xau.
Ngoai ra, ching tbi khéng thé xay mot
nha may loc dau tri gia hang ti My Kim
dé€ thay nd bi thiéu rui bdi mét trai réc
két chi dang gia 1.000 My Kim. That dang
ti€c la vien tugng mot mién Nam Viét
Nam thinh vugng da bién thanh mét con
ac mong vdi cudc xam lang clda cong san
vao ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975.

Ma&y khoan dau dau tién cua Viét Nam dat trén dan
khoan Ocean-Prospector Platform d& tim duoc dau
vao luc 14:10, ngay 17 thang 8 nam 1974.
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Mdc du Viét Nam Cong Hoa da dat nén tang cho cudc khai thac dau hda, nha nudc cong
san phai mat 34 ndam mdi xay xong mot nha may loc dau dau tién, nhung lai bi dat & mot
dia diém va mét ndng xuét khéng thich hap.

Ca thé gidi déu biét nha cam quyén Viét Nam chap thuan viéc xay nha may loc dau hoan
toan dua trén ly do chanh tri. Ho phai ddt nha may tai Quang Ngai vi d6 la nai chon nhau
cdt ran cda 1anh tu Pham Van Bong. Ong la thanh vién sang 1ap cta Bang Cong San Dong
Dudng nam 1930 va lam Thu tudng cta Cong Hoa Xa HOi Chu Nghia Viét Nam trong ba
thap nién.

Theo du tinh, du an nha may loc dau dudc khdi cong trong thap nién 1980. Luc dau, dia
diém dugc chon la Viing Tau chi cach cac giéng dau ngoai khoi 100 cdy s8. Tuy nhién, du
an doé bi loai bd. Vao khoang dau thap nién 1990, cong ty Total SA (Phap Qudc) tham gia
vao du’ an nhung dén ndm 1995, Total SA rdt ra khoi du’ an vién I8 dia diém mdi la Dung
Quét khdng phu hdp vaéi tiéu chuén kinh té. Sau do, Total SA dugc thay thé bdi mdt nhém
nha déu tu ngoai qudc k& ca LG Group and Petronas. Nhung roi ho rit ra hai ndm sau do
cling vi ly do kinh té.

Qua nam 1998, cong ty lién doanh Viet Ross dugc thanh lap gilra Viét Nam va Nga. Hai
chanh phu ky két giao keo xay cat va diéu hanh nha may vao ngay 25 thang 8 nam 1998.
Hop dong thiét k€ ky thuat tién khdai loai FEED (Front End Engineering Design) dugc cac
cong ty PetroVietnam, Zarubezhneft va Foster Wheeler Energy ky két sau do. Luc dau, cong
trinh xay cat nha may loc dau Dung Quat dugc du tinh khdi cong trong nam 2000 nhung bi
tri hodn nhiéu lan. T6i ngay 25 thang 12 ndm 2002, Nga ciing lai rdt lui vi ly do kinh té dua
t&i viéc cong ty nha nudc PetroVietnam dirng ra mot minh diéu hanh du an. Cudi cung, lé
khanh thanh nha mdy dudc t6 chlic ngay 25 thang 2 ndm 2009, tic 34 ndm sau ngay chdm
ddt chién tranh. Viéc tri hodn du an va quyét dinh xay tai mot dia diém khdng thich hop da
gay ra thiét hai tai chanh lau dai cho quéc gia. Bdng chirng la chi phi du an da gia téng tir
1,3 ty tSi 3 ty My Kim.

Trong han 30 nam, nha cam quyén cong san lién tuc xuat cang dau tho trong IGc phai hao
t8n ngoai té nhap cang san pham dau tinh ché nhu dau diesel va x&ng nhét vai gid cao. Ho
nhén thdy nhu cu can xay nha may loc dau cho chuong trinh phat trién trong nudc nhung
da to ra bat luc khi phai thuc hién viéc nay.

Nha may loc ddu Dung Quét ndm céach giéng dau Bach HS (White Tiger) ngoai khai mién
Nam 1.000 cay s6. Diéu nay khién chi phi chuyén chg dau thd va san phdm dau tinh ché
gia tdng. C4 |18 ho s phai xay thém mot dudng 8ng dan dau dé giai quyét van dé hau can
vé 13u vé dai. Dia diém nha may cling ndm xa cac trung tdm kinh t& nhu Sai Gon va Ha Noi.
San pham dau tinh ché s& dudc phan phdi nhu sau: 60% di Sai Gon, 30% di Ha ndi va chi
10% dudgc tiéu thu tai dia phucng ma thoéi. Phai dgi téi ndm 2011, nha nudc cong san Viét
Nam mdi chiu tha nhan ho da sai [am khi xay nha may loc dau dau tién cua PetroVietnam.
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Dinh La Thang chu tich PetroVietnam, da tuyén bé véi Vietnam News la viéc dau tu vao cac
nha may loc dau trong tudng lai s€ phai rat tia bai hoc tir Dung Quat.
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Nha may loc déu Dung Quét
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Chuong 14

Thiét Lap Ha Tang Ca SG Ky Nghé
Trong Thai Chién 1964-75
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Industrial Development Bank of Vietnam

Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé
nén tang cha phat trién kinh té€ VN

TU ndm 1961, chién cudc leo thang khién t6i rGi cong ty tu Esso va di lam cho chanh phu
dé& dugc hoan dich. Lic déu téi gia nhap Cdng ty Dudng Viét Nam, mdt hgp doanh I6n cla
chanh phl va ngudi Phap. Sau do téi chuyén qua lam viéc tai Trung Tdm Khuéch Trucng
Ky Nghé (TTKTKN) va SONADEZI (Société Nationale de Développement des Zones
Industrielles). Con dudng su nghiép cua tdi gap mot khic quanh quan trong vao dau nam
1966, khi anh Au Trudng Thanh mdi toi cdng téc.

Trudc khi nhac dén chuyén ddi toi, téi khong thé nao khdng néi dén nhitng ddng gép quan
trong ctia nha kinh t€ 16i lac ndy cho Viét Nam Cong Hoa, dac biét ky cong cua anh lam
chdm lai nan lam phat phi ma de doa nén kinh t& mién Nam kéo thém bé&t 6n x& hdi cho
mot dat nudc dang chim dam trong chién tranh.
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Anh Au Trudng Thanh t6t nghiép bang Tiénh Si Quéc Gia nganh
kinh t€ hoc tai Pai Hoc Sorbonne vao thap nién 1950. Sau khi
Vvé nudc, anh day kinh t€ hoc ¢ Dai hoc Luat Khoa. Anh tham
chanh véi chirc vu B6 Trudng Kinh té trong ndi cac Nguyen Ngoc
Tha (04/11/1963), ké& ti€p ndi cdc Nguyén Khéanh (08/02/1964-
26/10/1964) va sau cung «n0i cac chién tranh» Nguyén Cao Ky
(thdng 06/1965 - thang 11/1967).

Trong hon 2 ndm cadm quyén, chinh pht Nguyén Cao Ky cé 4
l4n cai td ndi cac (I&n th& nhat: 01-10-1965, 1an thr 2: 21-2-
Au Truong Thanh 1966, [an thir 3: 13-7-1966, [an th( 4: 18-11-1966), anh Thanh
gitt chtrc Tong Uy Vién Kinh Té& - Tai chdnh trong [an cai td noi
cac thur hai (thang 2/1966) cho dén thang 11/1966, anh tir chirc cung vdi 6 vi Tong Uy Vién,
Uy Vién goc ngudi Mién Nam dé phan d6i hanh dong y quyén cua Dai ta Nguyén Ngoc Loan,
than can cua Tudng Ky, d& bat giam bac si Nguyén Tan Loc, DAng Ly Van Phong BO Y T&
vi van dé ky thi nguGi goc mién Nam. Du tuéng Ky c6 ra linh cho Dai ta Loan tha BS Loc
nhung khong c6 bién phap nao ddi véi sy lam quyén cla Dai ta Loan, mét s6 vi chap nhan
§ lai, do d6 anh van nh(t quyét ra di cung VGi ba dong su la Nguyén Van Trudng (B6 Gido
Duc), Vo Long Triéu (B6 Thanh Nién), va Tran Ngoc Lleng (B0 Xa Hoi). Ban chéat thdng than,
cuong truc cla anh da dudc ghi lai trong Ho6i ky cia VO Long Triéu ma toi xin phép tac gia
ghi lai mo6t cudc dai thoai ly tha gilra tudng Ky va anh Thanh trong lan gdp g& dau tién.

«...0ng Ky 16 vé suy nghi, ngdi im, chdp méy ngon tay trudc nguc, dua lung véo ghé bét
tdi bat lui dé hon 30 gidy, 6ng noi:

- Moi Au Truong Thanh 18n déy.

T6i budc tdi canh ban cua éng 18y dién thoai goi Au Truding Thanh.

- Thanh day ha? Thiéu Tuong Chu Tich moi toa Ién Dinh s6 2 duong Thong Nhut ngay by
gio. Bén kia dau dédy, tiéng Thanh noi:

- Toa dung co ca rén. Ai thém moi moa ma goi, Moa khong tin chuyén «phong than» cua
toa déu, chung nao co xe cua éng Thiéu Tudng rudc thi moa mdi tin.

76/ hoi buc minh, nhung suy di nghi laj, muén cho duoc viéc thi chuyén ndy la chuyén nho.
Bo dién thoai xubng, toi noi vdi Tudng Ky:

- Thanh no khéng tin, noé noi phai co xe cua toa xudng Sicovina ruoc, no mdi tin.

Tudng Ky ndi nong ngay:

-D.M... b han la b6 cda moa sao ma doi cd xe cda Thu Tudng rudc.

- Toa né ha chi chuyén dé ma ndi gidn. Pong y Ia phi ly va vé I€ nhuhg toa cd nhd ngay
xua Luu Bi moi Khéng Minh nhu thé nao khéng? Thang Thanh chua phai Ia Khéng Minh
nhung minh cdn no ngdi dep yén trén giac kinh té cho minh co thi gio' va co hdi lam viéc
lon duoc.

«Anh Tridu cd gidi thiéu Vdi téi anh da tung Iam Téng Trubng Kinh Té trong ndi cac Nguyén
Ngoc Tho phai khéng?

- Da dung.
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- Anh nghi 18n ndy anh cd kha ndng 6n dinh thi truding kinh té dang ldm dan ching hoang
mang khéng?

- Da c0 thé duoc vdi diéu kién.

- Diéu kién gi?

- Tha nhat Thiéu Tuodng phai tin toi va khéng nghe bat cu’ ai co vén, nua chung budc téi
phai sia déi bién phap.

- Bong y.

- Tht hai, ¢ thé cd nhiing séc linh t6i trinh lién quan dén viéc én dinh thi truong xin Thiéu
Tuong dung nghe nguoi khdc ma tu’ choi.

- buoc.

Thi ba... ThZ tur.. Thi ndm... Au Truong Thanh tiép tuc dit mét hoi ding 13 didu kién. Au
Truong Thanh tdi Phu Thu Tudng luc 11 gio 20, anh dat diéu kién va giai thich ranh mach
xong xuoi, téi nhin dong ho ding 1 gio trua.

- Hét diéu kién chua?

- Da hét.

- B3y gio’ dén phién téi dat diéu kién. Anh phai gidi quyét vén dé kinh té mét cach én thda,
dem lai su’ hai long va niém tin cho dan chung. Toi d& chap nhan tat ca nhifng yéu cau cua
anh ma néu anh khéng thanh cong, tréi lai gy thém tai tiéng cho chinh phu thi chung do
toi s€ hoi toi anh, co chdp nhan khéng?

- Da chdp nhan » (ngung trich)

(www.vietnamvanhien.net/hoikyvolongtrieu.html. Phdn 2 tham gia ndi cac)

Anh da chap nhan va chi trong 10 thang trong ndm 1966, anh Thanh da giai quyét dugc
nhiéu kho khan kinh té nghiém trong trong tinh trang dat nudc bi xao tron chinh tri, xa hoi
va chién tranh leo thang.

Anh Thanh g6c nguGi Minh hugng, am tudng cac bi quyét kinh doanh cta ngudi Hoa Kiéu
cong thém vdi kién thirc kinh té uyén bac, tinh than yéu nudc, anh da hoda giai dudc su' lling
doan kinh té cla gidi Hoa Kiéu. Vi bién phap di doc tri doc, anh la ké thu cla gidi tai phiét
ngudi Hoa va cua Viét Cong vi anh da chan nut cac ngudn tiép té cho déi phuang.

Con nhé tir thang 3 nam 1965, khi quan doi va dan su ngudi My ao at vao Viét Nam tham
chién, ho mang theo my kim tran ngap thi trudng lam gia tang chi tiéu hang hda. Bong bac
Viét Nam bi mat gid tram trong, hang hda khan hiém va gia ca tang vot, dan ching tram
bé khdn khé.

Vién tugng pha san kinh t& clia VN khién Quy Tién Té Quéc Té (International Monetary
Fund, IMF) phai géi cac chuyén vién dén Sai Gon vao dau ndm 1966 dé ho trg bd Kinh TE
giai quyét nguy cd ma chuyén pha gia dong bac Viét Nam la giai phap khong tranh khoi.
Anh Au Trudng Thanh 13 ngudi c(u tinh kinh t& trong hoan canh khiing hodng nay.

Trong mét budi hop véi IMF, anh dé nghi can phai cé vang dé& bao dam dong bac Viét Nam,
néu khong thi «kiém ngudi khac thay thé t6i» (I0i cia anh trong cubc phdong van cua Ly
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Minh Ha0). Sau cting Hoa Ky ddng y vién trg cho VN 50 triéu my kim d€ mua vang & Thuy
Si mang vé du trir trong Ngan hang Qudc gia Viét Nam, diéu hiém cd trong chanh sach vién
trg cla My.

K& hoach pha gia dbng bac Viét Nam dugc anh soan thao ti mi va dat dugc két qua tot dep
Quyet dinh pha gia déng bac c6 hiéu luc ké tir 00 gid ngay chu nhut 17/06/1966 véi sac
linh cia Chu Tich Uy Ban Hanh Phap Trung Udng Nguyén Cao Ky, an dinh hdi suat dong
bac VN la 80$ mét my kim va trg cap cung c6 kinh té€ 38 moi my kim. Ngay chi nhut
17/06 tat ca cac ngan hang dong clra, ngay th(r hai 18/06 tat ca cac cd quan chinh phu
cling nghi véi ly do dé€ dan mirng Ngay Quéan Luc 19/06, thé nén khéng cé dich vu doi tién,
tranh dudc cac xdo tron. Cung ngay 18/6, nhiéu bién phap chéng lam phat dugc ban hanh
nhu ap dung trg cap du hoc 38$ cho mot My Kim, tang Iluagng quan nhan cong chirc tir 20%
dén 30%, 14p Quy Diéu Hoa Thi Trudng Vang dé ban vang thoi theo gia chinh phu &n dinh.

K& tir ngay 19 thang 6, ngudi dan mua vang tu

do, chanh phu tung vang du trit cung i'ng du cac
tiém vang cho nguGi mua. Lic ban dau, nhiéu
ngudi rat tién tiét kiém, tién lam &n ra dé€ mua
vang. Gia vang cao Ién, tang Ién gap d6i, nhung

sau 3 tuan, gia vang tu tu tudt xudng (18/06:

20 500% / lugng; 11/07: 10 500%/lugng), gia chg
den my kim ciing tUr tUr dirng gia (210$ sau ngay
phd gid, 160$ vao ngay 19/08) (Poan Thém. Viéc
ting ngay 1966).

Vang thoi cua Ngan Hang Quoc Gia trén
ban hop bdo tai BY Kinh-Té
ngay 20/06/1966: nguoi dén duoc mua
vang tu do tai cac tiém vang

Culc pha gia dong bac khong tao ra cudc khing
hoang tam ly lo s¢ ndi ngudi dan, gidi kinh doanh
theo 16i dau co nhan thirc rang “chdn vén” vao
viéc du trir vang khéng ¢ 18i bén ban vang ra dé cé du tién mat mua hang hoa kinh doanh.
Tinh hinh kinh t& tir thang 06 dén thang 09 nam 1966, ndi chung 6n dinh, ddi séng ngudi
dan khong qua khé khan. K& hoach chong lam phat va pha gia tién té da khong gay hot
hoang vi dong bac VN dugc dan chung tin tudng la cé vang cta chinh phu bao dam.

Sau khi tir chirc Téng Trudng Kinh T&, anh Thanh nhép cudc vao sinh hoat chinh tri. N&m
1967, anh ra tranh cf Tong Théng d€ chén dudng lién danh quén nhan Thiéu-Ky, nhung
lién danh cla anh bi bac. Ngay 22 thang 09, Tudng Nguyén Ngoc Loan bat gilr anh vai ly
do anh than Cong mac du trudc do, ngay 19 thang 07, tudng Ky tuyén bd véi bao chi la
mudn chiéu héi 6ng, tuy biét 6ng cd thai d6 khuynh ta » (Poan Thém. Viéc tirng ngay 1967,
tr. 163).

