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Vam séng Bdo Dinh

Truong Nguyén Binh Chiéu

Nha Bdo sanh
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Phy nit My Tho Cho M5 Tho nhin tir bén kia song
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MY THO XU'A (1861-1945)
TRONG NAM KY LUC TINH

PHAN MO DAU

MO PAU
LUOT QUA NGUON GOC PIA DANH MY THO

Sach str ciing nhu cac nha viét st
duong dai cling d ndi nhiéu vé dia
danh My Tho. Dudng nhu tit ca
cling cung mot y niém 1a My Tho
bit ngudn tir phuong ngit gbc Kho
me nhu M& Sor bién thé thanh My
va Tho qua nguoi Viét, c6 nghia la
Xt ¢6 ngudi con gai da tring, dep.
Tir d6 My, von di tir chir Han 1a

8 " dep, nhung tir Tho khong c6 trong
chir Han nén c6 16i viét khac nhau qua chit Ném, c6 hai 16i viét, dé chi
viung nude thom hay c6 thom. (trich dan tir cac st liéu).

Nhung M¥ Tho dii ngudn gbe tir dau, da 1a mot tir qudc ngit mot
tir Viét Nam chi mot dia danh tir gan 4 thé ky qua, d4 thim sau vao tam
hon chung ta nhu mot phan cua tinh yéu qué hwong, tinh yéu dit nudc,
qua du cho ching ta ngudi Viét Nam, nhét 13 ngudi M Tho hanh dién
v6i my tir d6 roi.

M¥ Tho trong lich str & mot vung dat quan yéu duoc sém khai
pha, duoc mot dai truong giang boi dap, 1a mot thanh phd cd td
chirc...theo ting trang St cii trich dan nhu sau:

A.- Theo “Gia Dinh thanh théng chi”

1. My Tho don: Pén My Tho tai phia nam trdn, xwa 13 ring
hoang, hd bao 1am hang 6...(Tai trdn Nam nhdt Iy hita, cwu vi hoang
1am, hé bdo quan huyét..).

2. My Tho s6ng ngoi: Song My Tho ¢ trude mat tran 1a con song
l6n cua tran, bat ngudn tir ndi dia tinh Van Nam...(Tai trdn tién, vi bdn
tran dai giang, ky nguyén phat w ngi dia Van Nam tinh....).
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B.- Theo “Pai Nam nhét thong chi”

3. My Tho phé 16m: cho, quan: chg My Tho tai huyén Kién Hung,
thudng goi 1a cho 1a phd 16n. Nha ngéi, rui cham, dinh cao, chua rong.
Song sau tau thuyén, buém giong qua lai nhu dét cui...(My Tho thi tai
Kién Hung huyén, tuc danh dai pho thi, ngda éc, diéu manh, cao dinh,
qudng tw. Duong ha thuyén swu pham twong, vang lai nhue chire ty...)

4. My Tho quan thué: Cira ai My Tho & huyén Kién Hung, nim
thir mudi sau Minh Mang 14p ra ctra 4i thu thué. Dén nam thir ba Thi¢u
Tri thi bai bo...(Tai Kién Hung huyén, Minh Mang thdp luc nién, thiét
quan chinh thué. Thiéu Tri tam nién dinh...)

C.- Theo “Lich sir cudc vién chinh Nam Ky” (“Histoire de la
conquéte de la Cochinchine™), T4c gia, ngudi Phap viét: Sai Gon la trung
tam quén su, My Tho la trung tam thuong mdi. Cac ghe tuyen cuia nguoi
Nhdt nguoi Tau, nguoi An Nam, nwoi Xiém co ddy can dé di chuyén trén
sONg gan noi san xudt gao, thém vao truyén thong nguwoi dan dia phiong
tir bao thé ky, khién cho My Tho tré thanh trung tam budn ban Ién nhat
ciia Nam ky, trude khi nguoi Au dén.

. My Tho & mét ving c6 nha cita réng I6n, lop bang 1 dira
nuoc theo theo tdp quan. Nhung doc theo bo kinh Buu Dién (Arroyo de
la Poste hay kinh Bdo Pinh) nha cira thanh nhd hon nhiéu, mdi lop ngéi
gidta nhitng vieon diva vieon cau, tat cd cé vé trang nha, phong lwu, doi
khi giau c6. C6 thé so sanh véi canh phong hoa dé hi65 cia Cho Qudn
va kinh nguoi Tau ¢ Sai Gon....”

D.- “Theo Pia phwong chi M§ Tho 1902” (Monographie de My
Tho 1902), tac gia ngudi Phap viét:

- ..V tri cia My Tho that tuyét diéu. NO chiém mét vi thé trung
chuyén quan trong vao bdc nhat cho cdc loai ghe chai to |én tir mién Tady
Ien Cho I6n (Sai Gon) qua con kinh Bdo Binh va con kinh Cho Gao. My
Tho lai ¢6 con dwong sdt dau tién Cua Dong Duong, con dwong sat Sai
Gon- My Tho va con dwong thity noi lién Sai Gon va cac tinh mién Tay
|én tdn Pném Penh qua bén Tau Luc Tinh My Tho....”

Cong lao cia tién nhan.

Sy mé mang va phéat trién My Chanh dé trd thanh mot My Tho
hién nay, d4 tuan tw mot cach nhip nhang theo dong lich str, do cong lao
va tri tué cua tién nhan chu yéu 12 nha Nguyén, tir thoi con 1a Chia dén
khi 1ap nén triéu Nguyén tir Gia Long tré vé sau. D6 1a lich st
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DPong thoi v6i sy md mang va phét trién My Chanh, nhirng thon
khac duoc thanh 1ap vé hudng tay, bén kia song Bao Pinh nhu: thon An
Hoa, sau doi 12 Thanh Tri (4p 1 x4 Pao Thanh bay gid), thon Diéu Hoa
(Phuong 1, 4, 5, 7 bay gid ), thén Binh Tao (Phudng 6, mot phan cua
Trung An va Binh BPuc bay gio)...

Khu hanh chanh ctia My Chanh dugc nang tir dao, 1én dinh, tir
dinh 18n tran dé cubi clng thudc trin Pinh Tuong. Vo nim 1826, vua
Minh Mang cho doi ly s¢ (My Tho) cua trin DPinh Tudng vé phia tay
séng Bao Pinh thudc hai thon Diéu Hoa va Binh Tao dé co duogc vi tri
ngay nay cua thanh phd M§ Tho duong dai. My Tho lic bay gio thudc
huyén Kién Hung, phi1 Kién An, trdn Dinh Tuong.

Ciing trong nam 1826, mdt ngdi cho duoc thanh lap tai dia diém
mai, va chinh d6 1a ng6i chg My Tho ngay nay, sau d6 dugc ngudi Phéap
xay cat lai vao cubi thé ky XIX véi hai ddy phd cho nam va bic hién gid
van con.

Ciing nen nhic lai 13 nguoi Hoa theo chan chu tudng Duong
Ngan Dich trén nha Thanh, duoc chua Nguyen Phuc Tan cho phép dén
lanh cu tai thon My Chanh (M§ Tho) tir rit sém vao nim 1679, véi déu
6c thao vac da gop phan khong nho vao sy phat trién vé kinh té, thuong
mai, thu cong nghiép cua My Tho xua.

Diy, My Tho tir xua d4 12 mot ving dat som duoc khai pha, c6
song I6n tudi tiu, co th6 nhudng phi nhiéu, c6 dia hinh thuén loi, c6 con
ngudi can cu chi thu... nén da sém phat trién vé moi mat dén ngay nay.

MOQT CHUT UGC MONG

T6i khong viét vé My Tho qua nhirng thay dbi va bién cb lich st.
O day véi tudi doi da kha cao, t6i chi xin dugc phép ké lai nhitng gi da
nghe, da doc, da séng, da Chung kién, d4 trai qua...bang doi tai, bang doi
mat, bang khdi 6c va ca bang con tim. Do vay xin dfc gia qua ddy, xin
cam nhan... mot cai gi d6 rat binh thudng nhung gan giii, than mat, vui
vui, budn budn... nhu chuyén ké trong gia dinh vé thé hé ong ba ta thud
trude. TOI thiét nghi, tir nhitg chuyén tim thudng vun vit do ta s& cam
nhan nhiéu hon vé My Tho ngay xua.

Cung véi moét tham vong chan tinh, khéng biét c6 qua dang
khong, 1a dugc trao dén cac con chau chlng ta trong nudc ciing nhu
ngoai nudc goc ngudi My Tho, mot phan dat caa T6 Qudc, mot chut gi
vé hinh anh, 16i séng cua ong cha, phong tuc tip quan cia dit nudc qué
huong xa xua, ma pham ngudi Viét Nam nao clng vay, bao gio cing
muén tré vé& ngudn, va ludn 12 mdi &m anh cho ndi hoai huong ray rirc.
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Vay, xin hdy Ian do nhimg trang su dan gian khong qua xa dbi
Vi chung ta, dé tro vé qua khur, song lai trong bdi canh lich sir nhan vin
day séc thai cua vang dat My Tho than yéu.

Trude khi vao chuyén xin doc gia tha thr va chi bao cho nhiing
sai sOt V& thoi gian tinh, vé dia danh xua, vé chi tiét nhan vat...tit nhién
phai co, vi nguoi viét khong phai 13 mot nha vin ciing ching 12 mot nha
nghién ctru sir, chi 14 mot nguoi dan My Tho tim thudng nhu d4 thua &
trén.

Mé sbng Citu Long Va cau tau 6ng Chanh
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MY THO XU'A (1861-1945)
TRONG NAM KY LUC TINH

PHAN MOQT

| - NHUNG DAU CHAN LICH SU TREN PAT MY THO

1.- Quang Trung Nguyén
Hué¢

Theo yéu céu ciru vién coa
Nguyén Anh, vua Xiém phai
Chiéu Thang va Chiéu
Suong dem 5 van thuy luc
quan sang chiém thuong
nguén séng Tién tdn cong
My Tho dé tién chiém Sai
Gon. Tir ngoai Qui Nhon 14p tirc vao Nam véi chién thuat toc chién toc
thing, Nguyén Hué xua quan hai dao, mot ding duong thuy vao Cira
Tiéu, mot ding duong bo tiép can mién Pong dé tién vé mién Tay va lap
dai ban doanh tai vung My Chanh.

O day xin néu mot su kién vo cung ly thi. Theo gi4o su Nguyén
Phan Quang trong ky yéu “Chién thing Rach Gam Xoai M(t” cta Tinh
Tién Giang 2005, khi dao luc quan dén Gia Pinh, Nguyén Hué (tac gia
NPQ chua kiém chimg), da dung con dudng ngin nhut dé dén mit tran
ma Ong dé chon sin 1a viing Rach Gam - Xoai M.

Pao quan niy khéng dung con duong Cai, (gan nhu con dudng
Qudc 16 A 1 bay gid), ma éng dung con duong tit, con dudng thing, (con
duong thang 1a con duong ngan nhit), dé chuyén quan tir Sal Gon Gia
Pinh d&n thang ving Rach Gam - Xoai Mit. Con duong ndy phai qua
Pong Thap Mudi (tic gia Nguyén Phan Quang trich dan 1a “bang qua bé
Thdap Muroi”), tixe nhién vo cung kho khan vat va nhung gan nhat, nhanh
nhat.

Néu su kién ndy la dung, thtr so sanh hién nay co cong trinh dang
xay dung con duong Xa lg Dong Tdy, chi ldy doan tir Mién Pong (Sai
Gon) dén x4 Tam Hiép, Cho Bung (huyén Chau Thanh, Tién Giang) dé
d6 ra nga tu Bong TAm (ving RG - XM), ciing qua Pong Thap Muoi
(bang ngo Puc Hoa, Bén Luc, Long An). C6 phai chang day 1a con
duong ma 224 nim vé trudc nha quan su dai tai Nguyén Hué d4 dung dé
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chuyén quan ciing tir Sai Gon, ciing qua xa Tam Hiép dé tién vé Rach
Gam Xoai Mat? Néu ding nhu vay that 13 mot sy tring hop vo cling y
nghia.

Do 1a mot chi tiét vé tai hanh quan ciia Nguyén Hué, nhung noi
dung cua bai nay 1a néi dén budc chan cia anh hing dan toc Nguyén Hué
céch nay trén 2 thé ky da timg dén My Tho, dit dai ban doanh tai My
Chéanh mét ving bao gém Phuong 8, Phudng 3, chlia Vinh Trang, Cau
Vi, 4p My An (x4 My Phong). Chi trong mot ngdy, ngay 19 rang 20
thang 1 nam 1785, (nim At Ty), Nguyén Hué d4 danh tan 5 van quin
Xiém trong tran thay chién Rach Gam Xoai M(t, mot chién thing 13y
ling tai ving d¢it My Tho néy

M§ Tho qua chién thang vang lung Rach Gam - Xoai Mat, qua
muu luge quéan sy ap dung téc chién toc thang cho timg tran chién cta
anh hung dan toc Nguyén Hué, da ndi tiéng v6i hai cdu tho xem nhu
khau hiéu nung 10ng quan dan, trong d6 c¢6 nhan dan My Tho tham gia
tran chién:

Ché tre bén sao cho day

Ngan ngang song My c6 ngay gap nhau.

M3 Tho c¢6 con dudng mang tn Nguyén Hué, va mot dén Ky
niém ¢ Rach Gam va mot truong Trung hoc mang t&n Lé Ngoc Han

2.- Chia Nguyén Anh.

Thoi ky Nam Béc phan tranh da dua budc chan chua Nguyén Anh
vao Nam bon ba khap moi mién dit nudc noi day. Nguyén Anh da timg
bi quan cua Tay Son lung dudi day do trén dai dat séng Tién nay. Mot
huyén thoai ma ai ciing biét, 12 c6 mot lan chay dén Xoai Hot, ting thé
6ng phai chung vao cai dai hong chung ctia mot ngdi chlia & ving Xoai
Hot dé trén. Do d6 sau khi thanh 1ap Nha Nguyén, vua Gia Long ban chi
sic phong cho ngdi chlia ndy ma ngudi dan goi don gian 1a chua Sac T.
(Sic Tu Linh Thiru).

C6 mot 1an Nguyén Anh chay dén vam cua con séng Ky Hon (sau
dao thanh kinh Chg Gao) mot bén la Tan My Chanh, mot bén la Xuén
Poéng. Thé cung luc tan, Nguyén Anh cing doan tuy ting phai dung
thuyén con tir Vam Ky Hén sang song Cira Tiéu va Cua Pai qua ving
Qudi Son, Rach Miéu, dén Bén Tre roi Tra Vinh xubng Ba Dong dé ra
bién tim duong sang Xiém clru vién.

Sau Chlen thang vang ltimg ¢ tran Rach Gam — Xoai Mdt, quan
T4y Son rat vé Béc va sau chién thing & trin Ddng Da va sau khi tirc vi
khong bao 1au, vua Quang Trung thiang ha, Chiia Nguyén da tro lai hoat
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dong & mién Nam, 1& tat nhién ¢ viing My Tho cling véi cac vung lan cin
nhu Binh Céch, Tinh Ha, Ky Hon....
Trudce 1975, My Tho ¢6 con duong mang tén Gia Long.

3.- Bit hang cam doan twéng quén dau: Thia Khoa Huén

Nh¢ ndm xua, troi dat My Tho, cti lao Rong gi6 Iong, song nuéc Ciru

Long, con ngu:(n tran Dmh da tién biét nguoi anh hung chdng Phap bat

£ R Kkhuit Nguyén Khoa Huan, tr vam

: 8 song Bao Dinh vé Tinh Ha dén no

nudc dlng vao dung bong (12gio

trura) ngay ram thang tu nim At Hoi
(1875).

Nguoi c6 dé lai nhiéu bai tho,

nhung bai tho ma hdu thé nhic dén

nhiéu 13 bai tho Tuyét Mang.

Nguyén ban nhu sau:

Tuyét mang

H&n ma nan kham vi quéc ciru

Chi nhon binh béi tri than huu

Anh hung mac ba doanh dur ludn
V8 try truong khan tiét nghia luu
Vi bé d7 kinh ho 16 phéch

Bat hang cam doan tuwéng qudn dau
Puong nién Tho thity lieu ba huyét
Long ddo thu phong khéi mé sdu.

Bai tho ndy duogc rat nhidu hoc gia dich. Trong d6 co nha sir
hocTran Huy Li€u, gido su Pham Thiéu...Dudi day xin trich luc ban dich
cua Tran Huy Li€u, ban néy duoc khéc dudi chan tuong cua Nguoi tai
vam sdng Béao Pinh, My Tho:

Bai tho tuyét mang

Ruéi dong vé ngura bdo thil chung
Binh bai cho nén mang mdéi cung
Tiét nghia vin luu trong vii tru

Hon thua chi ké véi anh hung

Néi xung mat via quan ho 16

Quyét thac khoéng hang rang niii séng
Tho thuy ngay nay pha mdu do
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Pdo Rong hiu hat ngon thu phong.
Tran Huy Liéu

Ban dich nay dugc phd bién tir lau. Trong ban dich, dich gia da
ddi thir tu cua cau 3 xuéng cau 4 va nguoc lai, co 1€ dé tién viéc van dung
van anh hing cho cau 4. Ngoai ra mét sé Han ty nhu han mé ¢ day dich
1a v6 ngwa, nan kham dich 1 ruéi dong. Cau 6, bo qua ¥ cam doan tuwéng
quan dau ...Hai cau chot bo qua hai tir khong dich 13: lwu ba va khéi mé
sdu. Ciing nhu tir Tho thiy van dé nguyén 1a Tho thiy va Long ddo dich
la dio Réng.

C6 mot nguoi cu dan My Tho, d4 dich bai tho ndy véi dung ¥ sir
dung tir mién Nam cho gan giii hon v&i nguoi dia phuong dong thoi
khéng bo sot nhitng v cua tac gia.

Ban dich d6 nhu sau:

Bai tho tuyét mang

Gop cbng ra surc tra thu chung

Thdt thé danh cam buée phdi cling

Khi phich anh hiing heu héu thé

Bdrt troi tiét nghia tdm guong trong

Néi xung mat via qudn man ro

Cam chét dau roi no niii séng

Dong nudc My Tho loang song mdu

Con Rong sau mugn goi thu phong.

Tén Van Cong

Tai My Tho hién thoi ¢6 nhirng cong trinh mang tén “Thua Khoa
Huan”. b6 1a tuong Thu Khoa Huan, duong Thu Khoa Huln, truong
Tiéu hoc Thu Khoa Huan, cong vién Tha Khoa Huan va mot dén thd Tha
Khoa Huan & Pha Kiét (Tinh Ha).

4.- Kinh Lwgce St&t Phan Thanh Gian

Phan thanh Gian 1am quan tai triéu dinh Hué, vé Bao Thanh, Bén
Tre dé chiu tang me. Ong dén viing My Tho va bat dau dung thuyén dé
vé qué. Thuyén sang song Ctra Tiéu va Cira Pai dén song Ba Lai. Troi d4
t6i, vién don trudng bat thuyén cta ong ddu lai vi khdng cho ghe thuyén
di dém. Vién hau cua 6ng dinh bao voi vién don trudng 6ng 13 quan lén
cua triéu dinh, 6ng ngan lai khéng cho.
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Tho tang me xong, 6ng lai dap thuyén theo duong song cii vé
Hué. Vién don truong sau khi ra linh cam thuyén ong, biét ong 1a Kinh
Luoc St cua triéu dinh nén don thuyén ong dé chiu toi. Ong bao: Nha
ngueoi khong cé 16i gi ca trdi lai ¢6 cong. biét giiv gin phép nude, ta sé dé
bat cho nguoi thang chiic.

M§ Tho con giir con duong Phan Thanh Gian.

5.- Ky Ngoai Hau Cuong Dé.

Ky Ngoai Hau Cuong Dé hity 1a Nguyén Phic Dan, sinh vao nim
1882 (nam Nham Ngo) tai Hué, trong phong trao Vin than chdng Phap,
vao cuoi thap nién 1920, bi nguoi Phap san lung, dén Cho Gao tra ngu tai
nha cia mot nha cach mang, 6ng Huong truong Hoai. Nguoi Phap phat
hién, 6ng phai chay qua ving Rach Miéu tra 4n tai nha cua ba Suwong
Nguyét Anh, nhit danh Nguyén Thi Ngoc Khué, con gai cu D6 Chiéu.
Pém dén nguoi Phap truy tim dén nha ngudi ndy va Ky Ngoai Hau
Cuong Dé phai trén trong mot cai tu, nho vy thoat than. Sau d6 6ng luu
vong sang Nhat Bon va mat tai Tokyo vao ngay 6.4.1951 (1 thang 3 nim
Tan Mui) tho 69 tudi.

6.- Nha Cach mang 130 thanh Trung Quéc, Tén D4t Tién

Ton Van, Ton Trung Son hay Ton Dat Tién la cha dé cua Cach
Mang Trung Hoa duoc nhan dan Trung Hoa c6 mét thoi goi 1a qudc phu.
Céach mang thang 10 thanh cong, dng tré thanh Tong théng nudc Cong
Hoa Trung Hoa, nhung sau d6 bi Vién Thé Khai 1at d6, ong phai bon ba
hai ngoai. Dén Hong Kong, rdi sang Nhat, lai c6 mot thoi gian ngin dén
Sai Gon, (khoang dau thap nién cua thé ky XX) va dé tranh su theo doi
cua nguoi Phap, 6ng phai dén My Tho. va ngu tai khach san cua mot
nguoi déng huong (Trung Hoa) ma cling la ddng bang (Quang Dong).

Khach san nay d6i dién voi ga xe lira Sai Gon - My Tho, hién gio
1a can phd & gan khach san My Tho, cong vién Lac Hong hay cong vién
Thu Khoa Huén ngay nay.

Theo tap tuc, nguoi Hoa rat 1ay 1am hanh dién khi duoc mot vi
quyén cao chirc trong phac hoa ban thao tén ctra hiéu minh dé khéc vao
bang son son thép vang treo trudc cira hang nhu tiém budn, khach san...
Do d6 ong c6 phac hoa hai chir “Pong Bang” gitp ngudi chu khach san
thuc hién bang hiéu ctia minh.

Budc chan cua nha cach mang 18 tit nhién rat bi mat nén khéng
biet 6ng roi khoi My Tho lac nao. Co diéu tam bang hiéu “Pong Bang”
do 6ng viét van con dugc treo do cho dén nam 1958. Nam nay thanh pho
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M3 Tho c6 mdt dot chinh trang dong thoi véi viée thanh lap cong vién
Lac Hong, do d6 tam bang hi¢u lich st d6 duogc go di va c6 nguoi dén
tim kiém, dé suu tam nhung cht nhan bao 1a da that lac dau roi.

7.- Pierre Loti, mgt nha van lon Phap.

Xin ndi trude dai ta hai quan Phap ndy dén My Tho khéng phai
dé danh gidc. Pierre Loti tén that 12 Julien Viaud Loti (850-1923) phuc vu
trong hai quan Phap 1én dén cip bac dai ta, ddng thoi 14 mot nha vin 1on
clia nu6c Phép véi nhidu tac phdm véi mot giong van mang tinh hoai
cam sau dam.

Khi da vé huu, dng qua Dong Duong va dén My Tho (dau thé ky
XX) bang xe lira dé tiép tuc nguoc dong Ciru Long 1én Cao Mién (Cm-
pu-chia) bang tau Lyc Tinh, véi muc dich nghién ctru séng Curu Long.

V& Phap ong co viét mot cuon hoéi ky mang tén Le Mekong (song
Curu Long). Trong quyén sach nay ong c6 ta ti mi thanh phé My Tho, ga
xe lira, bén tau Lyc tinh va chiéc tau xa 1ap (chaloupe) ma 6ng d di 1én
Nam Vang tic 1a Phndm Penh, Cam-pu-chia.

8.- Marcel Cachin véi Nguyén An Ninh.

Marcel Cachin (1869-1958) dang vién dang X& hoi Phap, nguoi
dung dau trong ky dai hoi dang Xa hoi & Tours (Phap) d4 thing thim
trong viéc thanh lap dang Cong san Phap. Sau d6 ong la chi nhiém to
b&o L’humanité (Nhan Pao).

Marcel Cachin c6 dén Viét Nam vao khoang nim 1920 va clng
6ng Nguyén An Ninh mot nguoi hoat ddng chdng Phap, ¢6 dén My Tho.
DPém dén ca hai dén bung-ga-16 (bungalow) mot loai khach san-nha hang
sang trong 6 My Tho luc bay gio (sau thang 4. 1975 mot phan 1a nha séch
Nhan dan, dbi dién voi cong vién Lac Hong) do ngudi Phap quan ly. Pén
nay, ngoi nha nay bi bo quén da xudng cap tram trong tuy nhién van con
cho thdy duoc 16i kién tric dep ctia ngudi Phap.

Loai bung-ga-l0 nﬁy lc bay gio chi tiép khach Phap va tay
phuong ma théi, ngudi A Chau Ch1 c6 ngudi Nhat méi c6 quyén vao
cling vai sé nguoi Viét Nam ¢ qudc tich Phap.

Marcel Cachin cing véi Nguyén An Ninh dén dé xin qua dém
nhung chi c6 mot minh Marcel Cachin dugc chdp nhan, con Nguyén An
Ninh bi moi ra. Nguyén An Ninh bugc 10ng phai qua X6m Dau, Phuong
8 bay gio, dé qua dém.

Tro vé Phap, Marcel Cachin viét mot cudn sich tua 1a
L’Indochine (Pong Duong) trong d6 éng chi trich va budc toi nha cam
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quyén thuc dan & Péng Duong vé moi mit trong do c6 nhic dén viéc
Nguyén An Ninh khong dugc thu nhan trong mét khach san chi danh cho
ngudi Phap va cho d6 1a hinh thae ky thi chung toc.

M3 Tho c6 con duong Nguyén An Ninh.

9.- Quan ddi Nhat Bon

Trong cudc thé chién thi II, trude khi Nhat Bon bat ngd tin cong
can cr hai quan My tai dao Oahu thudc Hawai vao ngay 7.12.1941, khién
cho My phai nhay vao cudc chién, thi nim 1939 quan d6i Nhat sau khi
danh chiém Trung Hoa, d4 sém tién vao Pong Duong.

Ciing nhu cac noi khac trén khiap Péng Duong trong do co Vit
Nam, mdc du con trong tay thuc dan Phap nhung ho da bat luc vi chinh
Phéap qudc dang bj Ptrc xdm chiém, nén quan doi Nhat mgc tinh thao
tung. Quan doi Nhat co mat trén khap 1anh thd Viét Nam trong d6 c6 My
Tho.

DPén My Tho, quan Nhat chiém truong Nguyén Binh Chiéu, hoc
sinh phai doi vé hoc tam tai cong s lang Piéu Hoa va dinh Diéu Hoa.
Ho bd tri cac noi don tra cho quan di, t6 chirc nhitng cira hang quan tiép
vu. Ho cling c6 m¢ nhiing cura hang phuc vu cho dan chung. Chang han
ho chiém mat cin phd lau tai goc duong Trung Tric va V6 Téanh Bic cia
chg My Tho, dit mot ctra hiéu kha 16n, theo thoi bay gio, dat tén la
Dainan Kosi (Pai Nam Céng ty). Ho ciing c6 md 16p day tiéng Nhat cho
cong chirc va nguoi dan.

Mot vai déu an trong thoi gian quan doi Nhat tri dong tai My
Tho. Khdng biét ho dem giong ngua ¢ dau, co nguoi bao 1a ho dem tur
Mong Co dén. Gidng ngua nay to 16n khac thuong, mot ngudi linh Nhat
trung binh dung duoi bung cua nd. Ho chan no tai nhimg bdi co ngay
trong thanh phé lac d6 con khé hoang so, nhu & cau bic cli, goc duong
Nguyén Hué-Ngd Quyén bay gio.. .Sang ho dan dan ngua ndy vao rudng
vuon trong GO Cét, Trung Luong dé quan ching va cho chung in co,
rom ra.

Si quan Nhit mang guom, ai ciing biét. C6 didu mot sd it nguoi
Viét Nam theo ho va duoc cép guom. Nhung nguodi Viét Nam nhé con,
mic bo dd linh Nhat mau cit ngwa rong thung thinh, doi mii vai qua khd,
héng deo cay guom qua dai so v6i hai chan qua thap, nén khi nhimg 6ng
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Puong mé séng Galliéni (Quai Galliéni, Puong Trung Trdc)

ST quan Nhat 16-canh nay di dén dau, ta nghe tiéng léng kéng léng kéng
do chudi guom kéo 1€ trén mat duong.

Ngay 8 thang 3 ndm 1945, quan doi Nhat dao chanh 1at d6 chinh
quyén thuc dan Phap. Tai thanh phd My Tho chi trong mot dém 1 cong
cudc dao chanh hoan thanh. Chinh quyén tinh My Tho duoc Nhat trao
cho ngudi Viét Nam va tit nhién dudi sy giam sat ciia ho. Tat ca nguoi
Phép ké ca quan linh va mot it nguoi Viét qua than Phap bi bt dem troi
true thanh linh tap dé 1am gi? Ho khéng 1am gi ca chi bat 6 kién vang
bo dudi chan nhitng ngudi tU binh ndy cin coi choi! Mot cach xir Iy hi
hiru.

Chién ham Amiral Charner cia Phap sau khi tham gia tran chién
gitra Xiém va Cao Mién ¢ vinh Xiém La (Golfe de Siam, vinh Thdi Lan
bay gio), tranh su khong kich cua phi co M§ nén vao trén trong ndi dia,
dau bén kia con Rong, van cOn treo cd Phap. Tai My Tho hai quan Nhat
khdng phai 1a d6i thi cta loai chién ham nay. nén sang hdom sau, 3 chiéc
may bay phong phdo ctia Nhat tir Sai Gon xudng thanh toan ndt luc
lwong cudi cling cia Phap & My Tho trén séng Ciru Long. Sau d6 cubi
nam 1945, nguoi Nhat cling rat khoi My Tho khi quan Nhat dau hang
DPdng Minh.

Xac chiéc chién ham Phap ndy bi ngudi Nhat danh chiém con
nam bén kia con Rong tir 1945 cho mii dén sau. Mot diéu trd tréu Iy th
la sau ndm 1975 ciing chinh nguoi Nhit truc va vét xac chiée tau dinh
ménh ndy dé mua sit vyn.

Dén bay gio, duong nhu My Tho khong con mot dau vét nao cua
su hién dién cua quan doi Nhat Bon ca.
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MY THO XUA (1861-1945)
TRONG NAM KY LUC TINH

PHAN HAI

Il - NGOAI KIEU
A.NGUOI HOA
B. NGUOI PHAP
C.NGUOI AN

A.NGUOI HOA

Ta thir 1an d4u tré vé M§ Tho trim nim trudc
dé xem nguoi Hoa binh thudng chung séng véi
ta nhu thé ndo. Ho da hoa minh trong cong
' dbng Viét Nam mot cach than thién va ciing d
duoc nguoi Viét ching ta tiép don coi mo rong
' long.

1.- Tao phong dzang hjc dzwa...

Ctr mdi chiéu gan chang vang, troi néng hay
tro1 mua, trot lanh hay troi nong, nam nay qua
thang no, mot 10i rao tram tram, déu déu, budn
budn khéng 1én khéng xudng vang vang nhu kéu goi nhu moi moc nhu
van lon Tao phéng dzang, héc dzwaa, hoc biii..ldyyy...

Cau rao nay cach khoang cu rao kia dudng nhu rit dung trudng
canh, voi mot giai diéu trdm ling voi voi. Néu c6 nhimg khoang cach
nhau kha xa, tir trong nha, nguoi nghe c6 thé doan duoc 14 mon hang rao
ban nay dang co khach goi dén mua. Tiéng rao nho dan, nho dan cho dén
khi nguoi ciia gbe phd khong con nghe dugce nira.

Nhung nhu mot chu ky qui udc, nira gid sau 1a tiéng rao d6 lai bat
dau ndi 1én vang Vang, roi 16n 18n tir tir... nhung tir mot chiéu nguoc lai
ctia con dudng cii, d4 vé khuya.

Nhu vdy ngudi cta khip phd phuong My Tho xa xwa di mubn
hay khdng vao thoi diém nay van phai nghe doan ca tir trong mot diéu
nhac tu bién tu dlen hay hay khéng, khong can biét ‘nhung sao né than
thudc qua, né gan bo qua dé mot budi chiéu nao do tiéng rao khong vang
vang nhu thudng 18, ngudi ta thdy nhu danh mat mot cai gi...
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Chi t6i va t6i ngdi hoc bai trén gac d4 chin gio dém, vira guc 1&n
guc xudng, khi nghe tiéng rao ciia nguoi ban hang: Tao phong dzang, héc
dzira, hée biiiii...Idy.....chi toi thic cUi cho, hit mit bao toi:

- Tao hot bi, may an cai gi thi an.

Tai tranh tha vé van dé tién bac:

- Tién?

- Tao bao.

Thé 1a ti chop tién, xudng gac, giong ra 16 don ngudi ban hang:

- A Pho! Ban goi phong, goi bi di.

Nguoi nir chu nhan ndy, thim xam nay ngudi phu nit gbc Hoa nay
khéng biét dén cai x{r xa la ndy tir liic ndo, va 1am cai nghé budn ban nay
tir luc ndo khdng ai nhé, nhung dugc moi ngudi trong thanh phd goi than
mat 1a A Pho. A Pho vui vé nhin t6i cudi. Toi ndi A Pho cuoi nhu vay 1a
t6i doan thdi ché that tinh ma néi, tdi khong biét A Pho cudi hay méu.
Nim thang khd cuc, cude doi lam Iy phong swong dé bién ddi ngudi phu
nit ndy thanh khé doan dugc tudi tac va tinh cam biéu 16 trén guong mit
nhin nheo, cn cdi do sy tan phé cua thoi gian va nghéo cuc.

T6i hoi A Pho:

- A Pho vé ng ha?

- Choi ldt o, ¢ON Cd thiing ldy, dzé cdi dzl...

- B&n kha khéng? Ngay loi bao nhiéu?

Lai nu cudi nhue méu, A Pho tra 16i:

- Lau c6 kha dzi 1au! C6 ngay kiém leoc cdc may, cé ngdy hong
lwoc.

- Con céi A Pho dau?

- L6 li lam muwén nguoi ta hét zoiii...

Toi tré vao nha, 1én gac hoc bai, Iay 20i dau phong ra an, nghe
ving vang tir xa vong lai nho dan, nho dan dén khi mat hat trong hu vo:
Tao phong dzang, hoc dzwa, hoc biiii...hongggg.......

2. Calem..cuc cuc...layyy..

Lac by gio tré con duge dn mot ly da nhan c6 ché si-ro 1a “da”
lim roi , néu thém mot ti sita bo “con chim” 1a hét “say”. Tham chi bo
may cuc da vao miéng nhai nghe 16p cdp, é rang thi han nhién, nhung
cling dt “khoai” 1dm rdi. Thé ma mot hom, bong nhién & khip cac néo
duong ciia Thanh phé My Tho lai nghe tiéng rao hang la 1ang:

Ca lem cuc lay..Ca lem nizc dzo ling cat ldy....Ca lem xi dzo la
dz66 ngoon dzdu len ldy ...ca lem Cuc cuc...ngoon dzdu len ldy....
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Tiéng rao hang lo 16 ctia mot ngudi Hoa ma luc biy gid nguoi ta
thuong goi 1a nguoi Tau, va khong biét ai da phong cho ho mét cai thi
duy nhét 1a thiz ba. Do d6 khi tiép xtic v6i bat cir mot ngudi Hoa nao,
nguoi Viét Nam thuong goi 1a chd, do d6 thanh chl ba dé rdi c6 mot tir
khac nay sanh ma chd ba khong thich lim, d6 1a tir ba tau.

Ciing c6 mot gia thuyét 1a khi ngudi Hoa dén Viét Nam, nguoi
Viét ching ta xem nhu la khach nén goi 1a khach tru, c6 nghia la nguoi
khach dén tam tra. Ngudi Nam bo ta thudng phat ngon sao cho d& dai dé
n6i dé nghe nén tir tri tré thanh chd, mot budce gian di hoa hon nira dé
khéch tri tré thanh cac chi.

Ciing c6 nguoi cho 1 ngudi Hoa dén day 13 ba con véi ta bén noi,
nén ta goi ho la chu, trong khi d6 con chau ho goi nguoi 16n Viét Nam
bang cdu, bdi vi da sb nguoi Hoa dén day déu cudi vo Viét Nam...ba con
bén ngoai ma!

Tro lai cha dé ca lem cuc cuc...

Trua nang, My Tho vao mua hé ndng btic, con ngudi thuong coi
tran phe phay cai quat mo, tré con ra duong tim dén bong ciy me, cay dai
ngua, cdy ba dau...dé noé dla bdng nghe tiéng rao ca lem cuc cuc...mot
d0i hoi nude mat lanh cho co thé 12 I8 tat nhién:

- Ca lem!

Chii ban ca lem cho ngimg chiéc xe...dich vu lai bén duong. Thét
ra chi 1a mot cai thung cay hinh vuéng dai son xanh vung ve, trén mat
thiing ¢6 mat cai nap thiéc day 1én.

Mot cau bé bo cudc choi, chay ra 19, nhin chd Téeng, chi vao cai
thung:

- Cai gi vay?

- Ca lem méi da 10. Ca lem cuc, ngon dzdu len. An cdi dA? Xi
dz06? Néc dzura ha?

- Nudc dura di.

Chu Téeng mé nap thing ra, tir trong bay ra mot ludng hoi nude
lanh ngat phd vao mét 1am cho cu bé nhdy voi ra dé tranh. Cht dua tay
vao thang ldy ra mot ong thiéc hinh vudng dai, trat ra tir trong 6ng do
mot chat dic mau tréng sira, léy dao cit ra mot doan ¢6 6, 7 phan dung
hai cay tim ghim lai dua cho ciu bé rdi x0e tay, noi:

- Long xu!*

Cau bé tra tién, dua cuc ca rem vao miéng cin, ciu bong thét 18n
Troi! lanh qud! Nhung chat dudng, chit nude dira hda tan clng voi cai
lanh lanh ctia nuwéc d4, sao ma ngon dir vay. Cau bé nubt t6i dau, sudng
t6i d6. Cha Téeng nhin cau bé an c6 vé thich tha 1am:
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- Ngon dzdu len ha?

- Ngon! Ban cuc ntra di! La dira nghen!

- Ua! Lé dz666...ngon dzdu len.

Chi Téeng day xe di xa, trong khu phd im dng budi trua ciia My
Tho vao hé da xa ldm roi, nguoi dan nhu con nghe ving vang Ca lem cuc
Cuc ldy... Ca lem néc dzo luong cat, ld dz66, zi dz66 ldy. Ca lem ngon
dzdu len... Ngon tang cau ldy... Ca lem cuc cuc ldy....

Chu thich: Long xu 1& mét dong xu gid tri 1a 1/100 cia I dong
bac lic bdy gio va tinh theo don vi tién té thong thuong ciing 1a 1/100
cia 1 dong bdy gio.

3.- Keo duc.

Cach nay non thé ky, nhitng nguoi dén nay tho duoc trén tam
chin muoi, néu con minh man thi han khong quén keo duc.

Keo duc khong phai 1a keo kéo, keo kéo la hang sinh sau dé
muon. Lai vdi keo kéo c6 mot cai mui hoi...tdy con keo duc no co cai
mui hoi...ba tdu mot chut. Ca hai loai keo déu duoc 1am bang duong tan,
nhung cach lam c6 hoi khac, cach trinh bay ciing vay.

Keo kéo thi kéo dai ra rdi bé thanh khic. Keo duc thi dugc sip
trén mot mam bang thiéc va moi 1an mudn ban cho khach hang thi phai
ding mot dung cu bang kim khi giong gidng nhu cai dung cu cao rau bay
gio nhung 16n hon. Ngudi ta can thém mot thanh sit go nhe 18n dung cu
kia d4 dit trén phan keo mudn lay. Thua keo dugc duc ra, géi lai bang
gidy trao cho khach hang. Vi vay goi 1a keo duc. Con keo kéo phai kéo
dai va bé ra dugc nén goi 1a keo kéo. Pon gian vay thoi.

Ldc béy gi0, ngudi Viét Nam ta thuong dung dudng tan, van 1a
duong mia, ché bién theo 16i thu cong, db trong khudn, doi khé, trat ra c6
dang dap nhu trai than heo, san xuat tir cac ving xua kia c6 trong nhiéu
mia nhu Puc Hoa, Ptrc Hué, Trang Bang... Puong tan c6 vi ngot va
thom ddc trung cta no.

Sang sém cht Thoong day sém lui cui nhum lira dé thing duong.
V61 kinh nghiém lau doi, chu dung bao nhiéu duong, bao nhiéu nudc, Itra
cti 16n nho ra sao nhat 12 véi bi quyét nha nghé chi c6 bo thém maot chat
gi do cho keo thém don, thao trong miéng, dung mui keo dyc. Keo t6i,
cha ) vao mot cai mam tron, c6 thanh cao c¢ 1 tac, doi ngui, dung mot
tAm vai trang sach phii 1én, khong quén dem theo dung cu can thiét nhu
cdy duc, gidy goi keo cho khach hang va mét....cai lon trai vai dé dung
tién.
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Chu ding mot cai khin 1ong xay tron nhu cai ré dé ndi. 16t trén
dau trude khi dung hai tay dua mam keo 1én d¢i. Cha ra duong mot déi,
hai tay khdng can vin vao thanh mam Kkeo nita ma cam cay duc keo va
cay go dé ....go goi khach.

Tiéng g6 keo duc khac véi tiéng go hu tiu. Tiéng go keo bang hai
thanh sit nén giong trong va cao, mot tiét diéu kha vui van co trudng
canh nhat dinh. Cht Thoong véi tu thé nhu vay nhung di kha nhanh,
cling véi tiéng kéeng, kéeng, kéeng  1am cho khu phé séng dong hon.

- Keo duc!

Chu Thoong dap lai 161 goi hang ciia mot than chu trung thanh.

- Keo luc lay! Long xu ha?

Vira néi chua vira lay cai ghé xép mo ra dé trén 16 va dat 1én trén
mam Kkeo.

- Nura xu di! Cau bé dap.

- Choi ldt oi, méi mira hdang ma...

- O thoi, ddng xu di! Bura nay chu di som vay?

- Lam som li sém 1am ché di ché... Thum hoong?

- Thom!

Céau bé moc tai lay ra mot dong xu dwa cho chu, chu cim lay,
theo thoi quen chi tung dong xu 18n cao rdi bat 1y thay vao cai lon, vang
I&n ron ri tiéng léng kéng, 1éng kéng...Cau bé hoi:

- E ha?

- Méi ra ban ma, nj mo haang 10. Litng c¢6 chu éo ngé chéoo...

- Théi ban dat nghen cha Thoong.....

Cha Thoong di xa, khu phd con ving vang 4m thanh kéeng kéeng
quen thudc cua tiéng rao hang keo duc cua cha Thoong. Con ciu bé lai
c6 mot ky niém khac vé chi. S6 14 mdi lan chu Thoong thay dong xu vao
cai lon trai vai, ma néu nghe tiéng cach cach 1a chi ban dat, con nghe
tiéng léng kéng nhiéu lan 1a chl ban é, vi trong lon khéng cé nhiéu
XUu...(thung rong kéu to mal).

Chi ¢6 chi Thoong va chd bé than chi trung thanh nay, ca hai
cung nhau déng cam duoc niém vui budn khi nghe tiéng kéu léng kéng
hay cach cach, cua cai lon trai vai cua chit Thoong ban keo duc & dét My
Tho nay, cach nay non thé ky.

4. Hu tiu thoi xa xwa

Trén trai dat nay noi nao c6 ngudi Hoa 13 ¢6 hu tiu. Tir hu tiu
khong biét xuat xur tir dau vi nguoi Hoa ho khong goi hu tiu ma ho goi 1a
phdaanh, con hu tiu chi 1a chat bot dé 1lam phaanh. Do do6 an hu tiu ho goi
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la Xuc phaanh. Vao tiém hu tiu goi mot t6 ha tiu c6 thém xuong, goi la
dach co phaanh thim xuc xi-quach. Ngay xua nguoi Phép goi hu tiu 1a
soupe chinoise (stip Tau). Pén bay gio ngudi ngoai qudc dén My Tho an
hu tiu cling goi 1a soupe chinoise hay chinese soup.

Dén ngdy nay hu tiu ¢4 thanh mot tir Viét Nam va mon an hu tiu
nhu hu tiu x40 ciing thuong ¢6 mat trén ban &n cia chiing ta cung vai bun
(khd) xao 1am bang bot gao, bin tau bang dau xanh, tau hu ki ciing bang
du xanh, tau hu du céc loai clng Vvéi twong con goi la tuong tau lam
bang déu nanh.. .Tét ca cac loai thuc pham ndy déu c6 gbc tir cac ngudi
Hoa cé cuu.

Ly lich hii tiu dai dong thd vi nhu vy vi dén nay hu tiu tré thanh
mon an sang cua dong dao ngudi Viét Nam va ciing c6 nhiéu cira hang
hii tiu do ngudi Viét Nam ding ndu, trong khi d6 thoi xua 1a nguoi Hoa
doc quyén. Tuy nhién néu so sanh hu tiu do ngudi Hoa va ngudi Viét
nau, ta thay c6 phan khac nhau xa vé khau vi.

Nguoc dong lich sir, ta tré vé My Tho mét thé ky trude dé thuong
thirc ha tiu My Tho do ngudi Hoa chinh hiéu dtng nau. Cha Sbi, hu tiu
chd Sdi, véi mot chiée xe ba banh, co thanh vach ba bén, long kiéng Ve
du thir canh hinh trong truyén Tam Quédc nhu Quan Cong pho nh; tau,
Giang td cdu hén, Pwong Duwong trwong ban, Khong Minh toa
lau...giong rudi khap cac néo dudng thanh phd dé muu sinh, ma ciing dé
cho nguoi dan My Tho c¢6 dugc mot t6 hi tiu dam da. O giita xe 1a mot
thung nudc 180 boc hoi nghi ngit, nhiing thung, r6 nho dyng hu tiu, mi,
bot nan hoanh thanh, dau cha quay...(dé an kém véi mi, ha tiu), to chén
Up bén canh duia, mudng 16n xon véi lo nude tuong, xi dau, hot cai. .

Chi di ngang xe hu tiu chi S6i va khi nhin hinh anh chlec xe hu
tiu, nghe tiéng 16¢ cbc cua tiéng go moi khach, ngui tir thing nude 180
bdc hoi lan toéa mot hwong vi dic thi ...tt ca nhitng thir d6 tham vao cac
giac quan, khién cho ta kho cudng lai sy thém an hu tiu, ma phai 13 ha tiu
cia ch Soi.

Mot ngudi khach tip vao bén 18 duong 1ap tie dugc vo ong chu,
mot thim xdm lam lu vi sudt doi tat bat, 1dy mot cai ghé sét loai xép lai,
moi khach ngdi. Cha Sbi don da:

- A cdi lay Thay Ba xwe my dé? ( A...Thay Ba an chi?).

- Phaanh mi, thim xuc xi qudch...t6 t6 sui. (Ha tiu mi. An thém
xuong, nhiéu nhiéu nudc...)

- Hay la! (Pugc r6i).

Ludn ludn cha Sbi tra 101 véi khach hang du d6 khong phai mot

cau hoi, dé khach khong c6 cam giac bi bé quén. (Piéu ndy ta nén hoc).
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ChU Sbi vira ndu hu tiu vira 1am nham may cau hat ho gi d6 nghe
vui tai, trong khi thim Xi dung cay gé bang hai thanh tre lang bong vi
du thu ghét ban bam vao: mé heo, bot mi, Xi dau ke ca md hoi tay...co 1
nho véy ma tleng g6 cua hai thanh tre c6 giong tram bong dé goi khach:
Cdc cbe coe....coe. Code coc cde...cup. Mudn co dugc tiéng cup la
thuong d6, thim Xoi chi can ém chic ban tay vao thanh tre dudi, muén
c6 giong coc thi chi cin mé ra cho thoang.

- Maaan pho, phdanh xwec... thay Ba 1666...(Vo oi! Hu tiu thay
Ba ne!)

Thé 1a thim X6i nhanh nhen dén bung t6 hu tiu ndng hdi cho thay
Ba dang chay nuéc miéng trong doi tu nay gio.

- Hdu 166, thay Ba! (Ngon lim thay Ba!). Thim X0i moi khach.

Thay Ba dua tay dén lay t6 hu tiu, roi ding tay ndy xang tay 4o
tay kia, ché thém mot chut xi dau, gap thém mat it 1at ot, ndn vao mot ti
chanh, tron tron 18n...rdi gép mot dua kha 16n dua vao miéng, bat dau
nhai, nhai....Guong mit thiy do 18n vi nudc 180 néng, vi 6t cay, vi vi
gidc duoc kich thich, vi hoi nuéc 180 bdc 18n pha vao mit...thay hit ha
mot tiéng roi lai tiép tuc thudng thirc..Chi Xoi theo dbi thay dn va hoi:

- Hau lén thdy Ba?

- Hdu hdu, cho thém miéng xi qudch di.

- Maaan pho, xi quéch thém cho thdy Ba dn choi li.

Tiém hu tiu, xe hu tiu. ganh hu tiu cua nguoi Hoa tir xwa 1a nhu
vdy, dén bay gid van con trong ky trc ctia nhitng nguoi 16n tudi, véi it
nhiéu tiéc nudi cai huong vi cia mot mon an d4 tro nén dic thi cia mot
s6 dia phuong & Viét Nam, dic biét 1a & My Tho.

5.- Son dong mai vo

Ngay khi dén day, ngudi Hoa d4 du nhap nhiéu hinh thirc sinh
hoat van hoa nhu mua lan, son dong méi vo...

Son dong mii v8 von 1a mot t6 chire ban thude cb truyén, tap hop
Mot nhom nam muoi nguoi thuong la cung trong mot gia dinh. Ho Iuu
dong c6 tinh cach nhu giang hd mai v8. Bé quang céo cho thudc, ho
thudng phai maa v0, danh kiém, trinh dién ndi cong ma ho goi 1a xinh
ta...Tir Son Dong la vi ho toan la nguoi gbc tinh Son Dong, mot ving
rimg nui nguyén sinh, nén con c6 nhiéu cdy dugc thao dé bao ché thude
ndi tiéng. Thir trd vé véi mot doan Son déng mai vo biéu dién nhu thé
nao tai My Tho vao mua xuan nam At Hoi (1935).

Doan Son Dong méi v0 véi danh hi€u Son Pong Lam VO duong
tir Bac liéu dén cho My Tho dé mai v&: mia kiém, danh quyén, xinh ta,
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noi cong, 1am trd 4o thudt ...dé quang cao cho viéc ban thudc do ho bao
ché. Thubc cta ho gém du loai, da dang du thtr cho du cac thur binh: dau
lung, nhirc mdi, tirc ngue, ho dam, ho ton, dau bung sinh hoi thd ta, tric
chan, té cay, dung xe, bi ngudi ta danh....voi da tha thudc ruou, thude
dan, thuéc cao don hudn tan, ngodi ra ho con chuyén nhé rang.

Giita mot phién cho sang & My Tho, khi tiéng trong, tiéng chép
choa, tiéng phéng la vira vang 18n 1a mot sé dong ngudi dd vay quanh
doan méi v& thanh mot vong tron. Khéan gia gdm nhimg ba noi tro di
cho, nhitng cau thanh nién c6 hoc qua it nhiéu v0 thuat, nhimg ong 180
thuong bi dau lung, nhire mOI nhung déng nhit van 14 tré con hoc trd mé
man theo d6i ma quen ca tiéng trong truong.

Trong san khau 16 thién va bat dic di nay, phia tan cling c6 6 cai
thung cay kha to, chic ciing ning 1am con vuong vit nhitng diy chac
chang chit. C6 1& trong d6 1a thudc men, dao cu, kim khi, vd phuc...nghia
1a tAt ca tai san cuaa ho.

Ai ndy non nong cho doi doan biéu dién, trong khi d6 ong trudng
doan, van v0 phuc den, thit lung d6 di t6i di lui dé danh gia su 4i mo cua
khach dén dé co6 thé bat dau. Nhirng thanh vién con lai gbm gdém hai
thanh nién lyc ludng cling mac v0 phuc nhung mau xanh lam va mot co
gai d6 17, 18 tudi vd phuc den, chich khin nhidu, thit lung xanh, gidy vai
mau gach...nhung cai dang noi 1a co rat dep, cai dep cua nguoi con gai
tudi day thi, cai dep giang hd kiém khach trong nép vd phong, cai dep
huyén a0 trong doi mit u huyen tham tham..

- Ta 16 len....(d4nh tréng 1én) vién tmong doan vura ra linh xong
la trong, phéng la, chap choa...ndi 1én ting chap...tlng ting...xa, Cic
cic cic tlng ting...xa...phéng phéng...xa...

- Thwa quédi dng qudi ba, thiea long bau, thura ba con ¢é bdc, thira
anh chj em clng cac con nit nho...td 16 len...hém nay 10n ching toi lén
lay, trize 14 bdo dzién mua dzui...td 16 len...sau nita bdan thuéc cao lon
huon tan...td 16 len...

Tung tung...xa, phéng phéng...xa...

- Lé mé lau cho man bdo dzién bita lay, mét ¢6 gdi sé miia bai
Mai hoa kiém cho ba coon ¢o bdc coi choi. Ta 16 len....

Vira chim dut tiéng phéng la...1a co géi V6i cdp song kiém tur
trong nhdy ra gitra sdn nhanh nhen, duyén dang ngang mat nhin vé phia
trude, d6i mat rang ngdi, vong tay bai to. Mot trang phéo tay vamg doi
danh cho cd géi. Vut mot cai doi kiém dugc tung 1én cao va  roi xuong
dung vao cd gai, moi nguoi nin thd, nhung trong chop mat chudi klem da
nam gon trong tay co6 gai. Lai mot trang phéo tay nira cung véi tleng
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tréng, chiéng co I& 1am ntic 10ng ¢6 géi nén dudng kiém cua cd cang linh
dong hon. Luc tan thi nhanh nhu chép nhoang, lic thu thi viing nhu
thanh dong, phong thi bén hiru dé ché ngu bén ta trén dudi phan minh,
trude sau vimng chic.

cung véi tiéng trong chiéng cham dat, c6 gai da tro vé tu thé
dung tin tuyét voi véi hai ngon kiém dua cao. Khach xem méan nhan reo
ho vang doi. Co gai cti chao vaéi nu cudi cOn ngay tho bén Ién.

Trudng doan trg ra sén voi it nhiéu hanh dién:

- Ta 16 len. Ba coon coi qua man bdo dzién bita nay ciia chiing
t6i, coon nhiéu cdi hay hon lita. Trong khi cho loi coi lita, ta 16 len...chai
thude rwou son déng ciia bon heong bau ché hay tang cau... Ta 16 len...
Trdc tay trac chan, bi lanh bi thuong, té cdy lung xe...trong uéng ngodi
tha....Hay lam hay dziv lam.. Ta 16 len...Ba con coi lay...

Ong ta néi t6i day lién cam mot khic cay kha 16n danh manh vao
cudm tay mot cai, dua 1én cho ba con coi thiy do au sung vi.. Ong ta lai
ly chai thudc ruou thude d6 18n vét thuong xoa xoa mot chit 13y tay
chui sach dwa cuom tay 1én...nhu thuong. Moi nguoi vo tay tan thuong.

- Ba coon thcfy chua, hay dzéu len. Mot chai hai cdc,
hai chai ldy ba cdc théi... mai vé, mai vé...ta 16 len....tung ting....xa

Nhiéu ban tay cAm tién nhanh chong dua vao:

- T6i mot chai!

- TGi hai chai!

- T6i mot...

- Mai vé. Le tay thi con, chdm tay uéng ldm...mai vé...ta 16
len.. Lay ¢é ba ldy mot chai, mét chai cho ba hai..

Ong ta xem moi hét nguoi mua nén danh pha1 doi chlen thuat:

- Ba con xem lay...ta 16 len.. .mot lye s xinh td nam chiu hai ting
da xanh ndng dzdu len, mot nguoi cam cdi bua Idp [8n, 14 bé....ba con
litng 6 sor thang cha ndy hong cé sao ldu....ta 16 len...

Ctr nhu vay, sau mot man biéu dién 12 mot man ban thubc, hay
nhd ring cho dén khi moi khéan gia nh¢ cong an viéc 1am & nha, ra vé hét
bo lai doan mai v8 Son Pong, bo lai doan ngudi luu lac giang hd dén day
méai vO ban thudc khong biét vi kinh té hay nghé thuat. Chi biét, sau
nhitng cudc biéu dién vit va, gian nan ma tién ban thudc khong duoc bao
nhiéu, ca doan ngdi budn ngau nghién nhin vé phuong Bic xa lo xa lic,
con noi day thi tuong lai mit mo.. .COn riéng tac gia, dén bay gio van con
vuong van d6i méit cia ngudi con gai Hoa mla kiém trong doan Son
DPoéng mai vo tai cho My Tho nim xura, ty hoi by gid...thim xam ndy ra
sa0 va ¢ ddu ma ngam ngli tiéc nudi d6i mat ay vo cing.
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6.- Hat Tidu

Ngudi Hoa tly theo bang, mdi bang déu c6 mdt hinh thic van
héa ngh¢ thuat tuy thuan nhat Trung Hoa, nhung vé sic thai rat khac
nhau giéng nhu ngdn ngir cua ho vay. Cho nén ngudi Quang Dong c6 hat
quang, khong biét diéu ho quang ma sau nay cai luong phong theo d6 co
dung khong, nguoi He cing v@y. Riéng ngudi Tiéu hay Tiéu Chau hay
Triéu Chau ¢ Nam Ky & nhiéu tinh nhu Bac Liéu, Soc Trang, Cho
Lon...thuong hay 1ap ganh hat Tiéu. Nguoi Hoa ¢ My Tho dén ngay via
Ong tac 1a ngay cung Ong hay 14 ciing Quan Cong, mdi nam c6 dén hai
I& 14 ngay 13 thang giéng va thang 9 &m lich, thudng moi ganh hat Tiéu
vé hat cho ngudi Hoa 13n ngudi Viét xem.

Génh hét Tiéu ndy kha dong va trang bi tron ven cho cudc luu
dién tir dao kép, ban nhac, san khau, dao cu, trang phuc...day du. Dén
My Tho ho dung san khau trudc chta Ong & Phuong 8 bay gio, ngoi
chtia Ong Co nhét & day trén 300 nam. San khéu réat cao vi rat dong nguoi
xem vi mién phi. Tudng tich 14y trong cac truyén Tau nhu Viét Nam
minh ciing co dién, nhu Chung V6 bi¢m, Manh L¢ Quéan, Pich Thanh
chinh dong, Tiét Nhon Qui chinh Téy...nhung cac vé tudng kéo dai 18
thé gan tron bd truyén. Vi vy vo dién bat du tir 6 gio chiéu dén 6 gio
sang hom sau. Khan gia muon den xem chung nao ciing dugce, déi bung
vé nha an com hodc budn ngu ve ngu mot giac tro lai coi tiép. Nhac Tleu
nhac Quang...anh huéng rat nhiéu cho cac tudng HO Quang sau ndy &
mién Nam.

B. NGUOI PHAP

N6i dén ngoai kiéu & My Tho phai n6i cong dong nguoi Hoa 12
dong nhat. Ngoai ra con c6 nguoi Phap va nguoi An 1a hai loai ngoai
kicu khac, xin dugc di vao chi tiét sau day.

1. B6i Canh Lich Sir

La nguoi chiém ctr Viét Nam nén ngudi Phap 14 ngoai kiéu dong
tha hai sau Hoa kiéu. Phap kiéu & My Tho gdém: nhimg ngudi cam
quyén, dimg dau 12 tinh trudng (chef de province hay 1a administrateur).
V& ¢ong thy, ngay trong thoi gian ddu chiém dong My Tho, ngudi Phap
d4 xay ct dinh tinh truéng (hotel de ville) bay gid 1 nha khéch tinh. Sau
do 1a cac ty, so, thanh linh goi 1a thanh linh tdp dong tai duong Hung
Vuong bay gid 1a tinh d6i va bén kia lic bay gio ciing 1a thanh linh sau
d6 moi doi thanh binh vién va ngay nay 1a binh vién Pa khoa.

Xin mé mot diu ngodc nhé vui vui nhic dén thanh linh tap nay.
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Sang nao ciing vy, ding 5 gio rudi 13 tir thanh linh niy vang ra
mot diéu kén clairon danh thirc. Diéu kén niy sir dung trong quan doi cac
nudc, luon khich dong trong cac tran chién dudi cac diéu thic quan rong
rd. Nhung diéu danh thirc ndy nghe méi thanh quen, ching tdi nhimng tré
con, d4 nhan d6 sang tac ra mot “1oi ca” rat thich hop: “Thang ndo thite
chua, thang nao chuwa thirc. Thang nd0 chwa thire thang ndo thirc
chua...”

C6 tai liéu cho rang chiém dong xong My Tho ngudi Phap lién
Xay cit trudc dinh tinh trudng trén duong Bourdais (Hung Vuong) mot
bén la thanh linh va mot bén la binh vién la hoan toan sai. Khi hoach
dinh m6 hinh thanh phé My Tho, ngudi Phap rat quan tdm dén an ninh,
cho nén ho d4 chon noi dit thanh linh 13 trude dinh tinh truong, gdm hai
thanh linh hai bén duong Bourdais. Sau d6 tinh hinh an ninh kha quan,
ho hién thanh bén kia cho binh vién My Tho, chi con giir lai mot thanh
ddi dién ma thoi.

Ga xe lira va dodn xe sdp khoi hanh

Diéu ndy dugc xac minh 13 cach nay khong l4u, trude khi pha bo
binh vién cii dé x4y cat lai binh vién bay gi®, va méi hai nim rdi lai pha
thanh linh nay dé xay lai co quan quan sy, ngudi ta con thay 16 1a 161 kién
trdc thude dia ctia Phap véi hanh lang réng, nén nha san cao, suwon nha,
thang lau con dung gan chd khong phai sit cta hai toa kién trac mot bén
la thanh linh mét bén la binh vién la mgr. (Nha thuong Grall & Sai Gon
ciing ¢6 16 kién trac nhu vay, bay gio 1a binh vién Nhi dong 2, ngay xua
con goi 1a nha thwong Pon D4t ciing vi do thanh linh chuyén sang).
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Cung theo chan nha cam quyén Phép con cd nhimg ngudi Phap
kinh doanh (colon) nhu thang tdy hdng xang, thang tdy nha dén, thang
tay gop che...Toi xin ndi thém vé danh goi cac ngoai kiéu & Viét Nam
thoi bay gio nhu sau:

Nguoi Hoa duoc ta goi la... cha nhu chu chér ,chu ting, cha ba
dé thanh ba tau, thim Xuwoc. chi Thoong, (ngudi Hoa thudng goi nhau
bang t&n hay ho). Ngudi An do duoc ta goi 1a... anh, nhu anh bay, anh
bay ca ri, anh bay banh ré, anh bay cha va. Con nguodi Phap mic du 1a
thue dén, quyén cao chirc 16n ma ta lai goi 1a...thang, nhu thang tdy hang
xang, thang tdy kho bac, thang tdy gdp che... Khdng biét tai sao ta co
mot 16i phén biét trong 16i x4 giao nhu vay, vi nguoi Viét Nam ta rat can
trong trong 16i xung ho. Trd lai chuyén cta Phap kiéu.

Ngudi Phap & My Tho trong giGi cam quyén ho rat “chinh tri”.
Vao cubi thap nién 1930, My Tho c6 phong trdo Nam ky Khéi nghia, ho
cu Georges Catroux, dang vién dang x& hoi Phap 1am tinh truong tai My
Tho. Nhan ngay 18 ky yén & dinh Diéu hoa, dng ta dén 1& Than nhang dén
can than. Catroux sau duoc ctr 1én dén chirc toan quyén Pong Duong rdi
Algérie sau theo Charles de Gaule chdng Pirc véi chirc dai tudng, chét
vao ndm 1969. (Theo Larousse 1962).

2. Poi Song Nguwoi Phap Binh Thuong

Phap kiéu & My Tho, nhitng ngudi Phap binh thuong, ciing c6
ngudi cudi vo Viét Nam sdng trong cong dong Viét Nam nhung ho it khi
giao thiép véi ngudi Viét Nam ngodi nhitng cong chirc cao cip, nhung
thue su ciing khong thdy ho c6 hanh dong ky thi rd nét nao. Xin ké mot
vai chuyén vui:

- Thdng tdy tao c&o - bit chudc thoi xua goi nhu vay — that sy 1a
Mot trudng ty quan thué (hai quan) chuyén lung bat d6 1au thué hay cAm
san xuét trong d6 c6 rugu lau. Mot hom anh ta Ién Pdng Thap Muoi bét
ruou 1au. Dén noi, lang x4 clng voi dan dia phuong chiéu d4i anh ta bang
mot ctr nhau thit rla, thit ran, thit chudt...tung bimg. Trong bita tiéc anh
ta dugc moi udng mot thir ruou ma ngudi dan cho 13 ting cuong sinh luec.

Trude khi v&, dan trong 1ang con biéu anh mét keo ruou ting
cuong sinh lyc nay, dugc boc kin trong gidy can than. Anh da say tdy ldy
om ke ke keo ruou xem bo ddc y lam. V& dén nha ndm lin ra ngi cho
dén t6i tinh day, ba vo dam goi ra an com. Ngdi vao ban an, nh¢ ra nén
bao vo vao trong liy keo rugu ma nhitng nguoi ndng dan tot bung da
tang. Ba vo khé né bung keo rugu ra va chinh anh ta ham hé mo giay bao
ra cAm 1én dinh rot vao ly thi...bong nghe ba vo thét 1én mot tiéng kinh

29| Trang



hoang. Anh ta voi nhin vao keo rugu thi thidy gan nira keo toan
la....chudt con luc nhic d6 choét. T4i phién anh ta thét 1&n roi bit dau ya
6i dén tan mat xanh.

Nguoi Phap chiém dong My Tho dén nay trén mot thé ky rudi va
lich str d4 sang trang, tuy nhién ciing con dé lai trong ta mot it du 4m xau
t6t, vui budn. Nhung & day xin ké mot vai giai thoai dan gian kha tha vi :

- Trau gia khéng né dao phay

Mot thay gido lang, thay Dang, sau budi hoc sang, & lai truong dé
day budi chiéu. Trua thay vang mot cai vong trong 16p sau tim bang den
danh mot gidc. Hai gid, mot thanh tra nguoi Phap, 6ng Truchet, dén
truong dé “xét” thay. Hoc tro d4 dong du, /dang choi gion ngoai san, da
qua glo “déng hoc” ma thay gido....dau mat. Ong thanh tra nho thay tho
ky, thiy Nam, hoi hoc trd xem thay gido dau? Hoc trd thua 14 thiy con
ngu.

Thay tho ky vao 16p ra sau bang den thdy thay dang ngu ngon
lanh, danh thutc thay day va bao 1a c6 0ng thanh tra tay dén xét 16p. Ong
thanh tra phai doi thay thay ddi 40 quan twom tit méi ra chao minh nén
cling thiy.. .quao roi. Khi thay thay gido dung dinh di ra, 6ng thanh tra
trd mot trang tiéng tay dai nhing vai cai vé han hoc trach mang cua ké bé
trén. Bi xac-ca-ray (charger la xai Xué) trude mit hoc tro, thay giao nha
ta ndi déa 1én bao thang v6i ong thanh tra bang mot cau tiéng Phap
khéng kém phan hung hén:

- Moa xang phii tra quay dé. Tang pi toa. Moa vi-o- buyt-lo- no
cranh-pa cu-td. Com-pri? Phi I8-can! (Toi déch can 1am viéc. Ké ong.
Trau gia khdng né dao phay. Biét chua? Di di!). (...Vieux buffle ne craint
pas couteau)..