Vé diém nay, bdi 1& than thudc véi anh chi Thanh tir 50 ndm qua, t6i biét rd anh Ia ngudi
qudc gia (hiéu theo nghia khdng cdng san) yéu nudc, yéu hoa binh. Anh bi mang nhan hiéu
than cong hay cong san vi lic sinh vién, anh tham gia cac phong trao xa hoi, phan chién
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theo ki€u «thdi thugng» chéng My clia «ld Sorbonne» vao céc thap nién 50-70, va la ré cla
mot can bd cong san cao cap, cé thdi la Dai sr clia Viét cong & Nam Vang.

Nam 1977, toi cd qua Phap tham ba con va cd ghé tham anh chi Thanh tai nha. Chi Thanh
thanh that cho t6i biét la ba chi lam I6n v8i Cong San Ha NGi nén dugc dac an cho qua
Phap chira binh. Cha con gdp nhau thay vi mirng r& nhung su' that rat dang buén. Chi néi
la ctr chi, I6i 1€ va tu tudng cla ba chi thay d6i hoan toan theo cdng san va cha con khong
muobn gap nhau nifa. Can noi thém la Ba cta chi Mai, vg anh Thanh la 6ng Nguyen Van Cai
(thay gido Cai) theo Viét Cong tir 1940, tap két ra Bac ndm 1954, 1ap gia dinh mdi & ngoai
Bdc. Lam sao ma chi con tinh nghTa vGi nguGi cha da phu bac me minh, bo rgi minh, trung
kién v@i cOng san va lam sao ma Sanyo, mot céng ty tu ban Nhut B6n lai ¢ thé giao cdng
ty cia minh cho mot tén cdng san Au Trudng Thanh lam Chu tich Tong Gidm Bdc & Phap
t&i ngay vé huu?

Anh Au Trudng Thanh la mot kinh té& gia tai gidi va dang kinh ciia mién Nam. Tiéc thay, bdi
ban tanh bdc truc, khéng gian tham, khéng xu ninh, anh da khdng thich nghi dugc véi mot
bGi canh nhiéu nhudng, phai chap nhan luu vong sang Phap tir nam 1968 va mat tai dé 41
nam sau.

Qua nhitng dong chir nay, t6i mubn gai IGi tuGng niém tGi mot nguGi ban, nguGi anh quy
mén van lubn trong tam tudng toi.

Bay gid, toi xin trd lai chuyén dgi toi.

Chinh trong bGi canh cuoc chién chdng lam phat tién té va giai quyét khan cap nhitng khd
khan kinh t& ma anh Au Trudng Thanh da cam két véi Tha Tudng Nguyén Cao Ky hdi thang
02 ndm 1966, tdi da dugc anh mdi gill chl'c vu Phu Ta Tong Uy Vién Kinh té-Tai Chanh. Toi
va anh khong cé quen biét nhau trudc. Anh t6t nghi€p bén Phap quen lam viéc bang tiéng
Phap. Anh mudn chon mdt ngudi cd thé |am viéc hitu hiéu dudc véi USAID (United States
Agency for International Development), mét trong nhirng cd quan hang dau cua chanh phu
My d3c trdch gilp d& cac xa hdi dan chd cd quyét tdm phéat trién tron ven tiém ndng cla
minh.

Trong nam 1966, ngan khoan USAID vién trg thuagng mai cho Mién Nam lén t&i khoang
$800 triéu My kim. Ngoai viéc lam Gidam doc Trung Tam Khuéch Truagng Ky Nghé (TTKTKN),
tdi con la chu tich hdi Cuu Sinh Vién Pai Hoc My (AUAA-American University Alumni
Association). th“f may mén hay dinh ménh, t6i la ngu’éﬁ cé mét tai dL’Jng cho va ding luc dé
ngu’dl Viét dau tién vé nudc c6 bang cao hoc cla MIT da lam wec bén My va bén nha dudgc
10 nam. Anh nghi rang vdi kinh nghiém san cd, t6i c6 du kha nang doi tac véi ngusi My.
Anh Thanh tin téi dam an dam néi véi My va khong cé tanh “Ba Phai.”

Vé phan toi, tdi xem day la mdt vinh du dudc phuc vu dat nudc gilra mot thdi diém day cam
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go nhu vay. O tudi ba mudi 1&m, tdi 1& Phu T4 Tong Uy Vién Kinh t&-Tai Chanh tré nhut,
phai d6i dau vdi nhiing thir thach nhiéu chéng gai nhat trong dGi minh. Tai trat hét tam can
vao cdng viéc. Trong cuang vi chl tich hdi AUAA, tdi tuyén chon nhitng tai ndng san cé &
trong hdi d€ 1ap “nhdm chuyén vién ly tudng” cdng tac vai toi. Nhom chding t6i rat gan g
nhau. Dén nay, han 40 nam sau ngay Sai Gon that thu, ching t6i van con hop mat nhu mot
dai gia dinh.

Ho xuat than tir nhitng trudng nhu Lafayette College, MIT, Stanford University, Columbia
University, NYU, Trudng Ky Thuat Pha Tho, Dai Hoc Sai Gon, Dai Hoc Pa Lat, Asian Institute
of Technology (Thai Lan), Colorado State University, Georgetown University, Purdue
University, University of Oklahoma, University of Arizona, Bowling Green State University,
Carnegie Mellon University, Université Laval (Québec, Canada), Ecole Polytechnique de
Montréal, Monash University (Melbourne, Australia), University of Western Australia (Perth),
University of Canterbury (Christchurch, NZ), Massey University (NZ), Ecole nationale
supérieure des Beaux-Arts de Paris va The London School of Economics...

Nhom "Dream Team” hop mdat vao ngay sanh nhut thu’ 70 cua toi tai nha San Francisco nam 2000

TU trdi qua phéi : Hang ngdi: Lé Trong Mu, Lédm HB, Nguyén Dang Khoi, Hoang Buc Nha,
Khuong Hiu Biéu, Huynh Hifu Han, Vinh Thic; Hang ding: Nguyén Buc Cuong, Trén Van Khdj,
Nguyén Khac D6, V6 Hung, Nguyén Van Chéu, Ngé Chién, Bui Thuc Qui Nhon, Truong Chi Nghia,

Lé Trong Tao, Phi Minh Tém, Nguyén Ngoc Dién
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Trong trach truGc mat la tim cach dua Mién Nam thoat khoi tinh trang kinh t&€ cham tién
sau mot thé ky bi Phap cai tri v8i mot nén ngoai thucng phan I6n dua vao viéc xuat cang
nguyén liéu nhu gao, ca phe dira kho, cao su, than da, go va nhap cang cac san pham ky
nghé. Vi la cuu thudc dia nén Viét Nam hoan toan thiéu cac ha tliing cd s& can thiét dé cd
thé phat trién kinh t€ binh thudng. Uu tién dugdc dét ra la phai tim céch cai t6 cd cu hién
hitru thanh nén kinh t€ thi trudng. Mudn dat muc dich dd, ching tbi thanh 1ap cac Khu Ky
Nghé, Vién Dinh Chudn, Khu Ché& Xudt, Trung Tdm Dich Vu Dau Tu song song véi cac
chudng trinh huan luyén vé Quan Tri Xi Nghiép.

Vao thdi diém do, Viét Nam thua xa cac “con hd con” & A Chau nhu Singapore, Dai Loan va
Dai Han. Dan chiing séng trong ba quéc gia Nhut Bdn, Trung Hoa, va Dai Han thuéc nhém
bon dan téc c6 “vdn héa dung diia” ndi tiéng lam viéc khéo tay va can man. D4t nudc ho
c6 san nhom chuyén vién tai gioi va doi ngli nhan céng c6 nhiéu ky nang. Dai Loan va Dai
Han cung va&i nhirng nudc § Dong Nam A nhu Thai Lan, Ma Lai A, va Singapore da biét Igi
dung dung déng dollars ngudi My tiéu xai cho chién tranh Viét Nam dé ddy manh chudng
trinh phat trién kinh t&€ ctia quéc gia ho. Ngudc lai, Viét Nam bj thua thiét mét cach nghiém
trong vi su’ tan pha cudia chién tranh va tinh trang thi€u an ninh. D€ bu lai, ching ti dua ra
nhitng du ludt dau tu cd nhiéu uu dai vé thu€ ma dé thu hat vén dau tu trong nudc va
ngoai quac.

Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa la mét thi du cho thay thanh qua viéc lam cta chiing t6i. Noi nay
chi cach Sai Gon 30 km va dugc xem |a an toan nhd dugc bao vé bdi can cf quén su’ khdng
16 ctia My & Long Binh. Nha may xay trong khu ky nghé dugc cung cap dat, nudc, dién, dién
thoai, gidy phép xay cat va nhan céng vdi gia thap. Hai hang hon hgp san xuat may diesel
va may cay cung hai cdng ty Nhut B&n Yanmar Diesel Engine Co. va Kubota Ltd. dugc thiét
|ap tai noi day. Pau may do céc cdng ty ndy san xudt dudc ngudi Viét uva chudng dé chay
ghe do va thuyén danh ca trong Pong Bang Séng Clru Long va vung duyén hai. Bén canh
dd, con cd6 mot nha may can
thép dung cac vat liéu phé thai
tlr chién tranh dé€ ché bién thanh
thép cay va cac vat dung xay cat
bang thép. Ngoai ra, trong khu
ky nghé con cé nhitng cc sé nhu
nha may gidy, hoa chat, 10 gach,
binh dién xe hgi, dén néon va
nhiéu hdng san xudt san pham
thay thé hang nhap cang. Sau
bién c6 Mau Than 1968, nén kinh
té qulc gia tang trudng nhanh
chdng nén tdi quyét dinh td chirc
cudc trién 13m Saigon Expo
1970 dé giGi thiéu nhitng san
phdm dugc ché tao trong nudc.

Saigon Expo, 1970
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Téng théng Nguydn vén Thiéu va phu nhén trong ngdy khanh thanh Saigon Expo 1970. Toi diing
bén tay trai cua ba Thiéu. Ba Khiém dung sau ba Thiéu. Co Truc Ldm, nhan vién Ngén Hang, cam
dia dung kéo cat bang. Goc trai phia trén: Pai su’ Hoa Ky Ellsworth Bunker va Thu tudng Trén
thién Khiém. Phia sau.: Hoang dic Nh&, Vo van Hué va Lé van Lam.

Kién tric su L& van Ldm xudt than tir trudng Ecole
nationale supérieure des Beaux-Arts, Paris, la
ngudi da thiét k& cudc trién 1dm dat dugc nhiéu
thanh céng. C6 Lé Trac Lam, da déng gop rat
nhiéu trong viéc thuc hién cuén phim tai liéu “Ky
Nghé Viét Nam” (Vietham Industry) dugc chiéu ra
mat tai cubc Trién Lam. Cubn phim nay do Trung
Tam Qudc Gia bién Anh quay, néu ré thanh qua
da dat dudgc trong lanh vuc ki nghé gitra Iic chién
cudc dang s6i dong tai mién ndng thon. |

Bang luu niém tang nhiing cd nhan dé gop cong suc
toé chuc cudc trién Iam: Ky su’ Huynh Hitu Hén
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Bép Busiqesgl/l/_eek /:lagaz/ne s6 ngay 27 thang 12 nam 1969 da tudng trinh chi tiét nhitng
thanh quéa vé kinh té& cia mién Nam sau cudc Téng Tan Cdng Tét M&u Than 1968.
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BusinessWeek s6 ngay 27 thang 12 nam 1969 -
Trich dich tur bai bao dang trong BusinessWeek, 1969:

Do nguy co nghé nghiép, nhiéu thuong gia & Sai Gon mac chung bénh tam than phan liét.
"Chuing ti ¢ bon phdn trinh bay 1én tru s chinh nhu cdu cén Idp ké hoach cho thoi hdu
chién” mét quan ly cua céng ty ngoai quéc tuyén bé "va ching téi ciing phai san séng tiu
thodt qua cua chanh néu Viét Cong dot nhap vao cua sau.”

Nhung ngay ldc nay, Idn ddu tién sau cudc Téng Céng Kich Tét Mau Than ndm 1968 cua
Cong San, cdc doanh gia & Sai Gon chiu kho cén nhac vé cac co hdi lam viéc ldu dai hon la
V& cdc nguy co ngan han.

VGi su hé tro v tai chénh va cac uu déi khdc dén tir Trung Tém Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé
cua chanh phu Mién Nam, mot s6 it nha dau tu’ trong nudc da khdi cong thuc hién cac du’
én cda ho. Trung Tém ndy Ia mot co quan tu’ tri hoat déng nhu’ mot ngén hang phat trién.

Ngay tai Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa do Trung Tam thiét Iap tai ngoai 6 Sai Gon, nhiéu nha may
dang duoc dung 1én dé san xudt nhiéu loai sén phédm nhu: son, ca phé uéng lién, thép tém
ma kém, thuc dn suc vat, va may cay chay bang diesel. Nhiéu co sd khdc dang trong giai
doan nghién cuu nhu’ nha may can thép dung vat liéu phé thai tu’ chién tranh thau gop duoc
tu khdp moi noi cua Mién Nam.

Trong hién taj, Trung Tém Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé dang cho xdy cat mot khu ky nghé va
mot cang soéng tai Can Tho ndm sdu trong Pong Bang Séng Cuu Long. Ong Khuong Hiu
Diéu, Téng Gigm Pbc Trung Tam va xudt thén tir dai hoc Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, cho biét Ong dang thuong luong voi cdc nha ddu tu’ ngudi Viét dé thiét I5p
nhiéu cong ty ché rap may bom nuoc, may keo, va cac dung cu canh néng khac & Can Tho.
"Trong nam tdi, quy vi sé thdy duoc cac nha may moc ra tai noi dé,” Ong hua hen.

An ninh dugc cai thién. Hang hda luu théng dé dang 13 ddu hidu cua su’ phdn thinh mdi, It
nha dau tu ngoai quéc chiu xuat vén dau tu vao Mién Nam Viét Nam ngay luc nay. Tuy
nhién, nguoi My va dac biét nguoi Nhat Ban dang suy tinh mot cach than trong vién anh
cho tuong lai. Mot nha quan sat nguoi My & Sai Gon nhén xét "Rat nhiéu nguoi dang tu’ hoi
Jic nao Ia thoi diém thuén loi nhét dé nhp cudc.”

Cong cudc khdo sat so khdi vé ddu héa ngoai khoi Vinh Thai Lan do t6 hop Mandrill
Industries, Inc gom 10 céng ty ddu hoa thuc hién cho thdy tiém nang day hua hen khién
mot s6 cong ty tham du’ nén nong muén chanh phu goi déu thdu cho phép tham do.

Hang ngdy, cdc doanh nhdn Nhét Ban dat chan tdi Sai Gon dé nghién cuu co hdi diu tu vé
trong chudi, ngu’ nghiép hay nha may san xudt van ép. Hai cong ty Nhat Ban Kubota, Ltd.,
va Yanmar Diesel Engine Co., Ltd. da thoa thudn cho phép cac nha mady dang canh tranh
Vdi ho ché'tao dung cu canh néng tai déy.
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Cac hoat dong kinh doanh nang déng hon phan anh tinh trang hoi phuc kinh té that nhanh
chong cua Mién Nam Viét Nam sau cudc téng tdn céng Tét Méu Thén va nén an ninh d§
duoc vén hoi tai néng thoén. Nhitng xe van tai va xe buyt chay nhu’ mac cdi trén truc 16 Sai
Gon - Hué doc theo Qudc 10 s6'1 trudc dady bi coi la mét an ninh. Hang doan xa lan chd gao
tr Ca Mau nam sdu trong vung dong bang 1én tdi thu dé khdng gap trd ngai gi.

Thoi budi an ninh hon. Viéc vén chuyén hang hoa tu do va tinh trang an ninh mién thén
qué duoc bao dam hon khién cho su’thinh vuong duoc van hoi nhut la voi vua lua cua Pong
Bang S6ng Cuu Long. Nam nay, thu hoach vé lua gao Ién tdi khodng 5,1 triéu tdn — cao hon
500,000 tén so vdi nam 1968 va gén béng cao diém 5,3 triéu tén cua ndm 1963. San tién
trong tui, nguoi ndng dan kéo nhau vé cac thj xa mua dau may do hai cong ty Kohler Co va
Briggs and Stratton san xuét dé dung chay ghe xudng va mdy bom nudc. Moi ném sé luong
tiéu thu loai may nady dat toi muc 100,000 chiéc.