Ong tay gia nghe mot hoi tiéng tay co cai gi dao mac (cu-td tirc
la dao 1a couteau) trong d6, lai nhin vé mit ong thay gido dang gién d,
so thay gido dung dao chém minh nén dng ta ciing so ra vé khong dam &
lai xét 16p nita.

Vé vin phong, 6ng thanh tra thuat lai cdu noéi cia thay gido cho
cac thanh tra ngudi Viét Nam nghe va hoi c6 phai thay gido d6 dinh dung
dao ddm 6ng phai khong?, Ai nay rii ra cudi. ..

- Pho-mat

Mot ba & muén cho vo chong ong tay gid. Mot hom ong tiy bao
ba & mudn:
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- A-Ié mat-sé ac-so-té moa phé-mai. (Allez au marche, achetez
moi du fromage. Pi chg mua phé mat cho tao)

- Qudy mong-xir mé& phoé-mai coa? (Oui monsteur, mais fromage
quoi? Da, thua 6ng ma pho- mét nao?).

Nén nhé 1a ph6-mat (fromage) 1a moén an truyén théng cua ngudi
chau Au dic biét 1a nguoi Phap, giéng nhu nguoi Viét Nam minh thich
in mam vdy. Ciing nhu mam, pho-mat 1am bing tinh sta (b0, dé,
ngua...) dé cho 18n men cang lau cang tét tham chi 18n ca moc meo xanh
don 1dm khi ¢6 ca doi bo...nén bdc mot ther mui ma ngudi la khong chiu
ndi. Nguoi Phap chinh cong lai an nhirng th pho-mat cang ning mui
chirng nao cang thich chimg ay

Do d6 pho-mat ¢ nhiéu loai ching han ca-ring-be (carembert)
d4 12 nang mai rdi ma con nhimg thir khac con nang hon nita. (Cai thi
phé-mat hi¢u Con BO Cuoi ban ¢ Viét Nam, bén tay con nit cing khong
thém ¢n). Cho nén ba ngudi & khong biét ong chit mubén mua thir nio,
nhung hoi mai ma ngdn ngir bat dong, hai bén khdng nhat tri duoc 12 loai
ph6-mét ndo. Bong nhién ba ngudi ¢ co mét sang kién, bao gid cac ba
nha qué ciing c6 sang kién, 1a chi co cach nay moi biét 6ng chi mubn
mua loai ndo. Ba (xin 15i doc gid) kéo lung quan ra, tho tay vao trong,
doan dua ngodn tay tro cho ong tay gia ngui va hoi:

- Xe xa mong-xir? (C’est ca, monsieur? Phai thir ndy khong,
thua ong?)

Ong ta thich quéa d4p ngay:

- Xe xa, xe xa...a-lé quit! quit! (C’est ca — doc la xa, do chir ¢
thiéu mot dau - C’est ca!l Aller vite, vite! N6 ddy! N6 ddy! Bi mua nhanh
di!)

- Quit-so-mang...

Mot thing boi (thang nho gitp viéc) mot hom bo ba chu dam di
choi [éu long dau do. Khi vé nha ba dam goi lai 10n tiéng ray la:

- Boi, va U...cu don...tang-xiong....( Boy, oU vas-tu? Cochon.
Attention. Boi, may di dau dé, c6 son (con heo) ...coi ching diy!

Cau b¢ 1ém linh tra 161 mdt hoi:

- Moa a-Ié rong xa xa. Moa a-lé méng-xe, quit- X0-mang, ma- -dam
tang-X|0ng, ma-dam ciic-s8 a-vét....(Toi di...tiéu ma tir nay khong biét
noi tleng tay ra sao, nén chéra rong xa xa. Toi di ra mé séng cling khong
biét, lai ché ra... méng xe dé ...quit xo mdang nghia 1a quing xo mit. Ba
coi chimg ti nghe. ..toi biét ba clic —sé a-vét...I1a ba ngu véi ai...)

Ba dam nghe thang bdi néi mot hoi khong hiéu gi hét, nhung khi
nghe n6 ndi ba coi chung téi nghe, ba clc-sé a-vét.. (coucher avec... la
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ngu véi ai). Ba ta hoang hon sg né mét véi dng cha, nén nho nhe bao chu
boi:

- Xe tach-sé ! don-né toa in dvdch. Va tang. Gio tang pri. Thoi,
du roi. Tao cho may mot dong bac. i di...Tao xin may! C’est assez. Je
te donne une piastre. Vas-t-en! Je t’en prie!)

3. Di Tich Lich Si
- Lo vong dai

Tir 1862 nguoi Phap chiém dong My Tho dén 1945, thoi gian nay
ngudi Phap con dé lai cho My Tho dau vét lich st vé quan su, gido duc,
k§ nghé, kién trtc... nhu sau.

Dé phong tha My Tho chdng lai nghia quén cua ta, ho thiét lap ba
con dudng chién thuat. V& hudng Tay c6 hai con dudng vong dai ma ho
goi 1a Grande tour d’inspection nghia 1a Vong dai tuan tra I6n ma ta goi
1a 16 Vong Lén, sau d6 co tén 1a 16 Bd Dira tic 1a doan duong quéc 16 60
bay gid tir Trung An dén ddc cau Rach Midu. M6t con duong nita d6 1a
Petite tour d’inspection nghia 1a Vong dai tudn tra nhé ma ta goi 1a 16
Vong Nho tirc 1a duong Tran Hung Pao bay gio.

Vé huéng Pong c6 mdt con duong khac ma dan gian goi 1a Lo
Ma. Ngudi Phap ding ba con duong ndy dé dém dém ho c6i ngya di tuan
tra.

- Pwong xe lira Sai Gon — My Tho

M3 Tho c6 nhiéu cong trinh lich st hang dau cua Viét Nam vé
tinh thoi gian ciing nhu tam voc qui mé nhu Trudng Trung Hoc My Tho,
Puong Xe Lira My Tho, Hang xang, Cau Quay...

Puong Xe Lira My Tho-Sai Gon dugc nguoi Phap khoi cong
thiét 1ap vao thang 11 nam 1883 va duoc khanh thanh vao ngay 20.7.
1885 dai 71 km. Péy 1a con duong xe lira dau tién khong phai ¢ Viét
Nam ciing nhu ctia Déng Duong. N6 xtng dang 14 cot mdc dau tién trong
lich sir duong sat Viét Nam.

Sau d6 con duong xe ltra Phu Lang Thuong-Lang Son méi duoc
khoi cong vao thang 5 ndm 1890 va hoan thanh vao cudi thang 12 nim
1894. Ngay 1 thang 1 nim 1908 m&i bat dau thiét 1ap dudng sat Ha Noi-
DPong Pang dén bién gidi Viét Trung. O mién Trung con dudng sit Sai
Gon Khanh Hoa sau d6 dén Nha Trang khai cong 1904 hoan thanh 1913.
Con dudng sit c6 ring cua dé leo nui (crémaillére hay roue dentée), mot
k§ thuat rat hiém co trén thé gidi, 1a con duong sit Sai Gon - Khanh —
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Hoa - Pa Lat qua Phan Rang duoc khéi cong tir ndm 1903 méi d¢én nim
1930 méi hoan tat.

Noi nhu vay dé thay con dudng sat My Tho - Sai Gon la con
duong sat mé dau cho tuyén dudng sit danh tiéng boéng Nam A, 1a con
duong st xuyén Viét tir Lang Son dén M§ Tho budc dau dé dén Ca Mau
dai 2.400 km. Nhung tiéc thay doan duong My Tho-Ca Mau khong thuc
hién duoc.

Tir Sai Gon dén My Tho c6 tat ca 13 ga (gare tirc 12 tram) gém c6
ga Sai Gon, ga An Bong (chi c6 khi thanh lap chg An Pong Quéan 5 vao
nam 1956), ga Chg Lon, ga Phi Lam, ga Binh Dién. ga Binh Chanh, ga
GO Pen, ga Bén Lirc, ga Tan An, ga Tan Huong (cOn goi 12 ga 6ng Tao)
ga Tan Hiép, ga Trung Luong chot hét 12 ga My Tho cOn goi 1a ga cubi
cung (terminus). Trong so6 chi ¢6 7 ga chanh 1a Sai Gon, Chg Lén, Binh
Chénh, Bén Ltc, Tan An, Trung Lwong va My Tho. S& di ¢6 ga chanh ga
phu 12 vi ¢6 nhiing chuyén xe toc hanh thi khéng ghé vao ga phu.

Dau tién xe hra (tau hoa) 14 mot doan toa hay va-gdng (wagon)
cho hanh khach, va c6 loai va-gdng ché hang héa, sic vat .. dugc kéo bai
mot ddu may chay bang hoi nudc. Poan dudng xe ltra Sai Gon — My Tho
71 km chay trong khoang hai tiéng rudi ké ca cac dot ghé ga. Puong ray
(rail) xe ltra M Tho rong 1 m, ¢ noi khac chi c6 0,8 m. (Bén bay gio
thi qua lac hiu vi dudng ray thé gigi ngay nay phai rong 1,4 m).

Vao nam 1937 c¢6 loai 6-t0-ray (autorail tic 1a 6 t0 chay duong
ray) b sung chay xen ké v6i ddu may chay hoi nuée. O-t6-rdy c6 may
chay bang dau can, khong c6 dau may thoé kéch nhu xe lira (giéng nhu
cac dau xe bus by gi®), trang nha hon, ém hon, céu trac toa xe dep hon,
bang ném sang trong hon, tbc do nhanh hon...n6i chung hién dai hon
(dén bay gid van con thiy st dung & cac nudc tdy phuong)

. Puong xe Itra Sai Gon - My Tho ton tai cho dén nim 1958 duoc
phé bd nhuong chd cho viée ndi rong qude 16 4 (quoc 16 Al). (Khdng
phai vi chién tranh nhu mot tai liéu da noi).

- Hang Xéang

Nam bo xua 1a mot ving dat day song rach nhung lai thuong bi
phu sa cua song Cuu Long phu 1ip, Ngoai ra Dong Thap Muoi von c6
mot tiém ning kinh té to tat nhung lai ngap ing vi nude phen Dé khic
phuc céc trd ngai nay ngudi Phap c6 mot hé thong qui mo dé nao vét cac
long song va dao kinh thoat nudc phén cho Pong Thap Muoi.

bo la So dao kinh va ngo vér song rach ma nguoi Phap goi 1a
Service de draguage dan gian goi 12 hdng xang. Co so ndy rat qui mo,
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mot thira dat trén méy chuc mau chiém ca vung déat caa Thu Vién Tinh
duong Tét Mau Than tir duong Lé Thi Hong Gam dén duong Ly Thuong
Kiét va xubng tan duong Nam Ky Khoi Nghia bay gio 1a Nha Vian hoa
Trung tam.

B

Cdy da va cau tau dng Chanh

Héng Xang niy 1a mot xuong ky ngh¢ dd so va thiét thyc nhit ¢
Viét Nam dé dap ung cho nhu cau giao thong, kinh té, throng mai, nong
nghép, moi truong...cho ving dat dac thd Nam Bo. Cach nay 100 nim
My Tho da c6 mét hang xang voi mét qui trinh ky nghé cao, voi 4 chiéc
xéang (ngudi Béc goi 12 tau cudc) to sim sdm nhu nhitng nha lau, chuyén
dao, nao, vét, hit, xac...kinh rach song ngdi...hoan toan van hanh bang
co gii. Hé thong xang nay hoat dong trong khip Nam Ky luc tinh nhat
1a dao kinh vira thoat phén cho Péng Thap Mudi vira phong tranh lut 10i,
vira cai tao méi trudng, vira cho van chuyén dudng thuy. ..

Nhimg con kinh dai thang tip chia ngang x¢ doc trong Pong
Thap mai dén bay gio van con tac dung hitu ich vé moi 1anh vyc cho
mién Dong bang song Ciru Long.

- Mot vai miu kién tric

Nhitng di tich ctia ngudi Phap dé lai rat nhiéu nhat 1a cac cong
trinh kién trac. Nhung rat tiéc sau thang 4.1975 vi nhu ciu cai tao? !
thanh phé da pha bo mot sb. Xin ké mot vai di tich con lai nhu sau. Ngbi
nha Cau lac b nguoi Phap (cercle francais) dung lam noi giai tri cho
nguoi Phap trén 100 nam nay van nguy@n ven va giit duoc nét kién trac
doc d4o tan ky. D6 1a ngbi nha ngdi co nhiéu noc, & dua bo soéng, trude
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1975 14 cin cr hai quan, nay thudc vé hé thong nha hang Chuong Duong.
Nguoi Viét Nam cling c6 mot cau lac bo riéng (cercle annamite) khong
con nira, bay gio 1a noi toa lac cua Céng doan tinh.

Cha thich: Annamite, thay vi la vietnamien tic 1a Viét Nam, la
tiéng tinh tir thoat thai tir tr An Nam ma khi ngudi Phap méi dén biét
nudc ta qua nuéec An Nam. Nhan dan ta bat man véi 161 goi va viét nhu
viy nhung méi dén gitra thé ky XX, tir ndy m&i bi x6a s6. Ciing vay ho
goi dai Truong Son la Chaine Annamitique tac 1a dai nai chay xudi theo
Xt An Nam.)

Dinh tinh truong ngudi Phap goi 1a “hotel de ville” xay dung
ciing trén 120 nam theo 16i kién trac thuge dia (style colonial) nghia 12 161
kién triic chau Au nhung c6 cai tién sao cho thich hop v6i xtr nong, nhiéu
mua gi6 dién hinh Ia ¢ hanh lang rong che mua do ning, ctra 14 sach cho
thong gio...Ciing nhu ngdi truong Trung hoc Nguyén Binh Chiéu xay cit
tir nam 1879 ciing theo 16i kién tric thudc dia d6, c6 hanh lang rong cé
Ctra 14 sach...

Ké ca cac biét thu tu nhan nhu nha cua ong Jacques Lé Vin Puc
sau ban lai cho Pbc phu Tién, sau dé lai cho nguoi con ré 1a Bac si
Nguyén Kiéng Ba sau nua dé lai cho con r& 1a Béac st Tran Quang Minh
va bay gio 12 nha Bao tang tinh. O trong ngdi nha niy troi néng khong
thay nong, troi lanh khong thiy lanh vi tir nén nha, néc nha, tuong nha
déu cach ly v6i moi thay ddi thoi tiét bén ngoai. Ngbi nha nay that 1a mot
di san tiéu biéu cho mot 18i kién truc trong mdt giai doan lich su cua
Thanh phé My Tho, dang dugc bao ton.

Ciing nhu ngdi biét thy cia Pdc phit Luong ¢ Phuong 4 sau
1.5.1975 con nguyén hién trang, trude la duong 16 sau la séng rong, da
phai d& di nhuong chd cho dai truyén hinh chi c6 tinh thyc dung ma thiéu
tinh my thuat ma ngdi nha cii da co.

Ngb6i nha ma nguoi Phap dung lam bung-ga-16 (bungalow) mot
loai khach san - nha hang mét traim nam vé trude, biy gio 14 mot bd phan
cua nha sach Tong hop, d6i dién véi cong vién Thi Khoa Huén, 1a mot
cong trinh kién trac ¢ dién, nguy nga dép tmg v6i khi hau nhiét déi, voi
hanh lang that rong che béi mot vom cung nhe nhang. Céi hanh lang nay
1a nét dic thu cho 16i kién trac ndy. Vay ma khi néi rong 10ng 1& duong,
d4 phé bo n6 di dé no tro thanh tro trén dén t6i nghép, trong nhu con ga
bi cit canh. Trong khi d6 & Sai Gon, nha hang Majestic dau duong Pong
Khoei, (Catinat, Ty Do) ciing day ra bo song, cung y mot 161 kién trac
niy, van duoc gitr nguyén trang va dén bay gid van 1a nha hang — khach
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san hién dai 5 sao, mang ddu an c6 kinh ma khach nudc ngoai rat yéu
chudng.

- Cau Quay

Cau Quay My Tho nguyén thiy 1a mot cong trinh Eiffel. (Kién
trac su, tac gia thap Eiffel va hau hét cac cong trinh Kién tric bang sit
thép & Phap ciing nhu ¢ Viét Nam trong d6 c6 cau xe lira Bén Lirc, Tan
An, cau Ham Rong ¢ Thanh Hoa... va cau Quay nguyén thuy ctia My
Tho.) Cau Quay My Tho la mét céng trinh doc ddo khong nhiing & Viét
Nam ma ca the gioi cling khong may chiéc ¢6 16i kién trac nay.

Cay cau ndy xay cat trude thé ky XX hoan toan bang sit co dic
diém 1a nhip gitra ¢6 2 doan roi nhau, khi ha xuong la xe ¢§ va nguoi ta
qua lai. Khi can 1 hai doan cta nhip gitta duogc tach ra va cit Ién cao nhu
noc nha dé c6 do cao cho tau bé qua lai.

Ciing nén biét qua trude khi co bé-tdng cdt sit, thép, ngodi gach
da...cac cong trinh déu dugc thyuc hién bang sat thép. Cong ty Eiffeil 1a
bac thay trong thé gidi vé cong trinh ny. Xin néu ra nhimg mé hinh cau
bang sat thép trén thé gidi cach nay vai thé ky dé thay My Tho ta ciing co
dugc mot cong trinh doc dao nhu vay.

Céu Quay My Tho theo 16i mé& 1én cao nhu d4 trinh bay, I8 ra
khdng goi 14 cau quay ma goi 1a cdu md (pont ouvert). Con hé théng cau
Tower bridge, Cau Thdp qua sdng Thames ¢ Luan Pén c6 dic diém 1a
nang nhip giita duoc nang 1én cao dong bd do hai thap hai bén, khi tau bé
qua lai thudc loai cau ndang (pont levant). Mot loai cdu sét nira 1 hai nhip
gitta ndm can ddi trén madi tru hai bén, khi tau qua, hai nhip d6 dugc van
chuyén xdy ngang do mot truc & giira. Loai cau nay mdi chinh la cau
quay (pont tournant). Van con mot loai cau nita goi 1a cau rau (pont de
bateaux) khong phai cu cho tau déu, ma van la mét chiéc cau béc sang
song, nhung nhip gitra thay vi nam trén cot cau, trai lai nam trén hai
chiéc tau, mdi bén mot Chlec thé cho cot cau d& 2 nhip cau, khi €0 tau
qua lai, hai chiéc tau niy né may ch¢ theo 2 nhip gitta tach khoi cau me,
nhuong chd cho giao thong, xong tré lai vi tri cti cho xe ¢§ qua lai.

Cay Cau Quay sap vao nam 1938, dugc xay cat ngay sau d6 bang
bé tong Cot st va den nam 1985 dugc pha di va xay cét lai ciing bing bé
téng cot sat, dU vay van con mang tén Cau Quay khién cho nhimng ngudi
I6m tudi chanh nhé dén cdy cau Quay ngay xua.

Xin ké lai mot giai thoai khong lién quan dén Cau Quay nhung
lién quan dén ong chii chiéc xe bi tai nan sap cau.

36|Trang



Cau Quay My Tho sap do hai doan cua nhip gitra sym xubng

khong gay thiét hai nao vé& ngudi va cua, chi c6 mot chiéc xe hoi
“traction” (goi xe traction 12 do hé thdng may van hanh theo k¥ thuat

traction avant nghia 1a van hanh tir banh trude thay vi banh sau). Xe
traction nay thuc ra 12 cua hiéu Citroén mot hiéu xe truyén théng cia
Phap ma nguoi Viét Nam xua cOn goi 1a xe “mu riia”) cua ong Hoi dong
Thuong & Cho Gao bi nan ¢ gitta cau, nhung muc nudc cling 1¢ dé ngap
xe thdi khong gay thiét hai ndo.(Hoi dong nay 1a mot loai hoi dong tinh
do chi dinh chd khong do dan cur - conseiller provincial)

MGt giai thoai vui vui:

Ong Hoi dong Thuong con duoc dan gian dit cho cai biét danh
“Hoi dong Hai cat chin”. S6 1a 6ng hoi dong ndy rat gidu ¢d & Cho Gao
(con 6ng hau hét déu 1a hoc sinh truong NDC) nhung c6 tinh tiéu pha rat
k§ va cd tinh toan. Mot hom 6ng di xe hoi qua bic Cho Gao dé di My
Tho, Bic cip bén 6ng tra tién qua bac 18 ra 1a 3 cic (mdi cic 10 xu) theo
gia qui dinh. Ong dua cho phu béc 3 cic nhung bao thém:

- Ch em théi lai cho qua 1 xu di.

Anh phu bic hoi lai?

- Thua 6ng sao vay?

Ong Hoi ddng vui vé bao:

- Thi dé 1én My Tho, qua udng trd Hué vay ma!

Tu do6 ong hoi déng dugc ménh danh 1a “Hoi déng hai céc chin”

- Thap nudc

Ngoai ra, hai thép nude ¢ dau duong Clémenceau, bay gio la
duong 30.4 gan cau bic cii, mot bang st trén 120 nim, mot bang bé
téng cdt sit cling gan 80 nam, trudc kia co tac dung ding 4p xuat tu
nhién dua nudc cung cap cho ca thanh ph, bay gio khong con sir dung
nita, nhung ciing 12 mot di san kién trac dang gin gi.

Quang canh rat tam thudng véi ngudi vo tinh, nhung néu 1a mot
cur dan My Tho ¢6 dip 1én cau Bic vao 16i 3, 4 gio khuya nhat 12 vao mua
thu, nhin con tring lo limg trén nén troi d8m mong lung swong khoi, treo
chénh chéch trén tim cao cua hai thap nudc. Khach thira nhan véi cai
lanh lanh se da nhin Ién, troi trang hoa quyén trong ngon gié nhe cia dai
truong giang gitra d8m khuya tinh véing, thi sudt doi khong bao gio quén
duogc canh nén tho nay.

Quang canh nay dd mé hoic toi nén khi ta canh hiru tinh cia My
Tho t6i khong thé nao bo qua nén da viét:

“....Dén Hing Vieong nghe ve kéu vio ha
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Pém thu 1én Cau Bdc nhin thap nuéce tring treo
Theo duwong lang vao GO Cét tim cd hang mia

Thap nudc

Thao nao khi hoa binh tré lai toi
c6 gap mot ngudi Phap 16n tudi
d& tung 1am viéc & My Tho nay
tré lai tham chén cdi. Toi héi
6ng khi vé Phap, cai gi 1am cho
6ng nhé My Tho nhét. Ong bao:
" - Chang phai nhé ma thoi, doi
B8 | VG t6i con 13 mot moi tinh hoai
huong. D6 1a hai cai thap nudc.
(Non seulement un souvenir,
mais  plutdt un  sentiment
nostalgique: les deux chateaux
d’eau).
Thap nuéc kiéu ndy o Phan
Thiét van con va dugc dija
phuong xem 1a biéu tugng ciia thanh phd.

Thién truyén chua kip rdo mitc thi mgt chuyén khéng vui cho sé
phdn cua thap nucc My Tho. Do la ngay 10 thang 1 nam 2010, ngay cao
chung cua thap nuwoc My Tho, no da bi phad hity sau 100 nam hién dién
noi manh ddt nay.

- Trwdmg Trung Hoc Nguyén Pinh Chiéu

T6i viét mai vé ngdi truong Nguyén Dinh Chiéu ma sao ti van
con mudn viét. Ngudi Phap dén My Tho vao nim 1861, dén nam 1879 1a
truong College de My Tho duogc xay dung voi 161 kién trc thudce dia
(style colonial) nghia 1a mot 16i kién trac theo chau Au nhung stra d6i
cho thich hop khi hau mién nhiét d6i nong birc, c6 hai ngon gié mua va
mua mua kéo dai dén 6 thang.

Do vay, tran nha cao, noc lop ngoi, tuong day, co hanh lang rong,
nén cao vi dét con thap, ctra di va cira sd nhiéu Va rong bang hé thong la
sach cho thong gio....Day truong dau tién xay CAt Vi suon va cot bing
gan. Sau d6, hai ddy nam, bic duogc xdy cat hoan toan bang gach, nén xay
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da xanh 16t gach tau, tran nha bang cay thé co gach cach am, t6 voi, hanh
lang rong rdi trd ra san voi nhimg mai vOm vong cung...trong that cb
kinh dting 13 noi ciia Ctra Khong San Trinh.

Mot cong trinh kién tric doc ddo mdi gan mot trim nim sau van
tro gan cung tué nguyét. Noi ddy di dao tao hang trim thé hé hoc sinh
khong chi cho My Tho ma cho ca Nam ky luc tinh (Truong Trung hoc
Can Tho ra doi sau rat lau). Nghe dau, hién nay truong duogc quy hoach
dé xay cat lai hoan toan, nhung hai day lau cii ndy van gitr nguyén, dong
thoi todn bo cac ddy méi tan tao van noi theo 16i kién tric cii cua né.
Mong thay!

C.- NGUOI AN

Nguoi An dén Viét Nam thuong duoc goi 13 ngudi Cha hay Cha
va vi ta c6 thé 1am 14n voi nguoi Gia va (Java) vén di 1a gidng dan Po-li-
né-si-a (Polynésia), ngusi Nam Duong hay Anh-d6-né-si-a (Indonesia),
nguoi Ma Lai (Malay3|a) .cliing ¢6 dén Viét Nam ma ngiy Xua ta
thudng goi la nguoi “mién duwdi”. Nguoi An va nguoi Mién Duéi gidng
nhau & chd d6i mii dng, mic xa rong, nhung nude da ngudi An den hon
ngudi Mién Dudi.

Ngudi An tir An Do dén My Tho ldc bay gio phan 16n trong lnh
thé thudce thude dia caa Anh néi tiéng Anh, con ngudi thude Pondichéry
vén 1a thudc dia ciia Phap néi tiéng Phap. Ngoai ra ho cé hai ton giéo
hoan toan khéac nhau, xung khic nhau nhu nuéc véi lira: Nguodi An theo
An giao va nguoi An theo Hoi gido. MAi dén nim 1947, ngudi Anh tra
quyén doc 1ap cho An D6 va vi sy tuong phan cua hai ton gido nén An
Do dugc chia ra 1am hai: An Do (Inde) theo An gido va Pa-kit-ting
(Pakistan) theo Hoi gido nhu ngay nay. Tuy nhién sy xung khic ton gido
nay van con am i dén bay gio. An kiéu & Mién Nam dén nam 1967 thi bi
truc xuat vi Iy do chinh tri va sau thang 4.1975, An kiéu khong con c6
mit & My Tho, ngoai trir con chau cua ho, rat it, gio da 1a nguoi Viét
Nam.

Béan vai

An kiéu hay Hoa kiéu dén Viét Nam van cling chung mét muc
dich 12 1am giau nhung mdi ngudi mot phuong thirc khac nhau va mot 16i
séng khac nhau. Néu nguoi Hoa chuyén vé dau tu mai ban qui mo, cho
dén nhiing co s& budn ban nho 180 téo trong cong dong lao dong Viét
Nam, thi An kiéu chi chi truong lam 4n 16n & cac d6 thi va chl trong vao
may nganh nhu mua ban vai soi to lua, cho vay, dau thdu cho va do...
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M§ Tho thud bay gio, tai duong Trung Trac tir doc cau Quay vao
cho toan Ia tiém vai soi, to lua ma la tiém rat 16n kia, cta nguoi An
Trong tiém hai bén tuong trong ti kiéng toan 13 hang to lua dat tién da sd
nhap tir An nhu Bom - bay (Bombay), Bong-di—sé-ri (Pondichéry) Céac-
so-mia (Cachemire)...Ho khong hé ban san phdm nao khac hon 1a san
phdm cta ho. Va0 tiém vai cia anh Bay. ta thuong goi ngudi An nhu
vdy, va anh Bay s& n6i mot trang tiéng Viét nhu thé nay Arrr thay Hairrr
(hay cd Hai hay anh Hai hay ba Hai... ai ciing tht hai ca) muarrr di
corrr durrrr thierrr hang rrrrtotrr,,,hangrrr Bombayrrr Pondichéry
reeee, Cat so mia rrrrrr, YYCrérrrr lam, rrremmm lam rrrrday ...

Anh Bay ngoi trén b van, tay cam cdy thudc ty, 1ét t6i 1ét lui
trén bo van d6 dé do vai ban cho khach, dén d6i bd van 1én nudc bong
luong.

Chetty

Mot nghé khac, nghé cho vay. Nhirng ngudi cho vay nay c6 dong
thué cho nha nuéc nén duge goi la cha sét-ty (chetty). Khdng biét cho
vay co cat co hay khong ma nhing dién chii Viét Nam can tién dén vay
tién déu mat ca ruong dat. (Xin xem H6 Biéu Chanh). Tuy nhién ciing
nhu & moi tang 16p x4 hoi, anh Bay nao nghéo ciing bat budc co nhiing
nghé lam Iy, co cyuc...nhu ban banh ré, banh cay, dau rang, nhang
thom...d3c san cia nguoi An.

Hoa kiéu hay An kiéu déu c6 mong 1am giau nhu nhau nén déu c6
tinh than vét chay ra nuéc. Nhung anh Hoa kiéu khi rung rinh roi thi
cling tiéu pha an choi phung phi, ciing mudn ném mui phd qui vinh
hoa...con chau Tan Thi Hoang ma!

Con anh Bay thi khong. Anh luén ludn 13y ciu ngan ngit An sau
day lam kim chi nam Khdng c6 gi dé hon lam giau! (That vay, 1am giau
dé hon hoc 1am ctr nhan, tién si nhiéu 1dm). Cho nén khdng phai ho tiét
kiém hay ha tién ma 1a keo kiét dé c6...nhiéu tién. Ta khong hé thay mot
anh Bdy nao di xe kéo, di xich 16, di bo va di b9...khong hé thay anh Bay
nao ngoi quan ngdi 18u...doi bung vé nha n com ni khong ton tién..
khong thdy anh Bay nao moi khéach dén nha choi, 15 duong toi gi ngu
khéch san, anh Bay vao chiia An hay chtia Hoi ngu cho ...tién va c6 noi
doc kinh...

Lay chong An, hay Hoi

Mot dic tinh nita ctia nguoi An 1an ngudi Hbi 12 giit vo kin 1dm.
Ho ciing cudi vo Viét Nam nhung khi nguoi vo Viét Nam vé voi ho roi
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la d4u kin trong nha khéng hé duoc cho ra ngodi, thim chi khong cho ra
tiép khach. Toi co quen mot ngudi Hoi co v Viét Nam trude kia budn
ban & Sai Gon. Sau khi hoa binh, nhu nhitng ngoai kiéu khac, gia dinh
anh phai vé Pakistan. Thé ma khi t6i c6 dip di Phap vo chong anh moi toi
dén nha anh chi choi ¢ Saint Denis, mdt khu ngoai 6 cua Paris co rat
nhiéu ngudoi Hoi.

Chi ké t6i nghe: Anh biét khong anh dy duwea téi vé Pakistan & qué
danh tai thanh phé bién Karachi. Téi khéng néi dwoc tiéng cua anh, hai
Vo' chong chi néi chuyén véi nhau bang tiéng Phdp cho nén ¢6 su do ky
ghé gom giita gia dinh anh va t0i. Ho xiic pham toi dir lam. Téi khong cé
quyén buéc 18n ché tho phwong, khéng dwoc ra nha truée, lan qudn sau
nha duci. Tham chi t6i ¢6 mot ba ban Viét Nam ciing co chong nhuw toi,
nha chi ddu vach véi nha t6i, hai chi em muon néi chuyén véi nhau chi
con biét lén tréo twong qua ma thoi.

Chiu hét néi, t0i méi néi véi anh chong téi mét la di Phép hai la
t6i vé Viét Nam. Thé 1a vor chong va cé&c con toi sang Phap méi gap anh
ddy. Néu ¢ bén (bén Pakistan) chdc con khuya méi gap anh.

) Ta thuong 13n 16n nguoi An va nguoi Hoi. O My Tho co nguoi
An 13n nguoi Hoi. Nhung chi ¢6 mot ngdi chila Hoi hién nay van con &
duong Trinh Hoai Puc, Phuong 2.

Ngbi nha ciia Bach Cong tw Phudc Georges,
dwong Dinh B Linh, My Tho
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MY THO XUA (1861-1945)
TRONG NAM KY LUC TINH

PHAN BA

111 - DI SAN VAN HOA

e VIET NAM
e KHMER
o HOA
e PHAP
VIET NAM
A - LE HOI

Qua phong tuc tap quan tr ngan xua, nguoi Viét
Nam ta da c6 duoc mot nép séng van hoa véi mot
tinh than hudng thién. Cho nén bat ctr & dau ciing
c6 nhimg cong trinh thd phuong dé cho ngudi
dan nam nit ¢6 co hoi tu tAm sira tinh, trau gidi
dao duc, nang cao phdm hanh, trong than twong
al...

Do 1a: Tét Nguyén Dén, Cing Dinh, Trai dan ¢
Chua, Cung Miéu, Lé Nha Tho

Mdi noi c6 mot chii truong khac nhau. Chua 1a noi tho Phat, mot
x4 mot 1ang ¢d thé c6 mot, hai hay ba ngdi chua. Dinh 1a noi tho Than va
mot xa hay mot lang chi c6 mot ngdi dinh ma thdi, ciing c¢6 nhiing xa
nhitng 1ang thanh 1ap sau nén khong c6 dinh. Miéu 14 noi thd “Ba” hay
Mot vi nao d6 c6 anh huong tam linh trong mot pham vi han hep cua mot
ving, mot 4p, mot xom... do vay midu rat nhiéu & khip noi va xét vé
phuong dién kién trac, midu con don so hon dinh, chia. Nha Tho Thién
chia gido c6 mit & mién Nam Viét Nam cu thé 12 & Ba Gidng thudc ving
Nhi Qui, trAn Pinh Tuong trén 400 nam. Di tich md ma, mo bia nhirng
tin ¢ Thién Chua Gi4o van con.