Vén dau tu. Cung luc do, bat chap cac rui ro, chinh phu cé gang khuyén khich nguoi dan
ddu tu vao céc nganh ky nghé. Ong Khuong Hiu Biéu, ngudi Idnh dao Trung Tém Khuéch
Truong Ky Nghé, hiéu rat ré minh cdn phai lam gi dé thuyét phuc duoc céc doanh nhén.
"Trong thoi chién, nguoi ta can dua ra rat nhiéu diéu hap. dén dé 16i cubn cdc nha ddu tu,”
Ong noi. Do vdy, Trung Tém Khuéch Truong Ky Nghe san sang cho doanh nhéan vay mot
ngan khoan tuong duong voi so tién ho dau tu vao du an cda minh. Tai Khu Ky y Nghé Can
Tho, Trung Tam dat san cac duong day dién, dién thoai, 6ng nuoc. Ngoa/ ra con cho xay
cac khung nha béng thép tién ché dé thu hut cdc ky nghé gia. Ong Diéu con phat biéu thém
"Ho s€é khdng phai nhuc dau vé cac thu tuc hanh chanh ruom ra. Chung toi lo viéc cdp phat
gidy phép dum ho.”

Trong Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa gén Sai Gon, ta thdy duoc cdc nha mdy vdi téng s6 vén déu
tu 1én toi 30 triéu My Kim san xuét I6p xe may, vai va kinh tdm. Céng ty My Parsons and
Whittemore lam chu s6 c6 déng thiéu sé trong mét nha mdy gidy; cong ty Eternit cua Phap
ché'tao cdc dung cu lam mai nha va éng nudc. Nhu trong s6'Ion nhiing nudc & vang Béng
Nam A, nguoi Hoa hai ngoai chiém da s6 cac vén dau tu tai dia phuong.

Ong Diéu, mét cuu B truéng Kinh té co bang cao hoc vé Engineering va Industrial
Management cla dai hoc MIT. Trudc déy, Ong lam viéc voi Ebasco & New York, roi chuyén
qua cac hdng Esso va Cong ty buong & Mién Nam Viét Nam.

Nhén vién. Ong Diéu tu tip duoc mét nhom 40 chuyén vién xuédt thén tu cdc dai hoc My
nhu’ MIT, Stanford, the Wharton School, va nhiéu noi khac - ho co nhiém vu ho tro cac nha
dau tu ' trong cdc dich vu nhu thiét ké mady moc va gidp goi dau thau tu’ cac nha cung cdp &
ngoai quoc.

Trong khi diéu hanh mét trung t3m phét trién, éng Biéu con di vdo cdc hoat déng khdc niza.
"Khi tham viéng cac nha mdy va doi cac nha dau tu’ tra ng, téi nhan xét thdy ho khdng ranh
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vé quan tri” Ong gidi thich. Diéu ndy khién Ong quyét dinh thiét /ap mot trung tam huan
/uyen Vé cac mén hoc nhu’ phan tich chi ph/ quan tri nhan vién, kiém sodt hang tbn kho vé
phdm chét san pham Vi phuong thuc néy, Ong hy vong cd thé thu hdt duoc gidi doanh
nhan chap nhan rui ro dé diu tu véo cdc du’ én sau do chi cho ho cdch diéu hanh nha may
nira. Ong Biéu gidi thich cdch nhin cua minh nhu sau:

"T6i ¢6 géng tim duoc nhiéu dur én ky nghé dé tai tro. Qua cdc cudc hdi thdo va hdi nghi,
toi gidi thiéu cdc lanh vuc dau tu vdi gidi kinh doanh. Mot khi ca d& can céu, téi cho chung
an cac mon vé ky thuat, ké tiép toi dung tién dé nhu’ ching. Mot khi nha mady da xdy xong,
téi dem mon quan tri ra nubi chung.”

Trong thdi ky gilf chitrc Phu T4 Téng Uy Vién Kinh t&-Tai Chanh, ti con ddm nhan chirc vu

T6ng Gidm Déc cla hai ¢d quan quan trong trong chinh pha & Trung Tam Khuéch Truang
Ky Nghé (TTKTKN) va sau dd la Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé (NHPTKN) dé tai trg viéc

xay cat cac nha may. Nha vao co
gdng cta nhom “chuyén vién ly
tudng” day nhiét huyét va cé kha
nang ma chung toi gat hai dugc
nhiéu thanh qua cu thé va dang
ké.

TOi xin liét ké ngi day mot vai co
s@, cd quan hay t6 chlc ching
toi da 1ap ra dé hoan tét trong
trach cita minh. Trong nam
2000, nhan dip gdap g& tai San
Francisco, anh chi em TTKTKN
c6 tang cho t6i mét trang trong
album Iuu niém nhu sau:

MOt trong nhitng viéc dé la
thanh 13p Vién Dinh Chuan,
toa lac trong Khu Ky Nghé Bién
Hoa, d& chirng nhdn phadm chét
cta hang hda va bao dam san
phdm dat dudc tiéu chudn can
thiét. Mot thanh vién trong nhdm
“chuyén vién ly tudng” cua
chung toi la 6ng Phi Minh Tam,
hoc tir MIT vé, dugc b nhiém
lam ngudi lanh dao cua Vién.
Bén canh do, con cé Trung Tam
Dich Vu Dau Tu vdi tru sé nam
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Ngoai viéc tryc tiép diéu hanh
Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghg,
Cong Ty Quéc Gia Khuéch Truong
Khu K§ Nghé (SONADEZI), va
Ngan Hang Phét Trién K§ Nghé Viét Nam,

v0i cdi nhin bao quat trong viéc phat triér,l
kinh t€ quéc gia, Anh Khu'ong Hu'u Piéu
con tich cyc thic déy viéc thanh 1ap, cung
cdp phuong tién nhan tai vat Iyc va dinh
hudng hoat dong clia cic co quan, doan thé
va to chuc sau day:

Vién Quoc Gia Pinh Chuan
Téng Cudc Phat Trién Dau Tu
Téng Cuc Dau Hoa
Khu Ché Xuat
Hoi Quan Tri Xi Nghiép
Viét Nam Suc San, va
T6 Chifc Nang Suat A Chau
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trong tod nha ctia B6 Kinh T& do dng Nguyén D3ng Khoi tot nghiép dai hoc Stanford diéu
hanh.

M6t cd quan tdi quan trong nhdm chiing tdi thanh 1ap 1a Téng Cudc Dau Héa Va Khoang
San nham muc dich khai thac cac tai nguyén chua dugc khai khdn cua nudc nha. Trong
tdm hoat ddng clia cc quan la phat trién téi da tiém ndng vé dau hoa va khi dét ndm ngoai
khai 1ong chao Saigon-Sabu ma Viét Nam chia sé vdi cac qudc gia lan bang. Phia Sabu cua
long chao da san xuat dudgc nhiéu dau thé trong cac nam qua. Ngudgc lai, long chao phia
Sai Gon chua dugc dung tdi. V3i su giup dd ky thuat cia CCOP “Coordinating Committee
for Offshore Prospecting in Asia,” chiing téi thanh Iap Téng Cubc Dau Hoa Va Khoang San
va 6ng Tran van Khdi, mot thanh vién cta nhédm “chuyén vién ly tudng”, dugc chi dinh lam
Téng Cudc Trudng. Ong Khai 13 tac gia cudn “Dau Hoa Viét Nam 1970 — 1975”dé trinh bay
két qua cua viéc tham do dau hda thdi do.

Sau khi di quan sat cac Khu Ché Xuat (EPZ) cta Dai Loan, toi nhan thady viéc thiét 1ap cac
khu nay rat can thiét cho viéc phat trié’n~ kinh té€ nudc nha. Do do, t6i gap rat cho xay cat
Khu Ché Xuat tai bén sdng Sai Gon. NO luc ndy nham khuyén khich von dau tu truc ti€p
tlr nudc ngoai va gilp ludn chuyén ngoai té thau hdi dugc trong hé théng kinh t&/ngoai
thuagng cua x&r sé. Khu Ché Xuat cé tac dung khuyén khich viéc xay cat cac nha may san
xuét 1am gia tdng cac hoat dong kinh t& dé rdi thu hdt thém vén dau tu' tir x ngoai ddng
xay cat thém céc khu ché xudt mdi. Ngoai té thau nhan dugc sé dudc sir dung dé lam gia
tang xuat cang. Ngoai ra, cac ha tang cg s thiét 1ap cho cac khu ché xuat con giup phat
trién cac 1anh vuc k§ nghé va thuong mai trong nudc dem lai thém nhiéu céng &n viéc lam
cho ngudi dan. Hoai bao cua chung t6i lic dé la hoi nhap dugc cac ky thuat tan tién trén
thé& gidi d&€ ndng cao ndng xudt nhG vay cd thé san xudt dugc nhitng san pham dat dang
cap quoc té.

Ngoai Khu K§ Nghé Bién Hoa, chanh phu Dai Loan da hd trg dang k& cho Viét Nam trong
viéc thiét Iap Khu K§ Nghé Can Tha, thd phu cia Dong Bang S6ng Clru Long. Ho da gdi
qua dan may vét sdng I6n nhit cla ho dé cung cép cat tir sdng Clru Long dép cho khu kj
nghé mai nay. Ngoai ra, chi nhanh dia phuong cia Ngan Hang chung toi ciing tai trg cho
cac nha may nam trong Khu Ky Nghé Pa Nang.

‘ "olﬂ‘fiﬂﬂf LAl anigs 1agt-san | Mot thanh qua khac cua nhém ching toi la viéc

' S:h:..?;:::l.xw . e giup thanh 1ap Vién Quan Tri. Chdng toi sém
'""a"""'éAS".'A:HIEN-c} e phgt hlen, cac quan tri vien cao cap t?vl cac Ahang

& hol vitn HaTOWVN sem 1971 XUONg mdi ra dGi 6 nhu cau dugc huan luyén ve

is @ member of the MAVN for the year quan tri dé nang cao nang suat giup ho cé phucng
ttinr v cane tién trd ng cho Ngan Hang. Day la ly do dua tdi

b viéc xuat hién cia Vién Quan Tri do mét thanh

vién khac cta nhdm “chuyén vién ly tuéng”, 6ng
- V6 Van Hug, ding ra lanh trach nhiém lam trudng
The Hor Vien Hoi Quan Tri Xi Nghiep 1971 cg quan. K& tir ndm 1970, ching tdi cho phat
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hanh t& nguyét san Quan Tri Xi Nghiép dé phd bién két qua cac I3p huén luyén vé quan
tri dudgc td chirc trong hay ngoai nudc. Ching tdi ding ra t6 chlc nhiéu chuyén viéng thdm
€0 xudng san xudt dé cac ky nghé gia co co hdi trao déi kinh nghiém va hoc hdi nhau.
Nhitng budi hdi thao dinh ky vé dé tai quan tri cia chlng téi dugc don nhén ndng nhiét.
Ban Chap Hanh cua Vién Quan Tri dugc dat dudi quyén Chu Toa Danh Du cua 6ng Tran
Thién Khiém, Tha Tudng Chanh Phu. Nhiéu nha kinh doanh hang dau trong nudc cling nhan

lam thanh vién cta Ban Chap Hanh.

Ban Chap Hanh Hoi Quan Tri 1972-1973
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Nh& vao nhitng nd luc trong nhiéu 1anh vuc clia ching t6i, cdng cudc phat trién kj nghé
trong nudc da dat nhitng budc tién lién tuc. Do d6 Ngan Hang ddy manh viéc cép tin dung
cho cac du an mdi tai cac tinh. Cac ho sd vay dudc chap thuan cho moi hoat dong kinh té
nhu bién ché& ndng phdm, san pham céng nghiép, cac du &n vé nudc va dién clng nhirng
bién ché khac nira.

LOANS APPROVED IN 1973
(Classified by Sectors)

-

ERERRRRRRE

1969 1970 1971 1972 ! 1973

Nd luc ctia chiing tdi nhdm thda man nhu cau tiéu thu cla cu dan & tinh thanh cling nhu
tai ndng thon. Trong bGi canh cudc chién dang sbi suc, nhém chdng t6i da déc tam vao
cdng viéc hoan thanh céc ha tang co s& can thiét cho viéc phat trién kinh t€ va cai tién cudc
sdng cua ngudi dan. Phan thudng cla ching t6i la thdy dudc truGc mat nhitng dong gop
tich cuc tUr viéc lam cda minh vao ddi sdng moi ngudi.
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Phan A: )
Céc Nude A Chau Va Tay Au

== O
Z 11N

T6 Chirc Nang Suat A Chau va Nhat Ban

O,

ApO

Nhiém vu cla t6i tir 1964 dén 1975 bao gdm cong viéc hgp tac kinh té véi nhitng qubc gia
trong Thé Gidi Ty Do dang giup d& Mién Nam chdng lai Céng San Mién Bac dudc yém trg
bai Lién S6 va Trung Cong. Do dd trong cudng vi dai dién cho chinh pha Viét Nam Cdng
Hoa, toi thudng ti€p xuc vai nhitng qudc gia déng minh ban cla chung ta nhu Hoa Ky, Nhat
Ban, Phap, Tay blc, Dai Loan va APO.

T6 Chirc Ndng Suat A Chau APO (Asian Productivity Organization). la mét td chirc lién chinh
phu dugc Nhat Ban thanh Iap ngay 11 thang 5, 1961 nham muc dich dong gop vao su phat
trlen xa héi va kinh té cua cac quoc gia vung A Chéuva vung 7hai Binh Duong qua nhitng
nd luc trg gilp cac qudc gia hdi vién dé€ gia tdng ndng suét va kha ndng canh tranh. Co
quan T8 chirc ndy cling gillp nhitng cd quan san xuat tai mdi qudc gia (National Productivity
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Organizations=NPOs) bang cach cung cap nhifng dich vu hudn luyén cling nhu ¢ vén trong
I3nh vuc tu' va cdng. Ngoai ra, APO con ho trg viéc phd bién va trao déi thdng tin vé nang
suat kinh té& giita cac qudc gia. Tru sG clia T6 chirc dat tai Tokyo va vi Téng Thu Ky la mot
cuu dai si ngudi Nhat. Vao nam 1964, nhirng qudc gia hoi vién cua APO gom cé Nhat Ban,
Pai Loan, Pai Han, Hong Kong, Viét Nam Céng Hoa, Phi Luat Tan, M3 Lai A, Thai Lan,
Singapore, An Do, _Pakistan, Iran, Nepal, va Sri Lanka. HGi Dong Quan Tri cia APO luan
phién nhdm hop moi nam mot [an tai cac nudc hdi vién. Toi c6 mat & APO tir ndm 1964, da
hoc hoi rat nhiéu qua nhiing hgp tac vdéi APO. Ngoai ra, toi cling g&i nhan vién cac cap cua
Trung Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé va B6 Kinh T€, cac chd nhan va thanh vién HOi Pong
quan tri cla mét s6 co s ky nghé di tu nghiép véi APO dé cd co hdi hoc hdi vé ky thuét va
quan trj tai nhitng cdng ty I6n ndi tiéng thé& gidi nhu Sony, Pioneer Electronics, Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries... Nhiéu chuyén vién k¥ thut ctia APO cfing dén Viét Nam hd trg cho Trung
Tam Khuéch Trugng Ky Nghé trong nhiéu lanh vuc, nhu 6ng Kobayashi, mét ky su” hoi huu
giau kinh nghiém cua Japan National Railroad, va 6ng Kaneko, chu tich kiém chi nhan clua
mot cong ty ma dién cua Nhat.

Sau day la mot s6 hinh anh ghi lai nhitng phién hop quan trong cua Viét Nam véi APO:

- Dién Van Khai Mac APO clia Thu Tu'éng Eisaku Sato tai Tokyo 1970

Mix Excellency Prame Minister Eiaku Sa1o 0f Jaoen delmers Pt of 3
sDeech Lefore The COoPNINng #Lon 0f the Asan Proous 1oty Congress held
at the Tokyo Frince Mol Auocutt 1B 1970

T6i tham du’ phién hop ndy vdi cuong vi la Pho chu tich (toi ngoi ghé thur hai tu’ bén mat), B
Truong Tai Chanh Nhat, Kiichi Mivazawa, thu’ hai o’ bén trdi.
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- Dién van khai mac Pai Hoi APO [an thir 13 (1973 ) tai Sai Gon cua Thu Tuéng
Viét Nam Cong Hoa Tran Thién Khiém

The Prime Minister opeuing the 15th Governing Body Meeting of
the Asien Productivity Qrganization.

won. The Prime Minuter (center) and Nt

tal during the opening sernon

O. biéu doc dién vén bé mac
khoa hop

TUr trdi qua phdi: KH Biéu, Thu Tudng TT Khiém,
culs Pai St Nhat M. Sato
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Nam 1974, toi la Chu Tich H6i Dong Quan Tri chu toa phién hop ctia Pai HOi APO |an thir
14 tai Sai Gon.

2 .\’ ".‘.ﬁ."_'_ T F_?*”J"_”: “-\.

D THE FOURTEERTH SPome e
ENTH SESSION OF THe gg
ASIAN PRODLTIVTY DRGANIZAT\W oy

The new APO Chairman Mr. Khuong Huu Dieu making his opening
statement at the 14th GB Meeting. Flanking him (from | to r) are Mr,
V.A, Jafarey, 2nd Vice-Chairman, Mr. N.N. Wanchoo, 1st Vice-Chairman
and Mr. M. Seki, APO Secretary-General.

U trdi qua phéi: O. V.A. Safarey Thi? Truong Ky Nghe cua Pakistan,
O. N. N. Wanchoo Téng Trudng Ky Nghé An D6, KH Diéu, Pai st M. Seki.

Cac Du An Caa APO

T6 chirc APO cling vé&i Toa Pai S Nhat Ban & Sai Gon hudng dan nhiéu phai doan ky nghé
gia va nha dau tu ngudi Nhat dén Mién Nam dé& nghién cfu cac du' &n hon hgp. Hai cong ty
Nhat Yanmar va Kubota co thiét 1ap cong ty Viét-Nhat ché tao ndng cu may cho nha nong
chay bdng diesel tai Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa. Nhirng may mdc clia ho con dudc thinh hanh
sU dung nhiéu trong nganh ngu nghiép va giao thong.
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Cac nha dau tu Nhat Ban t&i tham t6i & Sai Gon trong nam 1973.

s

. Y

. .

St

—
aT—
— .

Phai doan APO gém cac ky nghé gia, cac nha dau tu’ Nhat Ban
viéng tham toi & Sai Gon nam 1973. Nguoi mac do dai la thdong dich vién.

Than gb chiém phan I8n 1dm san xuét cdng quan trong clia Viét Nam va cling 3 nguyén liéu
can thiét cho viéc tai thiét nha & bi chién tranh tan phd. Do d6 t6i c6 gang khuyén khich ho
trg viéc xay cit cac nha may bién ché& go thanh nhitng san phdm nhu van ép nhdm nang
cao gia tri dap 'ng nhu cau cua ngudi dan dong thdi tao cong dn viéc lam trong nudc. Qua
sy ho trg cia APO, Nhat Ban da tai trg thiét Iap nha may ché van ép Tan Mai ¢ vung ngoai
0 Sai Gon. Ong Duadng Kich Nhu@ng la vi Giam d6c dau tién cia nha may nay. TG6i co dip
viéng thdm mét nha may tuang tu bén Nhat dé trang bi cho du an. Day la mét phuong an
dau tu dem lai nhiéu thanh qua mac dau phai dudng dau vai nhiéu thur thach do chién tranh
gay ra. Than cay, vat liéu chinh cia nha may, bi ghim nhiéu manh dan nén thugng gay thiét
hai cho IuBi bao bang thép clia mdy. Nhiéu chuyén gia Nhat vé tiéu cdng nghé dung gob va
tre cling dén Viét Nam dé gitp giGi cdng k§ nghé Viét Nam phat trién nganh ndy nang cao
tri gia gia tang cac lam san cua Viét Nam. Noi tom lai, qua APO, Nhat Ban da dau tu vao
nhiéu lanh vuc nha may trong Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa ddc biét ky nghé ché rap vé dién tur
va cac loai hang thong dung.

Nam 1973, Téng Thdng Tudng Gidi Thach clia Trung Hoa Dan Qyé’c ¢ phong tang cho t6i
huy chugng “King Star Medal” vé nhitng dong gdp cua téi vdi to chirc APO (Xin xem hinh
dudi)
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Hogp tac véi Pai Loan

Trong thdi chién, Mién Nam Viét Nam va Pai Loan t6 chic
nhirng budi hop thudng nién vé kinh t& dé thic day nén thuong
mai song phuang gilra hai quoc gia. Viéc ngudi My ky nhiéu
giao kéo vai Pai Loan d€ mua nhitng san pham can thiét cho
cac hoat dong cua ho tai Mién Nam da dem lai ngu6n My Kim
do6i dao nubi dudng “giai doan cat canh” ctia nén kinh té bai
Loan.

Sau Thé& Chién Th{ Hai, nhiéu ky su va chuyén gia trong quéan ddi ca Tdng Théng Tudng
GiGi Thach d& di chuyén tur luc dia qua Dai Loan. Nhd ngudn nhan luc va quy My Kim méi
nay, Dai Loan da thanh cong trong chuang trinh xay dung nhitng khu ky nghé va ché xuat
cta ho. Toi cling da hoc hoi dugc nhiéu kinh nghiém vé van dé thiét Iap nhirng ha tang co
s@ cla Dai Loan. Ching toi d& géi nhiéu nha néng qua Dai Loan dé dugc hudn luyén cép
toc vé phudng phap san xuat tan tién. Toi dugc quan sat mot du’ an thay san & Pai Loan
rat thanh cdng khdi ddu véi mot ao nudc nudi rong dé€ lam thirc &n cho ca. K& dén la mot
trai nudi hang ngan ca nhod bén canh cac hd nudi ca I3n. Sau cling la mét nha hang ndi tiéng
v4i ca tur ndng trai. N6ng dan Dai Loan rat khéo vé san xuat va budn ban, bang ching la
Pai Loan da cung cap phan nira s6 lugng tiéu thu 6c¢ cia nudc Phap.

NOng dan Viét Nam cling hoc dudc tir Pai Loan phudng thific trong cac loai nam va nhiéu
nong san khac. Khi t6i khdi su’ du an xay cat Khu Ky Nghé Can Thd, chanh pha Pai Loan da
gitp cho t6i may bom cat 16n nhat cua ho dé 18y cat tir song Clru Long dd Ién khu ky nghé
mdi. Ngoai ra ching t6i cling nhan tir Pai Loan mot nha may bé tong “prestressed” tan ti€n
dé san xuét cdt dién tai Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa.
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Hgp tac véi Phap

Toi cling may man nhan dugc su hd trg cta chanh pha Phap
trong chuong trinh dao tao cép t6c nhitng nhan vién tan tuyén
dé tédng cudng cho nhém chuyén vién ky thudt cua téi. Trong
chiéu hudng nay, chanh pha Phap da g6i mét c6 van cao cap
nhiéu kinh nghiém la 6ng Denis Nguyen PhuGc Du, mgt cong
dan Phap géc Viét. Ong dau bdng tién si tir trudng Ecole
Nationale Superleure de Chimie de Montpellier va da gilr chirc vu glam doc ky cuu cho Shell-
Vietnam Company. Ong con la gido su trudng Ky Thuat Phu Tho nén 6ng da gidp toi tuyen
dung nhiing sinh vién uu tu noi day. Chang t6i cong tac v8i nhau tir nam 1964 t&i nam
1975. Ong da dong gop dang ké vao nhitng thanh qua ctia Ngan Hang Phat Trién Ky Nghé.
Sau 1975, toi cd han hanh dudc gap lai 6ng va gia dinh tai nha 6ng & Montpellier trong méot
chuyén viéng nudc Phap.

Phai ndi rang sau khi ngudi Phap rdi khdi Viét Nam vao ndm 1953, su’ bang giao van hda va
kinh té gilra Phap va ché do Viét Nam COng Hoa rat gidi han. Hé thdng gido duc cia Phap
ap dung tai mién Nam trong gan mét thé ky vGi ban chat gan loc va ly thuyét da lan lugt
dugc Viét hda va hudng vé mo6 hinh gido duc cia My cé tinh cach dai chidng va thuc tién
khdng k& chanh phu My con tai trg doi dao v& nhan su, hoc béng va hoc cu cho nén gido
duc non tré cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Vao nam 1974, véi muc dich quang ba nén gido duc Phap von da ngudi lanh trong gidi tri
thirc mién Nam, chanh phu Phap ma&i mét phai doan cap lanh dao gido duc Viét Nam qua
thdm céc dai hoc ndi ti€ng nhit clia nudc ho. Phai doan gom 6ng Tong Trudng Gido Duc
Ngd Khdc Tinh, Th Trudng dac trach Pai hoc, ti€n si D6 Ba Khé, va tbi, véi cuong vi cd
van «technology» canh 6ng Tong Trudng. Nhan dip ndy, t6i c6 viéng thdm mét s6 trudng
nhu Ecole Polytechnique de Paris, Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées, Ecole Normale
Supérieure, Supélec, INSEAD, Université de Technologie de Compiegne, Université de
Bordeaux, Université de Toulouse, Université de Montpellier, Université de Marseille, va ti€p
xtc véi ban gidng hudn cla Khoa khai khén du hda ngoai khoi clia Université d'Aix-en-
Provence. Tai Université de Bordeaux doan ching t6i da8 dugc phan khoa Hotellerie
Internationale rat ndi ti€ng khoan dai chiing tdi mét bira tiéc ddc biét do nhan su clia phan
khoa nay ndu. Di nhién Ia rugu chat chon loc viing Bordeaux d& dugc dem ra dé gidi thiéu.
Ngoai ra, 6ng Tdng Trudng Gido Duc Phap cling c6 mdi phai doan chiing téi du’ mdt dai tiéc
tai nha hang ndi tiéng Hotel de Crillon ndm nai Place de la Concorde ngay trung tdm tha do
Paris. Khung canh sang trong va trang nha cua phong ti€p tan ciing nhu thirc an clda nha
hang dat nhiéu sao cua Michelin da gay an tugng tot vdi toi.

Théng thudng, dai hoc 1a 16 dao tao chuyén vién va su’ phat trién cla quéc gia, dac biét vé
kinh t& va k¥ thuét, dua vao hudéng di va phat trién cta dai hoc. Dua vao kinh nghiém hoc
tai MIT, nhu‘ng quan sat cua chuyen cong du ciing nhu nhu‘ng thong tin dai hoc, t6i cd nhan
xét 1a nén gido duc dai hoc cla Phap, cho dén nay, van khdng may thay di trén nhiéu
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phuadng dién:

- Pa s& dai hoc Phap la céng I18p. S6 dai hoc tu' 1ap khdng déng ké. Ngudc lai & Hoa Ky, tuy
cling ¢ nhiéu dai hoc cdng 1ap, nhung da s8 nhitng dai hoc néi ti€ng nhit lai la tu 1&p va
nam rai rac khap nai trong nudc. Thi du nhu MIT va Harvard & ti€u bang Massachusetts;
Columbia University va New York University 8 New York, Stanford va Cal-Tech & California,
Princeton & New Jersey, Yale G Connecticut... déu la tu Iap. Trai lai, tai Phap cac trudng tot
nhit, “Les Grandes Ecoles”, déu la cong Iap va tap trung & thu do Paris ma thoi.

- Hoc phi dai hoc Phép tucgng d6i thdp nén céc sinh vién cd thé hoc xong béc dai hoc ma
khong chiu canh ng nén nhu bén Hoa Ky.

- Viéc giao tié€p giita cac sinh vién va giao su & Phap kém cdi ma, than thién so vdi bén M.

- Campus trudng dai hoc bén Phap tuong ddi nho hep va vang bong cac sinh hoat cla
nhirng hoi Fraternity va Sorority loai “Greek letters.” O Phap, khong cé chudng trinh
“Student Affairs Residential Education” d€ gilip sinh vién phét trién, hoc hanh va thing tién.

- Cac quy va phuong tién vé Nghién Cfu va Phat Trién cd gidi han hon so vdi cac trudng
dai hoc My.

- C4c sinh hoat thé thao tai cic trudng dai hoc Phap khéng dudc mé mang bang bén MY.
Khéng ngi nao cd nhitng van dong trudng to I6n vai s6 ghé ngdi trén 100.000 nhu &
University of Michigan hodc nhiéu ngi khac.

- Cac cuu sinh vién Phap khong hao phong déng gop cho trudng cli nhu' & bén My vi ho
nghi rang day la bén phéan cta chanh pha.

- Cac trudng dai hoc tu’ 1ap My tuy thudc vao tién quyén gép dé hoat déng. S6 tién néy 1én
t&i nhirng con s6 rat I16n: Harvard $32.7 ti My kim; Yale $23.9; Stanford $21.4; Princeton
$20.7. Cang c6 nhiéu tién, cac dai hoc cang thau nhan dugc nhiéu gido su gidi va thu hat
dugc nhiéu sinh vién uu td hon bang cach cdp hoc bdng cho ho. Nhitng dai hoc giau cd
dung dong tién d€ mua danh tiéng qua nhCrng chugng trinh hoc van cd phé’m chat cao va
ta| trg ban giang hudn thutc hién nhitng cudc nghién ciru quan trong. Két qua la hai dai hoc
ndi ti€ng nhat bén Phap Ecole Polytechnique de Paris va Ecole Normale Supérieure, chi dugc
xép hang theo thir tu' 53 va 33 trén thé gidi (QS World University Rankings 2016/17).

Cling nam 1974, ong Rueff, Chu tich Hoi Pong Quan Tri cia cong ty CARIC & Sai Gon mdi
t6i qua Paris thuyét trinh vé dé tai dau tu vao Viét Nam. Cong ty nay co xudng dong va sura
chira tau & Sai Gon tir ndm 1887. Cudc hdi thdo dudc td chiic tai tru s& cia “Conseil National
du Patronat Frangais” (CNPF) ndm trén Avenue Pierre-Ier-de-Serbie, mét toa nha lich st do
“French Employers Union” lam chi. Hom dé cé 6ng dai st Viét Nam Nguyén Duy Quang tai
Paris di cung vGi toi. NguGi anh sanh d6i cua t6i, Ti€n si Khugng H{ru Qui va phu nhan
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Frangoise, ca hai lam Giam B06c nghién clu cho « Centre National de Recherche
Scientifique »(CNRS), cling dugc mdi.

Nhin chung, trong cong cudc hgp tac kinh té€ Phap-Viét, gidi dau tu Phap hudng dugc nhiéu
i thé&: VN c6 mét luc lugng lao ddng dudc tra luong thap va tay nghé gidi, do dé gia thanh
thap, cd nhiéu dac san nhu ban gh& bang go quy, do s, hai san dong lanh va ca nudi. Ngay
trong Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa c6 nha may Eternit san xuat dung cu xay cat ré tién rat thanh
cdng. CARIC con san xuét xe hdi “La Dalat” tai Sai Gon. D& gdy cam tinh véi nhirng nha dau
tu co tiém nang, toi cd gang thuyét trinh bang ti€ng Phap.

Vién trg cua Pirc Quac

Vissan (Viét Nam Sic San Cong Ty) la mot du an dac biét
cla vién trg kinh té€ nuGc Durc danh cho Mién Nam. Cho dén thap
nién 70, thanh phd Sai Gon véi hang triéu cu dan, van con su
dung mot 10 sat sanh cii k¥ va thi€u vé sanh. Tai lién lac v&i Tuy
Vién Thuong Mai ctia Toa Pai S Birc dé thuyét phuc dng gilp
cho Viét Nam thiét Iap mot 10 sat sanh tan tién.

Toi dua 6ng dén tan ndi d§’ quan sat. Ching t6i Ién tau tai “Club Nautique” Sai Gon roi chay
vai cdy s8 trén rach Cau Ong Lanh dé tGi 10 sat sanh Chdnh Hung. Trong lic nudc rong,
canh tugng nhitng gidy vé sanh ban bi xa xudng tir nhifng nha san hai bén bd rach lam
ching toi bi s6c. Tai 10 sat sanh, ching t6i phai rung minh chifng ki€n canh cac con heo bi
choc tiét bang dao nhon theo cach ¢ xua. Huyét heo bdn tung va tiéng hét nghe inh oi.
Canh tugng hdi hung ndy du dé thuyét phuc 6ng Tuy Vién Thuong Mai dé nghi v8i chanh
phu 6ng vién trg cho Viét Nam xay mot 10 sat sanh mdi.

Toi dugc BO Kinh TE& chi dinh lam giam dbc du’ an. Theo luat phap thdi dy, chanh phu dugc
quyén, vi Igi ich chung, trung dung tai san cua dan dang xay 10 sat sanh vdi nhirng boi
thudng thoéa dang. Toi dugc an tam va@i nhirng thda thuan phap ly khi thuc hién du an.