Mdi noi c6 mét dire tin vé quan diém thd phuong riéng nén I8 hoi
mdi noi cling khac nhau. Chua, ngoai nhitng ngay 1€ Phat hang nam, vao
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ngay ram thang bay con c6 I& Vu Lan ciing trong ngdy nay chlia con to
chirc ngdy cau siéu va xa téi vong nhan. Dinh, hang nam ciing c6 ba 18
cang, nhung 1& Cing Dinh con goi 1a 1¢ Ky Yén la quan trong nhat
Mi&u, ngodi cac ngay soc vong, ngay Tét con co 1é Cang Midu dé ciu an
lanh sung tuc cho dan trong vung trong xom. Giao Hoi Thién Chla Giao
la mot t6 chire t6n gido lau doi, co to chirc, ¢6 tai chanh nén vé sau co
nhitng nha tho qui mo, hoanh trang rap theo nhiing nha tho bén chau Au.
Nha Tho hang nam c6 nhiéu 18 trong nhu 1& Giang Sinh, 1& Phyc sinh va
cac cap vo chong méi cudi déu phai vao day dé 1am 18 hon phdi. Chir ky
hon phéi trong nha thd quan trong hon chit ky hén thi ngoai doi.

Ta thir tr& vé My Tho xa xua v6i nhitng 18 hoi nay.
1.- Tét Nguyén Pan
Tét My Tho nim Canh Ngo, 1930.

- Gia dinh véi Tét. Nhiing ai sinh tir nam 1940 tré vé trudeddéu
c6 mot ndi nhé nhung, tiéc nudi, mot niém hoai cd khong ngudi vé nhiing
ngay Tét nim xua gid day chi con la ky niém. That vay, nguoi Viét Nam
khong phai doi dén thang cudi cling, ma ho d4 chuan sudt ca nam cho cai
Tét.

Ngay ngay dau c6 ngon g16 chudng non thoi vé, tiét troi bat dau
se lanh, van vét déu trd minh dé don xuan. con nguoi phan chan nhu ¢
Iuong sinh khi m&i, dat troi trong sang, cay cdi ddm choi nay 16c. Duong
nhu tat ca dang ndn ndng cho doi mot cai gi 1am dep cho cude doi. Po 1a
Tét

Quén 40 méi. Pau thang 11 am lich 1a moi nha, nhat 1a nha
nghéo d4 chay don chay dio may sim quan 4o mdi cho ca nha, Uu tién
cho tré con va 6ng ba. Mot bo do bong cho con gai, mot bd dd ba ba
trang cho con trai, mot cai quan lanh den va mot cai 4o dai xuyén cho ba,
mot cai ao banh to va mot doi giay ba-ta cho dng con thi ba me,,,tinh sau.
Tran Té Xuong c6 tho Tét nhu sau:

Chi che chi chét dua giay dép. Pen thii den thui ciing luot [a.

Gao nép. CA mam. Ciing tir rat sém ngudi phu nit dam dang nao
cling tit bat tim mua gao ngon, nép d&o dé sao cho bita an nim mai dugc
ngon com, sao cho cdi banh trang dugc d€o dai, cai banh ph@)ng duoc né
nang. C4c ba ciing d4 tim mua vé “ rong ” nhitng con ca 16¢ to 16n, sao
cho ngoai viéc ngon com cOn phai ngot canh.

43| Trang



Tdo m§. Tuy theo I¢ cua mdi gia dinh, tir ngdy ram dén him lam
thang chap 12 mdi nha déu vé qué tao mo. Noi ddy nguoi ta 1am co, quét
don sach cho cac md phan, mong cho linh hon nhimg nguoi qua vang ve
an Tét voi gia dinh. Mot tuc 18 khong thé bo qua dé ghi nhé cong on cha dng

Puwa ong T4o. Chiéu ngay ham ba, nha nao ciing hoa qua tra banh
dé tién 6ng Téo vé Troi. Tuc 1é ¢o tir xa xua, vi trong mot ngdi nha, quan
trong nhat 12 bép, noi luén co ngon lira, diéu kién tdi can thiét cho sy
Song con, nén phai co6 mot vi phan quan giam sat moi hanh vi t6t xdu cia
chu nha. Do 1a Tao quan. Vi ndy moi nam phai vé Troi dé phuc trinh viéc
lam cuia chu nhan dé tiy theo d6 ma c6 sy ran phat hay khen thuong. Gat
bo mat di doan, au ciing 1& mot 1€ nén gitr, dé con nguoi luon cé dugce
bén minh mot giam sat cho hanh vi thién ac ciia minh. C6 diéu hién gio,
toan bép ga, bép dién, bép vi ba...ong Téo chic ciing kho theo.

Dung néu. Ciing vao ngdy ham ba ndy, trong thoi diém t6i nhic
lai, & My Tho viéc dung néu trude sén nha cling khong con bao nhiéu.
Mot cay tre cao 161 5, 6 mét trén ngon co treo lung lang may trai cau tam
vung (cau chin, vé mau vang), mot canh tre nho c¢6 tim voi trang, cung
v6i vai 1a vang bac. Muc dich cua viée dung néu la nham xua dudi ta ma,
hoang hon yéu tr khong noi nwong tura, nhin ngay Tet vé pha khudy. Cay
néu dung cho dén ngdy ming bay Tét thi gi& xudng. Bay gio, tuc nay
khong con nira.

Cu kéu ba tiéng cu k8u. Cho mau téi Tét ddng tao dan ché.

Cau doi. Lic by gio cdu dbi viét bang chit Nom hay chit Nho
hay chit Han gdm hai vé hay hai cdu. V& van tu phai dbi thanh, d6i van.
Vé noi dung phai c6 tinh mimg don ngdy Tét, ca ngoi gia dinh, dé cao
dtc duc va ca hai vé van phdi d6i nghia d6i thanh v&i nhau chan chat.
Hai cau viét trén giéy h@)ng don, mot thudc véan tric d9uge treo hay dén
theo chiéu dung cua cay cot cai bén tréi, tir ngodi nhin vao va cau kia bén
cot mat ddi xtng. Thi du:

Tiét ddo ba gia nghinh Tiét phiic

Xuan lai thién hé tiép Xudn hirong.

Phé&o. Ngay Tét khong phao, that vo vi. C6 nguoi, nhat 12 tré con
trong Tét, chi dé duoc ddt phio. Phao duoc ddt ngay tir ngay dua ong
T4o cho dén “ba muoi ” qua “ mung ” cho dén subt thang giéng, nhung
“ro” nhat van 1a chiéu 30 Tét, cung ong ba, giao thura. D6 1a nghi 1é
khong c6 gi dang noi.
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Diéu nén ndi 1a d6t phao 12 mot thit dam mé. C6 nhu:ng nguoi mé
d6t phao, ¢ nguoi tranh nhau d6t phao dé...lay tiéng. Chang han, anh
hang x6m nay treo ling ling trudc nhd Mot xau phao dai hai thude. Anh
kia vé treo 1én ba thudc. Anh ndy d6t mot lan. anh kia hai lan. Anh nay
mua phéo Cho Lén, anh kia 1én Cho Lén mua phao Hong Kong. Cudc thi
dua khong udc hen ma nén, khong ai thang, chi o méy b xa tiéc tién hi hyi.

Phao co6 du co, du han, du hi¢u, du gia...Ttr phao chudt cho tre
con, mdi vién chi cé trai 6t hiém. Ngay Tét, cau nao clng c6 mot phong
phdo chudt trong thi, cAy nhang trong tay. Thinh thoang ldy ra mot vién
trong tay nay, tay kia dwa ngon nhang vao ngdi phdo ma run ban bat.
Ngoi chua kip chay dd ném vién phéo ra xa. Chua nd, vién phéo ving
mat. Con c6 lic, khong kip ném thi phéo d& nd trong tay, hét hon hét via.
Nhung du sao dbt phao chudt ngdy Tét, ddi voi tudi tho van 1a céi th
khéng quén.

Dén phio tiéu, loai thong dung nhit dong thanh phong loai 48
vién, loai 76, loai 120...Du hi¢u, hi¢u Phong quang. Nhat quang.. .kéca
nhép tir “ Huéng Con . Loai phao nay chi c6 nguoi 16n méi dam dét, co
ngudi chi ndm trong tay ma khong can ném di. Thuong 1a xau lai dbt
thanh trang dai, cang lau cang khoai va I& tit nhién cang tén tién. Dot
phao thanh trang, nguoi ta con xen ké vao phéo dai, dé thinh thoang lai
¢4 tiéng nd “ am ” Ién, dém thém cho sy thich tht gia tang.

Cho dén phao ndi, ciing nhu phao phong, nhung ket lai thanh mot
vé x4y tron d ton cong 1am hop. Loai ndy thudng san xuit ngoai Trung,
ngoai Bic. R01 phao dai, phao tre, phao lun...Khong nhu cac loai phao
khac dugc quan bang gidy loai x6p mau do, dé nd tung ra thanh manh
vun mau hong cho doi thém tham.

Don xudn vé voi xac phao hong truée ngo0.

Phao tre cudn lai bang nan tre con phao lun bang vo cdy 10n, mot
loai cdy sbng theo ao rach c6 vo rat dai. Ngoai Trung, dan x& Quang
hang nam di ghe bau chd vao My Tho ban loai phao ciing thit bang nan
tre, nhung nho nhu chiéc nem chua, trong rat xinh xén, dé thuong.

Phéo tre, phao Iun that 1a loai dai phao co chiéc 16n bang chiéc
gdi dém. D6t loai phiao ndy phai c6 roi gin & ddu mot cay sao hang chuc
mét. Thuéng 12 nhitng tay gan da moi thich thuéng thire trd choi nay.
Cay roi vira cham vao, ngoi phao bit ddu xet Itra, anh ta dung 18n, hai
mat cham chu nhin Vao cay phao, dua tai ling nghe...dé danh gia tiéng
no ¢6 16n khong, c6 am khong, c6 rén vang xa khong... Thuong 1a nhitng
vién phao niy do ho tur miét mai 1am lay va trong lang, nhiing tay choi
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phdo Vi nhau, dU & xa hing ba cay sb, khi nghe mot cay phéo tre nd, co
thé biét cay phao d6 cia ai lam.

Ciing c6 anh chang nhat hit, nhung cting khoai phao, mua mdt
vién dai phao vé, dem ra san dung roi cham lLira xong, bo chay ra xa,
dung day lung lai, hai tay bit 16 tai...phdao nd hdi ndo khong hay! Mat
tién 1ang nhach.

Nhung véi t6i, du la ...

"Di det ngoai sén trang phéo chugs”
hay la ...

“Né6 vang tiéng phdo dén xudn sang”

P4 l1au lim roi tiéng phao khong con vang ddi trong nhiing ngay
Tét nita, nhung duong nhu am huong cua no van cOn méi trong Chung ta
nhu mot ky niém vé ngdy Tét xua, va lang dong nhu mét tiéc nubi khong
nguoi.

Mua lan. Tét khong phao d& budn ma Tét khong 1an cang budn
hon., ma co6 lan khong phao... cling nhu khong. Thoéi néi chuyén 1an va
Tét ngay xua. Ma chi noi 14n con nit thoi.

Tét va Trung thu, khu phd nao ciing c6 cac doi 1an tré con. Chiing
tap hop lai thanh nhém kha dong, phan cong dira nao mua, dra ndo gid
dudi, dra nao lam 6ng Pia, dira nao danh tréng, danh chap choa, dira nao
di theo coi, dira nd0 theo chau ria, ciing quan trong 1am vi khéng c6 dam
nay theo cb vii reo ho thi lanh ngét ai thém coi.

Thé 14 ting tung...xa... loan 18n khip phd phuong. Cac doi 1an ti
hon nay ciing biét cach 1am tién, dén timg nha, timg tiém budn maa voi
day du bai ban nhu cac doi 1an nguoi 16n bac thay, cling tén ciing thdi,
ciing lan ngu, lan thir, lan gian, 1an budn cung leo cay 14y tién thuong. ..

Tung ting...xa, cic cdc tung xa....0i! sao ma nhé nhung am
thanh niy dén vay!

Béu cua, c4, cop.... Toi dé dang sau ba chim vi dang 1& phai 1a
bau, cua, ca, cop, tom, ga, sau mat ciing nhu phai 1a dach, dzi, xam, xi,
ngau, lac chd khong phai xi, ngau, lac khong.

Cai mon nay tré con khoai lam. Ra dau phd, Xuong goc cho, dén
rap hat... chd ndo cling ¢o6 may song bong vu, song bau cua, song xi
ngau. San trong tai tién 1i Xi, dat xuong mot cai, mot ddng xu thanh hai
Xu. Con gi khoai hon. Con gi hap din hon ddi véi tré con. Nhat 1 1am ra
tién, mot nhu ciu sinh tir cia con nguoi.
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Tré lai van dé, léy mdt hot lac lic ta théy cd 6 mat co in 6 O:
dach, dzi, xam, xi, ngau, lac. Nhu vay ma khi ta dit chi c6 mot mit, thi
du xam, ta chi c¢6 co may trang 1 mat xam thoi, trai lai ta co dén 5 rui ro
dé thua. Vay néu cho cong binh thi du ta dit 1 mit ma ta tring thi phai
tring 5 lan s6 tién dat méi phai, dé c6 mot xac xuét ty 1& quan binh. Bau cua
Ca cop Cling vay.

Tudi doi da cao méi biét dugc tro lra bip cia co bac, thi lai
khong con co hoi dé danh bau cua nira, dé choi xi ngau nira. Ma | gia nhu
néu Tét nay con cd cac song cd bac nay t6i... lai udc tré lai va van mudn
dén choi... vi céi lac thu ¢ doi khong thé 1y giai duoc.

Két. b tir lau, cur mdi 14n bac vé mang theo cai se lanh cho dao
ra nu, cho mai nay mam cho ciic pho sac, cho van tho ra hoa, nhung
nguoi Viét Nam 16n tudi, cam thay nhu minh danh mat thém mot cai gl
d6 qui gia, thiéng liéng. Cai mat mat d6 1a mot tim tu hoai c6 ngdm ngui,
khi nhin lai dan con chau vo tu ma tiéc thuong cho chung, khong con c6
dugc nhu 6ng cha, nhimg ngay Tet co truyén chtra chan hanh phc.

T6i vira chim hét bai viét c6 tinh hoai ¢d, thi bdng nhién trong tri
t6i thodng mot cau trong vin hoc Phap, chic ho ciing cling tdm trang nhu
minh khi tiéc nudi mot thoi quéa khir, mot ky niém nao do:

Oil Con ddu tuyét trdang ngay xwa dy! (OU sont les neiges
d’antan!).

Cho My Tho

2. Chua “lam chay”

Chua ngoai nhitng ngay & Phat thudng nién con ¢6 ba 1é ram 16n
Ma ram _thang bay la quan trong nhét, con duoc coi 1a ngay x4 toi vong
nhan, gan day duoc coi 1a ngay bao hiéu tirc 18 Vu Lan. Trong dip 1& xa
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t01 vong nhan nay, ngay xua chua thuong co t6 chirc 18 trai dan tic 1a 18
thi thuc cho ¢6 hon udng tir hay n6i ném na la cung co hon hay lam chay,
dong thoi ciling 12 hinh thire phat chan cho nguoi sdng. Nguoi xua ¢ cau
Trong thang bay chang héi thi chay. Trong Luc Van Tién c6 cau: Lam
chay bay bita ta Iong Van Tién. (LVT.NDC)

Lé nay thuong do mét nguoi giau co trong vung c¢6 long nghi dén
nhitng linh hon cua nhitg ngudi chét oan e, bat dic ky tir hay do tai
nan, khong noi nuong twa, khéng nguoi than cing kién nén bo vo doi rét,
du:ng ra 1ap trai dan tung kinh cau siéu Va thi thuc, cung véi phan phat

“vang bac, quan 40...”. L& cung c¢6 hdn ndy kéo dai trong 3 ngay va két
thic vao buéi chiéu gio 4m, gid thich hop vé6i linh hon ngudi chét con
goi 12 am hon - bfmg mdt thu tuc givz gian nghia 1a thuc pham, banh trai
dat trén gian trong 1& cing, dugc tung ra bon phuong phén phat cho c6
hon udng tir. L& te nhién la khong co ¢o hon udng tir ndo, ma chinh 1a 1o
tré con chd sdn nhao vao tranh gianh béanh tréi. Lii tré cang dong cang tot,
tranh gianh cang quyét liét cang tét vi chinh I tré 1a...cd hon, 1a qui ma.
Nén c6 cau: Qui phd nha chay. Hay: Qudy nhir qui qudy nha chay.

Pén nay tap tung nay van con & mot sé hod goi 1a cing 16 (ngay
16 am lich moi thang nhut la vao thang giéng, thang bay va thang muoi
va phéi cung vao budi chiéu do 1y do néu trén). Pa sé nha con theo tap
tuc nay 1a nhitng nha budn ban hay 1am nhitng nghé c6 nhiéu rui ro nghé
nghép nhu xdy cat, van chuyén duong bd, dudng thay...

Cum tir thi thye ¢6 hon hay cling thi, hogc clng ¢d hon roi sau do
trong dan gian tr¢ thanh thi ¢ hon, hay té hon nira la xi cd hon...hoan
toan bao ham mét y nghia khac.

2. L& Cang Pinh

Lé ky yén tic 1a 18 cung dinh caa dinh Diéu Hoa, My Tho hing
nim t6 chirc vao ba ngay 16, 17, 18 thang 2 am lich. Dinh la noi tho
Than. Than 1a do vua ban sic phong theo s¢ dia phuong dang biéu 18n
vua, tirc 13 dé& nghi mot vi co thé 12 nam ciing c6 thé 1a nir, d cd cong
dong gbp cho su bao vé bo ¢bi, ¢ 1ong nhén ai ciru gitp dan ngheo, hoac
don gian 1a mot vi c6 danh cao dic trong, ciing c6 thé 1a mot vi nit luu
tiét hanh. Ciing c6 thé 1a do vua chi dinh chung chung nhu cum tir ma ta
thudng thiy trong cac sic than. Do 14 Than Hoang Bén Canbh.

\(ai trd ctia vi Than la dem lai quéc thai dan an, cho nén vao dip
cing Than hay cang dinh, ban khanh tiét dinh ma thay mat 1a 6ng Chanh
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Chu Té hoic 6ng Chanh Niém Huong dimg ra ciu an cho ba tanh. Con
dan lang cau xin cho gia dinh duoc an cu lac nghép. Trong ba ngdy dién
tién 16 ky yén c6 18 thinh sic tic 1a thinh sic than tir nha viéc hay nha
cong so vé dinh. Sic thén khong dé tai dinh ma phai gitr tai nha vi¢e hay
nha c6ng s& Vi sg bi mat cap. Cung trong ba ngay 18, ¢ hat boi vé dién
cho dan xem goi 14 hat chau. Trong cac vo tudng hat, vé chot phai co noi
dung 1a vua phai Ién ngdi, quan trung than dugc khen thuéng, ca nudc
dugc thai binh thanh tri, nén goi 12 vo tudng tén vurong.

Trong khi dién tuong c6 mot vi bo lao theo ddi dé khen hay ché
goi la cam chau Néu can khen nguoi cam chau danh mét tleng trong, néu
hay hon hai tiéng, hay hon nira ba tiéng, goi 1 chau 1, chau 2 hay chau 3.
Con néu 6ng cam chau cho 12 qua hay, thi 6ng nén vao tréng lién hoi.
Tréi lai néu dao kép dién xuat do qua, 6ng cam chau lién dung dui tréng
g6 vao vanh ngoai cua tréng 16p cop dé to ¥ ché bai. Nhung ciing tdi cho
ong cam chau ndo lo dénh, hay nga quén khdng chau cho nhimng doan
dién ta hay dién xudt hay, thi bi khan gia la 6 va chinh dao kép tur trén san
khau noi bong néi gio, chudi xién chudi xéo nén c6 cau: O doi cé bon
cai ngu, Lam mai 1anh ne gdt cu....cam chau.

Vé 4 cai ngu nay, tac gia xin phép ra ngoai dé mét chit dé ke
thém mot chuyén ngu nita, vi chi 1a 5 cai ngu. (Ma chuyén ndy cling nam
trong NKLT ). S6 1a khi con tré, toi 1am thay gido day tai trudng Vang
Qudi (Bén Tre). Chiéu tht bay tan hoc (hoi sdém mét chut) dap xe dap vé
qué. Pén ngd ba Thaoi Lai, t6i bi chan lai, mdt anh mac may-y6 da banh
khan thiét dé nghi toi lam at-bit cho tran banh giao hitu giita x& Théi Lai
va xa Vang Qudi tirc 1a xa t6i dang day. Pugc dé cao, tudi tré hio thing,
t6i nhan lién.

Thay 4o, thay quan ciing gidng mot at-bit thir thiét 1am, t6i hing
diing ra san, cho bét tham chon san xong hoét...to1 ra linh khai tran. Hai
do6i tuyén cap...1ang nay tai dong tai sirc dong stc nén giira hiép hai ma
hai bén bt phan thing bai. T6i dang chay theo mot dudng banh thi nghe
thoang thoang bén tai: Thay kiém chuyén phat tui né mét cdi di thay.

Nhin ky thi anh a-vdng-xdng (avant centre, trung phong) cua
Vang Quoi ri tai t01 nhu vay. Toi ra dau: Biér roi! Thé 1a khi c6 duong
banh xubng gan khung thanh cta Théi Lai, lai nhan dip c6 mot a-de
(arriere, hau vé) cua doi nﬁy tranh can, toi thdi coi hoét hoét...va déng
dac: A 18! pé-nanh-ty xich mét ( Pénalty, six métres, phat dén 6 mét) hoi
d6 phat dén chi c6 6 m vi san nho. Mic cho cau thi Théi Lai phan dbi dir
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doi, at-bit to6i cuong quyét cho thuc hién qua phat. Hoét! Trai banh )
ménh v6 gon trong ludi cia Théi Lai. Tan tran, Vang Quéi thing Théi
Lai 1-0. Thdy mat ham hdm cta cau thu d6i Théi Lai, t6i khong dam &
lai uéng nudc, nhanh chan nhanh tay thay d6 dap xe vé nha.

Sang thtr hai lai dap xe tro lai truong, van phai di ngang nga ba
Théi Lai. Bong c6 tiéng goi moi ubng ca- phé ma giong noi khong than
thién 1dm: Thdy gido vé uéng ca-phé véi tui nay di! Chang dang dung, t0i
dung xe va budc vao quan ca-phé thiy dong du 11 cau thu that tran hom
thir bay, mit may anh ndo anh niy tréng nghiém nghi lim. Hon via toi
Ién may, ly ca-phé sita trudc mat ma t6i udng khong vo. Khdng khi 1an
lan b6t can thang bong anh doi trudng budc dén vo vai t6i cudi ha ha
bao: Thdy gido bita do choi hong dep nhung tui nay théng cam véi thay,
9dap nguoi khac tui ndy héong bé qua ddu, lan sau ... Anh bo limg khong
noi tiép lan sau 1am gi... ma toi ciing khéng mudbn nghe tiép.

T6i thot 1én xe, dap vé truong, trong bung ndi : khong c¢6 1an sau
nao nita ddu, Mot 1an ton téi gid. Va tir d6 t6i tu dong bo tuc cau: O doi
c6 5 cai ngu: Lam mai, 1anh ng;, gat cu, cam chdu va... 1am at bit. Xin
con co ai thém cai ngu thir sau khong?

3. Bong rdi trong 1¢ cing Miéu

Miéu hay miéu la noi dan gian cta mot Vung, mat ap, mot
X0m...hay mot ca nhan 1ap ra tai mot noi ¢ dia thé hiém tré hay ving vé
dé thd mot vi nir ma hau hét déu ghi trong yét vi 1a Lé Son Thanh Méu
dé cau mong cho vi nay tirc 12 “Ba” ngu & ddy phU hd cho, trude hét
ngudi 1ap miu sau d6 ba tanh trong ving duoc moi diéu hanh thong tdt
dep. Miéu cling co thé 1ap ra dé 1am noi an tra cho nhitng ¢6 hon bat déc
ky ttr, chét rdi khong noi nuong tua, hon phach vat vo doi rét co cuc, co
thé di pha phach dan lang. Mot ngoi miéu nhu vay tai duong Anh Giac,
Phuong 3 M§ Tho, mang tén midu C6 hon.

Miéu duoc nhang dén quanh nam sudt thang, cung kién banh trai
vao nhu:ng ngay Tet nhing ngay SOC vong va trong vai nam lai co 1¢
cung mleu hay ta miéu. L& cung miéu khong qui mo bang 1& cung dinh,
khéng ram ro nhu 18 trai dan & chia chi tap hop s dan trong ving trong
x6m ma thdi. Muc dich ctia ciing miéu 12 cau “Ba” vé dé xin “Ba” phu ho
cho x6m 4p duogc lam dn phat dat tranh dugc thién tai dich hoa.

Do vay trong 1& cing midu phai c6 mot ngudi lén dong dé “Ba”
nhap vao va ban phat loi khuyén bao. Nguoi 1én dong nay duoc goi la cd
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hay ba béng, phdi la mot nguoi ban nam ban nir, vi ngudi xua quan niém
Ia nhitng nguoi niy moi du tinh khiét @& dong vai trd quan trong ndy
trong viéc té 18.

Co bong dau doi khin do, ngdi xép bang trude ban tho “Ba”,
chung quanh dong dao nhiing nguoi tham du voi mot niém tin sin co,
tiéng trong, tiéng keén, tiéng dau, hoa hop voi tiéng dan co, dan
tam...hoa quyén vai khoi huong khoi trim nghi ngit, giira bau troi dém
l4m tAm swong roi, nén quang canh tré nén méng lung huyén ao di dé tac
dong tinh than cua nhimg ngudi tham du.

Khi “Ba” nhap vao hay “ddng 1&n”, c¢6 bong bat dau roi. Roi 1a tir
dé chi c6 bong dién ta cau van, cau tho...Cau réi mac du van la thé tho
luc bat hay luc bat bién thé, nhung 16i r6i khong hé giong véi ngadm tho
Kim Van Kiéu, khong hé giong vdi noi tho Luc Van Tién, khong hé
giong vai 101 doc kinh Phat, khong hé giong vai diéu ho diéu 1y nao... Vi
no 1a 16i bong roi, the thoi. Va do cling la cai dac thu cua van hoa ta. Thur
nghe bong roi:

Ba ve, ba ¢ trén mdy. Ba thwong ddn khé doa day tam thén.

Ba vé, ba lai & gan. Khuyén ma gia chu dé dan chiing sinbh...

Ngoai réi, bong con mia dé dang 1& cho Ba. Va trong dién xuit
mUa ndy cling voi giong néi khao khao, ta méi thiy bong phai 12 ban nam
ban nir mdi dang véi vai tro S¢ truong cua mot ngudi bong.

Tom lai “Ba” dé cao nguoi tdt, rin day ké xau htra nhitng diéu tdt
lanh cho dan chung. Tuy nhién truéc khi 1 két thiic, cOn mot tha tuc 13 12
ddt vdt cot tric nghiém xem viée “Ba” nhap 1a thiét hay gia. Ba cha miéu
di ra ngoai tr¢ vao trén tay cd mot cai chén up trén mot cai dia, trong
chén cd mot vat gi d6 va bat budc cd bong phai noi ding vat ma ba cha
miéu da kin dao dé vao do. Co bong noi dung 1a “Ba” 1én that, trai lai 1a
Ién gia, c6 thé bi phat. Thudng 1a ¢6 bong nodi dang vi ¢d ¢ “gian diép”
theo di viéc 1am ciia ba chi miéu rdi ding tiéng 16ng bao cho cb biét .

Nhung du sao ngay xua, tip tuc nay van c6 tic dung la ran de ké
Xau dé cao nguoi tot, giao duc con ngudi trén con dudng hudng thién.

B. SINH HOAT XA HOI

1. Quén tra Hué

Trén !(hép néo duong mién Nam, tr ngay hoa binh tr¢ lai sau
cudc Nam Bac phan tranh gilra chiia Nguyén va chla Trinh, trude ca khi
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ngudi Phap dén xam chiém, noi day d4 c6 nhitng quan trd Hué doc theo
nhitng con duong dat di lai ngang doc.

Quén tra Hué bén vé duong phuc vu giai khat, mot to tra Hué
thom phirc, mot chiéc banh cém d& 1ong, gidy phat nghi chan cho nhing
khach di duong thuong 13 nguoi di bd, di ngua sau ndy méi co nhimng
ngudi di xe dap. Trén dudng di tir My Tho vao GO Cét, tir My Tho xudng
Cho Gao rdi GO Cong, tir My Tho 1&n Go Lity (Nhi Binh), tir My Tho
dén Bén Tranh, Tinh Ha...hay xa hon nita...ta gip nhitng quan tra Hué
moc 1én day d6 dudi mdt cay bang, mot cay me, mot tan dira. mot bui
tre...

No6i dén quén tra Hué phai noi dén tra trude nhat. Tra dung cho
viéc pha tra hay nau trd phai 1a tra tuoi, hai ca 14 1an dot vé phoi khong
qua mot sy xay lira hay pha ché ndo ca, u lai trong 1a chudi kho dé vao
chd khd rao. Tra Hué khong biét c6 phai xuat xt tir Hué hay khong
nhung theo truyén tung 12 xuét x& tir ddu ngodi Bic xa x6i vi Hué khong
phai 14 noi c6 nhiéu tra, ma LAm Ddng trong mién Nam thi chua duoc
khai phé. Vay tai sao co tir trd Hué?

Ngay xua ong ba ta chua c6 quan niém 6 rang vé dija 1y, chi biét
ngoai kia 1a Hué, di ra mién Trung, mién Béc goi 1a di Hué, vi Hué 1a
kinh d6, Hué 1 noi vua & con xa nira thi khong biét. Do d6 tra ngoai kia
dem vé la tra Hué. (Chi 1a mot gia thiét. Loi cua tac gid). Do d6 ¢6 cum
tir quan tra Hué, va tra Hué dé phan biét véi tra c6 pha ché thuong do
nguoi TAu san xudt goi 14 tra tau.

Mot bubi trua hé, mot khach bd hanh trén con duong gid bui cam
thdy mét moi, khat nudc ma bat gap mot quan tra Hué thi tha vi biét bao,
nhat 1a duoc tiép dai bdi cac chu nhan ciing ¢ thé 1a mot ba dimg tudi
mém mém, vui vé, tanh tinh hién 1anh d& mén, thi ciing c6 thé 1a mot co
gai Nam ky, tdc cot duoi ga, ao ba ba cun con, dang vao tugi trang tron
ddy nhwa song.

Khach budc vao quan duge don tiép bang mot nu cudi rang rd,
mot anh mét chan tinh nhu ngudi quen cii. Khach da cam thiy 4m 10ng,
lai thém mui thom cua dau dira ma ¢6 cha quan xtc toc muét ruot, goi
Ién trong khach mot tinh qué huong dan toc ddm da. Chua chi c6 chu
quan d3 moi khach voi mét giong nhu quen nhau tir kiép trude:
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- Chen dét oi! Anh Hai di du ma ning dit ddy. D& quan em ubng
miéng trd Hué di. Ne! lan sau di, nhd dem theo cday du nghe héng, hdng
th6i em dgn cho ma coi!

Khéch vao ngdi trén mot cai bang cay dé trudc quan. Quan tra
Hué chi 1a mot cai choi, hai mai | dira nuée lop trén miy cay kéo manh
khanh g4 trén bdn cay cot tam vong, chi du cho viéc che mua do ning,
dung bén 1& duong dudi tan mot cdy bang. Trong quan mot cai ban cay
choang gan hét mit bang cua quan. Trén ban, bay nhiing t6 6ng rong lau
kho Up 1én nhau, bén canh mét céi k¢ dung may phong banh in boc gidy
do, may goi keo dau phong duong tan...lung lang trén may cay cot
nhimg nai chubi gia, chudi xiém, chudi cau va nhitng xau cdm chli goi
tron tron bang 14 chudi khé gidng nhu nhimg trai banh nho.

Duéi chan ban mot ndi nude tra bang dit kha to dang sbi bbc
khoi, dat trén mot hoa 10 dun bang than mién (mun) gao, hay than dudc.

- Anh Hai udng dgi em mot to nude trd Hué nghen! Em pha dira
uong lam.

Nguoi khach hai tay nang t6 nude trd Hué, khong biét vo tinh hay
¢ y khé dung vao ban tay c¢d hang, va ciing khong biét c6 hang cd phat y
hay khong ma chi thiy c6 hang nd mét nu cuoi dé 16 hai dong tién sau
hom hai bén ma, voi tay 1y goi cdm chlii mé ra va dua cho khach:

- Cém em lam @6, bang nép ngon mua tudt & ngodi Ba Ria lan,
anh an roi anh nhé em cho ma coi.

g » B S Sl [ Ser—

Nha khach tinh (Hoétel de ville) ciing [a dinh tinh truong
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Mui thom déc trung cua tra Hue vi ngot Va béo ctia cdm tron dira
lam khéach mat long mat da. An g6i cdm xong, udng t6 trd Hué xong ma
sau chua thy khach mudn tiép tuc con dudng thién ly. Ang ching vé dep
moc mac thén dd, giong ndi chan tinh, chan chira vi nhong nhéo ngot
ngao cua c6 hang tra Hué Nam ky da c6 ma luc giit nguoi khach duong
xa & lai mai noi quan tra Hué nay rdi chiang?

Hinh anh quéan trd Hué day d6 trén khip néo dudng dat nude va
ngay ca trong ndi thanh My Tho, nhu duong vao Go Cét, duong 1én Binh
Tao ..ngay ca ¢ tai dbc Cau Quay, noi c6 mot cau tau Luc Tinh, ngay ca
tai cau Bac Rach Miéu déu duong De Castelneau, Nam Ky Khoi Nghia
bay gio...Nhitng quan trd Hué d6 khong con thiy nita vao nhiing nim
cudi caa 1940, nhung hinh anh quan trd Hué cing véi hinh anh mot ba
ld0 Viét Nam mém mém nhai triu, hinh anh mét c¢6 gai thon da toc thom
mui dau dira, ma ning dong tién van con trong ky trc cta nhimg ngudi
I6m tudi cia My Tho, nhu mot ky niém khong phai vé Nam Ky Luc Tinh

2.- Céu tau Luc tinh My Tho

Céu tau Luc Tinh tai vam sdng Bao Pinh. Sau khi nguoi Phap c6
mat vao cudi thé ky XIX My Tho da ndi tiéng 1a mot bén séng, mot bén
tau, mot giang cang sam uét, nhon nhip voi cum tir trén bén dudi thuyén.
Nhung xin no6i thém la trude do rat 1au sau khi c¢6 su c6 mit cua doan
nguoi Hoa do Duong Ngan Dich dan dit dén lanh cu tai My Chanh va
nhat 1a sau khi cudc chién tranh gitta hai chtia Trinh, Nguyen két thuc thi
s6ng My Tho d4 la bén cang cho cac thuyén budn tir mién Trung va ca tir
Hai Nam (hay Hai Nam) vao day buon ban.

Nhitng di tich cta tau Hai Nam dé lai ma ta tim thay & My Tho
rat nhiéu nhu tin, lo, ché dé dung c4 man, cu cai man, nudc tuong,
twong...ma ho ding mot thir gidy ma ta goi 12 gidy bach rat dai, rat chic
dé bit miéng that kin khong thua gi k¥ thuat bao bi hién dai. Ngodi ra ta
con thay nhimng chiéc nén rong vanh dan bang tre nira hay may
v.v...nhiing chiéc 40 nut thit, nhitng doi gudc gb thd kéch va
nhitng...6ng hut 4 phién.

Nhitng chiéc ghe bau cta ta tir mién Trung vao, luc ddu dau tai
Bén Tim Nguya sau d6 tai vam séng Bao Pinh. Riéng tau Hai Nam, mot
loai tau canh doi vi loai tau nay qua 16n nén dau tai vam Ky Hon hay Bén
Tam Ngua. Cac loai thuong thuyen nay da tung dén va dem lai cho My
Tho mét canh huy@n néo phon thinh, cho mai dén cudi thap nién 30 cua
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thé ky trudce, khi tinh hinh mé man cudc chién tranh thé giéi lan thi hai,
mé&i cham dut,
Xin tré lai cau tau Luc Tinh.

Puong xe ltra Sai GON-M§ Tho phuc vu cho tuyén duong xuyén
Viét qua ga My Tho dé tir My Tho, hanh khach s& ding duong thuy di
c4c tinh mién T4y: Vinh Long, Sa Péc, Long Xuyén, Chau ddc, Can Tho,
Tra Vinh, Bac Liéu, Soc Trang dén ca Phndm Penh.

Cau tau Luc Tinh con goi 1a bén tau Luc Tinh c6 hai bén, mét, tir
ga xe lira, hién giod 14 cong vién Lac Hong, chi vai bude dén dau dudng
mé song Ga-li-e-ni (quai Galliéni), bay gio la duong Trung Tréc, bén
twong Thu Khoa Huan. Bén thir hai ¢ sat doc cau Quay (cung trén mot
con dudng) duong vao cho My Tho. Hai cau tau chi xay cit don so, cot
cdy 16t van, duéi song co trdng miy cay tru to dé tau dwa vao khi cip
bén.

Tir ga xe lira khach dén bén tau thir nhat khong xa, néu phai cho
tau tir Sai Gon dén, khach co6 thé vao nghi tai cac khach san déi dién voi
nha ga, bay gié van con mot vai khach san & d6. Tai day ciing c6 mot
khach san - nha hang I6n danh cho ngudi Phap va chau Au duoc goi 1a
bung-ga-16 (bungalow), mét 16i kién trac cua nha hang Majestic ¢ Sai
Gon).

Tau tir Sai Gon dén My Tho rude khach vé mién Tay di nga song
Soai Rap vao kinh Nudc Min roi kinh Chg Gao ra vam Ky Hon, ghe cau
cui (cang ca bay gio) dé 1dy cui néu can (tau chay bang hoi nu6c nén dot
bang cui) sau cling cip tai mot trong hai bén noi trén.

Tau Luc Tinh ¢ nhidu cong ty do nguoi Phap, ngudi Hoa, ngudi
Viét lam chu. Mot 6ng chu tau ngudi Viét ngay xua la 6ng Nguyén Vin
Kleu nguoi ta goi tu cta 6ng 1a tau 6ng Kiéu. Chau, chit 6ng Kiéu mot
s6 con dang séng & My Tho. Ngoal ra chi rap hat Nguyén Vin Hao & Sal
Gon ¢6 lién hé ba con véi 6ng Bau Bon chu ganh hat boi Bau Bon ndi
danh thoi by gio, ciing c6 ba con huyét thong v6i 6ng Nguyén Vin
Kiéu.

Tau Luc Tinh 1am trung chuyén cho dudng xe lira vé mién Tay,
do dia hinh dong bang song Ciru Long khong cho phép thiét 1ap duong
sat, con duong bo ciing con han ché. Do d6 duong thuy 12 phuong tién
loi nhét va ciing vi vay hai bén tau luc tinh & My Tho tai vam séng Bao
Dinh ludn ludn tap nap, huyén néo ngay lan dém.
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Noi vam séng Bao Dinh, ngoai tau di luc tinh con c6 do, thuyén
ghe budn thap phwong tir cic noi dén My Tho nhu Bén Tre, GO Cong,
Tra Vinh... n6i chung 12 tir cac tinh mién Tay déu phai qua noi déy, dé tur
day ghe thuyén nho dung kinh hay séng Bao Dinh dé di Sai Gon qua hai
song Vam Co.

Ciing nén n6i thém vé song hay kinh Bao Dinh. Bao Dinh 13 tén
goi ctia kinh hay song déu dung ca. Nguyén thuy d6 1a mot phy luu nho
cta séng Cira Tiéu bt ngudn tir Viing GU (Bén Tranh). Sau d6 vua Minh
Mang va0 nam 1806, cho dao thanh mét con kinh thong qua Tan An dé
c6 thé di dén Sai Gon va duoc dit tén 1a kinh Bao Pinh (t&n cua mot thai
tir nao d6 cua nha Nguyén). Con kinh ndy duoc ngudi Phéap st dung nhu
con dudng giao thong van chuyén tho tir, vin kién hanh chéanh, vi duong
16 chua thuén tién, nén ho goi la Kinh Buu dién (Arroyo de la Poste).

Lai thém mot dit kién lich sir. Nam 1861, mot dao trong ba dao
quan Phap tién danh My Tho d4 dung con kinh ndy. (Hai dao qudn kia
Mot theo duong bién vaO Cira Tiéu GO CONg, mot duwong b theo con
duong Cai gan nhu quoc 16 A 1 bay gio). Qua khoi dia phan Tan An,
quan Phap dén Héc Dun noi giao diém giita Long Hoa va Pao Thanh (4p
5 x& Pao Thanh) mot dia diém hiém tr¢ thi bi nghia quan ta chian danh.
Chinh dai y chi huy, Bourdais ti tran. Sau d6 nguoi Phap liy tén si
quan ndy truy phong Ién thiéu t4 va dit tén cho dai 16 Bourdais
(boulevard Bourdais) tie 1a duong Hung Vuong bay gio.

Trong tu liéu nay cé tir Hoc Bun, 1a do tac gia doc duoc trong
cong bao Pong Duong (Bulletin mensuel “Indochine™) cua chinh quyén
Phap cach nay trén 60 nam. Trong khi d6 sir viét 12 Bourdais tir tran tai
Than citu Nghia, mot dia diém ciing khong xa Pao Thanh ma Pao Thanh
thudc thanh phé My Tho, nén nhéc lai ¢ day khi noi vé lich st My Tho
nghi ciing c6 thém phan y nghia.

Ciing nén no6i thém 1a giao théng duong thuy tir mién Tay 1én Sai
Gon dén trude thé ky tha XX d4 c6 bén duong rat thuan loi. Trong bén
duong ndy co dén ba 1a phai qua My Tho.

Tha nhét 1a do con kinh Bao Dinh, ghe thuyén nho buoén ban
ndng san, do chéo...tr My Tho dén Tan An qua hai séng Vam Co dé dén
Sai Gon.

~ Thu hai 1a do con kinh Chg Gao, diing cho thuyen 16n, xa lan, bé
go, tau luc tinh, tau vong (kéo) ghe (mat loai tau dung dé kéo mudn ghe
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thuyén di khap noi trong ddng bang song Ciru Long) tir My Tho vao vam
Ky Hoén, theo kinh Cho Gao dén GO Cong, tir diy con kinh con mang tén
la kinh Nuéc Min vi noi day nude sdng Soai Rap da nhiém min con
kinh, dé theo day nguoc dong séng dén Sai Gon.

Thir ba 1a do con duong bién dé tau 16n, tau ché dau, tau hai
quan...phai ding dudng bién tic 1a ra Cira Tiéu Go Cong di vé Can Gio
roi song Soai Rap, vao séng Sai Gon.

Tat ca ba con duong nay déu phai qua My Tho hay dung hon 1a
qua vam sdng Bao Dinh, bén tau Luc Tinh.

Chi ¢6 con dudng thir tu di Sai Gon khéng qua My Tho ma bang
con kinh Xang, c6 1& con kinh ddu tién ma nguodi Phap dung xang dao
cho théng véi Dong Thap Mudi va dit tén 12 kinh Le Combes, vé sau dan
gian goi 1a kinh Xéng, tuc 1a kinh Nguyén Van Tiép bay gio, danh cho
ghe thuyén nho, trung binh c0 ca tau vong ghe vao kinh xang tur Binh
Duc, Long Dinh, qua Phii M§ huyén Chau Thanh Tién Giang rdi Rach
Chanh, Thu Thira (Long An) d6 ra Ba Cum, Binh Pién, Cho Pém dén
Sai Gon.

C6 dén ba con dudng thuy di Sai Gon phai qua My Tho, cho nén
vam Bao Pinh, noi bén tau Lyc Tinh lu6n ludn nhon nhip 24/24. Tiéng la
hét cua cac thuy thu, tiéng may va coi tau inh 6i trong con song gio lién
hdi ciia song Ciru Long, tleng rao hang cua nhirng nguoi ban hang cung
vé6i tau ghe xudi nguoc nhu mic ciri, tao nén mot canh sinh hoat thiy van
doc dao noi day, noi 1én sy phon thinh nhat dinh ciia ving My Tho song
nudce tru phd, 1én manh.

Sy huyén néo cia bén tau Luc Tinh & My Tho trén vam séng Bao
Dinh luc bay gio 1a nhu vay, nén noi day, noi vam song My Tho nay da
c6 hai hinh thirc sinh hoat doc dao dap ung véi doi hoi thyc t€ muu sinh
cua nguoi dan My Tho. P6 1a: ban vam va boi.

3.- Ban vam

Bén tdu Luc Tinh My Tho tap hop ngdy dém déng dao tau ghe
chen chuc, chiéc vao cip bén, chiéc nhd neo tach bén, chiéc dau chd
khach, chiéc dau bdc hang, chiéc chd con nudc...mot canh xudi ngugc
song nudc dic trung noi cac dong séng, cac vam song Nam ky thuo bay
glo Ma con ngudi nguoc xuoi thuong hé thi van phai c¢6 nhu cdu...in
udng, giai khat sang chiéu nhét 12 vé dém, dé ngay xua noi day da c6 mot
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hinh thic dm thiee van héa séng nude dam da mau sdac dan téc. Do 1a
ban vam. (Tir ndy dén bay gio it ai nhd, it ai biét).

Thudng xuyén dém ciing nhu ngdy noi day, co nhitng chiéc tam
ban con con, nhiing chiéc xudng ba 14 mong manh bén trén la nhiing
ngudi ban hang da sb 1a cac co gai dep dg, vui vé tré, trung lau lach, len
161 trong s6 ghe tau d6 dé ban hang. Nhitng mon an thirc uéng d6 nhu
banh U, banh it, banh in, x6i, che cac loai dac biét l1a ch¢ thung, dac san
ciia My Tho, chéo ga, chéo c4, chao vit, hu tiu ké ca com, banh mi, tréi
cay...nghia 1a tit ca nhirng gi can thiét cho sy an udng. Nhung hinh thirc
ban hang nay dién ra khong phai trén dat lién ma trén song nudc, tai cac
vam song ma tau ghe thuong lui tdi, nén duoc goi 1 ban vam. Nhing c6
ban vam nay da mot thoi 1am nén lich sik van héa dan gian cia dat My
Tho.

Nhung n6i dén ban vam chi cé thé thi qua la chua du, ciing khong
c6 gi dang nhic nho. Khong, ban vam vé dém véi nhitng c6 gai man moi
duyén dang, vgi nhiing cau ho véi giong déc trung mién Nam chat phac
ma duyén vi hon qué, don gian ma thadm dam nghia tinh mai 1a diéu dang
lwu nhé. Vé dém, gitra canh troi may bao la, tring sao Vang vat, may
nude bong bénh, khéi suong mo 4o, trén vam Béao Dinh 1ap lanh 4nh dén
nhu sao sa, nhitng chiéc thuyen con ghe nho, nhap nho trén song
nude...bdng mot giong ho nir ndi 1én ving vang roi nhu chiém linh ca
khong gian va lam ngung tré ca thoi gian:

- HO o.0 0..0.. Den Sai GOn ngon xanh ngon
d6...0....0...0...0...Pén My Tho ngon té ngon lu ¢...0 o...0....Anh vé
hoc ldy chit nhu 6...6...6...6...Chin trang ma em Ciing doi...o'...o...chin
trang ma em ciing doi... muwoi thu ma em cing cho o'...0...0'...0...0...

Giong ho tan bién trong khong gian md 4o nhung c6 gai ban vam
con d6 cat tiéng rao hang: Ai an ché thimg dau xanh bt ban nudce dira
duong cat hon!!! Dém da vé > khuya, khach thuong hé dang cho con nudc,
bong thdy 10ng minh tréng réng, bung minh tréng tron nén goi:

- Chel
- Em dén né!

Cai tiéng em va tiéng né sao lam am 1ong khach dén thé nén
khach cam long khéng dau nén goi mét chén che lai thém mét cau:

- Mot chén che thung di em. Sao em dep qué vay em cung?
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- Ba ma em sanh ra em dep dé ban ché cho anh ma!

Troi dat oi! Gia ma khach ¢ thé an hét ca ndi ché cho vira voi
cau tra 101 chan chtra an tinh ctia c6 ban vam.

Ho ban vam va ho ciy lta vé hinh thie khéng khac nhau, nhung
khac nhau ¢ ndi dung. HO ban vam liy séng nudc, thuong ho ray day mai
d6 1am noi dung cau trac. Do d6, nhimg c6 ban vam va khach thuong ho
phai c¢6 trinh d6 va nhanh tri dé c6 thé tng khau d6i dap dang voi ¥ caa
d6i tuong va nhit 1a phai di phé voi nhimg ciu ho ¢6 y thach dé choc
gheo 14 loi sudng s&, ma cang gay can ching ndo thi cang hung thi
ching niy.

Cho nén c6 biét bao nhiéu chuyén tinh 1am ly gitra mot c6 ban
vam va mot tay thuong ho song nudc da timg dau tri nhau qua nhitng ciu
ho tinh ttr dé tré thanh tri am tri ky.

Ta thir tré vé vam Bao Pinh noi bén tau Luc Tinh ngay xua dé
do lai mot trang sir tinh. Mot ¢6 ban vam va mét khach di song gap nhau
va tro thanh ngudi yéu qua lan gip g& dau tién véi nhitng cau ho goi tinh
dbi dap:

- Bén My Tho ngon xanh ngon dé, Bén Chdu Déc ngon 16 ngon
lu. Anh Vé hoc ldy chit nhu. Chin trang ma em ciing doi... mwoi thu ma
em cing cho.

Giong nam dap lai:

- bén Chau Poéc khéng khoi ma 6. Den My Tho gio thoi khong
Mo. Anh vé trdi chiéu ban tho. Rudc em vé lay...ruéc em vé lay... Ong
Ba dé cudi em.

Luat choi ho dbi dap co thé ding nhimg ciu c6 sin va sira lai noi
dung cho pht hop vé6i hoan canh, va cang y nhi hon 1a ¢ nhitng 16i choi
chit nhu ruéc em vé lay ....khong phai lay ...em ma lay Ong Ba dé cuéi
em. N6 hay 1a & chd do.

Cip nay khong may chdc da tré thanh ban tinh, nhung méi tinh
song nuoc nhu phu du, nhu bot nudc 1€nh dénh, nhu luc binh tréi

..nén ngay chang tir gia nang ciing tai vam Bao Dinh, dé 1én tau lyc
tmh vé Chéau Péc, nang cd linh tinh mot didu gi tan ra nén mac du chang

qua quyét:
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- Nudc trong con ca loi. May cao con nhan bay. Thuong nhau roi
nhu troi cao bién rong. HO o... Thuong nhau roi....Chd nao phai nhu con
ong kia con buém no....ma noi rang xa nhau...

Tuy vay mdi tinh sdng nudc dau c6 gi bao dam cho long chung
thay vi theo dong song tram n€o, moi tinh cd dep dén dau cing la bot
nude truong giang. Nén nang ho dap lai:

- HO o...Tau sup lé mét con thuong con nhg. Tau sup 1€ hai con
doi con cho. Tau sup |é ba tau vé Chdau Poc. Anh oi! Xa nhau lan nay,
biet den bao gio...h0 o...biét den bao gio... moi gap lai anh.

Chuyén tinh ctia ¢6 ban vam tai bén tau luc tinh My Tho nay rdi
s& ra sao, khong ai biét, vi tat ca dong nudc trén cac con séng dai déu it
c6 dip tro lai noi da chay qua. C6 diéu hinh anh cau tu Luc Tinh trén
vam song Bdo Dinh, hinh anh tau ghe nhon nhip cing véi nhitng chiéc
xudng ba 13 voi ndi ch¢ thung, tra chdo ga... cung nhimg ¢ gai ban vam
duyén dang da timg cét ca0 giong ho, dén nay van con trong tiém thirc
ctia nhitng cu dan cao tudi & My Tho va & vam Ky Hon.

Hon nita, quang canh cac c¢6 ban vam boi xudng len 16i trong
doan ghe thwong hd chen chiic nhu 14 tre, dém dém lai cat giong ho dé
rao hang qua 1a mét hinh thirc 4m thyc van héa thim dam mau sic dan
toc dang tran trong cua dat My Tho. (Ngay nay khu giai uri Dam Sen, Sali
GOn dang tdi dién hinh thitc am thuwe ndy cho khach du lich).

4.- Boi

Quang canh ron rip noi bén tau Luc Tinh My Tho vé&i nguoi ban
ké mua, sy chen 14n cta khach thap phuong, hang hoa chong chat trén
cac ghe thuyen thuong ho d4 1a méi truong 1y tuong cho nhimg ke lam an
khong vén. Do 1a an trom 12 giut doc...ma hanh dong nay trén séng nudc
dugc goi la... béi.

Tir béi kha la dbi v6i ngdn ngit Viét Nam dé chi nhitng ké an
trém 14 liy cép trén dong séng hay kinh rach noi c6 bén tau, bén ghe dau
dé budn ban hay cho con nude. Cong viée lam an cta bbi 18 tit nhién Ia
vé dém nhu an trom trén bo. Nhing chiée xuéng con quanh co len 101,
nhe nhang ludn lach giira nhitg ghe tau de tuy thoi co, 1y bat ctr mot
thar gi ¢0 thé, cac thir hang héa nhu khoai san, gao nép, chén bat to t9, ca
mém, thung rd ké ca quan 4o 14n tién bac.

L& tit nhién moi nguoi neo thuyen noi day deu canh gidc cao d9,
hang héa duogc cot rang goi ghém, quan 4o tién bac cit giit trong khoang
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va timg ghe, ngudi ta thay phién nhau canh boi. Nhung vo quit day méong
tay nhon. Ghe thuong hd van bi mét cap déu déu. Mot qui luat vé nhan
sinh dudng nhu d4 an bai. Gia thir anh bdi bi bat qua tang khi cAm nham
mot vat cua mot nguoi lai budn gitta mot dém khuya Véng vé, chi co hai
nguoi, nguoi dn trom va ngudi bi mat trom. Van dé sé duoc giai quyét
sao day? Chi cudi trir roi théi néu ¢ gidn lim anh 14i budn chi con biét
chui dong may cau cho bo ghét. Nghé ai nay lam!

Lai nira, nhitng anh bdi va cic tay thuong hd séng nudc nay ciing
khéng xa la gi nhau, vi nghé nghiép d xui ho thuong gip nhau trong
chén giang ho. Nhung néu c6 ké bi bit gip lac 1ay trom, thi d6 chi 1a
nhitng tay méi vao nghé, nhiing tay mo, nhiing tay nghiép du con nhiing
tay bdi 140 luyén, ho c6 thira kinh nghiém, muu tri dé c6 thé lay do trude
mét ctia chii nhan.

Mot giai thoai vé bdi nhur sau. Trén vam soéng Bao Pinh bén bén
tau Luc Tinh vao mdt dau hém, bon boi khao nhau:

- Vo chong thang cha ban khoai d6 né giiv dé kj qué, o bita tao
tinh kiem vai cu khoai vé luc an ma né canh hoai. Tao do thang nado lay
duwoc cdi gl Cua no tao chiu mot cir nhdu.

C6 tiéng noi:

- Tao ciing chiu thua.

Nhung c6 giong cat 1én:

- T6i nay tao sé ldy cdi....qudn 13nh Ciia con mé cho tui bdy coi.

- Xa0 may oi! Tao thich mdy d6. Lai véi quan Ia vt bat ly
than...ma may.

Khuya hom d6 c6 mot tran cudi nhu troi long dat 1o khi anh
chang boi dua cai quan 1én cao ma anh ta cuom dugc. Co tiéng xOn xao
hoi:

- E, sao may 7am hay vdy...?

- CO gi dau tui bdy, con ngueoi cé hic ciing mat canh gide, nhdt 1a
khi niza dém ga gay 0 o...ma tui bdy. Hon nita vdt ciing co lic...ly thin
chd bé. Lam boi ma tui bay hong biét cdi vu do... ma lam boi cdi noi gi!

Nhung c6 diéu hai vg chong anh ban khoai sau khi bj danh cip,
ma sao khong thay gian hon, chiri bai gi hét, lang 1€ nhd sao lui ghe di
mat.
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5.- Tau Luc tinh

Nhu d trinh bay ¢ phan trén, ngudi Phap c¢6 tham vong lap con
duong xe lira xuy@n sudt Viét Nam tir Lang Son dén Ca mau nhung vi
dia hinh mién T4y day song rach nén dudng hoa xa chi dén My Tho xem
nhu tram chét (terminus). Nhung yéu cau giao thong doi hoi dén khap
c4c tinh mién Téy ké ca dén miii Ca Mau van c6. Viy, ga xe lra My Tho
chi 1a tram trung chuyén cho hanh khanh va hang hda tir mlen Dong vé
mién Tay va nguoc lai nhung bang phuong tién niao dé tiép ndi giao
thong xudng cac tinh mién tay?

L& tat nhién 1a duong thuy hay cu thé hon 1a dudng song vi hé
thong séng ngoOi kinh rach chang chit khiap Nam ky. Con phuong tién?
Ngoai ghe thuyen 16n nho chéo chéng, chay budm, phuong tién hién dai
nhét thoi by gio 1a tau. (Trong Nam khong ding tir tau thiy dé phan biét
tau hoa nhu ngoai Bic). Tau tiép chuyén hanh khach, hang hoa...xudi
nguoc cac dong séng trong Nam ky Luyc tinh. Nhiing chibe tau Ny cip
bén tai vam séng Bao Pinh ciing dugc goi 1a cau hay bén tau Luc Tinh,
céch ga xe lira M§ Tho chi mdy budc.

Tau Luc Tinh 14 loai tau di song, may chay bang hoi nudc
(machine & vapeur) d6t bang cui nhu dau may xe ltra, ngudi Phap goi 1a
xa-1up (chaloupe) nén con goi 1a tau xa-1up. Tau Luc Tinh khaoi hanh tur
Sai Gon, bén Ham Tir & Cho Lén vi bén cang Sai Gon chi danh cho tau
bién. Ra khoi Sai Gon, tau theo sﬁng Soai Rap vao kinh Nuéc Min roi
kinh Cho Gao, ra vam Ky Hon c6 thé vao cau Cui, dé lay thém cui chay
may (cang ca Tién Giang bay gio) r0i cap bén tai cu tau Luc Tinh dé
rude khach, chd hang héa vé mién Tay.

Tau Luc Tinh di khap céc tinh mién Tay: Tra Vinh, Sa Péc, Vinh
Long, Chau Péc, Long Xuyén, Can Tho, Séc Tring, Bac Liéu... ké ca
1én dén Phném Penh. Chu tau c6 thé 1a ngudi Phap, nguoi Viét. ngudi
Hoa...Xin nhic mot ngudi chi, ngudi Viét Nam 1a 6ng Nguyén Vin
Kiéu, tau cia 6ng, nguoi ta goi la tau 6ng Kiéu. Co Tau la nguoi chiu
trach nhiém trong cac cudc hanh trinh cta tau nhu mot thuyén trudng
(capitaine) nén c6 dong phuc nhu mot si quan hang hai ciing ké-pi, ciing
ga-long... lim khi c6 sting dé phong c6 cudp tau.

Nhan tién xin nhic mot vu dam tau Luc Tinh tai vam Ky Hon gan
M§ Tho. Mét chiéc tau Luc Tinh mang hiéu Pong Sanh, di tir Sai Gon vé
Tra Vinh, chuyén nay khong c6 ghé bén tau My Tho, vira ra khoi vam Ky
Hon 10c 4 gio sang vao mot dém vao mua heé nam 1935 hay 1936. Vam
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Ky Hon va song Cira Tiéu c6 hai dong nude ddi luu nhau ca khi nude 16n
Idn nuée rong nén rat nguy hiém cho tau ghe khi ra vao noi nay. Do vdy
thoi by gio c6 mot choi gat thudng truc noi day.

Chiéc tau Dong Sanh vira ra khoi vam Ky Hon bé miii sang trai
dinh bang ngang song Tién nhim vam Giao Hoa theo kinh An Hoéa vé
Bén Tre de di Tra Vinh thi I[am nan. Tau lat “Up gitra dong sbng bao la,
troi coOn vé dém, khong cod _phuong tién nao Cap clru, gén hét hanh khach
déu tr nan. Vi nan nhan déu & xa nén thi hai xdu sb vét 1én déu vo thira

nhan. Nha chic trach thoi bay gi0 moi cho dem chdn tai mot thura dat &
Binh Tao.

Noi chén cat ndy duge dan gian goi 1a dat Pong Sanh, sau noi
nay c6 ndi 18n mot cai cho va ciing duoc goi 1a cho Pdng sanh. Cho
DPong Sanh nay sau thudc vé Phuong 6, va khi cau bic Rach Midu tir
duong Nam ky Khoi nghia doi 1én déy, thi khu mo tap thé Pong Sanh
cling duogc doi di noi khac.

Nhan no6i dén tau Lyuc Tinh, néi d&én tau xa-10p xin ké thém mot
vai giai thoai xa xua. No6i dén bén tau, bén xe, ga xe lira... thudng noi
dén cac cudc chia ly bin rin budn ba. Tiéng ci tau, tiéng sup-1é (siffler)
ciing nhu tiéng c0i xe lira. .. thudong giy xtc cam cho ké ra di nguoi ¢ lai.

Mt cdp tinh nhan chia tay noi bén tau Luc Tinh thuong c6 nhiing
cau ho dé noéi 1én sy cam thuong nhung nhé ciia minh. Chang han:

Tau sup-1é mot con thuong con nhé. Tau sdp-1é hai con doi con
cho. TAu stp-1é ba tau ra bién Bdc. Anh di roi nuée mdt em roi.

b6 1a tinh yéu ctia mot cap tinh nhan Viét Nam con tinh yéu cua
mot cdp tinh nhan Phéap Viét thi sao? Chang mot nguoi linh Phap 1€n tau
cling tir cAu tau Luc Tinh My Tho thuy@n chuyén di Nam Vang (Phndm
Penh), nang mot ngudi phu nit Viét Nam tién chang ra bén tau, trén tay
mot cu ty.. buf)n vi phai xa nguoi yéu, con xa cha nén ciing xuc dong,
nén ciing mubn to tinh minh cho nguoi yéu. Khén ndi nguoi yéu khong
biét tleng Viét nén nang danh phai ngdm may cau tho Viét Nam theo 16
song that luc bat...bang tiéng Phap bdi tuy nhién ciing khéng kém phan
1am ly thong thiét:

- Cudc sé dong... mdng se b ti. Manh to nang... phi ni pa pa
(Coucher donc mon cher petit. Maintenant finit papa).

Néu dich ra mot cach ndm na thi thé ndy: Hay ngu di banh ti yéu
qui ctia me. Bay gio dau con pa pa gi nira! Nhung thoi, moi tinh nao
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cling dang tran trong nén c¢6 nguoi dich ra mot cach thi vi hon: Con oi!
Con hay ngu di. Ba di don thii con gi ma momg!

DPay My Tho cii con dé lai chiing ta nhiéu diéu thu vi.

Cadu rau Luc tinh

- Gido Duc

Trong nhitng “céi nhat” cia My Tho c6 cai nhat trong linh vyc
gido duc. Nguoi Phap dén My Tho vao nim 1861, 6n dinh gudng may
hanh chanh xong, ho bit tay vao viéc day hoc. Trudc khi ho dén, My Tho
cling c6 duoc mot hé théng day va hoc kha hoan chinh, duéi sy dan dit
day do ctia Thu Khoa Huan, Phan Hién Pao, Phan Van Trj, Hoc Lac va
mot s6 sT phu khac.

Cho nén méc du nguoi Phap lap truong mo 16p day chit Phép va
qudc ngit nhung da sb nguoi Viét van cOn Man moi véi chi Nom chu
Han. Nhiing truong 16p chit nho van con hoat dong. Trong sb ¢ mot
truong day chit nho & GO Cat, cho dén nam 1950 van con hoat dong véi
thay Phan Trong Am cOn goi 1a Tung Am hay Tong Am.

Nguoi Phap dén My Tho 1ap ngdi truong so cap dau tién tai dau
duong De Castelneau (bay gid 1a duong Tran Quéc Toan Phuong 7) va
goi 1a truong Tong (Ecole Cantonnale élémentaire). Goi 1a trudng Tong
Vi truong thu nhén hoc sinh trong téng Thuan Tri. (Tong Thun Tri bao
gom My Tho va mot s6 x4 caa huyén Chau Thanh). Truong Tong nay
sau d6 doi vé duong Ngob Quyen (truong TH K¥ thuat by gio) roi vao
nim 1926 lai doi vé xay cit qui mo tai dudng Hung Vuong, dé co tén
“Nhém hoc sinh My Tho” (Groupe scolaire de My Tho) rdi ddi tén
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thanh Truong Tiéu hoc tinh ly (Ecole primaire du chef lieu), réi lai dbi
thanh Truong Tiéu hoc Truong Cong Pinh, rdi Trudng Nam Tiéu hoc
My Tho dé rdi sau thang 4,1975 d6i lai 1a truong Trung hoc co sé Xuan
Diéu.

Nhung d6 chwa phai 12 diu 4n cia My Tho. Chinh Trudng Trung
hoc Nguyén Dinh Chiéu méi c6 tiéng vang trong lich sir gido duc ciia My
Tho. Truong Nguyén Dinh Chiéu 1a mot ngdi truong Trung hoc dugc xdy
cat s6m nhat (1879) trong toan cdi Pong Duong trudc ca cac truong &
Sai Gon chi trir mdt truong cua dao Cong gido, truong D’ Adran (Collége
d’Adran) nhung cling chi ¢6 2 nam ma thoi.

Do 1a noi vé bé day lich st con vé tam voc kién trac, trudng
Nguyen Dinh Chleu van chiém wu hang néu so véi cac kién trac trudng
b¢ trong toan qudc va méi cho dén ngay nay. Thoat dau, truong mang tén
Truong Trung hoc My Tho (Collége de My Tho) sau d6 d6i thanh
Truong Trung hoc Le Myre de Villers (College Le Myre de Villers) va
khi c6 ban tu tai (enseignement secondaire) d6i tén la Lycée Nguyén
Pinh Chiéu, cudi cing vao nim 1955 mang tén Trudng Trung hoc
Nguyén Binh Chiéu va hién gid 1a Truong trung hoc phd thong Nguyén
Dinh Chiéu.

5. Tin nguwéng

M3 Tho ngan xua thuc vé mot ving nho c6 thién thoi dia loi nén
tre nhién nhan hoa, do vay dinh chiia miéu mao nha thd' duoc nguoi dan
ton trong, gin gitr, bao tdn va xem 1a noi dé con nguoi tim dén trau giéi
dao duc tam linh.