Dia diém hop ly va tién Igi cho du 4n nam trong mdt trai trong béng mai dung chung bay
trong dip Tét va bong ngdu dung dé udp tra. Toi 1ap mdt Gy ban quyét dinh s6 tién boi
thudng cho chd nhan trai trdng bdng. Lo sat sanh can phai dat tai dia diém cd kinh rach
vay xung quanh dé€ dén nhan suc vat dugc chd tdi bang tau bé tir cac tinh vi day la phucng
tién chuyén chg it ton kém nhdt. Cling vi ly do an ninh cac cong trinh xay cat can dugc dat
cach xa nai dong dan cu. Téi quyét dinh cho xay 10 sat sanh ngay gilta mét hon dao nhan
tao cd mot chiéc cau nadi lién véi hé thng dudng xa cd san. Tuy da thong bao rd rang,
nhung khi thuc hién cling gap chuyén khoé xtr. Khi chiéc xang dao con rach chay quanh hon
dao phai ngrng lai tru6c mét 6ng néng dan gia binh than ng6i trén chiéc ghé can dudng
tién clia chiéc xang d€ phan ddi viéc chanh phu tich thu dat cla 6ng. Cam ta Thugng Dé
da cho tdi quyén dé di phd véi tinh trang ndy. Tdi kinh c&n va nhan nai trinh bay véi éng
nudc nha can xay mot 10 sat sanh cé vé sinh, tan ti€n va Bdc Qubc da vui long tai trg cho
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Viét-Nam du’ an nay. Ngoai viéc s€ boi thudng ong t6i da theo luat dinh, t6i con hira tang
thém 6ng mot mon qua dac biét l1a cac con heo giong Yorkshire cua vién trg My. Cudc
thuong thuyét nhG do dudc giai quyét on thda cho ca doi bén.

Trong giai doan xay cat, t6i kham pha ra dia ban cua 16 sat sanh nam trén mot ving dat
boi va bun lay nén doi hoi phai dong nhiéu cot xi mdng c6t thép chéng d& nén nha may cho
dugc virng chai han. Toi cam thay hanh dién moi khi nghi t&i du an nay vi do la lan dau tién
& Sai Gon mot cdng trinh nhu vy da do mét nhdm chuyén vién tré tir Ngan Hang Phét Trién
Ky Nghé dirng ra dam nhiém tir dau tdi cudi: tUr diéu nghién tdi chon lua may mdc, dau
thau qudc t€, diéu hanh xay cat, ddt may va cho chay thir. Lo sét sanh ddt tén la VISSAN
dugc hoan tat nam 1974 va Tha Tudng Tran Thién Khiém da dén chu toa Ié khanh thanh.
Ong Lé thanh

- . 5 : Nhan mot
Viét Nam Suc San (Vissan) H o~
: e " chuyén vién
)ﬁm o Tran Qudc ;jc{rtangcap cﬂa Ngén

Hang dugc chi
dinh l1am T6ng
giam doc. Ong
xuat than tor
trudng Ecole
Polytechnique
de Montréal.

LT Nban
ND Curong

Dot Sir Tdy Dhic

Nhirng blrc
hinh dudi day
chup canh
ngay cat bang
khanh thanh
du an “Vissan”
V@i su cd mat
cua Tha
Tudng Tran
Thién Khiém,
ong bDai Su
buc, va cuu
thanh vién
“Dream Team”
la hai Téng
Trudng Hoang
bic Nha va
Nguyén Duc
Cudng.
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Viét Nam Stc San (Vissan)
H'inh do Trdn Qué ‘Bdo cung cdp
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e ey i s oo

LE Kfhidnk Thank Lo Sat Sink Tdn Tién
1974
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Lién quan téi nuGc Burc, trong nam 1969, téi cé tham dy mét chuong trinh huan luyén vé
ngan hang phat trién & Berlin, danh cho 12 quéc gia A Chau. Vao théi diém dé, thanh phd
West Berlin con dang bi cd 18p bdi birc tudng Ba Linh ndi tiéng thé gidi. T Paris tSi Berlin,
chiéc phi co clia chiing tdi phai bay trong mét hanh lang hep va bi Céng san kiém soat mét
cach nghiém khac. T6i con nhd, chiéc phi ca Caravelle ciia hdng Air France bat budc phai
bay qua khodng khdng phén dang cé thdi tiét xdu ch( khdng duge d6i dudng bay dé tranh
nguy hiém. Tegel Airport la phi trudng qudc té€ chanh cla Berlin dich vu cho West Berlin xua
kia. Thanh phd ndy ndm giira l8nh thé clia nudc cdng san Déng Dirc thdi db. Cube hdi thao
dudc t6 chirc tai Villa Borsig.

Villa Borsig, Berlin Tegel, 1969 Trung Tém Hoi Thao Qudc Té Berlin Tegel

Vao mot cudi tuan, téi t© mo mudn vi€ng tham mot nudc cdng san bang cach di qua
“Checkpoint Charlie”
do ngudi My kiém
| soat. Vi mang theo
sd thdng hanh cla
# chanh phu Mién
~ Nam, t6i lo sg sé
gap khd khan khi
quay trd lai khu vuc
Mién Tay cla thanh
ph6. Tdi can than
» dan nhitng ban
tham du khda hoi
. thao nhé théng bao
cho toa dai s cua

“B™W ho hay néu khdng
. | thay toi trd lai.

Checkpoint Charlie Berlin
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Ngay khi t6i vira dat chan vao khu vuc mién Bong thanh phd, mot ngudi Bong Bdc va mot
ngudi Nga dén noi chuyén vdi toi va thuyét phuc t6i dirng quay trd lai khu vuc mién Tay
nira. Ho biét t6i la mot ky su’ cd khi hoc tai MIT va dé nghi toi & lai lam viéc cho Bong Durc.
buacng nhién la tbi ti€p tuc cudc tham viéng va quan sat nhitng khac biét gilra khu vuc
ngheo nan mién Bong va khu vuc phon thinh mién Tay cua thanh phd Berlin. Toi khéng gap
trd ngai nao khi budc qua lai Checkpoint Charlie, trong long day h6i hdp va hirng thd. Ngoai
nhitng budi hdi thao ra, chanh pha Drc con t6 chirc cac cudc tham viéng dé tham du vién
hi€u thém vé ddi séng cu dan & khu vuc mién Tay Berlin nita.

H6 trg cia Anh Quédc

Chanh phu Anh mgi mot phai doan thudng gia va ky nghé gia Viét
Nam qua tham viéng nhirng ky nghé bén dat nudc ho - nhit la
nhifng nganh xay cat nha & ré tién cho ngudi ti nan chién tranh.

Toi hudng dan mot phai doan ky nghé gia qua quan sat bén Anh
trong vong 10 ngay. Ching téi dén Luan Bon vao ngay 8 thang
4, 1967. Thanh vién phai doan gém: ba Nguyen Thi Hai, Chu nhan va Giam déc Vién bao
ché& dugc phdm Nguyén Thi Hai; éng Truong Khéc Céan, Gidm dbc Cong ty dau va sa bong
Truong Van Bén; ong Nguyen Van Khai, Chi nhén va Giam D6c Nha May Dét Phuc-Tién;
dng Huynh Ngoc My, Téng Gidm D8&c, My-Tox Company (thudc sat trung); va éng H6 Tan
Phat, Tong Gidam D&c Cdng Ty Dién Luc Viét Nam. Cudc viéng thdm do Central Office of
Information td chrc.

)

Phai Boan sau Nguoi Viét
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Sudt thdi gian luu trd bén Anh, cac ki nghé gia cd dip viéng tham nhitng cd sé ky nghé va
td chirc cb lién hé téi nhitng hoat dong hay lanh vuc ho chd y téi tai Ludn Don cling nhu
cac tinh. Ho con ¢ co hoi gap gd nhitng ky nghé gia quan trong nguGi ban xur.

Culc viéng thdm clia phai doan Viét Nam dua tGi két qua la cong ty Anh qudc Gideon Richter
(G.R.) d& ky thda hiép ban mét s6 thudc can toa bac si va dugc phdm cho mdt s6 cdng ty
dugc phdm bén nha dang gid nhiéu triéu My kim trong ba ndm lién. Theo thoa udc céng ty
Gideon Richter (G.R.) thu6c nhédm Lepetit Group, sau nay dugc Dow Chemicals mua lai —
s& cung cdp hang thang s6 dudc pham tri gid 60.000 My kim trong ba ndm ké tiép.

Phat ngon vién cla Gideon Richter cho biét théa hiép dugc ky két sau gan mot nam thuang
lugng va dai dién cua cong ty ho da qua tham Sai Gon nhiéu lan.

Chung t6i rat cam kich vé cach thirc ti€p dén khach an can cua nguGi Anh. Nhitng chuyén
xe Ifra tir Luan Don vé cac tinh that thoai mai. Ngoai viéc di thdm mot s6 cac nha may dac
biét, ching to6i dugc ti€p dén nhu ngudi du khach tai hai thanh phé Liverpool va Manchester,
k& ludn ca tai trung tam Jodrell Bank Centre vé vat ly thién van cua dai hoc University of
Manchester. Ong Phat va tdi dugc hudng dan di thdm phong diéu khién mét nha may phat
dién nguyén tur. Sau dd, ching t6i con di viEng nha may phat dién cii tai Luan Bon da dugc
s(ra lai thanh mét trung tdm khéng 16 c6 tiém ban 1&, van phong, va nha “villa” sang trong.
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Phan B:
Viet Nam — Hoa Ky 1954-1975
r s

Y

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Nam 1952, t6i bat dau hoc ndm th nhit & Dai hoc Lafayette, Easton, Pennsylvania. Toi
phai vat 16n mot cach kha vat va vdi Anh van. T6i tim moi phudng cach gilp téi trau doi
Anh ng{r nhu nghe radio, TV, doc bao chi, tro chuyén véi ban mdi tai trudng hoc va ngi cu
trd, tham du ca I8p hoc Anh ngilr ban dém danh cho ngugi ngoai qudc!

Trong khi dang Ian hup vdi Anh van tai Lafayette nhu vay, toi nhan dugc tho tir New-York
International Institute of Education thdng bdo cho tdi biét Ia hoc béng cua tdi chi c6 mét
nam! T6i bi choang vang. Toi that vong tu hoi day la cach ma Hoa Ky gilp t6i hoc 18y bang
Ky Su Co khi sao? D&i vdi cha me tdi, tdi hoan toan khdng thé chdp nhan su’ mat mét khi
tré v& Sai Gon ma khdng ¢ bang Ky Su! Khéng mét ai tai Sai Gon hiéu ndi tinh trang bang
hoang cla tdi ltic by gid! Lam sao toi dU sirc dé vugt qua thach dd khic nghiét cua ddi toi
tai dat My?

VUra bi khiing hoang tinh than, cd don, bi dén vao gdc t8i cudc ddi, tdi da khdng cén than
can nhac mdt cach chin chdn nhitng hu qua tiém &n trong viéc xin hoc cac ndi khac, ngay
ca tai Moscow. T6i da gdi hd so xin hoc bdng dén Thuy Si, Dlc Qudc va Lién Bang SO-Viét
dé& néu My cat ngan viéc hoc hanh cla tdi, Moscow University c6 thé la noi gilip tdi hoan tat
bang Ky Su méc ké dang Iic co viéc tranh chdp mot mat mot con gitra khdi Tu Ban va Cong
San. TGi lién ti€p nhan dudc nhiéu tai liéu tuyén truyén cia Moscow. Sau dé vai thang, toi
lai nhan dudc sy gilp d3 cta mot nguGi ban My tén “John.” Anh ta cho bi€t mot 6ng ban
clia anh tén P. Berringer dang viét mdt quyén sach vé lich sir Viét Nam va dng can mét
ngudi lam viéc “ban thdi gian” (part time) dé€ gilp dng suu tap cac &n phadm nhu tap chi,
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bdo chi, tai liéu lién quan dén VN. DAy la co hdi t6t cho toi vira co tién dé tiép tuc viéc hoc
vlra cd cd hoi trau d6i thém Anh Ngir. Chung t6i két ban nhau ngay tur lic ay.

Na8m 1957, téi tir trudng MIT, Cambridge, xudng thanh ph New York dé€ nhén viéc Iam mdi,
ching t6i c6 nhirng lic di an trua véi nhau. Cé mot [an toi khoe véi “John” la tdi da co vé
Pan Am vé Sai Gon lam viéc dé gan gia dinh cha me, vg chdng “John” ¢ tao mdt bat ngd
I6n la ho thét dai toi tai mot nha hang sang trong dac biét vGi su' cé mat cua nhiéu nhan
vat ndi ti€ng ngdi chung quanh phong &n! T ngac nhién ndy dén ngac nhién khac va cudi
cling t6i md@i kham pha ra “John” la nhan vién CIA t&r nhiéu nam r6i! T6i nghi ra rang “John”
da theo ddi t6i tir IGc tdi nhan cac &n pham tuyén truyén tir Moscow! Viéc lam “part time”
clia toi la cach ho ki€ém sodt t6i! Sau khi t6t nghiép MIT, “John” con cd thuyét phuc t6i nén
gilp Viét Nam qua viéc hgp tac véi CIA. Bi choang vang vé dé nghi dot ngot nay, toi phan
Ung rat tiéu cuc.

C6 thé nao mét k¥ su’ vira tét nghiép MIT laj di hgp tac véi CIA d€ muu sinh, nht la 1am
gian diép tai nudc nha cho mot qudc gia khac? Pay la mot diéu toi khong bao giG nghi dén.
T6i da c6 gang hoc tép dé trg thanh chuyén vién ky thuét giéi phung su’ dat nudc téi chd
khong lam mot gian diép gioi lam hai nudc t6i. Con dau la niém hanh dién cda cha me toi
va dau la truyén thong tot dep cua gia dinh t6i vé luan ly va dao dic?

Dudi mét t6i, tham gia vao cac hoat dong ctia CIA la nhing tay vao bao luc nhu am sat,
dao chanh, hay hoat ddng m& am nhu tinh bao, tat ca déu la hoan toan xa la doi vdi toi!
“John” tim cach chinh phuc t6i bang nhifng giai thich tich cuc, Igi ich, ndi chung la CIA sé
gilp tdi clru nudc tdi. CIA da va dang gilp 6n dinh nén kinh t& VN Ilc chién tranh qua viéc
trdnh nan lam phat, cung cp day du nhu yéu phdm, ndng cao miic séng toan dan. Lan dau
tién trong ddi toi dugc biét kha day du cac yéu t6 vé chudgng muc tdi mat véi mat ma dac
biét tai ngan hang Thuy Si. S6 thu lao dé nghi cling to tat. “John” két luan la hgp tac véi
CIA ciing la mot cach thirc khac gilp nudc chd khdng cd chi la phan qubc. Mot phan nao,
“John” cling co ly.

Tuy nhién, t6i da khdng dinh ngay tir dau la téi ¢ ly tudng clia riéng téi d&€ phung su’ nudc
t6i, cd gido duc theo truyén thong Pong phuang la khong lam chuyén gi gian doi, m& am,
vi vdy khdng khi nao t6i chdp nhén lam viéc cho CIA. Mdc du vay, vi td mod va cd thé dé tu
trén an, toi da hoi “John” Ia chuyén gi s& xay dén cho t6i néu chdng may Cong San chiém
Sai Gon? To6i sé dudc doi x(r ra sao? “John” cho biét la anh can hoi lai cap trén trudc khi tra
Ii cau hoi mang tinh cach chinh sach. Toi rat thoai mai khi dat cau hoi trén. Tai mot bira
com tGi déc biét khac, “John” ndi rang t6i sé la mot trong nhitng ngudi nam trong danh
sach uu tién clia cong dan Hoa Ky néu Sai Gon bi roi vao tay Cong San Ha Noi.

Nghi ra, khdng cé bira an trua nao la khong tra tién [“there is no free lunch”] nhu mét cau
ndi. Khi nudc My d6 hang ti my kim, hang trdm ngan quén linh vao mién Nam, nugc My
khong phai gilp Viét Nam ma trudc tién gilp cho quyén Igi cia My. MGi tuong quan gilra
chinh quyén Mién Nam va Hoa Ky tat nhién khdng phai la th( tuang quan binh dang. Hoa
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ky can biét nhitng gi Viét Nam Cong Hoa lam va can lam nhirng gi Hoa ky doi hoi theo sach
luge cia ho, mot cach cong khai va bi mat.

K& tir ndm 1965, khi vién trg My gia tdng va khi quan déi Hoa ky tham chién truc tiép, CIA
da cung cdp nhitng bdo cdo hang tuan, hang thang, khdng k& nhirng bdo cdo ddc biét cho
tirng bién ¢6 cho ca quan 13nh dao lién hé tai Hoa Ky. TUr ndm 1972, khi Téng Thdng Richard
Nixon ban hanh phap linh (Executive Order) s6 11652, cac tai liéu mat lan lugt dugc giai
mat va trd thanh tai li€u cong cong, nhiéu chuyén «thadm cung bi sir» dugc tiét 10.