Pinh

Dinh Piéu Hoa dugc xay cit trude thé ky XX tai duong Trinh
Hoai Dtic Phudng 2 cOn goi noi day 1a X6m Dinh. Mbi nim c6 hai 18
cung vao thang giéng va thang bay am lich dé nguoi dan dén chiém bai
Than cau nguyén cho qudc thai dan an. Nguoi dan My Tho da coi dinh
Diéu Hoa la trung tam thd phuong Than dé dén cang bai Cau nguyén. My
Tho con cd dinh My Chanh, dinh My Hdi ca hai dinh nay 0 gan nhau
thudc Phuong 8 bay gid tirc 12 ving My Chanh (M§ Tho c¢b). Mbi dinh
nhu vy van con bao giit mot hay nhidu Sac phong ciia cac vi vua phong
tir vua Minh Mang 1au nhat dén Thiéu Tri, Ty Puc va gan nhat 13 vua
Bao Dai. Py 1a nhiing di san qubc gia vo ciing qui bau ndi 1én tinh doc
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lap, tu chu, ban chit dan toc, van hoa va truyén théng hudng thién cua
mot dat nude bon ngan ndm van hién.

Chua Phat

Thanh phé My Tho c6 dén nay 48 ngéi tu vién, chwa ké s6 chla
do c&c x& ving moi hoi nhap vao thanh phd. Nhung ¢ ddy xin nhic qua
bdn chia 16n trong ndi thanh 1a Chua Vinh Trang, Chua Biru Lam, Choa
buc Lam va chua Thién Phudc.

Chia Buu Lam duge Ba Nguyén Thi Pat dung ra xdy cat vao
nam 1742 tai Phuong 3 bay gio nam bén kia song Bao Dinh.

Bau Lam c6 tu 12 mot trong nhitng ngdi chia xua nhit ¢ Tién
Giang, dugc thanh lap nam 1802 doi vua L& Canh Hung, trong khi &
mién Nam con chia Nguyén Phuc Hoat. Tir 1742 dén nay da c6 10 doi
tru tri cla cac vi cao tang.

Ptrc Lam cd tu con goi la chua Ba Lén, c6 ngudi goi 1a Ba Lén
dugc thanh lap tir the ky thir XVIII do gia dinh ba Lé Thi Khuong. Dia
diém tai xa My Phong. Pén nay chua da trai qua 8 doi tru tri.

Chua Thién Phudc toa lac trén dudng GO Cét, x4 My Phong. ap
M¥ An duoc thanh 1ap vao nam 1812 do dan chung dia phuong dimg ra
dong gop.

Chua Vinh Trang duoc xdy dung vao nam 1840 do su dong gop
ctia 6ng ba Buii Cong Dat thoat dau véi 16 klen trac chlia ¢6 bang cay lop
ngodi. Vao nam 1907 hoa thuong Chanh Hau rdi sau dé hoa thuong Minh
Dang ciing hoa thuong Hoang Tir cho xay cét lai vai 16i kién triic dic thu
A, Au dé c6 duoc ngdi chia €6 tim voc nhu ngay nay. Pén nay chua
Vinh Trang da c6 dugc 7 doi cac hoa thugng truy tri.
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" _" : . e il RNy 5 -,
MGt gdc toan cdanh truong Neuyén Pinh Chiéu

Gan déy trude ngdi chiia ¢6 kinh ndy da doi khu nghia dia c6 tir
trim nam nay, dé thanh lap mot cong vién dong thoi dung mét tugng
Phat Thich Ca 18 m sau d6 an vi thém mét twong Di Lac ciing d6 so
khdng kém. Rét tiéc cong trinh tén kém nay khong biét noi 1én diéu gi
cho thanh phd, nhung c6 didu trudc mat 12 nd lam mét di vé ton nghiém
thanh tinh c6 kinh ¢ hiru ctia nhitng ngdi chla.

Céc chua ¢ My Tho mot phan I6n thugc Bic tong, mot phan
thuoc Nam tong rat it, nhu chua Phap Bao duong Ly Thuong Kiét.
Ngoai ra con mot sd chua theo hé Khat si ¢ cac Tinh X4 nhu Tinh x4
Ngoc Tuong, Tinh xa Ngoc Trung.....

Chua Cao dai

Pao Cao dai & My Tho c¢6 nhiéu Thanh Thét va chia ra hai phai,
mot phai thd Thién Nhan nhu chua Cao dai duong Ly Thuong Kiét, va
mot phai Chon ly the Trai Tim, nhu chua Cao dai ¢ ap My An, xa My
Phong. Ngoi chlia ndy 1a ngdi chua Cao dai co nhat & My Tho do 6ng
Doc phu Ca sang lap.

- Nha tho

Trudce khi nguoi Phap dén, My Tho d4 c6 nhitng ngudi theo dao
Thién Chua roi. C6 nhi€u di tich chimg t6 dao Thién Chua da c6 mat tu
lau ¢ vung Ba Giong, Nhi Qui.trén 300 nam tinh dén nay.

Sau khi ngudi Phap dén nhimg nha tho dau tién da c6 & Thu Ngit
(Xuan Bong, Chg Gao), ¢ Binh Tao (Phuong 6 ) nhung My Tho thi chua
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CO Mal dén nam 1866, 67 m&i c6 mot ngdi nha tho bang cay lop tranh
Cat gin cho My Tho hién gid, sau d6 doi di may luot cudi cing vé xay
cat tai duong Bourdais (Hung Vuong) nhung khong phai ¢ vi tri hién tai
ma bén kia duong d6 1a nha tho Thanh Tam.

Nam 1904, bao nam Thin tan ph& nha tho ny nén sau d6 duoc
xay cat lai bén kia 16 Bourdais trén mit bang hién nay, véi qui mé 16n va
tur do trg thanh Nha Tho Chanh toa cua ho dao My Tho.

Chua Héi gido

Nguoi An & M§¥ Tho ciing c6 mot ngdi chua, nhung khong phai 1a
ngoi chua An gido ma la ngdi chua Hoi gido. Ngbi chia nay xay cat dau
thé ky XX, nam trén con dudng Trinh Hoai Puc gan nga tu Pinh Bo
Linh. Nguoi Viét ching ta thuong goi chung ngudi An 14 Cha v4, khéng
biét co 1am 13n véi ngudi Java von & ving POIyneSIa dudi Indonésia
cling da den (ngdm ch¢ khong den nhu nguoi An) cling mic xa rong,
ciing doi mil 6ng...vi ngudi An co hai dao mot 14 An gido hai 1a Hoi
gid0. Chua An c6 néc nhon, chiia Hoi c6 noc bau tron. Khi An Do doc
lap lién dwgc chia ra hai mot 1a An DO (Inde) theo An gido, hai la
Pakistan theo Hoi gido dén bay gio.

6. Van héa
Bai Vong c6 va nhac tai tir

C6 thé n6i My Tho xua 1a «cdi ndi ciia Don Ca tai tu. That vy néu
bdo Bac Liéu la noi ra 10 Vong 6 hoai lang thi chinh My Tho méi 14 noi
phd bién sau rong trong quan ching. Chinh My Tho véi rap Thay Nam
TU, véi héng dia Ba té Ba n6 da “lang x€” ban Vong c6 sau khi hoan
chinh tir nhip 8 1&n 16 rdi 32, tir ddy Bac liéu qua Rach Gia dén Sai Gon,
réi nhd cac bac tai danh sang tao dé tré nén mot ban nhac thim dam mau
séc dan toc.

M¥ Tho ciing von 12 qué huong cta rat nhiéu tai danh nghé si nbi
tiéng nhu nghé si Phung Ha, Nam Phi, Bay Nam clng nhiing bac thay
trong nghé thuat nhu Huynh Vin Choi (Tu Choi), Bay Nhiéu, Nguyén
Thanh Chau (Nam Chau), Tran Hitu Trang, T Anh... voi nhfmg doan
hat “dai bang” nhu Huynh Ky, Phudc Cuong, Phung Hao..

My Tho xung dang véi danh hiéu céi noi cai luwong.. Rat tiéc thoi
gian khdng cho phép My Tho giir duoc danh tiéng nay nita roi.
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Tho Luc Van Tién

NOi vé van hoa My Tho xwa ma khong néi dén tho Luc Van Tién
la mot didu dic t6i voi tién nhan. Cach nay nta thé ky & Nam Ky Luc
Tinh, khong ai 1a khong biét noi tho Luc Van Tién. Trong vudn tuoc,
ngoai ddng rudng, trén cac dong sOng rach gitra trua hay dang dém khuya
khoit, ta thudng nghe vang vamg di€u noi tho Luc Vén Tién. Toi xin
nhan manh tir NOI ch¢ khong phai ngdm. Tho thi ngdm nhung d6i véi
tho Luc Van Tién la “no6i”. Vi sao ¢0 su khac biét nhu vay?

Nhu ta d4 biét, cu Nguyén Binh Chiéu viét tap tho Luc Van Tién
la cbt gido duc ngudi dan theo duong Nhan Nghia ma dbi twong 1 ai? La
nhitng ngudi nong dan chan 1am tay bun, ngheo kho dét nat, nén ngay
trong 16i tho cu ciing st dung 16i viét cbt sao cho gan giii, dé hiéu va 16i
dién ta thanh 15i ciing vay, ciing gian di, mdc mac nhu trd chuyén nhu ké
I& nhu “néi” sao cho d& néi d& nghe. Do 1a 161 “Noi Tho Luc véan Tién”
mét 161 “ngam tho doc dao” caa mién Nam.

Nguoi dan Nam Ky trong khi cay cdy cuc nhoc, trong khi chéo
Chong mét moi, mudn c¢6 mot phut thu gian, ho néi tho Luc Van Tién.
Chéng han:

..Ai 0i lang lang ma nghe

Dit rang viéc trude lanh de than sau

Trai thoi frung hieu lam dau

Gai thoi tiét hanh la cau trau minh

Trai gai trong cong viéc dong ang thuong ding tho Luc Vén Tién
dé giai budn. Chang han ho ghép tén Nguyét Nga cho mot ¢6 gai nay va
Luc Van Tién cho mot céu trai khac roi ho bét chude 16i néi tho do dé
cip doi hoic chong gheo hai ngudi:

Van Tién bun ba than tho

Trong cho troi toi dé cho (hay mo) Nguyét Nga

Hoac:

Nguyén vin trong tho Luc Van Tién thé nay:

Khoan khoan ngoi dé ché ra

Nang la phdn gdi ta la phdn trai

Ho stra lai:

Khoan khoan ngéi dé ché ra
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Pé ta vao dé cdi matién hon.

Hoac:

Nguyén van:

BUi Kiém thi rét tré vé

Bui 6ng mang nhiet nhuin tré duoi di

Stra lai:

BUi Kiém thi rét tro vé

Mat may mot dong nhu de thit trau.

Dién hinh nhét trong moi cach “xao x40” tho Luc Van Tién dé tro
thanh mot giai thoai ma ai cling biét, ai cling thich nhung kho néi ra néu
khong nham cho, khong ding lic “than mat”. Cang vi ly do do, nén tac
gia chi dam nhac va ghi lai ngan nay thoi:

Van Tién ngoi dia bui mén

Cho cho trang lang...

Gét bo cai khiém nh trong cau tho tu ché ra, ta thir tuong twong
ba con nguoi ndng dan dét nat, dang luc cay ciy vat va mét nhoc, ludn
ban tim v6i cai nghéo khé dang tréng mot cai gi d6 dé giai khuay thu
gian. Bong c6 mot giong ndi tho Luc Van Tién ctia mot anh chang nao do
|6 tiéng ngan nga may cau nhur Vay, V6i sy dong 16a hé ha cia cac chang
trai khac clng véi cai “hit ngoai” bé ngoai cua cac co gai, thi theo toi
qua that 12 “ mot diéu dan ca, mot diéu dong ca” tuyét voi.

Nhung noi gi thi ndi tap tho Luc Van Tién d4 va mai mai van 1a
mot tac pham tuyét tic vé moi 1anh vyc chinh tri, van hoc, gido duc, x&
hoi...it nita 1a cho ngudi dan Nam Ky Luc Tinh ma Nguyén Dinh Chiéu
d4 lay Nhan Nghia 1am trong diém.

Tiéc thay vung dat ma Luc Van Tién ra doi, hién gio con méy ai
nhé dén tho Luc Van Tién!

Thé thao

T nam 1938, My Tho dd c6 mot san van dong kha hién dai du
tiéu chuan cho nhimg trn banh quoc té, ndm trén dudong Hung Vuong.
Chinh noi déy da c6 nhiing trén so giay gilta doi tuyén My Tho va doi
Nam Hoa cua Hong Kong vao nam 1939, gitra d61 tuyén My Tho va mot
do6i bong cua Thuy dién vao khoang cudi 1960.
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Dén bay gid nhitng ngudi 10n tudi mé béng da khong thé quén
duogc nhimng danh thi nhu My do (My 2), Rang, Cui...Day 1a nhimg cau
tha trong doi bong My Tho Sport, mdt ddi bong ngoai hang trong cac doi
bong ngoai hang cia Mién Nam nhu Cang Sai Gon, Etoile Gia Dinh,
Hiép Hoa, Police Sport....Chi ¢c6 My Tho Sport 1a mot doi tinh trong 21
tinh cua Mién Nam nim trong cac 7 d6i ngoai hang nay ma thoi.

Pua xe dap: Tran Vin Nhuong tay dua xe dap ciia My Tho d&
ting so tai trong c4c giai dua 16n thoi bay gid nhu vong dua Vong quanh
bong Duong, véi cac “anh chi” nhu phuong hoang Lé Thanh Céac trong
nam, him xam Lé Vian Than ngoai bic....

Boi 16i: Ciing trong thoi ndy My Tho c6 nhiing con kinh ngu lam
né mat cac tinh ké Sai Gon va Ha Noi. Do 1a nhitng: Tran Trong Phan,
mot thay gido, hai anh em Cam L& con cua 6ng chii nha sach Nam
Cuong, d6 1a Nguyén Ky chu tiém chup hinh Thién Ky, con c6 Chin
Thanh cha nha sach Do Quang, dic biét 1a Nguyén Vin Thong chi c6
mot chan ma da 1am séng 1am gié (nghia tring 1an nghia den) tai hd Hoan
Kiém, Ha Noi tranh tai v6i nhitng con kinh ngu trong khép nuéc.

V6 thuat: Trong nhitng ndm 1920-1945 da s6 thanh nién déu cé
hoc v8 ¢b truyén, sau d6 trong thoi gian quan doi Nhat Bon chiém dong
M¥ Tho ho c6 day mon vd Nhu Pao (Judo) va sau nda la Jiu-Jitsu cling
tir Judo ma ra c6t day cho quan doi Nhat khi chién déu.

V& mén quyén Anh (boxe) ngay tai My Tho ngodi tai san van
dong duong Hung Vuong, ca trong nha mat cua truong Nam Tiéu hoc
My Tho d4 c6 thiét 1ap nhitng v8 dai cho cac tran ddu quyén Anh cép
qudc gia. Noi ddy d4 tap hop nhiéu tay v6 quyén Anh cy phach trong
nudc d4 ting so gang voi cac tay gang qudc té.

* NGUOI KHMER

Theo lich sir, My Tho xua thudc mot ving dit ban khai ntra bién
nira dat lién. DA tir 1au chi ¢6 nhitng cum dan cu it 6i dén sinh sng noi
cac ving dét cao c6 it nhidu thao moc cdy cdi, nudc ngot. Nhitng ving do
goi 1a “soc” theo tiéng khmer nhu Séc Sai, Soc Tring, Séc Bom
Bo...theo tiéng Viét 12 “Giéng” nhu Ba Gidng, Giong Quit, Gidng Keo,
Gidng Ong Tb, ciing theo tiéng Viét 12 “Go” nhu Go Cong, Go Quao, Go
Vap...

Ldc bay gid cong dong lao dong ngudi Viét va nguodi Mién séng
hoa thuan véi nhau mac du do6i luc c¢6 nhling xung dot chinh tri cta cac
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cap cam quyén. Nén van héa Phu Nam c6 luc 1én dén dinh cao trong vom
troi Pong Nam A bdng nhién tan bién tuy nhién van con luyu lai it nhidu ¢
My Tho. Vao nha bao tang tinh Tién Giang, ta s& tim thay rat nhiéu cb
Vit c6 nién dai rat xa mang diu 4n Phi Nam tim dugc trong ving My
Tho.

Vé vin héa méi dén thap nién 1940 My Tho vin con dén tiép
nhitng ganh hat “d0 k&” mot loai hat tudng cua Mién dén tir cac tinh Tra
Vinh, Séc Trang, Bac Liéu dén hat tai My Tho. Tudng tich ciia cac doan
nay khong nhiéu chi yéu 12 tudng “Thach Sanh Chém Chang”. Van héa
khmer c6 mot 16i mua goi 1a mia “Lam Thon”. Di¢u mia uyén chuyén
ndy sir dung d6 mém d&o ubn éo cia tay 1an chan theo diéu nhac ngii 4m
khién cho ta lién twong dén diéu nhac viing Nam A.

Mot goc cho My Tho

M§ Tho khong con chua Mién nhung trudec day & vung Xuan
Poéng c6 kham pha mot phé tich chua Mién. Nhung dén nay ¢ My Tho
khi dao dat hodc mo duéi day song Ciru Long hay séng Béo Pinh ta van
con gap nhiéu vat cd gbc khmer nhu: hu, gh, tin, trong... Mot sb bang
dat sét nung mau vang nhu gach, mot s6 ¢o 18 gan day hon lai c6 phi mot
|6p men mau nau sam. Men nay chinh 1a do ngudi Mién sang tao tir cat
dudi 1ong sdng ma ngudi ta goi 1a cat con.

* HOA
1.-GIAO DUC
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Nguoi Hoa ¢6 ddu 6c thyc tién gioi vé kinh té khéng c6 nghia 1a
ngudi Hoa khéng chu trong dén sy hoc van cia con chau. Trai lai 1a
khac. Mot thanh phé M§ Tho nho nhu thé, s6 hoa kiéu so voi ngudi Viét
Nam chi 12 mét ty 18 nho, thé ma ngay tir dau thé ky XX, ngudi Hoa dé
c6 nhirng truong hoc riéng cho ngudi Hoa.

Ngay khi nguoi Hoa dat chan 1én d¢it My Tho, chua kip lo gia cu
thi ho d4 lo cét...chua Quan dé hay 1a chua Ong dé tho Quan Cong, 18 tat
nhién, nhung coOn mot cong ich khac d6 1a cho tré con dén... hoc chit.
Chit Trung Qudc hay chir Han khong danh van vi khong c6 chit cai, chi
c6 b, lai nita mdi chir 14 mot nghia hay nhiéu nghia nhung lai viét khac
nhau, nén ngit vung Trung Qudc cd bao nhiéu tir thi phai hoc bay nhiéu
tir. Kho ddy nhung ciing dé day vi biét chir ndo rdi ra chir ndy. Do do, bat
cir mot nguoi Trung Qudc nao biét chir nhidu hay it cling ¢co thé 1a thay
ctia nguoi chua biét chit. Do vy co cau Mot chit ciing thay, hai chir ciing
thay (Nht tu vi su, ban tu vi su).

Cho nén nguoi Hoa & My Tho c¢6 truong Hoa cho con em ho cling
khdng tré hon ngudi Viét bao nhiéu. Ngéi truong Quang Pong Hoc Hiéu
tai déc cau Quay co6 mit vao dau thé ky XX. Xin luoc ké cac truong Hoa
& My Tho:

Truong Quang Péng Hoc hiéu cho hoc sinh Quang tai dbc cau
Quay, Phudng 1 sau vé Phudng 7 lay tén Quang Triéu rdi doi thanh Viét
TG & duong Lé Loi.

Phuong 2 c¢6 hai truong mot 1a truong Tan Dan cho hoc sinh
ngudi Phudce Kién va Triéu Chau duong Trinh Hoai Pic va trudng Sing
Chinh sau 1a Pac Hanh cho hoc sinh néi tiéng He duong Phan Thanh
Gian gan dbc cau Quay.

’ Phuong 3 c6 truong Tri Nhon sanh sau d¢ mudn day con em noi
tieng Triéu Chau va Phudc Kién ¢ duong Phan Thanh Gian noi dai.

2.- TIN NGUONG PHONG TUC TAP QUAN HQI NHAP

Nguoi Hoa theo Phat gido phai Dai Thira hay Bac Tong tuy nhién
ho nang vé chu thuyét Khéng, Manh, Ldo nhiéu hon va ho xem nhu 1a
Pao: Pao Khéng, Pao Lao...Dén Viét Nam, cong déng nguoi Hoa chu
trong vao viéc xay cit chiia Quan dé tirc 1a chua thd Quan Céng, mot
kién tuong thoi Tam Quéc dugc vinh danh bing 4 chit Trung, Can,
Nghia, Khi va don gian, dan gian goi 1a chiia Ong.

73| Trang



Mot huyén thoai 1a Quan C8ng von mét tuéng vo, trong sudt doi
quan nghlep da giét khong biét bao nhiéu nguoil. Khi Quan Coéng bi Lir
Mong giét, Quan Cong hién thanh dé doi lai dau. Co mdt vi hoa thugng
d4 dic dao nhic cho biét chinh Quan Céng ciing giét biét bao nhiéu
ngudi ma cé ai doi ddu khong? Quan Céng gidc ngd va duoc thanh Phat
v6i phat tanh Quan Thanh D& Quan Bo Tét (theo thuyét: tu nhat kiép ngd
nhét thoi). Do d6 chia thd Quan Cong con goi 1a chua Quan dé. (Bé va
bd tat 1a Phat. Do d6 trong chiia Phat phai Dai thira, ciing ¢6 thd Quan
Cong).

Trong chua Ong con ¢c6 tho éng Bon, mot vi than cham lo cho tai
chénh cua chua (nguoi Hoa ma, tai chanh trudc da...ma tai chanh thi
phai c6 tai phu, tai pha cho chiia Ong 14 ...6ng Bén), mot bén 1a tho ba
Thién Hau, mot vi nit than ma nguoi Hoa, chi ¢c6 nguoi Phude Kién thoi,
tin 1a d@ cuu mang ho che ché ho khi ra khoi vuot bién dén... Viét Nam
dugc binh yén.

Con tai tu gia thi nha nha déu ¢ ban tho Ong ngay giita nha va
trén cao, ngdy dém nhang dén, mdi nam c6 dén sdu 1& cung. Nguoi
Trung Québc thd Quan Coéng lay bdn dirc sau day 1am ngon dubc soi
duong cho tAm linh: Trung Can Nghia Khi. Ngay xua nhiéu nguoi Viét
Nam ta ciing c6 thd Quan Cong nhung khéng hiéu quan niém nay.

Tuy nhién sé ngudi Minh Huong c6 giong méau Hoa Viét lai co
mot ngdi chiia van thd Phat nhung ldy t&r 4n phu mau lam tdm hudng.
Nhitng ngdi chua dé goi 1a chia Minh su. Su mic y phuc c¢6 dang dap
ngudi Hoa, ni cling mac 4o vat khach theo phu nir Hoa. Mot ng6i chua
nhu vay hién c6 mit tai Phudng 5 Thanh phé M§ Tho.

it c6 nguoi Hoa nao di chua Pht, chi c6 nhing ba vg nguoi Viét
Nam hay con chau van thuong di 1& chlia theo tin ‘ngudng Viét Nam ma
ho khong hé phan dbi. Noi chung la nguoi Hoa song voi Vo nguoi Vigt,
lubn c6 mot su tén trong, giao hét viéc nha ctra, nudi nang day do con
chau cho nguoi vo.
. Nhiing ngdi chuia Ong ngudi Hoa & My Tho tinh theo thoi gian
gom co:

1.- Ng6i chua C)ng cudi dudng Nguyén Huynh Purc thudec Ap My
An (My Phong) xay cat trong thoi Duong Ngan Dich, day la ngdi chua
Ong c6 nhit My Tho, danh cho nguoi Phudc Kién va nguoi Tridu Chau.
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Bén Canh ngoi chua Ong nay con c6 ngdi chiia Ba, goi 1a chua Ba
Kim Hoa Xay cit sau ndy ciing cta ngudi Hoa. Nhirng nguoi di le ngoi
chua Ba nay thuong 12 phu nit vi theo tin ngudng, ho dén 1& chla nay véi
muc dich cau tu.

2.- Ngoi chua Ong duong Pinh Bo Linh thudc Phuong 3 danh
cho nguoi Hai Nam.

3.- Ngbi chua Ong duong Trung Tric Phuong 1 danh cho nguoi
Quang Bong.

4.- Ngbi chua Ong duong Ap Béac Phuong 5 danh cho ngudi He.
Ngdi chia nay chi méi xay cit vao nam 1969 ma thoi.

5.- COn mot ngdi chiia ma it ai biét vi nd 1a mot ngdi chua
“ngheo” lai & trong Hoc BuUn 4p 5 x4 Pao Thanh, nhung né lai 1a mot
ngdbi chlia c6. Mot huyén thoai, xin néi chi 1a mot huyén thoai thoi, 12 vao
nim 1968, B52 bo bom ¢ Hbc Bun gdy mot hé to hon cai dia, nha cira
cay cbi san thanh binh dia. Ngoi chiia Ong nay chi cach noi bém nd vai
tram mét, sudn, noc, vach chua déu dd ca thé ma tuong C)ng van cOn
dung yén. Dén nay nguoi dan trong x4 d4 xay dung lai kha khang trang.

Xa qué huong nhung nguoi Hoa ndo ciing 6m mong tré vé Trung
Qudc trudc khi chét. Ciing co6 mot sb ngudi Hoa da c6 vo Viét Nam
nhung ciing cony tuong c6 mot ba vo xam dé c6 duge mot giong con
thuan chung. Ho van ¢6 gitr ne nép phong tuc tap quan ciia ho. Nhu con
cai phal néi tiéng Hoa, hoc tiéng Hoa, dn mic theo Tau &40 X4 Xau, nut
that, dau (toc) hét giop ( hét jop tuc 1a sat Vo ¢0 céi méng ngua chd mo
ac) cho con trai. Con con gai mac ao xam vat khach, nit that hay nut
bop, t6c thit bim hay hét bom bé, khéng udn, quan limg dén dau gbi.

Thoi ndy & My Tho van con mét s6 140 phu ngudi Hoa con ¢6 tuc
b6 chan. Céc 6ng 130 ngudi Hoa hit thude goi 13 thude tau, rat nhuyén,
rat thom, bang mot 6ng diéu dai 4, 5 tac, thuéc ndy nhap tir Hong Kong
ma ngudi Hoa goi 1& Hing Cdon, ta goi la Huéng Cang tirc 1a Huong
Cang. Mot s6 dong nguoi Hoa hut & phién.

Nhimng ngay & chinh trong nim ciia ngudi Hoa: Tét Nguyén dan,
6 ngay via Ong, mdi ngdy 16 &m lich hang thang déu co cling goi 1a
cung 16, 1€ ciing mung 5 thang 5 hay Tét Doan Ngo... Nguoi Hoa khong
c6 tuc gid 6ng ba nhu ta. Nhung ciung séng véi ngudi vo Viét ho ton
trong moi phong tuc 18 thoi cua ta.
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Ho tho ngudi chét chi bang bai vi chd it khi ho treo hinh anh.
Trong gian gita ciia mot ngdi nha ngudi Hoa, trén cao la ban thd Ong
dudi 1a tho ba Thién Hau ciing voi thd bd Me sanh, hai bén 1a t tién, 6ng
ba, cha me, cht bac, ¢6 di ..nghia 14 tat ngudi trong gia dinh di d4 qua
doi, nhung duong nhu van chung séng véi ho trong mot mai nha.

Nguoi Hoa lap gia dinh voi mot phu nit Viét Nam sinh con 18 tit
nhién theo “ho” cha nhung bat budc phai c6 hon thi. Mot sb cip vo
chdong Hoa Viét séng v6i nhau tron doi khong co hon thu, nén khi sinh
con, con phai mang ho me. Hon nita con cua Hoa kiéu du vo 1a ngudi
Viét hay ngudi Hoa sinh con ¢ Viét Nam van 1a cong dan Viét Nam. Mot
sy hoi nhap ti€ém tién mot cach tu nhién gitta cong dong nguoi Viét va
ngudi Hoa. Phuong chi “ho gia dinh” cta ngudi Trung Qudc va ngudi
Viét Nam gan nhu giéng nhau. Néu mot ngudi mang tén Tran Thanh ta
cho nguoi d6 13 ngudi Hoa, con néu Tran Vian Thanh thi ta cho 1a nguoi
Viét Nam, mic du géc 1a ngudi Hoa.

Nhan tién xin n6i thém vé hé théng “ho gia dinh” cua nguoi Viét
Nam. Nhu ching ta biét ho ctia ngudi Viét Nam va ngudi Trung Hoa c6
nhiéu ho giéng nhau. Nhitng nudc chau A khac gan giii voi Trung Quéc
nhu Triéu Tién, Nhyt Bon, Méng C6, M&n Chau... van c6 ho tring voi
Trung Hoa nhung rt it.

O mién Trung c6 sy hoi nhap véi Chiém Thanh nén nha Nguyén
Chor phép 4 ho cua Chiém thanh la ho Viét Nam gom c6 Ong, Ma, Tra,
Cheé. ba s0 ho nay ¢ mién Trung thudc Quang Binh, Thura Thién...

Con trong Nam I& tit nhién 1a c6 ho Thach, ho Son gbc Khmer
(Mién).

. . PHAP

Non mot tram nam c6 mat ¢ Viét Nam, nguoi Phap da dé lai
khéng it diu an vé kién tric xdy cét vét chat cling nhu tap quéan sinh hoat
gia dinh, x4 hoi, van hoa ...M¥ Tho lai 1a mot thanh phé 16n ¢6 tAim quan
trong trén ca nudc vé& moi mit chinh tri, quan sy kinh té, giao thong, van
hoa...nén s ngudi Phap ¢ day ciing kha dong.

O day chung ta chi phién dién nhac lai nhiing nép séng vin minh
cua nguoi Phap da tac dong va anh hudng dén ngudi dan My Tho luc bay
gio ra sao va dé lai dén ngay nay nhiing gi.
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Khong anh My Tho 1960

Trong thoi gian ngudi Phap & My Tho thanh phan ndo gan giii véi
ngudi Phap nhiéu nhat? L& di nhién la nhimng cong chirc 1am viée cho
chinh quyén lac biy gio. Xin néi rd ho, nhimg ngudi cong chic nay,
khong hian 1a nguoi theo Phap hay than Phap ma tir Phap goi la
francophile. (Chéng Phap hoi 1a francophobe). Tuy nhién vi Ia cong
chirc (gido vién, tho ky..) ho thuong xuy@n tiép xtic voi ngudi Phap, hon
nita khi con 1a hoc sinh ho da di hoc chir Téy...du mudn du khdng nhiing
nguoi nay ciing bi anh huéng cua nguoi Phap. Ngoai ra con mot thanh
phan nira 1a nhu‘ng ngudi giau ¢ dién chu hay thuong gia, thuong co6 dip
di day di do tiép xuc voi hang nguoi co tién, €6 quyen thé, c6 dia vi, co
con di hoc truong tay ciing nhiém theo 16i séng nguoi Phap. Mot thanh
phan nira, d6 12 nhitng tin ¢6 Thién Chua gi4o va ndi rong ra dan My Tho
thoi by gio it nhiéu ciing bi 16i cudn trong 161 sdng cua tiy phuwong

NOi tiéng tay

Cho nén ra duong gip nhau, nhitng thay thong thay ky néi chuyén
V61 nhau bé“mg mot thir tiéng ba roi. Thi du: Demain, nght day, toi lai moi
boire un coup, nhé ri madame di theo. Ma femme nhdc elle hodi. Ca
c’est dit! (Ngay mai nghi day, bo lai tdi uén mot chau nghe, nhd ri ba xa
di, vo t6i nhic ba hoai. N6i roi diy nhé!)

Tham chi may ong nha qué khong biét tiéng tdy mot chit, ma gip
nhhau ciing; Bong jua, 0-ro-voa..ra phet Con nhitng 6ng phan, 6ng
huyén, may thay gido trdm vdi nhau biang tiéng tay nhu bip rang duong

nhu ho quen mét tiéng Viét Nam. That vay, nhitng nguoi hoc cao hang
ngay dung tiéng Phap sudt, vé nha ho noi tiéng Viét Nam bd ngd lim. C6
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nhitng ngudi Viét noi tiéng Phép rat gioi, gioi hon ca ngudi Phap. L& tat
nhién vi nguoi Viét hoc cao ndi véi giong tri thirc con may “thing tay tao
c40” ¢6 hoc gi dau. Ngay xua noi truong Nam Tiéu hoc c6 mot thay gido,
thay Nguyén Van Dat, thay dep trai, an mac ludn luén dang mode, Xirc
dau thom...noi tiéng tay “hét cd”. Giong thiy trong tréo nhu giong dam
pa-ri-xen chd khong them giong tady dau, luu loat, troi chay...ai ciling
khen nhit 1 hoc trd thi mé thay 1am. (Em viét nhitng gidng ndy hy vong
thay con trén cdi doi ndy dé thay noi ting tdy cho tdy né ngan choi.)

Vin dé ndy 1a chung cho Viét Nam, ché khéng riéng My Tho,
nhung & My Tho ciing d4 xay ra nhu vay. nén nhan néi vé My Tho ciing
nén noi lai ciing khong phai 12 thira. Thir nhic lai mot vai tir lai can, Viét
lai Phép va Phap lai Viét: Co nhitng tir phién &m con gidng nhau nhu: le
ballon Ia trai ba-long, cinéma la Xi-né-ma...Hoi khiac mot chat nhu: le
savon thanh cuc xa bdng, la gamelle thanh c&i gau mén...La hodc nhu: le
caporal goi 1a anh cop réng, le comissaire thi la dng co...

Dén Phap lai Viét nhu: anh nha qué, tay goi 1a le nha que (doc
theo tay la lo nha ké) mot dong tir v cung thi vi, trong tu dién Larousse
ndm nao t6i c6 thay. Do 1a dong tir Viét c6 nghia 12 “6 nha” khong di
dau, ong tay nao do dam keé vao tir dién dong tir Phap 13 xdang cdi nhat dé
viét theo tiéng Phap 1a s’encainharder!. Thi du: Aujourd’hui Nguyén ne
sort pas, il s’encainharde avec ses enfants” nghia 1a: Hom nay, Nguyén
khéng ra ngoai, anh ¢ nha véi cac con anh.