Trong s6 cac tai

VIETHAM WAR RESEARCH COLLECTIONS litu dugc giai
mat, toi vO cung
THE ngac nhién khi

dudgc doc phlc

JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION trinh ngay

13/7/1967  cua

AND PACIFICATION e e
IN VIETNAM phu Viét Nam

Cong Hoa mdi toi

THe RoserRT KoMErR-WiLLIAM LEONHART FiLeS, lam BO Trudng
19661968 Thuong Mai thay

thé duong kim Bo
Trudng  Nguyén
. L Kién Thién An vi
:’ - | dakhéng ting pho
| e T Kip thdii véi nhitng
FY thay déi luc do.

Sau day la tai liéu
gidi mat tor khoi
tai lieu “Vietnam
War Research
Collections” cua

“University
Publications of
America.”

Weekly CIA
report from

R S — DTSR \ | Saigon to the
UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS GF AMERICA WHITE HOUSE
March 13, 1967
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Chapges in Ministry of Economy

10. US Embassy officials have been told th
Governor Hanh of the National Bank of Vietnam (E;VN)
has agreéd to head a euper Ministry of Economy and
Finance, which will supervigse the miniatries of

I11-4

W 1.3()(4)"
% 1.3(e)4)

finance, commerce, labor, industr d -
tions and trapsportation. Naph v{ilaiepggggugiﬁ:ng
Thai Ton, who has held the position mince 27 Japuary
and is pow reported seriocusly 11l. At the same time
Luu Van Tinh will replace Tran Vap Eien as minister "
of finance while retaining his present poeition of
director of the budget, and Ehuong Buu Dieu will be-
cone minigter of commerce replacing Nguyen Kien
Thier An. Kien has been an ineffective mipister who
has not made much progress in the important fields
of taxation and cuetoms. Tipnh, his replacement,

bas had wide experience in economic and financial
affairs and reportedly is competent and hardwork-
ing. Although Thien Ap was only recently put into
the commerce position at Hanh'sg requést, he is lack-
ing in the stature and experience needed for this
difficult office. His successor is presently chief
of the GVN Industrial Development Center.

Thay d6i tai B Kinh T&

Ngay thuc hién: 3/13/1967
Ngay giai mat: 9/3/1993

Loai phuc trinh: Hang Tuan

Mlrc do : Mat

“.. Hanh sé thay thé Truong Thai Tén, di va dang la Téng Trudng Kinh Té tu’ ngay
27/01/1967 va dang bi binh nang. Cung luc do Luu Van Tinh (Giam DAc Ngén Sach) sé€ thay
thé Trén Van Kién dang la Téng Trudng Tai Chanh va Khuong Hitu Diéu sé la BS Trudng
Thuong Mai thay thé Nguyén Kidn Thién An. Kién 13 nguoi khdng du khd ndng, 1am tri tré
moi Idnh vuc quan trong vé thué khoa va quan thué. Tinh, nguoi thay thé, co rét nhiéu kinh
nghiém trong lanh vuc kinh t€'va cac nghiép vu tai chanh, duoc phuc trinh la nguoi siéng
ndng. Tuy Thién An duoc Hanh dé cur véo vi tri B6 Trudng nhung An khdng du khd néng va
kinh nghiém c3n thiét dé gidi quyét cdc vén dé phuc tap. Piéu dang la Giam Déc Trung Tém
Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé Viét Nam »
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Poc tai liéu gidi mat nay, tdi nhé lai chuyén ngac nhién cla tdi vao thdi diém 1967, khi anh
Nguyén Hitu Hanh, Téng Trudng Kinh T& Tai Chanh, dién thoai mdi toi dén van phong cla
anh dé thuyét phuc tdi nhan chlrc vu Bd Trudng Thucng Mai trong Téng bd Kinh T&-Tai
Chanh cua anh. Téi khong quen biét nhiéu véi anh Hanh, it cé dip ti€p xuc vdi anh trudc
dd. Théng thudng khi lam viéc chung v&i nhau, nhitt 1a & cap lanh dao cac van dé trong dai
cta qudc gia, su tin tudng va dong thuan quan diém la diéu kién can thiét. Bgi I& &y, toi
vién dan ly do c& nhan dé€ khdng nhan chdrc vu ma anh Hanh giao phd. Tuy t6i c6 khong
lam phét long anh dé€ anh khong gdy khé dé cho vai tro cua toi ltic d6 la Gidm Bbc Trung
Tam Khuéch Truong Ky Nghé, t6i van khdng yén tdm vi su tir chdi cla tdi co thé tao cho
anh Hanh ac cam khi t6i dang nam trong vong dai quyén luc cta anh. Mdc dau ai ngai nhu
vay, toi cling tu' nhu la v8i kha nang lam viéc va su tin nhiém thugng mén cla cac dong
nghiép, han nira t6i la Cha Tich HOi Dong Quan Tri Hoi Viét My, cd quan quy tu da so nhifng
can bd cao cap va trung cap ngudi Viét va nguGi MY, tat ca nhitng yéu t6 dy la mét thd bao
dam cho su an toan cua toi.

GiG day, khi doc phuc trinh mat cua CIA dudc giai mat, to6i mdi dugc biét la khi anh Hanh
dé nghi t6i gilr chdc vu BO Trudng Thuadng Mai, khong phai vi anh tin nhiém t6i ma anh chi
lam cdng viéc thi hanh chi thi ciia CIA. Va néu anh Hanh khong tru dap t6i cling khong phai
vi anh thugng mén t6i ma chinh vi nguGi My biét toi va tin nhiém toi.

Vé diém ndy, vdi tat ca khiém tdn, tdi cling xin dudc néi qua méi tuwong quan gilra tdi véi
thé gidi nghé nghiép.

T6i la ngudi sinh vién dau tién Mién Nam nhén dugc hoc béng Fulbright, t8t nghiép tir
truGng dai hoc MIT hang dau clia nudc My va lam viéc cho mot trong nhitng cong ty ky
nghé I8n nh(t cda nudc My. Néu van hoa Phap Viét da un duc cho t6i nén tang cua luan ly
Dong Phugng, tinh than ai qudc va tinh tu dan toc thi nén van héa Hoa Ky da tao cho toi
mot kha nang ky thuat va Ianh dao. Toi da stif dung nhirng ban chat cao quy cla ba nén
van hda ndy trong ddi sinh vién cla toi tai Viét Nam va tai My roi khi da thanh nhan, t6i ap
dung nhi*ng nguyén tdc dao dlrc va hanh xUr cia ngudi Viét va ngudi My trong cac sinh hoat
nghé nghiép va xtr thé. O béat c dia vi nao, tdi cd gang gilr su tu trong va ton trong ké
khéc, khdng tham lam va chay theo quyén luc dé lam nhitng diéu trai phép, phi phap.

Subt 17 ndm lam viéc cuc luc & Viét Nam, t6i va vg toi chi tao dugc mot mai nha khang
trang va khi cdng san vao chiém Sai Gon, ching t6i ra di dén trai ti nan Pendleton vé&i 150
my kim trong tudi. Trong khi lam viéc, t6i ¢ cd may gdp dugc nhiéu ban trong nhiéu lanh
vuc, nhiéu giai tang xa hoi, nhiéu quoc tich va sau bao nhiéu giéng bao, néu t6i con dirng
day dudc chinh la nhd su’ thudng mén cla ban bé, an nhan, cé 1€ phan nao cling nhd cai
qua cula cai hot da gieo.

Qua nhitng trang gidy nay, t6i cé dip nhdc dén cac &n nhan &y nhung chdc chan chi mét
phan nho trong s6 cac ngudi ma t6i da gap trong cudc dGi day day thang trém cuda toi. Toi
muoln dac biét ghi lai day mot tam long quy gid trong muén mot da gilp toi khi t6i hoan
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nan lic dén dat My vdi hai ban tay trdng. Blc the day an tinh cla cuu dai s&r My tai Viét
Nam, 6ng Ellsworth Bunker, mét trong nhirng vi dai st dugc kinh né va cd long véi dat nudc
Viét Nam d3 viét ngay 13 thang 1, 1976 d€ gidi thiéu tdi vSi dng Edgar Kaiser, Cha Tich
Cong Ty Kaiser Industries Corporation la mot mon qua vO gia cho t6i va Marie, vg toi, khi
ching t6i Iéu béu khong co viéc lam.

T6i xin dang lai blrc tha, tuy c6 ban chét riéng tu’ nhung dé ndi 1én mot diéu 1a vé chinh tri,
néu nudc My co bo rai Viét Nam Cong Hoa, nhung vé tinh ngudi, dan My da khong ngoanh
mat v&i dan Viét Nam khi ca tri€éu ngudi ti nan, nguGi HO dugc ngudi My dang tay don rudc
va clru gitp. Khdng nén boi den tat ca, vo dla ca nam.

DCPARTMEMNT OF STATE : ]
; AMBASSADDR AT LARGE
B ' WASHING TOM

January 13, 1976

Docar Edgar:

I am giving thi= letter of introducticn to a
very good Viotnamase friond, Mr. Xhuong Hun Dieu, who
is presently residing in San Francisco, He cscapcd
from Saigon with only one handbag and as a conseguance
has lst all of his possessions. Mr. Dieu is ona of
the younger generation of Victnamese with whom I
worked in Vietnam and whom I came to Xnow well. A
graduatc of Lafayecbte College in Mechanical Engineering,
with a Masters Dcgree in Engineering from MIT, and
with further training in Advanced HManagement and
Developmant Banking, Mr. Dicu ontoerxed on a very active
and promising career in Vietnam.  You will note from
his curriculum vitac the breadth of his experience.

: I can recom=end Mr. Dieu without reservation.
He is intelligent, energctic, a porson of moral

3 intaegrity, and absolutaly celiable. Should there be
any opening for him in your organization I am certain
that he will acguit himself well.

.With best regords,
Sincerely,
i rren
Ellsworth Bunker
Enclosure:
Curriculum Vitae on
Mxr. Khuong iluu Dicu
Mr. Edgar F. Kaiscr
Chairman of the Board
Xaiser Industries Corporation
) 300 Lakeside Drive
. ? Oakland, California 94604

L3 tho cua Pai sur’ Bunker, ngay 13 thang Giéng, 1976
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BO NGOAI GIAO _
PAI SU PAC NHIEM
WASHINGTON

Ngay 13 thang Giéng, 1976
Edgar than mén:

Toi dua la thu gidi thleu nay ti 6ng Khuong Hitu Di€u, mot ngudi ban Viét Nam t6t dang
sdng & San Francisco. Ong da thoat khoi Sai Gon chi mang theo mot tui xach tay va da mat
hét tai san ctia minh. Ong Dleu la mot trong nhirng ngudi Viét thudc thé hé tré lam viéc véi
t6i va ti quen biét nhiéu. Ong db ra trudng & Lafayette CoIIege vé Mechanical Engineering
va ¢ bang Master vé Engineering tir MIT. Ong con tu nghiép vé Quan Tri Cap Cao/Advanced
Management va Ngan Hang Phat Trién/ Development Banking. Ong Diéu cling dang trén da
thang ti€n trong su nghiép day hra hen & Viét Nam. Sc yéu ly lich ctiia 6ng Piéu sé& cho dng
thay chiéu rong kinh nghiém chuyén mon cla ong ta.

Toi khong cdm thay chit do du nao khi gidi thiéu 6ng Bidu. Ong 1a ngudi thdng minh, néng
ddng, chinh truc va hoan toan dang tin cy. Néu td chirc ctia dng cd viéc Iam cho 6ng Diéu,
tdi tin chdc 6ng Piéu sé& chirng té 6ng 1a mot cdng tac vién tét.

Than ai,
Ellsworth Bunker

Pinh kem:
So yéu ly lich ciia éng Khuong Hitu Piéu

Mr. Edgar F. Kaiser

Chu tich HGi dong Quan tri
Kaiser Industries Corporation
300 Lakeside Drive

Oakland, California 94604

HOI VIET MY, USAID, TOA PAI SU MY

Trong thdi gian 1960-1975, t6i lam viéc véi Hoi Viét-My (Vietnamese American Association),
USAID, va Toa Dai St My dugc xem la luc t6i dugc dong gop nhiéu nhit cho qué huang xur
sG cla t6i. O tudi 86, toi d& sGng 37 ndm tai qué nha va 49 ndm & bén My. Vi la cdng dan
cla ca Viét Nam lan Hoa Ky nén toi co6 dugc hai cach nhin khac nhau vé lién hé cia minh
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vGi My, tuy lic ti chon dirng & cuang vi nao. Vi ly do dé, tdi mong ngudi doc sé hiéu dugc
tai sao toi cd thé cd nhitng quan diém ddi khi trdi ngudc hodc khac hdn nhau.

- Hoi Viét My (VAA)

Muc dich cta hdi ndy 1a dé cd vd viéc trau dbi vén hda giira Viét Nam va Hoa Ky. T6i rat
han hanh lam Chu tich HGi Viét My (VAA). Hoat dong dugc ung ho va ua thich nhit cia hoi
la chuong trinh day ti€ng Anh cho cdng chlng va céng chirc. Hoi Viét My ndi tiéng 13 trudng
day ti€éng Anh gioi va I6n nhit & Sai Gon. Hang chuc ngan ngu@i da ghi danh hoc ti€ng Anh
ndi day. Hoi cling cd chuang trinh gidi thiéu cho hoc sinh ngudi Viét hiéu bi€t vé cac dai
hoc bén Hoa Ky va cd ca mét thu' vién chuyén vé dé tai ndy. Co nhirng tuén Ié dugc té chirc
nham chd dich dé va van phong chinh dugc trang hoang véi nhitng ¢& cla céc trudng dai
hoc, mdi cac dién gia ngugi Viét cling nhu Hoa Ky ndi chuyén vé ddi song sinh vién bén
MY...

ARIZONA STATE
UNIVERSITY.

Nhiéu budi hdi hop vé van hda qudc t& dugc to chirc véi ca cudc biéu dién nghé thuat danh
tréng Nhat Taiko ndi ti€ng thé gidi. Nhirng I16p hoc day Tai Chi, Yoga, va nhac cu cd truyén
Viét Nam cling dugc nhiéu ngugdi ua thich ghi danh hoc. Cac cubc trién 13m tranh hoi hoa,
hinh chup cta ca nghé si Viét lan My thu hdt dugc nhiéu ngudi tham du.

- USAID va Toa Pai Sur Hoa Ky

United States Agency for International Development (USAID) la cd quan thudc chanh phu
lién bang Hoa Ky cung cap nguén tai trg d6i dao nhit cho muc dich dan sy tai Viét Nam.
SO tién vién trg lén tGi khoang 800 triéu My kim (theo gia My kim nam 1960) moi nam.
USAID va B0 Kinh Té Viét Nam cung nhau quan tri quy vién trg nay. Trong nam 1966, mdc
d6 chién tranh gia tang va nén kinh té cta Mién Nam bj de doa bdi nan lam phat phi ma.
Trong béi canh dy, “Chanh Pha Thai Chién” cia 6ng Nguyen Cao Ky b& nhiém 6ngAAu
Trudng Thanh vao chic vu Téng Uy Vién Kinh T€ va Tai Chanh vao thang hai, 1966. Ong
Thanh la m6t trong nhitng kinh t€ gia 16i lac nht trong nudc da dau bang tién si kinh t€ &
Université de Paris. TruGc d6, 6ng da chiing minh tai nang cia minh khi tham gia ni cac
cta 6ng Nguyeén Ngoc Thd ndm 1963 va sau doé cta 6ng Nguyén Khanh ndm 1964. Ong
Thanh d3 chon tdi 1am phu té cho Ong dé l1am viéc véi d6i tac ngudi My.
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Ong Au Trudng Thanh

Theo cu6c nghién clfu chung cia Quy Tién Té Qubc TE IMF
(International Monetary Fund) va B6 Kinh T€ Viét Nam, mot trong
nhiftng viéc can thuc hién cap bach va khd khan nhit la phai pha gia
ddng bac Viét Nam dua héi xuét tir 35 1én 80 Dbng Viét Nam ddi 1&y
mot My kim. Viéc pha gia dong tién luén kéo theo yéu td bat trac dua
tdi nhitng hau qua khong ludng trudc dugc. Khd ma thuc hién dugc
moOt culc pha gia suon sé, gon ghé va theo nhu du tinh. Nguy cd la nd
sé€ gay ra hién tugng lam phat phi ma néu nén kinh té phai dung dau
v3i ngudn cung bi gidi han trong thgi chién. Nhiém vu chuyén moén va
phtrc tap mang bi danh “Cuéc Hanh Quan Hoa Lan” nay dugc uy thac hoan toan cho ong
Au Trudng Thanh. Diéu kho khan nhit la lam sao kiém dudc sb thoi vang tri gia 50 triéu
MY kim t&r Thuy Si dé€ chuyén vao Ngan Hang Quéc Gia & Sai Gon. Chiing tdi biét rd tong s6
tién t& ludn chuyén trong nudc va tin tudng cé thé 8n dinh dudc gia tri ddng tién néu cd du
vang dé€ ban ra khi can tranh cho dan chldng mé&t niém tin naoi tri gid dong tién Viét Nam.