Bay gio tir ndy t0i khong biét ai bar chudc ai? Do 1a dong tir
Phap Palabrer ( doc la ba-lap-bré). Tra ctru trong tr dlen Phép tir nay co
nghia noi dong dai, khdng nghia 1y gi c4, tam sam tam dé...sao ma no
gidng dong tir Viét minh dén thé: Thi du: N&, may khong lo 1am di ¢
do... ndi ba 14p hoai!!!

Ngoai ra nguoi Viét Nam ndi tiéng Phap ma khong can hoc
nhiéu. Thi du: Mot thing “bdi” (boy) noi véi ba chu dam cua n6 dé cho
biét 14 “no di tiéu roi ra mé song dé quing xo mit luén”. N6 nédi nhu vay:

Moa a-lé rong-xa-xa, moa Soz-ti mong-xe moa quit-xo-mang!
(rong xa xa la di ti€u, sot-ti méng xe la ra mé song, moa quit-xo-mang la
to1 quang xo mit...) Vay ma ba dam ciling hiéu.

Con cum tir: Hét nuée néil Thi sao? Xin nghe day: Phi-ni 16 dia!
(Phi-ni 1a Finir la het, 16 1a I’eau la nurde, dia 1a dire la nd.). That hét nude
noi!!!
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Lam tho Viét biang tléng tay. Mot c6 Viét Nam c6 chong linh
Phap. Anh nay dugc thuyén chuyén 1én Nam Vang. Doi linh ra di...|1a bat
phuc hoan nén CO Vo bong con ra bén tau Luc tinh My Tho dé tién anh
chdng. Budn vi ndi xa chdng, thuong cho con roi ddy khong biét con gap
lai cha khéng, nén c6 vo tic canh sinh tinh lam hai cau tho ma tho chit
Phap anh chong méi hiéu. Khén ndi ¢6 vo thi khéng biét 1am tho Phap.
Thoi danh tho Viét ma 161 Phap...bdi vay. Hai ciu tho thé ndy:

Cubdc-sé dong mong se bo-ti. Manh-to-nang phi-ni pa-pa.
(Coucher donc mon cher petit. Maintenant finit papal).

Néu dich ném na thi thé nay: Ngu di, con yéu ciia ma. Bay gid hét
cha con gi roi! Tuy nhién moi tinh ndo ciing dang tran trong, cho nén cé
Mot nguoi cam thdng noi buon chia ly nay nén dich hai cau tho d6 ra hai
cau tho mot thi vi nhu sau:

Con 0i! Con hdy ngu di. Cha di don thii con gi ma trong!

Chic ¢co 18 tac gia phai ngung ¢ ddy vi da viét kha dai vé cai
chuyén ba lap nay...

Tén tay

Nhing gia dinh cong giao, con cai khi lam 1€ rira t6i duogc dit tén
Thanh kem theo tén cha sinh me d¢, chang han trai thi: Paul, Lucien...gai
thi: Madeleine, Evengile ... The nhung ciing c6 gia dinh khong dao cling
dat cho con kém theo tén tay. Thi du: Nguyén Thi Van thanh Nguyen Thi
Anna Van, Bui Quang Da thanh Bii Quang Denis Da...Dicu budn cudi la
cha me con cai biét tiéng tay thi noi dung giong tay. Toi cho cac co bé
mang tén tdy ma ba noi, ba ngoai, 6ng ndi, 6ng ngoai... cr kéu Nhét oi
Nhét hai (Anges) hoac Na oi Na hai (Anna).

Cuéi vo dim

Con nhiing nha tri thirc giau ¢ ciing doi khi cudi mét co dam
chanh hiéu cho con nai lam vg. May c6 dam chang nhirng khong biét ma
cing khong thém biét bon phén lam dau la cai gi ma ctng khong hé gol
cha me chdng 1a ba me, May 1am 1a khi no6i chuyén la may co dau mét
xanh nay goi 1a méng xir, ma dam Ay 1a tot roi. Co mot thay gido cudi
mot c6 dam lam dau. Mot hom thay di vé khuya, nhin vao phong c6 dau
khong dong ctra. Co déu buc boi néi voi ong chong: Con khi gia do di
dau ve tré vay? (Ce vieux singe, ou est-ce-qu’il va pour rentrer trop
tard?
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LAy chong tay

Mot co gido 1dy mot nguoi Phap lam thanh tra giao huan df)ng
thoi day truong trung hoc Nguyen Dinh Chiéu. Ong 1a cyu chién binh thé
chién tht nhit véi Pire. Ong rat hién, ddi voi cac thay gido va hoc sinh.
Tat nhién vai tinh tinh nhu vay, 6ng rit yéu chudng ba vg. Ba vo ciing 12
mot ¢o gido hién hau nhung lai ¢ cai t6i mé danh bai t& sic. Hai vo
chdng khéng con, nén viéc ngudi ndy 1am nguoi kia khong biét. Cho dén
khi c6 gi4o no nan chong chat, ong chong tra khdng hét. Cubi cling ba vo
treo cb tu tu.

M6t chuyén tinh budn.

Xin néi thém. Sau d6 éng thanh tra ndy vé Phap va chét. Nhimng
thay gido & My Tho dugc tin bén dau dau mot s tién khong dang ké,
mua ngan phiéu goi cho gia dinh bén Phap nhu 1a phing diéu theo phong
tuc Viét Nam. Thoi gian sau, nhitng ngudi phiing diéu 6 “Ong thanh tra lai
nhan duge mot ngén phiéu tir ben Phap goi qua, ma sb tién dung la s6
tién goi di voi buc thu goi kém voi dong chir: Khdng hiéu tién gi. Xin
hoan lai nguoi goi.

“Ban” dd tay

Trang phuc thuong ngay cua ngudi Viét Nam trude khi nguoi
Phap dén 12 bd quéan 40 vdi cd 4o ba ba, vat khach, nut that quan vén luc
biy gid chua c6 lung rat, ma chi xa xudng goi 1a xa “tién bang”. Tir nay
tc gia khong nam viing chi nghe goi nhu vy nén viét ra day, that su do
la mot dai lung kha rong, c6 mau sdc xanh, do hay vang thit ngang lung
con thura tha xudng 10ng thong. Mot sO ~dong dan Ong con méc chan hay

“xa rong” mot loai quan khong ong gidng nhu xa rong cua ngudi Mién
Dudi, nguoi Mlen Dién, nguodi Mién, nguo’l Lao, nguoi An...Thoi quen
méc xa rong nay mai dén nhimg nam 1950 van con.

Phu nit mic 4o dai nhiéu hon 4o ngin ngay trong gia dinh. Cac ba
I6n tudi khong bao gio mac ao ngan, 40 dai thudng bang the hay Xuyen
den, hay lanh rat kin dao ngay ca khi di lam ruéng gat laa, cay
laa...nhung vat 40 phai vit ngang lung. Nam gioi cling vay, nhimg nguoi
c6 hoc thirc co chirc vu trong 1ang X4 ra ngoai van mic 4o dai. Cac thay
gido khi di day cling mic 4o dai va ciing vén ta 40 vao that lung khi di xe
dap.
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Nhung khi nguoi Phap dén, viée an mdc cua ta ciing thay doi. Luc
dau con de dat tur cai 4o so mi tay dai, cai quén tay kaki rong thénh thang,
cai non “cdi” trang kiéu nén thudc dia cua tdy sg nang (casque colonial)
dén doi gidy tay 1op cop mang xong vé nha hai got phong 18n hét. Do 1a
phan qui Ong con qui c0 qui ba ciing chay theo mét. mic dd dam 4o so
mi ho o, vay (jupe) xép (pliant) tham chi in mic nhu con tra1 ao thun bo
vO quan tdy bo chén, chay xe dap. COn qui ba ciing “rbp” niy “rdp” no
(robe), ciing xoa-ré (soirée) cling “dd sam” (de chambre).

Qui ba qui cd chay theo thoi trang hon qui 6ng. Khi ngudi Phap
mai bo chan Ién My Tho (n0| riéng thoi, ch¢ ¢ déu cling vy) con gai
Viét Nam vira méi “tr6 ma” thi ma bit ban mot cai 40 bang vai bo chén
nguyén bo nguc dang do phat trién. Cai 40 d6 dugce goi mot cach ta chan
la “40 nich vu”, & ngodi trong thém mat cai 4o tui nita, réi mai t6i cai 4o
ba ba rong thénh thang, nut oi 1a nat, mudn ra ciing lau, ¢6 thi kin mit,
khién cho cac c6 tudi 16n xon ma...hong thay gl hét. Ai ciing bang 1ong.

Thé rdi khi cai ddm may con dam con qua Viét Nam, chling vac
cai nguc bu x0n di béu béu ngoai dudng...coi ciing duge. Trude hét 1a
cac ¢d hoc sinh, may c6 tho ky, may c6 gai nha giau... lam “cach mang”
bo cai 40 nich va ca kho kia bt dau tir xt chen (soutien) dén cot-xé
(corset) qua bikini, roi 2 manh (deux pieces) réi gan day giong nhu trén
cao nguyen... “Tét khoe x4u che”. Vay ma coi chimg, c¢6 ngudi xau ciing

..khoe ludn.

Céc 6ng trong nha qué ciing khong chiu kém. Luc bay gid vao
trong lang x4 ta thdy cac 6ng nha giau, cac 6ng huong chtc...cling chay
theo &u hda. Tdi xin ta mot 6ng huong quan (mdt chirc vu trong ban hoi
té chuy@n trach vé an ninh trat tu trong lang thuong 1a oai lam). Khi dén
cong so lam viée, 6ng mdc mot cai quan ba ba vai den, mot cai 4o ba ba
vai trang khoac thém ngoai mot cai 4o “banh t6” (paletot) den 10m mbc
coi, dAu c6 cai si- nhoéng (chignon, bui toc), d6i mot cai nén cbi bac mau,
chan di dét, thém vao bd rau nganh tré, miéng ludn luén bom bém nhay
trau. Day hinh anh véi trang phyc nira tdy nira ta ca mot vién chirc trong
lang trong thoi ky qua do tién dén au phuc hoa. .

Nhirng di san vat chit con lai

Ciing nhu nguoi Hoa, ngudi Phap dén My Tho (ciing nhu céc noi
khac) da dem theo nhiéu vét dung cho tién nghi ndi that. Nguoi Hoa dé
dé lai nhimg c6 vat qui bau nhu luc binh, ban ghé, ta phén, tranh canh...
xua tir thoi Puong, Tong dén Cang Long, Khang Hi. Nguoi Phap ciing
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vy, ho dén day va dem theo nhitng san vat dic biét cia ho va chinh
ngudi Viét Nam ciing chay theo thi hiéu d4 bo tién ra cOm-ming
(commander, dat hang) nhitng vat qui gia nhat 1a c4c san pham pha I8,
céc loai ta ghé, xa-loong (salon) kiéu (style) Louis XIV, tu ruou (buffet)
V.V...

Dic biét 12 san pham pha 18 (cristal). Pha 18 va st ctia Phap rét
noi tiéng trén thé gidi nhu san pham “Limoges™ Chang han. Limoges la
mot vling mién trung nudc Phap chuyén lam d6 gbm ciing giéng nhu ta
c6 vung Bat Trang c6 d6 gém Bat Trang vdy. Nhung phai ndi mot san
pham pha 18 bat ctr 12 vat gi, mot binh bdng, mot bon ca, mot chup dén,
mot lo myc, mot bd chén dia... mang hiéu “Galet” déu 1a vo gia. Tai
sa0? Vi hang Galet chi san xudt san phiam pha 1& cho nha vua ma thdi,
san pham khong lot ra ngoai dan da. Do vay nhing san phém nao mang
thuong hi¢u Galet, chir n6i ngay trong chét pha 18 trong sudt, thi gia cao
Iam Ngay tai dat Phap thi san phim ndy ciing d4 c6 gia ca bat thuong do
roi.

Sau nam 1975 c6 phong trao nhitng ngudi budn ban dd ¢b lluc lao
khip noi dé mua Vé ban lai. O déy toi chi noi vé d6 c6 Phap ma thoi.
Nhimg tay d6 ¢o nay sang tri lam Ho chi can biét mot gia dinh nao do la
ho biét trong nha nay co dd c6 hay khong ma dd c6 Tau hay Phap nira
chd!. D6 cb Phap con lai tai cac gia dinh My Tho nhiéu 1am tir: twong
ddng, twong gan cuia Napoléon, Jeanne d’Arc, Louis XIV..., cic dén tay
vOi chan dong hay thau hay cim thach hay dén chum c6 chup hinh
chuéng hay hinh hoa tuy-lip, hay hoa rau muéng nén nhiing tay do c6 goi
la “mudng”. Nhitng dén chim c6 5, 7, 9 bong véi chup pha 18...ngoai ra
tu buffet, sa-loong kiéu Louis XIV nguyén bo gébm 16 mén vira ban vira
ghe...

Kinh Bdo Dinh va khu chg Ny Tho
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Bon mua ban dd ¢6 nay tim moi cach mua cho dugc nhitng di vat
niy nhat 12 pha I& c¢d hiéu “Galet”, khong ban chiing xai an trom dén iy
cip, béan lai chung vi gia ca nhitng vat ndy cao dén muc khong tudng
twong ndi. Toi chi n6i mot trudng hop dién hinh thi.

Gia dinh mét cuu cong chire thoi trude c6 mdt bd dén chum 9
ngon. Mobi ngon c6 mot cai chup goi 12 “mudng” bang pha 18 méu ngu
sic. Khon ndi 9 cai muong ndy lai mang hiéu Galet. Cang khén ndi hon
nita 12 chu nhan khong biét 1a do vat ciia minh mang hiéu gi ma c6 biét
cling vo nghia vi Galet hay khéng Galet d6i v6i ho ciing vay. Nhung lai
cang khén ndi hon 1a bon mua ban dd cb thi lai qua ranh cai hiéu Galet
nay.

Chung dén ngay mot dé hoi mua. Lan dﬁu khong ban, 1an sau
khong ban, lan ba...chung Van tr¢ lai. Thang nay qua thang khac nam
niy qua nim khéc...chung van dén hoi mua. Cubi clng chu nhan siap di
nude ngoai danh phai ban va ciing biét vat ky niém cua gia dinh 12 c6 gia
tri nhat dinh, nén gia ca tra tir cdy vang lén cay vang dén gia 12 cay vang
chii nhan thay ciing thoa man lim rdi.

Chum dén duogc thao ra tir soi ddy xich bing thau treo trén néc
nha non 100 nim ma van cén sang trung, 9 chup mudng dng anh ngu sic
I6ng lanh chit Galet, ma chi c¢6 nguoi mua cham cham nhin N6 nhu méo
Vo chudt miéng cudi nhu hoa ng. Con chu nhan c6 biét gi dau, chi biét
minh sap ra nuGe ngoai ¢6 duge 12 cdy vang rung rinh, nén cling cudi.
Co biét dau chum dén 9 bong mudng niy, mang cai chir Galet qué kéch
nay chi ban lai trong nudc thdi thi gia n6 ciing da gap 5 1an gia mua va
con dudng vién du cua n6 con dén tan Thai Lan, Xanh-Ga-bo... nita kia.
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MY THO XU'A (1861-1945)
TRONG NAM KY LUC TINH

PHAN BON

IV - SINH HOAT HANH CHANH, KINH TE

*VIET
* HOA
* PHAP
* NGUOI VIET

1. Hanh chanh. Tur ngay nguoi
Phap tu mlen Doéng danh chlem
M§ Tho rdi sau d6 chiém ca mién
Tay dé dat dat Nam ky luc tinh
i thanh thudc dia, riéng tinh Tién
1% Giang bay gio (khong co6 Go Cong)
goi la tinh My Tho. Sau d6 ho chia
luc tinh thanh 21 tinh v mdi tinh
c6 mang mot sb6 hiéu riéng. Tinh
o = My Tho mang sé 14 trong khi GO
Cong mang s6 18. Vay nhin mot chiéc ghe mang sb ding kiém 14 12 biét
thudc My Tho mot chiée ghe mang s6 18 la thudc tinh GO COng V.wv...

C6 21 tinh theo s tht tu nhu sau: 1 Gia Dinh, 2 Chau Pdc, 3 Ha
Tién, 4 Rach Gia, 5 Tra Vinh, 6 Sa Péc, 7 Bén Tre, 8 Tan An, 9 Long
Xuyén. 10 Séc Trang, 11 Thi Ddu Mét, 12 Tay Ninh, 13 Bién Hoa, 14
My Tho, 15 Ba Ria, 16 Cho Loén, 17 Vinh Long, 18 Go Céng, 19 Can
Tho. 20 Bac Liéu, 21 O Cép tic 12 Cap Saint Jacques tic 12 Viing Tau.
Ngay xua ngudi 16n dén tré con déu thudc 1ong hé thdng 21 tinh cua
Nam Ky bang cach doc tit nhu thé nay: Gia, Chau, Ha, Rach, Tra, Sa,
Bén, Tan, Long, Soc, Thu, Tay, Bién, My Ba, Cho, Vinh, GO, Can, Bac.

Pon vi hanh chanh trong tinh 1a: tinh chia ra nhiéu quan, mdi
quan chia ra nhiéu tong (dén nim 1955, téng khong cOn nira), m51 tong
lai chia [am nhleu lang (bay gio 1a xd), mai x4 lai chia lam nhiéu ap. Sau
khi ngudi Phap 6n dinh nén hanh chanh & Nam Ky, ho van dung dia danh
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M§ Tho 1am tinh (cho dén 1955 tinh My Tho thém Go Cong doi lai 1a
Dbinh Tuong riéng My Tho tr¢ thanh Thi xd) dong thoi van dung M§ Tho
lam tinh Ly (chef lieu).

Pung dau tinh 13 vién tham bién tinh truéng (I’administrateur,
chef de la province). Tham bién tinh truéng c6 van phong la toa hanh
chéanh con goi 1a tda bd (bureau de I’administration) mai dén nay trén mot
trim nam van con 1a co quan hanh chanh dau ndo cua tinh: Uy ban Nhéan
dan tinh bay gio. Vién tham bién tinh truong vira dimg dau hanh chanh
Cua tinh vira cta tinh Iy My Tho ¢6 mét tu dinh tirc 1a dinh tinh truéng
vira dé tiép khach cua chinh pha nén goi 1a nha khéach thanh phé (hétel de
ville).

Lic bay gid nén hanh chanh tinh chua co ty, so riéng chang han
cac bo phan kinh té, thué vy, thuong mai, ...d8u chi c6 mot ban viét nho
dit ngay trong t0a bb. Riéng vé cac bo phan nhu giao duc, y té, truong
tién (cong chanh) va co quan tu phap c6 duge mot co sé riéng.

Tinh ly My Tho chi 12 mot lang, lang Piéu Hoa (vi tri trung tAm
thuong mai duong Lé Loi bay gio) c6 mot ban hanh chanh goi 1a ban hoi
té. ban hoi t& gdm 12 nguoi tir 6ng chu, 6ng ca, ong hwong than, huong
gido huong hao...nhung quan trong nhat 1a 6ng huong quan phu trach vé
an ninh trat tu, ong chanh luc bd phu trach vé b doi nhu khai sanh, khai
tir, hon thi..Ban hoi t& 1am viéc nhu mét ndi cac thu nhé ding dau 1a 6ng
ca. Sau 1945, khong con ban hoi té nita va theo thoi gian ¢ lic goi 1a
ban dai dién x&, co lUc ban hanh chanh xa...

Mai dén ndm 1965, My Tho méi doi thanh thi x& My Tho dé dén
bay gio 1a mot thanh pho loai II.

2. Kinh té, thwong mai

Nguoi dan Viét Nam ta lac bay gid noi chung chua c6 dau éc
kinh té, thuong mai van con ban biu voi canh néng, trong trot, chin nudi
tham chi cOn niang voi dau oc thu lai huong nhan, thu déng...néu co
ding ra kinh doanh bu6n ban thi cling chi 1a nhiing hinh thirc nhé khong
¢6 stc canh tranh voi ngudi Hoa. MAi dén dau thé ky XX c6 phong trao
canh tan cua cac nha yéu nudc, ta mdi ¢6 nhirng co s cong nghiép, ky
ngh¢, thuong mai...khoa hoc hon. Chang han ta c6 nha may in Lumiére
(Anh sang) duong Dinh Bo Linh by gio, nha may xay lua Khuong Hiru
(cau Bach Nha), nhimng nha budn kha 16n nhu Ha Pham Chat, Nam
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Hung, Nam Hung...nha sach Nam Cuong...nha thudc tay ong Tri, 6ng
Khanh, truong tru thuc Nguyeén Van Ngir....

Dic biét 12 nho ¢6 phong trdo Duy Tan nhim muc dich phat trién
dan sinh, kinh té, mo mang dan tri tao diéu kién tranh dau danh lai doc
lap, ong Gilbert Tran Chanh Chiéu dung ra ding to bao Luc tinh tin vin
hd hao dan ta xdng vao canh tranh voi ngudi Hoa, ngudi An chiém lai thi
truong. Chinh dng da thiét 1ap cic co s san xudt va tiéu thu diém quet,
xa béng, ma khach san va mua ban lta gao. ..

Riéng tai My Tho 6ng Tran Chanh Chiéu c6 mot hé thdng khach
san mang tén Minh Tan Khach san, va lap mot cong ty mua ban lua gao.
Xin hay doc trang quang céo trong bao Luc tinh tan vin vé& cong cudc
kinh doanh tlic mé tai My Tho ctia mét ngudi yéu nudc nhu sau:

“Thué phong ngii: Phong nhdt ban ngay 0.75$ tron dém ngay
1.10$. Phong nhi ban ngay 0.408$, tron dém ngay: 0.808. C6 ban sdach, do
hanh ly, khan bong v.v...”

V¢ viéc kinh doanh lta gao:

“Nghé buén ban lia gao & Nam ky ai ciing biét Ia nghé thir
nhuet.....chiung téi k€u Qoi nguoi dan My Tho cung ching téi thanh ldp
“My§ Tho Minh Tan Tac Mé Tong cudc” tai My Tho vi noi ddy la ché cdn
tién nhdt.....”"

3. Giao théng

Nhin trén ban do giao thong Viét Nam, theo dbi con duong thién
ly ma trude kia 6ng ba ta goi 1a duong Cai Quan, con ngudi Phap dat 1a
duong thudc dia s6 1 (route coloniale Nol) (trudc 1975 doan tir sdi Gon
di Ca Mau qua My Tho goi 1a qudc 16 4), bay gid 1a qudc 16 A 1, tir Lang
Son dén miii Ca Mau, ta thay My Tho (Trung Luong) la mét giao diém
t6i quan trong dé tir cyc nam ciia to qudc v6i mot phan ba dan s ca nude
di Trung Béc phai qua My Tho

’ Str viét vé& ngudn gdc cua con dudng thién 1y nay, doan lién quan
dén M¥ Tho nhu sau:
~ Nam 1792, ‘Nguyén Anh cho dap duong tir My Tho qua giong
Kién DPinh va bac cau Quy Tong (cau Ke. Gitra duong Trinh Hoai Pirc va
Hoc Lac),
Nam 1835, Minh Mang cho dép cac dudng bd ¢ cac tinh Nam Ky
dung vao viéc quan bao. Tur thanh Pinh Tuwong con cd thém ba tuyén
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duong khac: duong tir bac thanh Gia Pinh dén Pinh Tuodng, qua Can
Giudc, Can Pude, GO Cong, Cho Gao dé dén My Tho (chic chén 1a quic
16 50 bay gio, 10 cua tac gid). Mot con dudng tir My Tho di Cai Thia dé
di Vinh Long.

MGat con duong khac tir My Tho cap theo song Bao Dinh qua Tan
Huong, gidng Cai Yén (Khanh Hau), Bén Lirc, GO Pen vé Sai Gon.

Quai Galliéni (Puong mé séng Trung Trdc)

Nguoi Phap theo ddu con duong Cai Quan, thiét 1ap con dudng
Thudc dia sé 1 (route coloniale No 1) van 1dy M¥ Tho 1am truc chanh dé
xubéng Ca Mau. Va dén by gio cdy cdu My Thuan va cdy cau Rach Miéu
d4 thong xe, truc giao diém ctia My Tho d6i voi con duong qudc 16 A 1
cang quan trong hon. Thdm chi con duong xa 16 Dong Tay sap hoan
thanh van phai qua My Tho, thanh phd vira duoc néi rong. Gia thir sau
nay c6 mot con dudng chlen luge cap theo duyén hai tir Quang Ninh dén
Kién Giang, con dudng ndy van phai qua My Tho.

DPay, My Tho trén phuong dién giao thong van tai ciing 14 mot
trong di€ém quan trong tir ngan xua dén nay.
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B. NGUOI HOA
1.- HANH CHANH

Trudc khi nguoi Phap dén nguoi Hoa dd c6 mat & My Tho tir 1au.
Ho d& chung séng hoa hop voi ngudi Viét ngudi Kho me. Nhitng thé hé
sau cta ho 18 tat nhién c6 su pha tron ba sic dan: Ngudi Hoa va ngudi
Viét sanh con dugc goi 1a con lai, lai can, céc chu lai sau d6 cong dong
nay kha dong va cd mot 161 song né nép kha phong phu, nén hoa nhap voi
nguoi Minh Huong. Cong dong Minh Huong von 1a nguoi Hoa chay tron
nha Thanh lanh cu tai Viét Nam tir xung 13 Minh Huong dé vong tudng
dén qué huong dét to nha Minh. Chinh nha Nguyén ciing céng nhan cong
d6ng Minh Huong 12 mot bo phéan ciia ngudi Viét Nam. Cong dong Minh
Huong ndy c6 mit tai cac ving ngudi Hoa luu tri ldu nim ngay ca & Sai
Gon c6 mot lang tén lang Minh Huong, hién gid & day van cOn mot ngoi
dinh goi la dinh Minh Huong.

Riéng nguoi Hoa va nguoi Kho me sanh con ciing duge goi 1a
Mién lai c6 nguoi cOn goi 1a dau ga dit vit. Nhat 1a ¢ Bac Liéu co rat
nhiéu nguoi Tiéu (Triéu Chau) ldy vo thd (nguoi Mién). Ngudi con gai
Mién lai nho ¢6 hai mau da cha me tuwong phan, nén cé mot vé dep dac
thil rén roi, khoe manh, man moi, dé thuong...co mit déng dao ¢ cac tinh
Tra Vinh, Soc Trang, Bac Liéu...

Mot didu dang luu Y trong su pha tron ching toc 1a da sé nguoi
dan 6ng Hoa cudi vo Viét Nam hay Kho me ché it khi (cling c6 nhung
rat hiém) nguoi dan 6ng Viét hay Kho me cudi nguoi phu nir Hoa.

Khéng biét trudc khi ngudi Phap c6 mat & Nam b, ngudi Hoa
dén day c6 qua mot ché do diéu kién nhdp canh, luu tri hay khong nhung
chi biét khi nguoi Phap da lap nén hanh chanh ¢ day roi, ngudi Hoa van
tiép tuc di cu sang Viét Nam noi chung, My Tho noi riéng rat d& dang.
Déi voi su nhdp canh va luu tra ciia ngudi Hoa, chinh quyén Phap van ¢
mot ché do dé dai, théng thoang. Dudng nhu nha chirc trach Phap danh
cho ho mot nén hanh chanh tu tri.

Nguoi Hoa qua day dugc chia lam 5 bang can ctr vao tinh hay dia
phuong nguyén quan bén Trung Qudc, gbm c6 bang Quang Pong, bang
Phuéc Kién, bang Triéu Chau hay Tiéu Chau, bang Hai Nam hay Hai
Nam, bang He. Mbi bang néi tiéng cua riéng ho c6 mot nguoi ding dau
goi la bang trudng dugc nha nude thudc dia cong nhan. Bang trudng cod
tron quyén vé hanh chanh véi dong bang hay ddng hwong minh, c6
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quyén cdp chung chi hanh chanh mét loai cian cude, mot loai gidy thué
than (nhu cia nguoi Viét) dé st dung.

Moi viéc hanh chanh, t6 tung nhé nhu tranh chip gia dinh, hoi
thao vé thwong mai, gia ca....déu do bang ding ra giai quyét. Ngoai trir
cac vu an dan, hinh sy thi nguoi Hoa van phai ra trudc phéap luat, va luat
ap dung cho ngudi Hoa giong nhu cho nguoi Viét Nam khong duoc
hudng quyén tai phan cua ngudi ngoai kiéu cac nude 1on.

Bang trudng dugc cac nguoi trong bang cong ctr ¢ nhiém ky va
duoc chon trong nhitng nguodi c6 uy tin, ¢6 co sé lam an quan trong, tudi
tac...O My Tho bay gio¢ ta con nghe nhac dén 6ng bang Hoach, 6ng bang
Vanh, 6ng bang Phong ky...

2. KINHTE

N6i dén ngudi Hoa trén thé gidi 1a noi dén tir “lam an”. Lam an &
day c6 nghia la kinh t¢, 1a thuong mai, 1a budn ban. Hinh anh nguoi Hoa
Va1 cai quang ganh, cai can, cai ban toan... la hinh anh trung thyc cua
nguoi Hoa. Nguodi Hoa khong c6 6c quan lai, ho rat thuc té trong cudc
song.

Ho dén My Tho (ciing nhu cac noi khac) tir xa xua va véi cung
cach “lam an” ctia ho dd “cho ta mot bai hoc”. Tu mdt “cha tung bén
Tau” qua Viét Nam ngodi cai 40 “xa xau” cai quan “xa lon” ho khong ¢
gi ca ngoai cai y chi lam giau. Vi mot don géanh trén vai véi hai can
xé...lang thang khip cac néo dudng tir thanh thi dén thén qué, dé mua ve
chai 16ng vit, do phé thai...; hodc v6i mot cai cOi toe toét véi chiée dao
cao, mot chai dau lura...di vao trong hang cting ngd hém dé... thién heo;
hoéc doi cdi non mdy rong vanh, ganh tir gnh phan twoi s6m chiéu tudi

..dé chang may chéc tré thanh mot chi nhan 6ng, mot nha tu ban két
su. Dlen hinh ¢ My Tho c6 6ng bang Hoach, & Sai Gon c6 6ng Hui Bon
Hoa v.v... (s& dé cap trong mot chu dé khac).

MJi bang nguodi Hoa déu c6 duodng 161 “lam 4n” khac nhau va
xem nhu la truyén théng. Ngudi Quang Pong (cOn goi 13 ngudi Quang)
chuyén vé budn ban chap phd (tap hoa hay hang xen) M¥ Tho c6 hiéu
Hiép Hoa Sanh. Nguoi Phudc Kién chuyén vé kinh té 16n nhu laa gao,
dira kho, bip... My Tho c6 trai cua & bén kia sdng ngang cho ca. Nguoi
He chuyén vé nganh dong y tirc 13 tiém thude bic, My Tho c¢6 hiéu Boi
Sanh Puong. Ngudi Hai Nam chuyén vé 4m thuc, ndu an, cao lau, tiru
quan M§ Tho c6 nha hang Ctu Long. Ngudi Triéu chiu (thuong goi 1a
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Tiéu chau hay don gian ngudi Tiéu, cht Tiéu) chuyén vé trong ray va ché
tao tra tau, My Tho c6 hiéu tra Hiép Phat.

3.- MOT VAI HINH THUC KINH DOANH
- Tiém chap pho

Xin ké mot tiém chap pho hay tiém tap hoa hay tiém hang xén
I6n nhat & My Tho, d6 1a hiéu Quang Nguyén Hoa cia ngudi Quéng.
Mot tiém hang xén ciia ngudi Hoa ban tir thuong vang ha cam: vai so to
lua, gao nép dau bép, thuc phém bot bin twong chao tau yéu, cho dén day
chat ludi ca mo neo can cau 10i t6i luc lac, mac dao cudc xudng ludi cay
cho dén duc cua khoan bua cho tho moc ca dén kim chi v.v va v.v..nghia
| tit ca cho nhu cau sinh sdng ctia moi tang 16p dan trong x4 hoi hon ca
mot siéu thi hién dai.

Trong gia dinh bét cir ai ké ca ngudi gitp viée van c6 thé dung ra
ban hang nhu ngudi chu. Tién ban duoc, ngdy xua tién nho déu 1a tién
cic xu todn béng kim khi..., b6 vao mét cai ong tre 1on cao ¢ 1,2 m
Mmiéng rong bang cai chén ma khong ai kiém soat ca. Pén tdi ong chu trat
6ng ra dém tién dé tinh so.

K33

N6i dén viéc “tinh s6” phai néi ngudi Hoa 14 thién tai vé ...ké
toan! Toa vé mua hang tirc 1a héa don tir cac noi giao hang bang di loai
gidy, tir gidy bach, gidy bao cii, gidy lich cii...dugc viét bang du kiéu
chit, ciing c6 nhiing héa don véi chit “phé toa” rat dep ding cach, ciing
c6 nhitng hoa don ma chit viét chi c6 thé miy ong thay blia méi doc
dugc.

Hang t4 hoa don kiéu d6 luu gitr dé “tinh s6” duoc cat & dau? Mot
cach don gian Vé thuc tién, ho chi 4n manh vao cay dinh mdt téc, duoc
dong trén mot goc cot. Thé 1a xong! Va viéc “tinh s6” cua ho khong hé
sai chay, khong hé co tranh chap. Va cdng cudc “lam in” cua ho ciing
nho cai “ba tau” do, cai “xinh xai” do, cai xué xo0a d6...ma ho 1am giau
khong may chéc.