Tha tudng chanh phd ky nghi dinh tdng hoi suat 1én 80 dong dan mét My kim vao dldng nura
dém Chu Nhat ngay 17 thang 6, 1966. Tat ca cac ngan hang dong clra vao ldc d6. Qua ngay
th(r Hai, 18 thang 6, 1966 cac cd quan chanh pha nghi Ié Ngay Quan Luc. Nhiéu céng van
can thiét dudc lam xong d€ trg cdp cho cac sinh vién du hoc tai x ngoai cling nhu' tdng
luong cho quén ddi va cdng chirc tir 20% t3i 30%. Nhitng dia diém ban vang cling dugc
m& ra d€ ban cho céng chiing vdi gid chanh thirc.

Nhirng thoi vang dudc trung bay trén ban ctia phong hop bao
BO Kinh Té trong ngay tuyén b pha gia dong tién (20 thang
6, 1996). Dan chiing cd thé mua vang tu do.

Thoat tién gid vang tang vot nhung rdi tut xuéng va 6n dinh

ba tuan sau do. Ba thang sau, nén kinh té trg lai tinh trang
binh thudng nhd quan ching tin tudng dong tién dugc bao
dam bang vang dugc ton trir trong kho ngan khd. Ching toi

Igi dung ba ngay nghi cudi tudn dé sira xoan xong nhiing gidy t& can thiét cho viéc pha gia
dong tién. D& bao mét tuyét ddi, tat cac clra ra vao cla Bd Kinh T& déu bi khda lai khéng
cho nhan vién phu trach di ra bén ngoai cho tdi khi cong s& lam viéc tré lai.

Céc ¢6 géng 6n dinh kinh t& nhdm ki€ém soat mirc gia tdng gid thuc phdm va su thi€u hut
hang hoa trong khi mic do giao tranh cang ngay cang tré nén khdc liét hon. Mot trong
nhirng nhiém vu cda toi la lam sao gilr cho chugng trinh nhap cang hang héa tir Hoa Ky
dudc dién tién binh thudng va hitu hiéu ngd hau tranh su phi pham va thiéu hut. Toi cling
o trach nhiém diéu hanh chuong trinh nhap cang hang héa dung khoan ngoai té nudc nha
ki€ém dugc nhd xudt cang ra bén ngoai. Ching toi lubn phai déi dau véi nan dau ca tich trlt
va tranh tham nhiing trong khi quan ly mdt ngan khoan khéng 16 cla chanh pha. Néi dé
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nhung khong dé 1am. Tai sao? Ngudi chdng cé thé liém khiét nhung biét dau ba vd lai cé
thé ham tién, vang bac, cdm thach, hdt xoan thi biét sao day? Toi tin rang hinh thic tham
nhiing nhu thé da ton tai tai cac qudc gia tan tién cling nhu kém m& mang trong nhiéu thé
ky roi.

Cam ta Thugng D€, sau 11 nam lam viéc gan tién-bac toi da sdng sét ma khong bi tai ti€ng
gi vé van dé tham nhiing. Con vé phan ba vg t6i thi sao? Marie da kéu t6i tai phong lam
viéc nhiéu [an dé cho biét 1a vira mdi tir chSi nhirng mén qua dip “Tét Trung Thu” do ngudi
ta dem lai nha vdi “Banh Trung Thu”, cac loai rudu dat tién nhu Cognac, Scotch bay & phia
trén con tién, vang bac, cam thach ném phia dudi. Trong mua Té&t Am Lich té nan ting qua
do lai tai dién. Bdi vi ching t6i khdng cd con, mot vai ngudi ndi vdi ching toi rang néu
chiing t6i nhdn mén qua cdm thach quy ctia ho ching tdi s& cd con trai! Khdng cd viéc nguy
bién & day. Cam ta Thugng D€ da gilp chlng toi gilr dugc thanh danh trong viéc nay.

Trong thap nién lam viéc véi USAID toi gap phai mot “dung cham” nho. S6 la “Nhom cong
tac vién ly tudng/Dream team” cia td6i gom nhiéu ngudGi xuat than tir nhirng dai hoc danh
ti€ng cua Hoa Ky. Ca quan USAID cd chi dinh mot s6 ki su’ cong chic Hoa Ky ¢6 van cho
nhém cua tbi. Van dé la nhirng ky su’ do lanh ludng gap mudi [an nhan vién cua téi nhung
vé kha nang chuyén mon lai thua kém. T6i goi nhitng ky su’ dé la “ga dong lanh”, ti€éng I(’)ng
& Sai Gon thai do dé€ chi nhitng nhan vién kém kha ndng. Bdo Anh ngil Saigon Post do 6ng
Bui Dlem lam chu, sau d6é dugc bé nhiém dai s & Washlngton da dang tit I6n ndm cot nhu
sau: “Ong Diéu ndi réing cac k¥ su ctia USAID lam viéc véi Ong la ‘ga dong lanh.” May thay,
phan ('ng lai rét tich cuc. Toi dugc dua qua My d€ phdng van nhitng cdng tac vién tuong
lai cia toi do USAID tra lugng. Toi chon dugc 6ng Braxton, ngudi cd van vira gidi vira lam
viéc rat hitu hiéu. Ong dau bang clr nhan todn & Phap va béng kinh t& & MIT. Ong 13 ngudi
cO van tot nhit cua toi cho tdi ngay cudi ¢ Sai Gon. Chlng toi co gdp lai nhau sau néam 1975
& ti€u bang Connecticut va California.

NudGc nha ti€p tuc ap dung mo hinh kinh té thi truéng tu’ do va mai lién hé véi Tay Phuong.
MUrc san xudt dién nang gia tang 14 [an tir ndm 1954 tGi ndm 1973 trong khi san lugng cong
nghiép ghi m{c tang trudng trung binh la 6.9% moi nam. Trong cung khoang thdi gian do,
san lugng vé gao tang thém 203% con sob sinh vién dai hoc nhay vot tir con s6 2.000 Ién
t&i 90.000.

USAID giup VINAFED (Vietnam Foundation for Education Development) Trung
74m Phat Trién Gido Duc

N&m 1972, USAID hd trg cho BO Gido Duc Viét Nam Cong Hoa trong k& hoach kéu goi cac
“Foundations” Hoa Ky gilip d& tai chanh dé VINAFED c6 phudng tién phét trién nganh gido
duc Viét Nam. Vdi tu cdch cd van ky thuét, tdi han hanh thap tung dng Ngé Khac Tinh, Téng
Trudng Gido Duc véi sy’ cOng tac dac luc cliia 6ng Charles E Rothwell, nguyén Cha Tich cla
Mills College, ngudi da gop cong sang lap Lién Hiép Qudc nam 1945 tai San Francisco. Nhd
uy tin cua ong Rothwell, Viét Nam dugc Ford Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation, Lilly
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Foundation ... ing ho tich cuc. B6 Gido
Duc c6 y dinh thanh Iap mo6t Vietnam
Institute of Technology theo m6 hinh cla
Pai Han da dat dugc nhiéu thanh cong.

Toa Dai SUr Viét Nam tai Washington DC
6 td chirc mdt cudc hop bao dé 6ng Téng
Trudng Ngb Khac Tinh trinh bay két qua
tot dep cla chuyén cong tac xin vién trg
nay.

Hop bao tai Washington D C
Trai sang phai: Trdan Kim Phuong (Pai Sur),
Tng Trudng Ngé Khéc Tinh, Khuong Hitu Diéu

Hop Thudng Pinh Giira Tong Théng Thiéu va Johnson tai Manila, Honolulu, va
Guam (1966-67)

T6i cdm thdy may man va hanh dién dudc chon
di cung phédi doan cua Tdng théng va chanh
phd, tham du’ ca ba budi hop thugng dinh gitra
Téng Thdng Thiéu va Johnson tai Manila,
Honolulu, va Guam. T6i da rat tia dugc nhirng
diéu sau tir cac budi hop:

\
Cudc Hop tai Honolulu vé Chién Tranh j |
Viét Nam, ngay 5-7 thang 2, 1966 ! ;

T6éng Théng Johnson & Téng Théng Thiéu

’

Téng Théng Johnson tai xac nhan quyét tdm
cla nudc 6ng “bao vé Mién Nam Viét Nam.”
Tong Thong Thiéu dap lai “6ng khéng cd ngan ngai gi vé IGi cam két cia Hoa Ky.”

Tudng CG, Téng Théng Thiéu, Hai Téng Théng Thiéu, Johnson
Thu Tudng Ky va Téng Théng Johnson
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Phong Hop Viét-My tai Honolulu

O Honolulu, Viét Nam Cong Hoa vai Hoa Ky, Uc Chau, Tan Tay Lan, Dai Han, va cac dong
minh khac ddng y cung nhau tim moi cach dé danh bai quan xam |&ng, tinh trang nghéo
doéi, xdy dung mot xa hdi dan cha bén virng va tim ki€m hoa binh. Qudc gia Viét Nam dang
trén dudng tién t6i mot thé ché hop hién va dan chd. Tudng Westmoreland cdng tac véi
Chanh phi Mién Nam dé ddy manh céac hoat déng gido duc, san xuét, va y t&. Cac cong tac
clia chanh phu sé cling lic tién trién trén hai mat quan su’ va kinh té.

‘ e v .
T6ng Théng Thiéu va Tudng Co Dean Rusk va Téng Théng Johnson

Long trung thanh va sy Gng hd cla néng dan ddi vai chanh pha la t6i can thiét. Trong thai
chi€n, dat dugc diéu do khong phai la de. Tuy nhién can deo dubi cho dugc diéu nay vi nd
cling quan trong khéng kém nhirng no luc quan su’ ndi chién trudng. Chiing ta can cd gang
thém nifa trong chuong trinh “binh dinh” néng thén va mét nhém chuyén gia My vé canh
ndng va y t€ sdp Ién dudng qua Viét Nam. Cubc chién bang sing dan dang dién tién clng
lic vGi mot chinh sach cai cach dién dia nhiét tinh. O Honolulu, T6ng Théng Johnson dua
ra quyét dinh ho trg mét cudc cach mang xa hoi. Nhitng tir nglr va y tuéng dugc dung trong
thdi diém dé phan anh rd rét ddu 8n cia Tudng Landsdale, mot luwa chon khac cho ch
nghia cong san ¢ Mién Nam.
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Phé Tdng Théng Humphrey thap tlng gidi Ianh dao cao cdp ciia Mién Nam bay vé Sai Gon
dé day manh nhirng chuang trinh chéng déi, bénh tat, va mu chi tai mét qué hucng dang
bi chién tranh tan pha. Viéc lam nay co chu dich phd nhan nhirng 1Gi chi trich cho rdng ngudi
ta dd qua chu trong tdi giai phap quan su’ ma xao 1ang viéc dan van dé thu phuc nhan tdm
cla ngudi dan.

2. Hoi Nghi tai Manila, Thang Muoi 1966

l

Lanh tu Thé Gidi tai Hoi Nghi Manila, Thang Muoi 1966.
Tu trai qua phai: Thu Tuong Harold Holt (1 Uc Chéu), Téng Théng Park Chung Hee (Pai Han), Téng
Théng Ferdinand Marcos (Phi Lugt Tén), Thu Tudng Keith Holyoake (Tén Tdy Lan), Trung Tudng
Nguyén Van Thiéu (Viét Nam Cong Hoa), Thu Tubng Thanom Kittikachorn (Thdi Lan), Téng Théng
Lyndon B. Johnson (Hoa Ky).

Cudc hop thugng dinh tai Manila ngay 24 va 25 thang 10, 1966 nham ban luan vé chién
tranh Viét Nam va nhirng muc dich rong I6n han cho A Chau va vung Thai Binh Dugng. Muc
dich Ia d€ bao vé tu do cho toan vung.

1. Tranh bi xam lang.

2. Loai bd nan doi, mu chit, va bénh tat.

3. Thiét lap mot vung an ninh, trat ty va tién bo.
4. Dat dugc hoa hgp va hoa binh cho toan coi A
Chau va Thai Binh Duadng.

#=°m

T6ng Thdng Johnson va cac lanh tu déng minh
hira hen sé rat quan doi cia minh ra khoi Mién
Nam Viét Nam trong vong sau thang néu Bac Viét
rut binh linh ctia ho vé mién Bdc va cham dut
xam nhap vao Mién Nam. Trong chuyén di Dong

Téng Théng Johnson va Tudng
Nam A nay, Tng Théng Johnson bat ngd viéng Westmoreland tai Vinh Cam Ranh, 1966
tham chién binh My déng & Vinh Cam Ranh. o
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3. Cuéc Hop Cap Cao vé chién lugc 0 Guam ngay 21 thang 3, 1967

Téng Théng Nguyén Vén Thiéu va
Tong Thdng Lyndon B Johnson
trong [€ nghi chao mung tai Dean Rusk, Johnson va
Phi Truong Qudéc Té ¢ Guam McNamara

8
e

Tu tréi qua phai: Dean Rusk, Johnson va Mc Namara.
Hinh chup budr hop: Téng Thong Thiéu ngoi bén trai (nhin tu’ phia lung)

Cudc hop tai Guam dem lai nhiéu y kién xay dung va mdi mé nhung khong dua ra mot
quyét dinh quan trong nao. Bac Viét tuyén bd néu chanh phi My mudn c6 hoa dam thi trudc
tién ho phai cham dit vo diéu kién viéc tha bom va cac hanh dong khiéu khich khac.
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Mién Nam gay bat ngd thu vi & cudc hop tai Guam khi dé nghi thong qua moét hién phap
mdai bao dam cho mot chanh phd dan su lanh dao dat nudc dang bi chién tranh. Mién Nam
can dugc bao dam viéc thay thé Pai S Lodge bang Pai S Bunker sé khéng dem lai mot
su’ ndi 1dng nao trong nhitng doi hoi trong cudc dam phan vdi Bac Viét va Mat Tran Giai
Phéng Mién Nam. Dai S Ellsworth Bunker 1& mot ngudi tai ba day din kinh nghiém. Ong
da gay an tugng t6t véi ngudi Viét Nam.

Trong su quan hé cla t6i v8i Toa Pai S Hoa Ky, toi gilr dugc moi giao hao tot dep vdi Dai
SU Ellsworth Bunker (ngay 5 thang Tu, 1967 — ngay 11 thang Nam, 1973) va 6ng Phé Dai
S Samuel D. Berger (thang Ba 1968—-thang Ba 1972).

Pai Sur Ellsworth Bunker Pho Dai s’ Samuel D. Berger va
Pai Tubng Creighton Abrams, Téng Tu’ Lénh Quén My tai VIV

Théng thudng chi mét dai s& dugc bé nhiém tai mdt quéc gia ban ma théi. Trudng hap déc
biét ctia VN vi tinh trang chi€n tranh doi hdi nhiéu viéc phai lam nén can cd thém mot phd
dai s(r. Vi toi cd cc duyén gap 6ng Phd Dai S Berger tai Hoi Hoa Canh VN & Sai Gon do toi

: thanh Iap va sau do ching toi trd nén
® than thiét. V&i dai sir Bunker, toi gap
ong lan dau tién nhan dip phai doan
nam thugng nghi si My viéng tham
Viét Nam nam 1967. Dai S Bunker
nhg t6i dua phai doan di tham cdng
viéc phat trién tdi da thuc hién trong
Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa. Toi khéng
nhd dugc tén cua tat ca moi ngudi
' trong phai doan vi hon nlra thé ky da
trGi qua roi. Tuy vay, téi nhd dugc ba
tén rat dac biét. Trudc tién, t6i nhd
thugng nghi si Tower clia Texas bdi

o 5 Vi ti€u bang nay rat I&n ngugc lai dng
1. Thuong Nahi ST John Tower é T/_n/f?ng Ngh_/:s‘/~ ta lai nho thap (xin xem hinh).
i Texos aniel Inouye cua
Hawaii

381



béng gap Tay

K& tiép 1a thugng ghi si Inouye ctia Hawaii. Ong bi mat mét canh tay
trong Thé Chién Th(r Hai va la mét trong nhitng dai Uy dugc phong
tang nhiéu huy chugng nhit cta Luc Quan Hoa Ky va la nguGi My goc
Nhat dau tién phuc vu tai Quéc Hoi My. Cudbi cung la Thugng Nghi Si
Birch Bayh cua Indiana. T6i nhd rat rd 6ng ta vi ki€n thu'c rong rai cua
ong vé nganh nudi heo. Ong ra trudng tu Purdue University Phan Khoa
Canh Nong. Vi ly do an toan, chuing t6i dap hai may bay truc thang trén
ndc tda dai s My & Sai Gon dé di Bién Hoa.

3. Thuong Nghi Si
Birch Bayh cua
Indiana

Toi ngbi cung nam thugng
nghi si trén chiéc truc thang
thr nhdt con nhan vién
USAID di trén chiéc th(r hai.
TOi biét dugc la bén My, cac
thugng nghi si cd quyén uy
rat cao va cé ngudi sau nay
c6 thé lam téng thGng. MGt
cong chdc pham [6i vGi
thugng nghi si c6 thé bi méat
viéc. Thét 1a dé hiéu tai sao
nhan vién USAID khéng mudn ngoi trén chiéc truc thang cua t6i. Toi xép dat dua phai doan
tGi Bién Hoa thdm mot trai dung bap va dau nanh nhap cang qua chuadng trinh vién trg My
dé nubi heo rét thanh cdng. Cac ndng dan da dén ti€p phai doan mét cach long trong dé
cam on cac thugng nghi si vé chugng trinh vién trg ho dugc thu huéng. Trong ldc tro chuyén
t6i rat kham phuc kién thirc rong rai cla thugng nghi si Bayh vé nganh nudi heo. Ong ta
lam ch( mét trang trai & ti€u bang Indiana. Phai doan dugc mdi udng champagne. Chuyén
viéng tham thanh cong my man. Trén dudng vé, tbi phai giai thich cho cac thugng nghi si
hiéu tién vién trg My da khdng dugc dung d€ nhép cang xa xi phdm nhu champagne. Thay
vao do, ngoai té do chinh Viét Nam thu dugc da dudgc si dung dé 1am viéc ndy nhung bi
danh thué nhap cang rét dét. Sau d6 ching t6i dung cam t4i tai tu dinh Dai Sit Bunker toa
lac trén dudng Phung khdc Khoan, Sai Gon. Ong cam aon t6i da cho cac thugng nghi si mot
chuyén viéng tham Khu Ky Nghé Bién Hoa day thu vi.

Bai dap truc thang trén noc nha toa dai su’ My & Sai Gon

Vao mét [an khac, Dai S& Bunker gidi thiéu toi vdi tudng Lansdale. Ong Lansdale mdi ti tdi
nha duiing com trua va dé biét thém vy kién truc tiép tir mot ngudi Viét. Ong ta tirng 1am ¢
van cho Téng Théng Diém va cd dugc mdi giao hdo sdu ddm véi Tdng Théng. Tuy nhién,
ong rdi b Viét Nam khi ch& dé clia Téng Thdng Diém chdm dat roi quay trd lai lam viéc vdi
toa dai sir My tlr nam 1965 tdi 1968 vai chirc vu dac sir. BG6i v8i mot s6 ngudi, ong ta dugc
coi la mot tay cao boi than ddng biét vuot 1&n trén luét 18 d€ dat dugc nhitng muc tiéu chinh
dang cua ly tudng dan chd Tay Phuang. Dudi mdt mot s6 ngudi khac, 6ng lai la hién than
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ctia chinh sach ngoai giao cao ngao dang d&n budc vao con duding sai trai nguy hiém. Ong
ta da gdt hai nhiéu thanh céng trong nhitng ddc vu & Phi Luat Tan vao nhirng ndm 1950-
53 khi ho trg Quéan Ddi Phi dep tan cudc néi ddy clia cdng quan Hukbalahap (Huk). Nhung
tinh trang Viét Nam lai khac véi nhitng van nan ciling khac. Sau nay méi dugc ro Lansdale
d3 pham sai [Am khi d& dau va huén luyén cho Pham Xuan An, mét phdng vién lam cho
Time Magazine va cling la gian diép cap cao cua Bac Viét.

Xét vé mat chanh tri, trong thdi gian trd lai lam viéc & Viét Nam, ong ta khong dugc tin
nhiém, bi gat sang bén |é va dam ra thai chi. T6i con nhd IGi 6ng phan nan trong bira cdm
trua d6: “Mién Nam giéng nhu mét nha bép cd tién nghi véi nhiéu tay dau bép gidi nhung
vi ly do nao dé khdng ai lam dugc mdt bira diém tdm ngon.” Ong nghi quan ddi My nén ap
dung phuadng cach cua Mao Trach Bong: “Mua va ban mot cach cong minh. Tra lai nhitng
gi d& mugn. Boi thudng nhirng gi minh lam hu hai. Pirng tdm rira trede mat phu nir. Dirng
Idy gi cua tu nhan.”

Ong Lansdale chdng ddi viéc 1at do Tong Thdng Ngd Dinh Diém. Ong ndi vdi Robert Mc
Namara nhu sau: "Trong nudc da co san mot hién phap... Xin dung bo no di khi 6ng dinh
thay déi chanh phd. Xin nhd 13 VIN d§ cé mét pho téng théng Ia 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tho duoc
bau ra va hién dang tai chuc. Néu diéu chi xay ra cho vi téng théng thi ta phdi dua éng ta
thay thé. Ta nén hanh dbng theo luat Ié co san... Khi chung ta oanh tac lang xom cua ho,
géy ra nhiéu thiét hai tham khoc vé tai san cing nhu’ nhdn mang cho nguoi dan thi chung
ta nén tu hoi, chung ta dang bao vé cho tu’ do gi va cho nguoi Viét Nam nao?” Tudng
Lansdale viét tho cho mdt nguoi ban va noi rang néu giai phap [cho cudc chién] la "giét cho
tdi nguoi cudbi cung trong hang ngl cua ké dich” thi 6ng ta s€ "khdng nhiing chdng doi trén
cén ban luong tri con ngudi” ma con tin réng diéu ndy “"khdng ai 1dm ndi.” Ong ta viét thém
"Khdéng mot tu’ tudng nao cd thé bi huy hoai bang bom dan hay giét cho chét ca. Gidi phap
quén su’ khéng sao du duoc. Téi khéng tin chénh phu ndy cd thé thdu phuc duoc nhan tdm
cua nguoi dén.”

Lansdale tir nhiém roi trd vé nudc trong thang Sau nam 1968. Trén cucng vi cia mot ngudi
Viét Nam, toi tiéc rang Ngii Giac Dai da khong nghe theo y kién cua 6ng ta.

Tuong Lansdale, cuu
truong phong CIA
cua Phai Boan Quan
\ Su’'My tai Sai Gon, voi
Téng Théng Ngb
Pinh Diém (Douglas
Pike Photo Collection,
The Vietnam Archive,
Texas Tech Univ.)
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Pai s Bunker con gidi thiéu tdi véi mét ngudi My ndi tiéng khac, dng Robert W. Komer,
mot thanh vién cia H6i Bong An Ninh Qudc Gia do Mc George Bundy ding dau. Khi Bundy
rdi khoi chirc vu, ong Komer tam thdi thay thé va lam C6 Van An Ninh Quéc Gia trong mot
thSi gian ngén. Sau d6 6ng ta qua Viét Nam lam véi Chuong trinh Binh dinh Nong thon. Ong
Komer la ngudi My xuat sdc nhit tdi cd dip lam viéc chung. Vao ndm 1966, Komer mdi Téng
Trudng Au Trudng Thanh va t6i dung com t6i & nha hang trong khach san Caravelle. T6i
thén phuc phucng cach 6ng ta dung dé thau thap nhitng dir kién can thiét nhdm hoach dinh
chuang trinh lam viéc cta minh.

Sau nay t6i mai biét 6ng la ngudi dau
titn chi huy Chugng Trinh Binh
Dinh/Civil Operations and Revolutionary
Development Support (CORDS), mot
chuang trinh khong may thanh cong cua
Hoa Ky trong ké hoach thau phuc nhan
tdm cua ngudi dan. Ong Komer tdi Sai
Gon V@i cap bac dai s va chic vu
Trudng Chudng Trinh Binh Dinh. Trén
nguyén tac 6ng la ngudi My cd quyén
hanh nhdt & Viét Nam chi sau bai S
Ellsworth Bunker.

Qua viéc lam, 6ng nang cao uy tin cla
minh vdi thai d6 cudng quyét tuyét doi Robert W. Komer

khéng nhugng bd va mot niém tin virng vdi Téng Théng Lyndon Johnson

manh la cudc chién sé thang dugc dua R

vao tinh cach khach quan cla su viéc va cac dit kién thong ké. Ong cong tac chat ché vdi
William E. Colby, trudng C.I.A. tai Viét Nam, dé chi dao chuong trinh thau thdp nhan tam
tung lang mét. Dan da chuong trinh nay chuyén thanh Chuong Trinh Phugng Hoang cing
ran han do Toa Bach Oc khdi xudng va cd quan C.I.A. thi hanh. Muc dich cta chién dich
Phugng Hoang 1a dé v hiéu hda Viét Cdng ndm vung tai Mién Nam. Sau ndy, 6ng Colby da
tuyén bé trong cudc diéu tran trudc Qudc Hoi My la han 20.000 ngudi Viét dd chét vi chuong
trinh d6. Ong Komer chi huy tat ca cac nhan vién lam viéc trong Chuang Tinh Binh Dinh.
Ong ta dugc biét dén vé I6i lam viéc cirng ran va bc dong cta minh. Chinh vi vay 6ng da
dugc Téng Théng Johnson ua chudng va cuu Dai S Henry Cabot Lodge gén cho cai tén 13
“blowtorch Bob/6ng xit I(ra Bob.”

Nhd mdi giao hao tot dep cua t6i véi Dai SI Bunker, toi da gap go nhleu yéu nhan lam viéc
vé chién tranh Viét Nam va vi vy, tdi ¢ dip thap tung Téng Trudng Au trudng Thanh di
Washington gdp Téng Thdng Johnson va C8 Van An Ninh W. Rostow dé duyét lai nhirng
kho khan vé kinh té€ Viét Nam va cac bién phap doi phd. T6i con nhd mot trong nhitng chi
tiét trong chuyén di la phuong tién lién lac chdp nhoang gilra Hoa Ky va Viét Nam qua dién
thoai thai dé.
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Viéng tham Tong Théng Johnson va Cd Van An Ninh W. Rostow, 1966

Trong IGc 6ng Au Trudng Thanh hop riéng véi Téng Thdng Johnson, toi 1dm viéc riéng vdi
ong Rostow tai van phong cta ong trong toa nha Executive Building. Khi toi dang hoc cao
hoc & MIT nam 1956, 6ng Rostow la gido su giang day mon Economic History tai dé (1950-
60.)

Trong IUc thao luan vé van dé kinh té€, t6i cd dé cap tdi nhitng khd khan
gay ra bdi viéc cdng san xam nhap tlr mién Bac qua Budng mon HO Chi
Minh. D& |am chadm lai mdc dd xdm nhap cla quén ddi cdng san vao Mién
Nam, tdi khéng ngan ngai néu ra y ki€én dung bom diéu khién chinh xac
bdi TV clia Khdng Quan Hoa Ky hau pha hdy nhitng con dé & Mién Bac.
Day khong phai la nhitng con dap xay bang xi mang chuiing ta thudng nghi
t3i ma la dé dugc ddp bang dat. DE trdnh gay su chdng ddi tir du ludn
» quoc té, t6i cling co dé nghi tha bom vao mua kho thay vi mua mua va
Mr. W. Rostow dua ra canh bdo 6 thang trudc khi bdt dau dé tranh thiét hai vé nhén

mang. Vi khdng cé may modc ca khi, chanh phi Mién Bac sé can sir dung
hang ngan nhan cdng dé stra lai dé va sé& khdng thé tiép tuc xdm nhap Mién Nam nhiéu nhu
trudc dugc nira. Sau nay, t6i biét dugc mot hanh dong nhu vay trong mét nudc dan chu
can phai dugc thao luan bdi qua nhiéu uy ban khac nhau va khéng dua dén mot quyét dinh
cu thé.

NhG lam viéc v@i Dai SI Bunker va ti€p xdc véi cac chinh tri gia ngugi My, téi nhan biét
dudc nhiéu khia canh phdc tap cua chién tranh Viét Nam va khong dé khi 1ay mot quyét
dinh vi nhitng nguyén tdc ciia mot qudc gia dan chd.

DE két ludn, sau mét thap nién lIam viéc vai nhitng ngudi ban My, tdi cam thay cay déng va
tirc gidn vé két qua tham hai clia su’ sup dd ctia Mién Nam, thdng nhit ché dd doc tai cong
san, ngu dot va nghéo ddi trén toan cdi Viét Nam. Marie va toi da trd thanh nhitng ngudi ti
nan trang tay khi dén trai ti nan Marine Camp Pendleton vao thang tu nam 1975.

Trong ndi bi phan, tdi khdng sao quén dudc toi &c clia tén ngoai trudng gian xao Kissinger
da dung nhiéu manh khoe quy quyét luu manh, qua mat cap lanh dao cta 6ng va lUa doi
cap lanh dao Viét Nam va cac qudc gia dong minh dé ban ding mién Nam Viét Nam cho
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Cong San. Trong khi hang ngan chién si Viét Nam Cong Hoa nga guc trén chién trudng vi
thi€u chi€n cu do My ngung vién trg, trong khi Hoa dam Ba L€ chi la man kich do Kissinger
dao dién trong hiu trudng vdi cac 1anh tu Nga S8, Trung Cong, ké ca phe cdng san Ha Noi
thi chuyén Mién Nam phai buéng sing mot cach bi dat nhung bi hung, tat ca la do t6i ac
cla Kissinger ma nhan dan Mién Nam Viét Nam khong sao quén dugc.

MOt blrc anh bang ngan 16i, sau day la vai birc anh cho thdy Kissinger, Nixon dang «cung
ly» thuong lugng méat v& s& phan ctia mién Nam VN véi Chu An Lai. Nhitng bérc hinh sau
day ndi [én nhirng viéc 1am bi mat thadm hi€m, tan ddc, am mu'u xao quyét bat chap
thu doan clia Henry Kissinger d& dua t&i su’ xup do tang téc ciia Mién Nam. Toi khdng thé
quén dugc trudc d6 dng ta dugc hudn luyén dé trd thanh mot diép vién trong thdi ky di linh
binh nhi trong Quan Doi My. (Xin xem Chudng 18: Kissinger va Cudc Chién Viét Nam.)

i

s  bae
- P

Kissinger vé Chu An Lai tai Bic Kinh, 1971

Kissinger, Nixon, Chu An Lai dur da tiéc tai Bic Kinh, 1972
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Nhung chién tranh Viét Nam khéng phai chi ¢ nhitng nguGi My phan boi nhu Kissinger,
Nixon, nhitng ngudi My phan chién ngdy ngd khdng hiéu nhiing xdo tra bip bom cua cdng
san, ma con co nhitng ngudi My diing cam, thanh tin, chién dau cho ly tudng tu do, dan
chu nhu 58 000 ngudi chién si cac cdp da hi sinh va 300 000 ngudi phai chiu dung dai dang
nhiéu thuang tat khéng ké hang triéu ngudi dan My van con mang ndng mac cam thua trén
«hoi chirng Viét Nam» (Vietnam Syndome).

H3ay nghe nhitng IGi ndi thanh that cda nhitng ngudi My khong cung chién tuyén vdéi
Kissinger :

- Dai Tudng William Westmoreland, cuu Téng Tu Linh quan d6i My va Déng Minh tai VN :
“On behalf of the United States Armed Forces, I would like to apologize to the veterans of
the South Vietnamese Armed Forces for abandoning you guys” (General Westmoreland)
«Thay mat cho Quan D0i Hoa Ky, toi xin 10i nhitng cuu chién binh cia Quan B6i Mién Nam
vi da bo rai cac ban.»

- Strom Thurmond, Thugng Nghi Si dang Cng Hoa (tiéu bang South Carolina): “Ching ta
da khong thuc thi nhitng diéu khoan cua Hoa Udc ndm 1973.”
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General William C. Westmoreland:

TS Strom Thurmond

Va di nhién, ching t6i, nhitng ngudi may man sdng sot sau mot cudc chién tan bao, lam
sao quén dugc cong dn cua 250 000 ngudi da hi sinh va non 1.2 triéu ngudi bi thugng tat
dé€ bao vé chinh nghia Viét Nam Cdng Hoa. Nhin hinh cla 5 vi tudng tuén tiét khdng dau
hang Cong San ma long t6i thay thuang cam, kinh phuc vo ngan.

Cac vi anh hung cua Viét Nam
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1. Tudng Nguyén Khoa Nam

2. Tuéng Pham Van Phu

3. Tudng Lé Nguyén Vy

4. Tuéng Lé Van Hung

5. Tudng Tran Van Hai
Bén canh nhirng I3i tén vinh nhu trén, t6i cling khdng thé nao gidu dudc su that vong ddi
vGi nhirng tudng 1anh dd khdng cling nhau cdng luc d€ chién ddu chdng ké thu chung ma
chi biét chdng ddi nhau vi quyén Igi riéng tu. O tudi 86, néu khdng thanh that ndi lén diéu
nay thi con dgi dén lac nao ?
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