Can phai néi dén cai ban toan. Cai ban toan caa ho 1a mot cai may
tinh (calculateur) hién dai. Nhin mét nguoi tai ph tirc 1a ké toan vién sir
dung cai ban toan, nghe tiéng lic cic gion tan khong ngung ma ciing
khong can nhin vao ban toan, chi nhin vao toa vé, s6 sach tim cac con sb
dé thuc hién cac bai toan cong, toan tru, toan nhon dén toan chia dai
thuon thuot....mot cach thuan thuc nhanh nhen va két qua khong hé sai
chay...qua 1a mot diéu dang ngac nhién vé cing.
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Chua hét, ngoai tai sir dung ban toén, tai phi con cé tai viét toa
hay hoa don. Chit Trung Hoa c6 nhiéu 16i viét riéng biét nhu chan
phuong, thao, trién, thu phap...con thay ddi theo loai van nhu viét tho,
toa thudc, thi pha...déu co 16i viét khac nhau, riéng 16i viét hoa don goi
1a 16i phé toa, ciing bay buém nhung rd nét dé khong 1am 16n, dic biét 14
nhitng con s ¢ chit di kém. Tai sao? Vi ¢ thé 300 thanh 3.000 hay
30.000.

- L0 gach.

Mot 10 gach chuy@n san xuét gach thé, gach thirc, ngdi ...cta 6ng
bang Hoach, nguoi Phudc Kién ho Ton. Lo gach cua éng Jbang Hoach ra
doi truge 1900. Chinh tai 10 gach nay nit nghé si nhan dan Phing Ha vén
di gbc Hoa, thuo con tré da tumg 1a cong nhan lam gach. Vira lao dong
vira ngan nga my cdu vong co, it bai ca nhac tai tir d& cho cong nhén
giai tri. Giong ca cua co gi tré nay vang dén tai ciia mot 6ng bau cai
lwong thé 1a ngudi nghé si tai danh c6 dugc bude duong thiang tién dén
tot dinh vinh quang.

Lo gach nay con lai cho dén ndm 1958, chinh quyén d4 dén bodi dé
ldy mat bang 1am bén xe khach My Tho, bay gid 14 ngdi chg Thanh Tri
Phuong 4. Dat sét ma 10 gach 1iy dé san xuét gach do dat tir cau Bach
Nha 1én dén cau Pao Ngan, thira dit rong 16n nay thanh dat trang thip
nén bo hoang. Nhimg nam chién tranh vao thap nién 1950, nguoi dan tan
cu ra thanh phd chiém hét ving dit nay dé cit nha.

Gach ngoi do 10 gach nay 1am ra rat tot. Dén bay gid khi pha do
nhitng cong trinh x4y cat 0 My Tho hang tram nam ct ma phan lon la
vat tu ctia chinh 10 gach ndy cung cap, van cOn nguyén ven ctng ran,
kich thudc dung din khong sai chay.

Chu 10 gach thanh cong nhanh chong trong cong nghiép san Xudt
gach ngoi nén ong tu ruong dat khép tinh va Xay cat phd x4 trong thanh
phé My Tho rgt nhiéu. ng hét cac day phd xua chung quanh cho va
trong thanh phd My Tho déu do 6ng hay gia dinh dung nén.

- Trai cwa

Bén kia song Bao Dinh, dbi dién Cho Ca My Tho, thudc Phuong
3 bay gio c6 mdt trai cua rat 16n. Trai cua nay cua mot ngum Quang
Péng ho Tat chuyén Ién ring Bu bang Bu Dop mua céc loai go ¢6 thu

nhu dau, sao, sén, g0, thao laq ...dung tre két lai thanh beé goi la‘be go hay
bé suc, tha theo dong séng Pong Nai, qua hai sdbng Vam Co6 vé My Tho,
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kéo Ién trai dung cua tay xé ra, ban cho nhitng nguoi cat nha, déng ghe
thuyén, xay cat cau.

- Tiém tuwong

Tiém tuong hi¢u Lién Tran ciia nguoi Tiéu goi 1a 6ng Bang Cimg
trén dudng mé séng gan doc cau Quay, dudng Phan Thanh Gian Phuong
2 bay gio, chuyén san xudt tuong, déu phy, chao toan bang dau nanh.
Dau nanh giau chat pro-té-in can thiét cho dinh dudng duoc ngudi Trung
Quéc tan dung trong 4m thyc ma cling cho...hiu bao. Cho nén tuong,
chao..vat khinh ma hinh trong nén cdng cudc lam an cua nguoi Hoa l1a
nhu vy, thuc té dap tng véi nhu cau hang ngay cho su séng, khong mau
mé hoa 14 mién sao c6 1di cang nhiéu cang tét.

- Cao lau, tiém nwérc.

Nhirng cao lau lau doi cua nguoi Hoa nay khong con, nhung
trude kia 14 nhitng noi an udng dn a0, séi dong nhit cua thanh phd My
Tho. Khach vao Lac Canh Vién duong Trung Tric, Ky Huong trudc chg
My Tho, bén canh do la cao lau Hué Kiéu... s& co mdt cam giac duoc
tiép dai trong hau niém nd. Tiéng nguoi pho ky (tlep vién) oang oang:
Ban sé 7, khach dung 1 td mi, 1 xay phé nai va cham dat bang mot tiét
diéu hoi giong quang nghe vui vui. Lap tirc tir trong bép, ngudi dimg bép
lap lai cau goi hang do, chung to da nghe rd.

Trong tiru lau trong tiém nudc, thyc khach Viét c6 Hoa cd, nhung
c6 mot diéu gidng nhau 1a ho ndi chuyén 6n ao qua, dudng nhu manh ai
niy noi khong can biét co ai nghe hay khong. Khach an udng xong, liy
binh nuéc tra ché nudc vao tay dung tay do ria miéng, ngdm mot cay
tam xia rang goi phd ky: Thaay xu! (tinh tlen) Chu phd ky liéc nhin xem
khach an nhing gl lAm nham tinh tién roi 16n tién néi véi chua tai phi
(thu tién) ngdi gan cira ra vao dzi hau budén ...thaay xu ...thdaang ddu
I66-...(hai cdc rudi...tinh tién...cho cha Thon di...) Chu tai phu ciing 1ap
lai s6 tién chii ph ky d4 bao va khéch ra tra tién noi day.

- Tiém cam do

bay khong phai 1a tiém cam d6 tam thuong ma 1a mot tiém cam
dd qui mo co to chirc nhu mot cong ty 1on. Ma la mot cong ty that su.
Tiém cam d6 ndy nam tai nga tu dudong L& Loi (Ariés) va Tha Khoa
Huan (Desvaux), sau d6 ban cho by Gido duc dé dung 1am cu x4 cho gido
su truong Nguyén Dinh Chiéu. Sau thang 4. 1975 noi day la phong Giao
duc bay gio 12 tru so cong ty X6 sb kién thiét. Tiém cam d6 nay 1a mot
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tda kién tric lau kién cb, c6 mot s6 nhan vién dong dao, hoat dong nhu
cbng so nha nudc mang mot bang hiéu that nhan dao Mont de piété tuc
co quan béac ai.

Cha nhan cua ca mot tip doan “bac i” ndy 1a mot ngudi Hoa nirc
danh trong thuong trudng Viét Nam trudc va sau thé ky XX. D6 1a Hui
Bon Hoa tirc 13 Chl Hoa ngudi Phude Kién ho Huynh, khi da thanh cong
trong viéc “lam an” rdi, ong da thanh lap mot véi thuong hicu qubc té 1a
Société Oliastro, mot cong ty ndc danh (société anonyme) & Sai Gon tai
duong Catinat, ké ca ¢ nudc ngoai nhu Singapore, Hong Kéng, Paris.
Ngoai ra 6ng con co mot hé thong tiém cam d6 nhu noi & trén tai hau hét
c4c tinh thanh mién Nam.

Tiém cam do Hui Bon Hoéa & My Tho chi cAm vang va cho vay
tién bang cach thé chan bat dong san ma thdi. Gia vang Ién xudng duoc
cap nhat, ciing nhu 14 xuit duoc 4n dinh mdi ngdy. Hui Bon Hoa nhap
canh Viét Nam khong 1au sau ngdy ngudi Phép chiém dong mién Nam
vé6i hai ban tay tring.

Mot don ganh, hai can xé, cha xiéng ting nay (thing timg con)
ngay ngay go Iung di mua ve chai 16ng vit khap phd phuong, dé roi véi
cai quyet tam truyen thong do da tro nén mot dai tu ban trong vung Dong
Nam A thoi by gio. Mot s6 biét thu cao sang & quan 1 Sai Gon ma khi
an tan gia c6 mot nguoi khach 1a... Toan Quyén Pdng Duong, va mdi
lan biét thuy nidy mo ctra phai dong phat cho nha nudc 500 dong vi céi
t6i...nha dan Ion hon nha Toan quyén. Mot con dudng 16n mang tén Hui
Bon Hoéa, con dudng Nguyén Vian Cir ngdy nay, mot binh vién Pa khoa
ngay cho Bén Thanh mang tén Hui Bon Hoa, bénh vién Do thanh bay
glo.

Bao nhiéu d6 du néi 18n thang timg lam an thé ndo!
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Ty - Eperer oo - ke FonZemic

Hotel de ville (Dinh tinh truong)
- Hai té nan: Thuéc phién va Ruou.

Ngoai nhimg kinh doanh néi trén, ngudi Hoa con doc quyén hai
dai ly do chinh quyén nguoi Phap cap. Do 1a dai Iy ban 4 phién va dai ly
ban ruou nép. Cach nay mot traim nim cho dén nim 1945 di mot vong
quanh thanh phé M Tho ta s& bat gap nhimng dai 1y ban 4 phién véi bang
hiéu treo bén ngoai: RO viét tit cua tir Régie opium tirc 1a dai 1y 4 phién,
nguoil Viét Nam thuong goi 1a tigm hut. Nguoi ghlen a phién cong khai
vao ddy mua thudc nam hat cho dén khi ndo...hét tién.

Ruou nép ciing do hai cong ty ngudi Hoa doc quyén san xuit. Do
la cong ty Rugu Binh Tay ¢ Chg Lén va cong ty Ruou Béi Xau ¢ Soc
Trang. Ngoai ra bét ¢t ai ndu rugu déu bi cho 1a ruou 1au ludn ludn bi tao
céo (douane tirc 1a quan thué hay hai quan bay gid) san bat. Mot dai 1y
ruou trude cira hiéu co treo bang hiéu: RA viét tit cua tir Régie alcool tirc
la dai 1y rugu. Hang Ruou Binh Tay c6 mot dé pd (depot) ruou tai My
Tho d phan phdi cho cac dai 1y nho trong tinh nim dau duong Huyén
Toai, sau do 1a trung tdm Xa hdi, bay gio la vi tri cua van phong Thi hanh
an.

Tém lai nhiing nganh ma ngudi Hoa chu trwong chi phéi mot
tram phan trdm nhu cau cua doi séng: tir nhu yeu pham hang ngay la vat
thyc an uong, dén mot mai nha che mua 4 nang cho dén nhiing kinh
nghiém thuc té trong dau tu budn ban tir vun vit dén qui md, Con ta van
con 1Am dAm vé6i rudng vuon tham chi van con mang ning tinh than bi
quan yém thé hay dau 6c thu lai. ..
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A - NGUOI PHAP

Hanh chanh

NG6i vé hanh chanh d6i v6i ngudi Phap & My Tho tirc 1a nén hanh
chanh ap dung da trinh bay ¢ phan ba cho nguoi Viét Nam.

Kinh té

That su nguodi Phap khong co chu truong kinh té thuong méi 6
M§ Tho ngoai trir Hing Xang, dai 1y 4 phién, dai 1y rugu...c6 tinh cach
nha nudce. Con tu nhan chi c6 nha hang-khach san bung-ga-16 (bungalow)
& gan ga xe lra, mot vai nguoi Phap mé quan ruou khiéu vi. ..
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MY THO XU'A (1861-1945)
TRONG NAM KY LUC TINH

PHAN NAM

- QUA THO VAN BAO CHI XUA

1.- QUA BAO CHI

Tap san Nam Ky Phong Tuc Nhon
Vit Dién Ca, do nha sach Phat
Toan cua Dinh Thai Son lam chu ¢
s6 55, 57 duong d’Ormay, Sai
Gon, 4n hanh quyén tht nhut vao
nim 1909 c6 ding bai néi vé My
B Tho cua tac gia Nguyén Lién
L. Phong.

Téc gia xin trich doan bang cach

Chep |a1 nguyén ban, khong stra bit ctr mot tir ndo, du nhitng tr d6 khong
dung chinh ta, v6i dung y dé doc gia cam nhan dugc 16i vin quéc ngir lic
bay git con phoi thai, va ciing dé chung ta c6 duge mét khai niém vé My

1.1 My Tho phong cdnh thi: (Phong canh cho My Tho)

Phong canh vui xem hat Dinh Tuong,
Tau xa déng dao méi dau dwong,
Con-rong dat néi che tlén dién,
Co-lich(1) don xdy tran vién phuwong,
Phu nu hao nam not tong 1y,

Cut nhon tan si chén khoa truong,
Thudn phong tdp tuc ddn no du,

Hoa hoa sanh sanh loi rugng vieon.

1.2 Ta canh My Tho: . )
My Tho nguyén tinh Dinh Tuong, Phia tién mot day pho phuong

qua dong.

Trén bo hang héa thanh sung. Dudi séng ghe ddau chdat cung

ngoai trong.
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Song(2) ma hoi dy chinh tu, Dé lo phdng bi tudn du tic thuyén.
Hdy con chdt hep chuwa lién, Gia Long nhdt thdp bat nién thém

dao.

T sau thudn tién ra vao, Ghe budn tu thich ché trao dé giang.

Cu lao truoc mat an ngang, Chit kéu Long dao(3) ro rang troi
sanh.

Qua song Rach Mleu c6 do, Mot ngay hali buéi ra vé hodi hoai.

Con rong nay cdt lau dai, Mét ldu cao thdp trong ngodi lam
nhon(4).

1.3 My Tho phon thinh

Trang nghiém mét s¢ nha the, Lau cao vOi Voi dén gio chudng
rung. i

Nguoi trong dao Chua thanh sung, Dén tuan xem le khi€ém cung
ki cang. i

Nha thwong Nha phudc bi ban, Phan ra ddu do [p lang € he.

Bén phang bén niec(5) chinh té, Cac dinh cac so tw be phan minh.

Diéu-hoa My-chanh than dinh, Qui mé trang 1é cong trinh biet
nhiéu.

Chéau thanh che bdan ddp deu, Xe nguoi(6) xe ngua thday déu co
dwa' 2 2 Id 2 ) b

Buoi moi buoi toi buoi triea, Tau do xe lira rudc dwa lién lién.

Dau dwong sau tinh(7) moi giéng, Tiém an tiém ngu khoe yé€n bo
hanh.

Thiét la dong dao hitu danh, Tir phuwong lai van dinh sanh diép
trung.

1.4 Anh hung dan téc Thi Khoa Hudin

Tdp quen roi dén doi ndy, Hudn, Lin khoi nghia nguoi say tam
long.

Ca thdy nghe theo rung rung, Ddu ra khé ndo khén cung cing
ung. i

Bat hang cam doan Twdng-quan, Ong Huan thu but(8) khi vung
chiu hinh.
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Cho hay qui tién nhuc vinh, Péu chén xuéng dat ma danh khac
nhiéu.

Cha thich: 1- Thanh ¢6 ¢ My Chanh, 2- Song tirc song 1a con
s6ng Bao Dinh mét phu luu nho cia séng Cira Tiéu sau dao thanh kinh,
3- Con Rong, 4- Nha thuong cui, 5- Bén nay bén kia, 6- Xe kéo, 7- My
Tho 1 giao 16 caa 6 tinh mién T4y, 8- Bai tho ctia cu Thu Khoa Huan.

1.5 Trdn bao nam Thin (1904)

Xin trich mot bai bdo vao nam 1952 n6i lai vé tran bo nam Thin
tan phd My Tho vao nam 1904 cach nay 1006 nam, do tac gia: Ai Tt.

Trdn b&0 Nnam Giap Thin tan hai My Tho

Toi 1& mét nguwoi & tinh My Tho. Liic con nhé nghe cha me ké
chuuyén lai trdn bao nam Thin. Nghe bat ma run ron. Chi néi cdi cdu
“thay troi nhuw bop dira nwoc” ciing du ngan roi.

Xit Nam Viét khong mdy khi ¢ b&o to nhuw thé nén cau chuyén
thuéng dwoce nhdac nhé luén luén ¢ civa miéng moi nguoi. Nhirt la méi
nam khi dén ngdy xdy ra trdan b0 nam Thin, nhiéu nha déu c6 1am 1é gié
Vi déu cé dngbd, cha me riii ro trong trdn b&0 nay.

Trdn b&o dit ddi xdy ra ngdy 16 thang 3 nam Gidp Thin nham
ngay 1 thang 5 nam 1904 tirc la dA dwoc 48 nam roi. Cdc vi 180 thanh
trén 60 chdc con nhé r6. Thédt ngay dy [ cai tang chung cho nhiéu gia
dinh o hai tinh My Tho va G0 Céng.

Nay nhan dip nam Thin, tdi xin nhdc lai bién cé Ion lao dy. Sau
khi Xdy ra trdn b&0, mét nha tho la éng Huynh Ngoc Lién, nguoi & GO
Cong c6 lam mat bai tho luc bat dai trén 200 cAu thudt lai dudi dau. Ong
ké ti mi hét cdc chi tiét cUng Su thiét hai vé nguwoi va vadt. Téi xin chép
lwoc lai goi [a mot birc tranh thoi sy hoi 48 nam qua.

My Tho trdn bdo thinh linh. Som mai mwoi sdu troi da mua
giong.

Tuong 1a phong thé bdt dong. Ché ndy thoi ¢é noi khéng dau
chirng.

Mura sao dén xé khéng ngirng. Gié sao cang 1én tung birng sang
day.

Nguwoi Nam chi nhitng nguoi Tay. Tuwong giong mot lat co nhdy
dau nao.
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Poi xwa chi nhan doi nday. Chang khi ndo c6 bdo ray thang ba.

Trén bo sap hét cira nha. Dudi séng xa-10p chim da lan chiéng.

Ghe bau ghe cira nga nghiéng. Ghe chai dd doc ciing khiéng 1én
bo...”

Theo |oi than phu téi ké lai trdn b0 roi dimg xa bay tdm cdy sé
ngé thdy long Iong. Néi @i & Trung Lwong, Cho Bung, Xodi Hot dirng
nhin thay 8 rang thanh phé My Tho! Khéng mét goc cdy ndo dirng vitng
het.

“Trdn ndy thiét b30 qué to. Lam cho dan su My Tho ngh€o nan.

Con Rong mdy cdi nha thwong. Pé nudi cOi ¢ sdp twong tan
hoang.

Thirong thay mdy cdu ghe bau. Chim thuyén nén néi cdi dau
chom bom.

B30 roi sdng ngd ra dwong. Nguwoi di nhiwe thé Tan vwong hii
dam.

Nguoi ta xum xit ngoai vam. Ké gianh vét vdi nguoi ham vot du.

Noi o chén t¢ mdi lu. Con nit né vac,” bang bu” (du con) nd
khién.

Nam thdn c6 cai cu lao. Ban thi nga hét khi nhao xuéng séng.

Céi Bé cung chg Go Cong. Nha nkha déu sdp nguoi dong gian
nan.

Phia vieon dén sw thé than. Cau diva ngd \ap khéng dang ma di.

Con ¢ trong Pong Thap Muoi th:

Thép Muoi c6 mét chua cao. Gi6 thi niong gié khéng sao kiéng
chua.

Nhitng ddn dén Théap lam mita. P6i no ham hit cd cua qua ngdy.

Bo [a o My Tho, con ¢ Go Cong thiét hai con nhiéu hon.

Béi thé cho nén cir moi nam dén ngdy 16 thang 3, ching ta ché
ldy 1am la ¢6 nhiéu nhd & My Tho va GO Cong ciing déu cé gio ong ba
cha me v.v...da thiét mang trong trgn bao nay. Vi vy tdc gia da két udn
bang hai cdu tho:

Thang ba muwoi sau lai nién. Ciing tring mét bita ddu tién ciing
chung.”

(Trich bao ci)
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2.-QUA VAN THO
2.1 Thi khoa Huén va bai tho tuyét mang

NOi Ién tinh anh hung cua My Tho qua Bdi tho tuyét mang Cla
anh hung dan toc Thu khoa Nguyén Hiru Huan:

Tuyét mang

Hdn ma nan kham vi quéc ciru

Chi nhon binh ma tri than huu

Anh hung mac ba vinh dw ludn

V8 tru truong khang tiéc nghia luu
Vi bé di kinh hé 16 phach

Bat hang cam doan twéng quan dau
Puwong nién Tho thiy luu ba huyét
Long ddo thu giang khéi mé sau.

2.2 Hoc Lac vé6i canh My Tho

Tu 1861 , My tho la nhugng dia cua Phap, nhan dan ly tan yéu
nude tich cuc rat nhiéu nhu: Nguyén Pinh Chiéu, Phan van Tri , Thu
khoa Huan, Hoc Lac... ho bay to thai do bat hop tac voi Phap, ludn giir
gin khi tiét, boc 16 ndi dau budn trude nhitng ddi thay cua dat nudc trong
thoi Phap thudc

Hoc Lac tén that 1a Nguyén Lac, sinh truéng 1ang M§ Chénh, tinh
M3 Tho ngudi nho hoc xuit than, giéi qué Diéc, ranh nghé thudc, lai 1au
thong cam Ky thi hoa, la gi cai tinh hoc trd c6 tai, nén thuong ngao nghé.
Boi vay, trong lang hwong dang it ai va. R6i mot bira cung dinh, dng
dung mot mam xoi, ciing nhu moi ngudi dé cung Than. Nhung 6ng lai ky
tén 1 “Thang Lac”. Lang bét t6i ong, khi lang X3 dem ong dong gong,
6ng mai 1am mot bai tho xin 16i:

Ta Huong ding

Vanh mam x6i d@é tén Thang Lac
Nghi minh ty tién khong dai cac

Vin chieong von thiét bom meo quan
Danh phdn khong ra cadi coc rac

BGi thé bo tho then niii séng

Ddm déu viic vic nhao ¢é bac

Viée ndy dau ¢ thau 1ong chang
Trong c6 6ng Than, ngodi cdp hac.
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Mot 1an khac khong biét tréu choc quan chirc nao do, ong lai bi
dong trang (gong) cung voi mot nguodi khach (khéch tr, nguoi Hoa), dng
méi lam mot bai tho tua 1a:

Hoc Lac ngoi tring*

Hoa* An Nam, li* khdch tri

Trang tréi lang xang chung mot lii

Ngoai mdt ngé ngan la Bic, Nam

Trong tai* cdc cé xui doan tu

Bom Lang* chang vi si nam kinh*

Ong Bon* khéng thuwong nguoi Bay Phi*

Phat ta xong roi tré lai nha

Héa thoi hot thu(fc, lir bong vu*.

(Trich Tw Pién Thanh ngi Pién tich,Dién Hwong.Khai Tri Sdi
Gon.1961)

Chu thich: *Pong tran la dong gong * Hoa tiéng Hoa 1a t6i, 1a
tao la anh, la chi.... *Lu tiéng Hoa 1a anh, 1a may, 1a anh, la chi...*Tai la
tai nan * Bom Lang 6ng cho Huong ddng 1a bgm. * Nam kinh 1a Tt thu
ngi kinh. *Bay Phu gém 5 bang: Quang Pong, Triéu Chau, Phudc Kién,
Hai Nam va He. * Bong vu: ngudi Hoa danh bong vu véi con nit.

Ngoai ra dng con ¢6 mot bai ndi vé do thi My Tho thoi bay gio:

My tho tirc canh

“Trén Sai gon, dwoi My tho

Dadu dau phong canh ciing nhwong cho

Lon rong chung rach chia déi ngé

Cit méi phdn ranh ciing mét do

Phé cat vé voi xanh to luc,

Buom giong I18n Xudng trang nhuw c0
Pdc finh trao tir quen mua nang
Ddn déi dua nhau tiéng hat ho

2.3 Xin sao luc hai bai tho ta canh budi sing My Tho xua:
My Tho 1900

Mot sang som My Tho bung tro ddy
Ngd ba duong € ép bac phu xe
Noi dau ngb coc keng chubng xe dap
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Déi chan gay c6 gdi ganh hang khoai.
T0i tro ddy theo dong doi thac do

Doc cau Quay chen chiic dam nguoi di
May thay ky gidy tdy quan thang nép
Dam hoc tro xa lon do so mi

Ao dai the, nén quay thau chém ché
Trén xe Kéo vuét rdu cudi vui vé

Ong huyén ham dwoc linh dén hau quan
“Qudy méng xir... (1) dé vé khoe véi vo.

Pén dau cho cira hang con ngai ngu
Quén Lac ky dathom khéi ca phé

Chua nong dit ly xdy ching(2) trudc mat
Thét dinh tay tiéng goi chii Pho ky(3).

Toi bat chude kéo quan Ién tdn hing
Mt lim dim chép chép dia(4) ca phé
Canh hén loan tiéng Tau xen tiéng Viét
Mdc cho ai ngudi néi chiang nguoi nghe.

Vach cd phé nai(5), phaanh xyc(6)...thoong danh dzdd-...(7)
Tleng goi hang pha trén tiéng hét ho

Tiéng ly bat va nhau nghe nhirc éc

Hoi nude 180 hoda vai khoi trong 10.

Vach cd phé nai(5), phaanh xyc(6)...thoong danh dzdd-...(7)
Tleng goi hang pha trén tiéng hét hd

Tiéng ly bat va nhau nghe nhirc éc

Hoi nudce 180 hoda vai khoi trong 10.

Kia ba cu oan vai quang ganh ndng

Hai thang trdu, cau, thudc xia véi hong

Chén sai sdi nhanh nhanh c6 hang ca

“Ca twoi day...ro, tré, sac, loc, bong...”

Trong phlt chéce cho déng nguoi chdt nich

Toi véi vang 18n tiéng goi...thdy xu(8)

Ra dwong 16 nhanh chdn [én 10 gach

B6 dang sau mot canh ta-binh-10...1(9)

(Trich trong tap tho “My Tho, sgi nhé sgi thuong” cua tac gia)

Chu thich: 1-Oui, Monsieur! Da, thua 6ng !, 2- ly ca phé den
nho, 3- thang chay ban, 4- uéng ca phé d6 ra dia cho mau nguyi, 5- mot ly
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ca phé sira, 6- hu tiu an di!, 7- tir chi nguoi Tau. 8- tinh tién, 9- du thir 16n
X0n 0n a0...

2.4 My Tho 1920

My Tho vaoi tieng xom nho diu hiu

Tung con duong co la me bay

Pén cau Quay(l) xem tau ghe xudi ngiroc
Pi cho My dn bdnh gid(2) chdm twong.

Vao chua Vinh Trang xem cong Minh Dan
Ra dinh Piéu Hda xem hat ky yén

Séang chiéu ga xe lira vang tiéng cOi tién biét
Qua Cdu rau Luc tinh dén tau cip bén

Nhat me rung trén dwong Lé Loi

Ngél bang da hang dwong nhin sang
con Rong Iong gi6

Pau miia mua vao 16 Bo Dira(3) bt dé
Ngay chu nhdt anh * cd le”(4) My Tho,
ba ba trdng, guoc vong lop bop
“sot-ti”” dao pho.

Pén duwong Hung Vicong nghe ve kéu vao ha

Pém thu lén cau bdc nhin thap nude(5) trang treo

Theo duong lang vao Go Cat tim cd hang mia(6).

Mua Phuc sinh dén nha Tho

don nang ra le, canh co trong tay(7).

Ram thang bay qua do le Phat

Chua Buu Lam(8) thanh than tieng nam mé ‘

(Trich trong tap tho “My Tho, muoi chuyén tinh buon” cua tac
gié”

Chu thich:

1- Cau c6 tén cau Quay 1a vi cau néy ngudi Phap xay cit bang s‘ét
thép, nhip gitra c6 2 doan roi nhau lai dé khi tau bé qua, hai doan nay
dugc quay 1én cao.

2- Banh gi& chién vdi bot gao ¢o tép va gia an véi twong, chi GO
Cong va My Tho c6 ma thoi.

3- L Bo Dura nguyén la 16 Vong Lén by gio 1a doan tir giao 19
Trung An dén chan cau Rach Miéu thudc quoc 16 60, nguoi Phap 1ap ra
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dé di tudn tra ban dém. Puong Vong Nho bay gio 1a duong Tran Hung
Pao, cling cung chung mét muc dich nhung vong dai nho hon.
4- “cd le” (collégien) la hoc tro trudng c6 le (college) tire la

Trung hoc Nguyén Dlnh Chiéu. Ngay xua ngudi ta thuong ché giéu anh
co le 1a co le gén dimg gbc me cay ghén.

5- Thap nude tring treo 1a khi troi ¢6 trang 18n cau bac thiy tring

lo liing trén 2 thap nudc, canh that dep.
7 6- Trén duong di thuong c6 cac c¢d ban mia cho khach qua duong.

O GO0 cat noi danh mia thanh diu ngon nhat.

7- Trudce 1€ Phuc sinh, nha Tho co 18 L4, cac c6 co dao ra 18 cAdm
theo mot nhanh co trong de thuong.

8- Qua chua Biru Lam phai di do, chia nay c6 hon chua Vinh
Trang.

NgOI nha cua th)’c Georges Bach Cong Tw
Duong Dinh B Linh P.2 TP. My Tho.
Hién gio [a Phong Théng Tin Van Hoa cuia TP.

Bén canh ngdi nha cua Beah cong tir nay la rap hat Huynh Ky ma chinh
con ngudi hao hoa niy d& xay cit cho ngudi yéu, cd nghé si Phiing Ha c6
noi dién xuét. Sau d6, rap hat dugc ban cho ong huyén L& Ngoc Chiéu
ciing ngudi Cho Gao va duoc doi tén 12 L& Ngoc, rdi lai mot lan thay chu
nita v6i tén 1a Vién Truong. Sau ngdy 1.5.1975 rap ldy t&n nha hat My
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Tho dé dén bay gid chdm dut vai trd nghé thudt cam ca cua nd dé tro
thanh mét siéu thi nho.

Ty = Vg S « aal Wﬂ'ﬂh

Rap hat Huynh Ky sau do d6i chii vd mang tén L& Ngoc, mot lan nita doi
chui lay tén Vién Truong dén ngay 1.5.1975 thudc vé nha nuéc mag tén
nha hat My Tho, cuéi ciing vao ndam 2009 bién thanh mét siéu thi nho.
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MY THO XUA (1861-1945)
TRONG NAM KY LUC TINH

PHAN SAU

Loi két

M§ Tho 16n 1én tdi ciing 16n

ba thanh nguoi trén dat My Tho
Nhu hat soi trong 1ong song Curu
Mo mot ngdy hoa ngoc thanh chéu.

( d J i
.’J‘i-fj .
M@t chut tam tinh

Mic cho kién thirc hep hoi nhung vi tham vong thiic ddy nén ké
cam viét manh dan ghi chép lai va phd bién nhitng sy kién, nhimng sinh
hoat dan gian, nhimg 1& thoi léng dong trong ky rc cua nguoi dan My
Tho Nam ky Luc tinh, vung dat phuong Nam trong thoi diém lich sir
1861-1945. Xin tran trong trao vé tt ca nhing ai, trong nudc hay day do
trong ¢6i hong tran nay, d4 timg c6 mot thoi dn gao GO Cat, udng nudc
séng Bao Dinh, thudng thie ha tiu Phanh ky, nhdm nhap chiéc banh gia
chiam twong, trai chudi nuéng ¢ chg Hang Bong hay vao Trung Luong
hai man Hong bao...Ke ké chuyén nay duong nhu con nghe rat rao tiéng
s6ng Ciru Long v bo, cling véi tiéng ho “ Hén cdu rau Ngon xanh ngon
do. Pén My Tho ngon t6 ngon lu....va 1am sao quén duoc tiéng coi tau
tidn biét, ciing nhu tiéng cOi xe lira, v6i tiéng nghién cia banh xe trén
duong sit nhu xé tan hai trai tim dang yéu nhau ma ké & nguoi di trong
canh chialy...

Mdac Nhén TVC. )
Ldp Dong Ky Suru. Cuoi 2009

HET

106 | Trang



MUC LUC

Mé dau: Pia danh M§ Tho Trang 5

I. Nhitng d4u chén lich sir Trang 10

1. Duong Ngan Dich

2. Nguyén Hué

3. Nguyén Anh

4.Thu khoa Huan

5. Kinh lugc st Phan Thanh Gian

6. Ton Dat Tién

7. Ky ngoai hau Cudng Dé

8. Pierre Loti

9. Marcel Cachin va Nguyén An Ninh,
10. Quan doi Nhat Bon

I1. Ngoai kiéu Trang 18

Ngwoi Hoa
1. Tao phong dzang... hoc dzoo,
2. Calem cuuc... lay...
3. Keo duc
4.Hu tiu thoi xua
5.Son Bong mai vo
6. Hat Tieu
Nguoi Phap
. Boi cé}nh lich st
. Doi song
3. Di san
Nguoi An
.Banvai ‘
2. Chetty, Lay chong An, Hoi
I11. Di San Vian Héa Trang 42
L& hoi
1. Téet Nguyén ban

N -

-
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. Lam chai
. L& cing dinh
. L& cing micu

N

Sinh hoat x& hgi
. Quan tra Hué
. Ban vam
. Bdi
. Cau Tau Luc tinh
. Tau Luc tinh

IV.Sinh hoat

Nguwoi Viét
1.Hanh chanh
2.Kinh té Thuong mai
3.Giao théng
4.Gido duc
5.Tin ngudng
6.Van hoa
7.Thé thao

Nguwoi Hoa
1.Hanh chanh
2.Kinh té
3.Kinh doanh
4.Gido duc
5.Tin ngudng Phong tuc Tap quan

O~ wdNPEF

Ngwoi Phap
1. Hanh Qhénh
2. Kinh té

V - Tho Vz'ln,NBéo chi xwra
Rap hat Vién Truong

VI - Két

108| Trang

Trang 84

Trang 96

Trang 106



